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AUTHOR OF “EVELINA.” 


PART I. 
1781. 


Mrs. Thrale to Miss F. Burney. 
Mtreathom, Saturday. 


My Dear Miss Burney, 

And so here comes your sweet letter. And eo I 
pleased Mr. Crisp, did I? and yet he never heard, it 
seems, the only good things I said, which were very 
earnest, and very honest, and very pressing invitations 
to him, to see Streatham nearer than through the 
telescope. Now, that he did ot hear all this was your 
fault, madenooivelle ; for you told me that Mr. Crisp 
was old, and Mr. Crisp was infirm; nnd, if I had 
found those things eo, I should have spoken louder, 
and concluded him to be deaf: but, findivg him very 
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athiable, and very elegant, and very polite to me, and 
very unlike an old man, I never thought about his 
being deaf; and, perhaps, was a little coquettich too, 
in my wanner of making the invitation. I now repeat 
it, however, and give it under my hand, that I should 
consider such a visit a8 a very, very great honour, and 
eo would Mr. Thrale. 

And now for dismal! 

T have been seriously ill ever since 1 saw you. Mrs. 
Burney has been to me aw kind and useful friend, 
—has suffered me to keep her here all this time—is 
here still—would not go to Sir Joshua's, though she 
was asked, because I could not; and has been as 
obliging, and as attentive, and as good to meas possible. 
Dick is happy, and rides out with my master, and his 
mamma and I look at them out of the dressing-room 
window. So much for self. 

In the midst of my own misery I felt for my dear 
Mrs. Byron’s; but Chamier hes relieved that anxiety 
by assurances that the Admiral behaved quite unexcep~ 
tionably, and that, as to Jonour in the West Indies, all 
goes well. The Grenadas are a heavy loss indeed, nor 
is it supposed possible for Byron to protect Barbadoes 
and Antigua. Barrington has acted a noble part; he 
and Count d’Estaing remind one of the heroic con- 
tentions of distant times. The Lyon, on our side, 
commended by a Welshman, and the Languedoc, on 
the side of the French, fought with surprising fury, and 
lost & great number of men; it was a gloricus day, 
though on our side unfortunate. 

D'Orvilliers has left our Channel after only cutting 
a few ships out of Torbay, and chasing Sir Charles to 
Spithead. Many suppose the home campaign quite 
over for this year. 
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I have had very kind letters from Dr. Delap. 1 
love the Sussex people somehow, and they are a mighty 
silly race too. Bat ’tis never for their wisdom that one 
loves the wisest, or for their wit that one loves the 
wittiest ; ’tis for benevolence, and virtue, and honest 
fondness, one loves people; the other qualities make 
one proud of loving them too. 

Dear, sweet, kind Burney, adieu; whether sick or 
sorry, ever yours, 

< HLL. T. 


Mrs. Thrale to Miss. F. Burney. 


‘Streatham, Thursday, 4th January. 


Don’t I piek up franks prettily? I sent a hundred 
mniles for this, and the churl enclosed but one—“ cer- 
tain that Miss Burney codld not live long enough 
away from me to need two.” Ah, cruel Miss Burney! 
she will never come again, I think. 

‘Well! but I did see Philips written in that young 
man’s honest face, though nobodr pronounced the 
word; and I boldly bid him ‘ Good morrow, Cap- 
tain,” at the door, trusting to my own instinct when I 
came away. Your sweet father, however, this day 
trusted me with the whole secret, and from my heart 
do I wish every comfort and joy from the match. 

"Tis now high time to tell you that the pictures are 
come home, all but sine,—which my master dou’t like. 
He has ordered your father to sit to-morrow, in his 
peremptory way; and I shall have the dear Doctor 
every morning at brenkfast. I took ridiculous paine 
to tutor him to-day, and to insist, in my peremptory 
way, on his forbearing to write or read late this 
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evening, that my picture might not have blood-shot 
8 7 
Terlin has been here to tune the fortepianos. He 
fold Mrs, Devenant and me that he had thoughts of 
inventing @ particular mill to grind old Iedies young, 
as he was 60 prodigiously fond of their company. I 
suppose he thought we should bring grist. Was that 
the way to put people in tune? I asked him. 

Doctor Barvey says your letters and mine are alike, 
and that it comes by writing so incessantly to each 
other. I feel proud and pleased, and find shall clip 
pretty readily into the Susannuccia’s place, when she 
goes to eetile on her 7001. s-year; of which God give 
her joy seven hundred times over, dear creature! I 
never knew how it was to love an incognita bat Susan 
Burney: my personal acquaintance with her is actually 
nothing—is it? and yet we always seem to understand 
one another. 

HL.T. 


Mrs. Thrale to Miss F. Burney. 
Streatham, Thursday, 11th. 

I never was so glad of a letter from you before: the 
dear Doctor had been in the room just half-an-hour, 
and had frighted we with an account of your fever. 
Thank God there is uo harm come to my sweet little 
friend; her spirits and her affection are as strong as 
over, for all Dr. Johueou,—who says nobody loves 
each other much when they have been parted long. 
How well do you know him, and me, and all of us,— 
and talk of my penetration! : 

Your father sits for his pieture in the Doctor of 
‘music's gown; and Dartolozzi makes an engraving 
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from it to place at the head of the book. Sir Joshua 
delights in the portrait, and says ‘twill be the best 
among them. I hope it will; and by this time, per- 
haps, you may have begun thinking of the miniature too; 
but it is not touched yet, I assure you. Sweet Susan- 
nuceia! I will slide into her place; I shall get more of 
your company, too, and more—is there any more to 
be had?—of your confidence. Yes, yes, there is @ 
little, to be sure; but dear Mrs. Thrale shall have it 

all now. Oh, ‘tis an excellent match! and he has 

7002, a-year—that is, he will have: it is entailed, and 

irrevocable, 

I send this by your father, who will put it in the 
post; not # frank to-day for love or money. I did 
not intend to have written so soon. He and I shall 
meet at St. James’s this day se’anight. The Owhyhee* 
is to be trimmed with grebeskins and gold to the tune 
of 651.—the trimming only. What would I give to 
shew it to you!—~or shew you any thing, for that 
matter, that would shew how affectionately J am yours! 

¥ * + ¥ - 

Dr. Burney says you carry bird-lime in yowr brains, 
for every thing that lights there eticks. I think you 
carry it in your heart, and that mine sticks very clese 
to it. So adieu! 

ALT. 


Mrs, Thrale to Miss Burney, 
Growenor Square, Tuevlay, Feb. 7, 1781. 
This moment Dick Burney tells me how ill you are. 
My dear, how shail I keep from stepping into a post- 
* Mie. Thrale hed 2 cout dre-s woven at Spitalfields, from . 


Latteru of Owhyhee mauafactare, Lrought thence by Capty 4 
Burney, 


8 DIARY AND LETTLRS [Pant I. 


Phaise, and sousing through Gascoyne Lane to look 
after you? Complicated as my engagements are, be- 
tween business and flash, I shall certainly serve you 
80, if you do not make haste and be well. 

Yesterday 1 had @ conversazione. Mrs. Montagu 
was brilliant in diamonds, solid in judgment, criticat 
in talk. Sophy smiled, Piorzi sang, Pepys panted with 
admiration, Johnson was good-humoured, Lord John 
Clinton attentive, Dr. Bowdler lame, end my master 
not esleep. Mrs. Ord looked elegant, Lady Rothes 
dainty, Mrs. Davenant dapper, and Sir Philip's curls 
were all blown about by the wind. Mrs. Byron re- 
joices that her Admiral and I agree so well; the way 
to his heart is connoisseurship it seems, and for a 
back-ground and contorno, who comes up to Mrs, 
Thrale, you know. 

Captain Fuller flashes away among us. How that 
boy loves rough merriment! the people all seem to 
keep out of his way for fear. 

Aunt Cotton died firmly persuaded that Mrs. Dave- 
nant was a natural, and that I wrote her letters for 
her—how odd! 

Many people said she wa» the prettiest woman in 
the room last night,—and that is as odd; Augusta 
Byron, and Sophy Streatfield, end Mrs. Hinchliffe, 
being present. 

Mrs. Montagu talked to me about you for an hour 
other day, and said she was amazed that so delicate 
a girl could write 80 boisterous a book. 

Loveliest Burney, be as well as ever you cau, pray 
do. When you are with me, J think I love you from 
habit; when you are from me, I fancy distance 
endears you: be that a» it may, your own father 
ean alone love you better, or wish you better, or 
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desire the sight of you more sincerely, than does 
your . 
HLL, T, 


Dr. Johnson is very good and very clubbable, but 
Sir R. Jebb is quite a scourge to me. Who now would 
believe that I cannot make « friend of that man, but 
am forced to fly to Dr. Pepys for comfort? He is 
so haughty, so impracticable w creature; and yet I 
esteem end honour him, though I cannot make him 
feel any thing towards me but desire of downing, &c. 


Miss Burney to Mis. Thiale. 
Chesington, Tchruary 8th, 1781. 


This moment have two aweet and most kind letters 
from wy best-loved Mrs. Thrale made amends for no 
lithe soxiety which her fancied silence had given me. 
I know not what is now come to this post; but there 
is nothing I can bear with so little patience as being 
tricked out of any of your letters. They do, indeed, 
give me more delight than I can express; they seem. 
to me the perfection of epistolary writing ; for, in Dr. 
Johnson's phrase, all that is not kindness is wit, and 
all that is not wit is kindness. 

‘What you tell me of Mrs, Montagu and Mrs. Carter 
gives me real concern; it is a sort of general disgrace 
to us; but, ag you say, it shall have nothing to do 
with you end I. Mrs. Montagu, as we have often 
agreed, is a character rather to respect than love, for 
she has not that don d'aimer by which alone love can 
be made fond or faithful; and many as are the causes 
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by which respect may be lessened, there are very few 
by which it can be afterwards restored to its firet 
dignity. But where there is real affection, the case is 
exactly reversed; few things can weaken, and every 
trifle can rovive it. 

Yet not for forty years, in this life at least, shall we 
continue to love each other; I am very sure I, for one, 
shall never last half that time. Ifyou saw but how 
much the illness of a week has lowered and injured 
mae, considering in what perfect health I came hither, 
you would be half astonished ; and that in spite of the 
‘utmost care and attention from every part of this kind 
family. I have just, with great difficulty, escaped a 
relapse, from an unfortunate fresh cold with winch I 
am at this time struggling. Long last you, dearest 
madam!—TI am sure in the whole world I hnow not 


such another. 
*. a * * ae 


I think I shall always hate this book’ which has 
kept me so long away from yon, as much as I shall 
always lore ‘ Evelina,” who first comfortably introduced 
me to you; an eveut which I may truly say opened a 
new, and, I hope, an exbaustless source of happiness 
to your most gratefully affectionate 
VB, 


Journal Reswned. 
(Addresed to Mr. Crisp) 


Mancu 23p, 1781.—I have very narrowly escaped a 
return of the same vile and irksome fever which with 


* “Cealia,” which Mies Buruey ha! been Joug employed a 
writing, and which made 2ts appearance shortly atternanis. 
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such difficulty has been conquered, and that all from 
vexation. Last week I went to dinner in Grosvenor 
Square. I ran up-staira, as usual, into Mrs. Thrale’s 
dressing-room, and she there acquainted me that Mr. 
Thrale had resolved upon going abroad: first to Spa, 
next to Italy, and then whither his fancy led him! 
that Dr. Johuson was to accompany them, but that, 
as their journey was without limit either of time or 
place, as Mr, Thrale’s ill state of health and strange 
atate of mind would make it both melancholy and 
alarming, she could not in conscience think of taking 
me from my own friends and country without know- 
ing either whither, or for what length of time. She 
would write to me, however, every post ; leave me the 
keys of all she left of any value, and, in case of any evil 
to herself, make me her exerutrix! 

Ob, what words! and what a scheme! I was so 
infinitely shocked, surprised, and grieved, that I was 
forced to run away from her, and insist upon hearing 
no more; neither could I sufficiently recover even to 
appear at dinuer, as Dr. Johnson, Mr. Seward, and. 
Mr. Ingram, were of the party; I was obliged, there- 
fore, to shut myself up all the afternoon. 

You will not, I am sure, wonder that I should be 
utterly disconcerted and afflicted by a plan so wild in 
itself, and so grievous to me. I was, indeed, hardly 
able to support utyself with any firmness all day; and 
unfortunately, there wes in the evening a great rout. 
I was then obliged to appear, and obliged to tell every 
body I was bat half recovered from my late indis- 
position. 

The party was very large, and the company very 
brilliant. I was soon encircled by acquaintances, and 
forced to seem as gay as my neighbours. My steady 
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companions were Miss Coussmaker, Augusta Byron, 
Miss Ord, and Miss Thrale; and the S. S. never 
quits me. 

Thad @ long conversation with the new Lord Shef- 
field; and, as I had never seen him since he was 
Colonel Holroyd, I was ridiculously enough embar- 
raseed with his new title, blundering from my lord to 
sir, and from sir to my lord. He gave me 8 long 
account of his Coventry affairs, and of the commitment 
of the sheriffs to Newgate. He is a spirited and 
agreeable man, and, I doubt not, will make himself 
conspicuous in the right way. Lady Sheffield was 
also very civil; and, as she came second, I was better 
prepared, and therefore gave her ladyship her title 
with more readiness; which was lucky enough, for I 
believe she would much less have liked the omission. 

Mrs. Thrale took much pains to point out her friend 
Lord John Clinton to me, and me to him: he is 
extremely ugly, but seems lively and amiable. 

The greatest beauty in the room, except the 8. 5., 
was Mra, Gwynn, lately Miss Horneck; and the 
greatest fright was Lord Sandys. 

T haye time for nothing more about this evening, 
which, had not my mind been wholly and sadly occu- 
pied by other matters, would have been very agreeable 
to me. 

The next day I again spent in Grosvenor Square, 
where nothiug new had passed about this cruel jour~ 
ney. I then met a very small party, consisting only 
of Mrs. Price, who was a Miss Evelyn, Miss Beuson, 
‘Dr. Johnson, and Mrs. Carter. 

The latter, as there were so few folks, talked a good 
deal, and was far more sociable and easy than I bad 
yet seen her. Her talk, too, though all upon books 
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(for life and manners she is as ignorant of as a nun), 
was very unaffected and good-humonred, and I liked 
her exceedingly. Mrs. Price is a very sensible, 
threwd, lofty, and hard-headed woman. Miss Benson 
not very uulike her. 

Torspay.—I passed the whole day at Sir Joshua 
Reynolds's with Miss Palmer, who, in the morning, 
took me to see some most beautiful fans, painted by 
Poggi, from designs of Sir Joshua, Angelica, West, 
and Cipriani, on leather; they are, indeed, more da- 
lightfal than can well be imagined: one was bespoke 
by the Duchess of Devonshire, for a present to, eome 
woman of rank in France, that was to cost 30/, 

We were accompanied by Mr. Eliot, the knight of 
the shire for Cornwall, a most agreeable, lively, and 
very clever man. 

‘We then went to Mr. Webber's, to see his South 
Sea drawings. Here we met Captain King, who chiefly’ 
did the honours in shewing the curiosities and ex- 
plaining them. He is one of the most natural, gay, 
honest, and pleasant characters I ever met with. We 
spent all the rest of the morning here, much to my 
satisfaction. The drawings are extremely well worth 
seeing; they consist of views of the country of Ota- 
heite, New Zealand, New Amsterdam, Kamsechatka, 
and parts of China; and portraits of the inhabitants 
done from the life. 

When we returned to Leicester Fields we were 
heartily welcomed by Sir Joshua. Mr. Eliot stayed 
the whole day; and uo other company came but Mr. 
Webber, who was invited to tea. Sir Joshua is fat 
and well, He ia prepering for the Exhibition a new 
«Death of Dido;” portraits of the three beautiful Lady 
Waldegraves, Horatis, Laura, and Maria, all in one 
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picture, and at work with the tambour; ® Thais, for 
which a Miss Emily, a celebrated courtesan, eat, at 
the desire of the Hon. Charles Greville; and what 
others I know not: but his room and gellery are both 
crowded, 

Tavaspay.—I spent the whole day again in Gros- 
venor Square, where there was a very guy party to 
dinner; Mr. Boswell, Dudley Long, Mr. Adair, Dr. 
Delap, Mr. B-——, Dr. Johnson, and my father; and 
much could I write of what passed, if it were possible 
for me to get time. Mr. B-—— was just as absurdly 
pompous as at Brighton ; and, in the midst of dinner, 
without any sort of introduction, or reason, or motive, 
he called out aloud,— 


++ Sweat are the <lumbers of the charming muaid!" 


A laugh from all parties, as you may imagine, fol- 
lowed this exclamation; and he bore it with amazing 
insansibility. 

“What's all this laugh for?” cried Dr. Johnson, 
who had not heard the cause. 

“¢ Why, sir,” auswered Mrs. Thrale, when she was 
able to speak, Mr. B—~ just now called ont,— 
nobody knows why,—‘ Sweet are the slumbers of the 
virtuous maid !’” 

‘No, no, not virtuous,” cried Mr. Boswell, ‘ he 
vaid charming ; he thought that better!” 

“Ay, sure, air,” cried Mr. B. -, unmoved; “ for 
why say virtuous?—-can we doubt a fair female's 
virtue ?— oh fie, ob fie! ‘tis a superfluous epithet.” 

“* But,” cried Mrs. Thrale, “in the original it is 
the virtuous man; why do you meke it a muid of the 
sudden, Mr. B——?” 

“I was alarmed at firet,” cried Dr. Delap, ‘and 
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thouglit he had caught Miss Borney napping; but 
when I looked at her, and saw her awake, I was at a 
loss, indeed, to find the reason of the change.” 

“ Here, sir! my lad!” cried Mr. B—— to the ser- 
vant; “why, my head's on fire! What! have you got 
never a screen? Why, I shall be what you may call 
2 hot-headed fellow! 1 shall be a mere réti!” 

In the afternoon we were joined by Mr. Crutchley, 
Mr. Byron, and Mr. Selwin; and then we had a 
thousand private conferences and consultations con- 
cerning the Spa journey. 

I have been so often and so provokingly interrupted 
in wniting this, that I must now finish it by lumping 
matters at once. Sir Richard Jebb and Dr. Pepys 
have both been ‘consulted concerning this going 
abroad, and are both equally violent against it, as 
they think it even unwarrantable, in such a state of 
health at Mr. Thrale’s; and, therefore, it is settled 
that a great meeting of his friends is to take place 
before he actually prepares for the journey, and they 
are to encircle him in a body, and endeavour, by re- 
presentations and entreaties, to prevail with him to 
give it up; and I have little doubt myself but, amongst 
us, we shall be able to succeed. - 


Miss F. Burney to Mrs, Thrale.* 
Wednesday evening. 
You bid me write to you, and so I will; you bid 
me pray for you, and so, indeed, I do, for the 


* This letter was written in reply to a few words from Mrs. 
‘Thrale, in which, alluding to her husband's sudden desth, she begs 
‘Miss Burney to “ write to me—pray for me!” The hurried note 


w DIARY AND LETTERS {Part I. 


restoration of your sweet peace of mind. I pray fr 
your resignation to this hard blow, for the continued 
union and exertion of your virtues with your talents, 
and for the happiest reward their exertion can meet 
with, in the gratitude and prosperity of your children. 
These are my prayers for my beloved Mrs. Theale ;* 
but these are not my only ones; no, the unfailing 
warmth of her kindness for myself I have rarely, for & 
long time past, slept without first petitioning. 

lran away without seeing you aguin when I found 
yon repented that sweet compliance with my request 
which I had won from you. For the world would EF 
not have pursued you, had I first seen your pro- 
hibition, nor could I endure to owe that coneent to 
teasing which I only solicited from tenderness. Still, 
however, I think you had better have eaffered me to 
follow you; I might have been of some use; I hardly 
could have been in your way. But I grieve now to 
have forced you to an interview which I would have 
spared myself as well as you, had I foreseen how little 
it would have answered my purpose. 

Yet though I cannot help feeling disappointed, I am 
not surprised ; for in any case at all similar, I am sure 
I should have thesame eagerness for eolitude. 

TE tell you nothing of how sincerely I sympathise in 
your afiliction ; yet I believe that Mr. Crutchley and 
Dr, Jobncon alone do so more earnestly; and I have 
some melancholy comfort in flattering myself that, 
allowing for the difference of our characters, that true 


from Mrs. Thrate is thos endorsed by Miss Burney :—“ Written 
a fow hours after the death of Alr. Thrale, which happened by & 
sudden stroke of apoplesy, on the morning of day on which half 
the fashion of London bad been invited to an intended aeemhly 
at his house in Grosvenor Square.” 
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regard which [ felt was as truly returned. Nothing 
but kindness did I ever meet with; he ever loved to 
have me, not merely with his family, but with bim- 
elf; and gratefully shall I ever remember a thousand 
kind expressions of esteem and good opinion, which are 
now crowding upon my memory. 

Ab, dearest madam! you had better have accepted 
me; I am sure, if unfit for you, I am at this time unfit 
for every body. Adieu, and Heaven preserve my 
heart’s dearest friend! Don’t torment yourself to 
write to me, nor will I even ask Queeny, though she is 
good, and I believe would not deny ine; but what can 
you say but that you are sad and comfortless? and do 
I not know that far too well? I will write again to 
you, and @ thousand times again, for nothing am I 
more truly than your nS 


Miss F. Burney to Mrs. Thrale. 
Saturday, April oth. 

I would I had some commission, some busitiess, 
some pretence for writing to my best-loved friend; for 
write [ must, while I have the fuintesg hope my lettera 
will be received without aversion. Yet I have nothing 
on earth to say, but how much I love and how truly I 
am grieved for her. To you, dearest madam, I ean offer 
nothing by way of comfort or consolation, whatever I 
might do to many others; but what could I urge which 
you heve not a thousand times revolved in your own 
mind? Dr. Johnson alone could offer any thing new, or 
of strength to deserve attention from Mrs. Thrale. The 
rectitade and purity of your principles, both religious 
and moral, I have often looked up to with reverence, 

VOL. It. c 
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and I now no more doubt their firmness in this time of 
trial than if I witnessed their operation. Queeny, too, 
I saw was bent upon exerting the utmost fortitude 
upon this first, and I believe, indeed, most painful 
oceasion to her that could call for it. May sha now 
for her sweet mother unite all the affection and atten- 
tion which hitherto have deserved to be divided ! 

Many friends call and send here to inquire after 
you; but I have myself ayoided them all. I cannot 
yet bear the conversation which is to follow every 
meeting. To be with you I would wrap myself up in 
misery; but, without such a motive, no one more 
hhasty to ran away from all that is possible to be fled 
from. 

Dr. Johneon, I hear, is well. I hear nothing else I 
have any wish to communicate. 

Adieu, most dear madam; and still love, when you 
have time and composure to again think of her, the 
sincerest, the gratefallest, the foudest of your friends, 
in F, B, who, though she first received your affection 
as an unmerited partiality, hopes never to forfeit, and 
perhaps some time to deserve it. 

Ido not oven request an answer; I scarce wish for 
it; because I knew what it must be. But I will write 
again in a few days. My kind love to Miss Thrale. 

F. B. 


Mies F. Burney to Mr. Crisp. 
Streatham, April 20th, 1781. 
Have you not, my dearest daddy, thought me utterly 
lost? and, indeed, to all power of either giving or taking 
comfort, I certainly have been for some time past. I 
@ 4d not, it is true, ope that poor Mr. Thrale could live 


1781) OF THE AUTHOR OF EVELINA. 19 


very long, as the alteration I saw in him only during 
may absence while with you bad shocked and astonished 
me. Yet, still the suddenness of the blow gave mea 
horror from which I am not even now recovered. The 
situation of eweet Mrs. Thrale, added to the true con- 
cern I felt at his Joss, harassed my mind till it affected 
my health, which is now again in a state of precarious- 
ness and comfortless restlessness that will require 
much trouble to remedy. 

You have not, I hope, been angry at my silence; 
for, in trath, I haye had no spirits to write, nor, 
latterly, ability of avy kind, from a headach that has 
been incessant. ; 

I now begin to long extremely to hear more about 
yourself, and whether you have recovered your sleep 
and any comfort. The good nursing you mention is 
always my consolation when I have the painful tidings 
of your illness; for I have myself experienced the 
kindness, care, aud unwearied attention of the ever- 
good and friendly Kitty, who, indeed, as you well say, 
can by no one be excelled in that most useful and most 
humane of all sciences. 

Mre, Thrale flew immediately upon this misfortune 
to Brighthelmstone, to Mr. Scrase—her Daddy Crisp— 
both for consolation and counsel; and she has but just 
quitted him, as she deferred returning to Streatham till 
her presence was indispensably necessary upon account 
of proving the will. I offered to accompany her to 
Brighthelmstone; but she preferred being alone, as 
her mind was cruelly disordered, and she saw but too 
plainly I was too sincere 2 mourner myself to do much 
besides adding to her grief. The moment, however, 
she came back, she solicited me to meet her,—and I 
am now here with her, and endeavour, by every possible 
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exertion, to be of some use to her. She looks wretch- 
edly indeed, and is far from well; bat she bears up, 
though not with calm intrepidity, yet with flashes of 
spirit that rather, I fear, spend than relieve ber. Such, 
however, is her character, and were this exertion 
repressed, she would probably sink quite. 

Miss Thrale is steady and constant, and very sin- 
cerely grieved for her father. 

The four executors, Mr. Cator, Mr. Crutchley, Mr. 
Henry Smith, and Dr. Johnson, have all behaved 
generously and honourably, and seem determined to 
give Mrs. Thrale all the comfort and assistance in their 
power. She is to carry on the business jointly with 
them. Poor soul! it is a dreadful toil and worry to 
her. 

Adieu, my dearest deddy. I will write again in 
week's time. I have now just been blooded; but am 
by no means restored by that loss. But well and ill, 
equally and ever, 

Your truly affectionate child, 
F.B. 


Mr. Crisp to Miss F. Burney. 
Chesington, Mey 15th, 1781. 
My Dear Fannikin, 


I was neither cross nor surprised at not hearing 
from you so long, as I was at no loss for the cause of 
your silence. I know you have a heart, and on a late 
occasion ean easily imagine it was too fall to attend to 
forms, or, indeed, to any but the one great object imme- 
dintely before you. To say the truth, I should be sorry 
to have your nature changed, for the sake of a letter or 
two more or less from you; becense I cen now with 
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confidenee'say t6 myself, “The girl is really sincere, 
and, as she-does profess come friendship and regard 
for me, F ean believe her, and am convineed that, if 
any evil were to befall me, she would be truly sorry 
for me” 

There is a pleasure in such a thought, and I will 
indulge it. The steadiness and philosophy of certain 
of our friends is, perhaps, to be admired; but I wish 
it not to be imitated by any of my friends. I would 
have the feelings of their minds be keen and even 
piercing, but stop there. Let not the poor tenement 
of clay give way :—if that goes, how shall they abide 
the peltings of these pitiless storms? Your slight 
mechine is certainly not made for such rough en- 
counters;—for which I am traly sorry. You did not 
make yourself; allowed !—agreed!—Bnt yon may 
mend yourself, and that is all I require of you. 

If I bad you here, I should talk to you on this 
head; but at present I ought not to wish it. Mrs. 
Thrale has an undoubted right to you, nor should I 
wish to tear you from her. When the wound is healed, 
and nothing but the scar remaining, the plaster ought 
to be romoved,—and then I put in my claim. 

Let me hear from you soon that your health and 
spirits are mended—greatly mended. 1 sincerely wish 
the same to your beloved friend, to whom you mast 
present my best respects. I am glad she is connected 
with such worthy people in her affairs. I have more 
than once observed that the unavoidable necessity of 
attending to business of indispensable consequence, 
and that, with strict, unabated perseverance, has con- 
tributed more to divert, and dissipate, and finally 
to cure deep sorrow, than all the wise lessons of 
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philosophera, dithe well-meant cousolations of friends. 
May she prove an instance to confirm this observ- 
ation! 

As for my own shattered frame, I have had a pretty 
long and convincing proof that it is not immortal. 
Gout, rheumatism, indigestion, want of sleep, almost 
ever since I saw you, I think, may amount pretty 
nearly to the sum total of Mrs. Thrale’s ‘‘ Three Warn- 
ings.” If I don’t take the hint the fault is my own— 
Nature has done her part. 

Bad as I have been though, I now hobble about the 
garden with a stick, and for this fortnight past have 
been gradually mending, though slowly. 

Ham and Kate are constantly inquiring after you, 
and when you will come. I am sure they love you, or 
I shonld not love them. Adieu, my Fannikin, 

Your affectionate daddy, 
8.C. 


Journal Resumed. 


Sresargam, May, !781.—Miss Owen and I arrived 
here without incident, which, in a journey of six or 
seven miles, was really marvellous! Mrs. Thrale 
eame from the Borough with two of the executors, 
Dr. Johnson and Mr. Crutchley, soon after us. She 
‘had been sadly worried, and in the evening frightened 
us all by again fainting away. Dear creature! she 
ie all agitation of mind and of body: but she is 
now wonderfully recovered, though in continual fevers 
about her affairs, which are mightily difficult and 
complicate indeed. Yet the behaviour of all the 
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executors is exactly to her wish. Me. Crutchley, in 
particular, was he a darling son or only brother, could 
not possibly be more truly devoted to her. Indeed, Iam 
very happy in the revolution in my own mind in favour 
of this young man, whom formerly I 20 little liked; 
for I now see s0 much of him, business and inclination 
uniting to bring him hither continually, that if he were 
disagreeable to me, I should epend iy time in a most 
comfortless manner. On the contrery, I both respect 
and esteem him very highly; for his whole conduct 
mannifests so much goodness of heart and excellence of 
principle, that he is fairly un howame comme il y ena 
peu; and that first appearance of coldness, pride, re- 
verve, and sneering, all wears off upon further acquaint. 
ance, and leaves behind nothing but good-humour 
and good-will. And this you must allow to be very 
candid, when I tell you that, but yesterday, le affronted 
me 60 much by a piece of impertinence, that I had a 
very serious quarrel with him. Of this more anon. 

Dr. Johnson was charming, both in spirits and 
humour. I really think he grows gayer and gayer 
daily, and more ductile and pleasant. 

Mr, Crutchley stayed till Sunday, when we had 
many visitors,—Mrs. Plumbe, one of poor Mr. Thrale's 
sisters; Mrs. Wallace, wife to the Attorney-General, 
® very ugly, but sensible and agreeable woman; Sir 
Philip Jennings Clerke, and Mr. Selwin. 

Monday Miss Owen left us. 

Tuesday came Lord and Lady Westcote, and after- 
wards Dr. and Mrs. Parker, Dr. Lort, and the Bishop 
of Killaloe. Dr. Parker is « terrible old proser, and 
wore ine out; Mrs. Parker is well-bred and sensible; 
my friend Dr, Lort was comical and diverting; and 
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the Bishop of Killaloe is a gay, sprightly, polite, and 
ready man: I liked him well. 

Sunday morning nobody went to church but Mr. 
Crutchley, Misa Thrale, and myself; and some time 
after, when I was sauntering upon the lawn before the 
house, Mr. Cratchley joined me. We were returning 
together into the house, when Mrs. Thrale, popping her 
head out of her dressing-room window, called out, 
“ How nicely these men domesticate among us, Miss 
Burney! Why, they take to us as natural as life!” 

“ Well, well,” cried Mr. Crutchley, “I have sent 
for my horse, and I shall release you early to-morrow 
morning. I think yonder comes Sir Philip.” 

“Qh! you'll have enough to do with him,” cried 
she, laughing; “he is well prepared to plague you, I 
‘aamure you.” 

“ Is he?—~and what about?” 

“Why, about Miss Burney, He asked me the 
other day what was my present establishment. ‘Mr, 
Cratchley and Miss Burney, I answered.’ ‘ How well 
those two names go together,’ cried he; ‘1 think they 
can’t do better than make a match of it: J will con- 
sent, I am sure,’ he added; and to-day, I dare say, 
you will hear enough of it.” 

I leave you to judge if I was pleased at this stuff 
thus communicated; but Mrs. Thrale, with all her 
excellence, can give up no occasion of making sport, 
however unseasonable, or even painfal. 

“ Tam very much obliged to him, indeed!” cried I, 
dryly; and Mr. Cratchley called out, “ Thank him!— 
thank him!” in a voice of pride and of pique that 
spoke him mortally angry. 

1 instantly came into the house, leaving him to talk 
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it out with Mra. Thrale, to whom I heard him add, 
“So this is Sir Philip’s kindness!” and her answer, 
« I wish you no worse luck!” 

Now, what think you of this? was it not highly 
insolent?—and from 2 man who has behaved to me 
hitherto with the utmost deference, good natare, and 
civility, and given me a thousand reasons, by every 
possible opportunity, to think myself very high in- 
deed in his good opinion and good graces? But these 
rich men think themselves the constant prey of all por- 
tionlesa girls, and are always upon their guard, and 
suspicious of some design to take them in. This sort of 
disposition I had very early observed ia Mr. Cratchley, 
and therefore I had been more distant and cold with 
him than with any body I ever met with; but latterly 
his character had risen so much in my mind, and his 
bebaviour was so mach improved, thet I had let things 
take their own course, and no more ehanned than I 
sought him; for I evidently saw his doubts concerning 
me and my plots were all at an end, and his civility 
and attentions were daily increasing, so that I had 
become very comfortable with him, and well pleased 
with his society. 

I need not, I think, add that I determined to see as 
little of this most fearfal and banghty gentleman in 
foture as was in my power, since no good qualities can 
compensate for auch arrogance of suspicion; and, 
therefore, as I had reason enough to suppose he would, 
in haste, resume his own reserve, I resolved, without 
much effort, to be beforehand with him in reauming 
Taine. 

At dinner we hed a large and most disagreeable 
party of Irish ladies, whom Mrs. Thrale was necessi- 
tated to invite from motives of business and various 
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connexions, We were in all fourteen, viz. Sir Philip 
Clerke; Mrs. Lambart and her son, a genteel young 
youth; Miss Owen; Mr.and Mrs, Perkine; Mrs. Vin- 
cent; Mrs, O'Riley, and Miss O'Riley, her sister-in- 
law; Mr, Crutebley; Mrs. and Miss Thrale; and 
myself. 

I was obliged, at dinner, to be seated between Miss 
O'Riley and Mr. Crutchley, to whom you may believe 
I was not very courteous, especially as I had some ap- 
prehensions of Sir Philip. Mr. Crutchley, however, 
to my great surprise, was quite as civil as ever, and 
endeavoured to be as chatty; but there I begged to be 
excused, only answering wpon the reply, and that very 
dryly, for I was indeed horribly provoked with him. 

Indeed, all his behaviour would have been natural 
and good-humoured, and just what I should have 
liked, had he better concceled his chagrin at the first 
accusation; but that, still dwelling by me, made me 
very indifferent to what followed, though I found he 
had no idea of having displeased me, and rather sought 
to be more than leas sociable than usual. 

I was much diverted during dinner by this Mise 
O'Riley, who took it in her humour to attack Mr. 
Crutchley repeatedly, though so discouraging a beau 
never did I see! Her forwardness, and his excessive 
and inordinate coldness, made a contrast that, added 
to her brogue, which was broad, kept me in a grin 
irrepressible, 

In the afternoon, we had also Mr. Wallace, the 
Attorney-General, a most equat and squab-looking 
man; and further I saw not of him. 

In the evening, when the Irish ladies, the Per- 
kinses, Lambarts, and Sir Philip, were gone, Mra, 
Thrale walked out with Mr. Wallace, whom she had 
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some business to talk over with; and then, when only 
Mise Owen, Misa T. and I remained, Mr. Cratchley, 
after repeatedly addressing me, and gaining pretty dry 
answers, called out suddenly, “Why, Miss Burney! 
why, what’s the matter?” 

“ Nothing.” 

«© Why, are you stricken, or smitten, or il] ?” 

** None of the three.” 

«Oh, then, you are setting down all these Irish folke!” 

«No, indeed, I don’t think them worth the trouble.” 

‘Oh, but I am sure you are; only I interrupted 
you.” 

I went on no farther with the argument, and Miss 
Thrale proposed our walking out to meet her mother. 
We all agrecd; and Mr. Crutchley would not be satis- 
fied without walking next me, though I realy had no 
patience to talk with him, and wished him at Jericho. 

“What's the matter?” soid he; “have you had @ 
quarrel?” 

“No.” 

“« Are you affronted ?” 

Notaword. Then again he called to Miss Threle,— 

“Why, Queeny—why, she's quite in a rage! What 
have you done to her!” 

I still sutked on, vexed to be teased; but, though, 
with a gaiety that shewed he had no suspicion of the 
cause, he grew more and more urgent, trying every 
means to make me tell him what was the matter, till 
at last, much provoked, I said,— 

«I must be strangely in want of a confidant, indeed, 
to take you for one!” 

“Why, what an insolent speech!” cried he, half 
serious and half laughing, but casting up his eyes and 
hands with astonishrient. 
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He then let me be quiet some time, but in a few 
minutes renewed his inquiries with added eagerness, 
begging me to tell Aim if nobody else. 

A likely matter! thought I; nor did I scruple to tell 
him, when forced to answer, that no one had 50 little 
chance of success in such 2 request. 

*« Why 201” cried he; ‘for I am the best person in 
the world to trust with a secret, as I always forget it.” 

He continued working at me till we joined Mrs. 
Thrale and the Attorney-General. And then Miss 
Thrale, stimulated by him, came to inquire if I had 
really taken any thing amiss of her. No, I assured 
her. 

‘Ts it of me, then?” cried Mr. Crutchlcy, as if sure 
¥ should say no; but I made no other answer than 
desiring him to desist questioning me. 

“So I will,” cried he; ‘only clear me,—only say it 
is not me.” 

“{ shall say nothing about the matter; so do pray 
be at rest.” 

“Well, but it can't be me, I know: only say that. 
It’s Queeny, I dare say.” 

“No, indeed.” 

“Then it’s you,” cried Miss Thrale; “and I’m glad 
of it, with all my heart!” 

He then grew quite violent, and at last went on with 
his questions till, by being quite silent to them, he 
could no longer doubt who it was. He seemed then 
wholly amazed, and entreated to know what he had 
done; but I tried only to avoid him, and keep out of 
his way. 

+ Soon after the Attorney-General took his leave, 
during which ceremony Mr. Crutchley, coming be- 
hind me, exclaimed,— 
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“Who'd think of this creature's having any venom 
in her!” 

“Qh yes,” answered I, “ when she's provoked.” 

* But have J provoked you 2” 

Again I got off. Taking Miss Thrale by the arm, 
we hurried away, leaving him with Mrs. Thrale and 
Miss Owen. He was presently, however, with us 
again; and when he came to my side, and found me 
really trying to talk of other matters with Miss Thrale, 
and avoid him, he called out,— 

“Upon my life, this is too bad! Do tell me, Miss 
Barney, what is the matter? If you won't, I protest 
T’'ll call Mrs. Thrale, and make her work at you her- 
self.” 

I now, in my turn, entreated he would not; for I 
knew she was not to be safely trusted with any thing 
she could turn into ridicule. 1 was, therefore, impa- 
tient to have the whole matter drupped; and after 
assuring him very dryly, yet peremptorily, that I should 
never satisfy him, I started another subject with Miss 
Thrale, and we walked quietly on. 

He eaclaimed, with a vehemence that amazed me in 
return, ‘¢ Why will you not tell me? Upon my life, 
if you refuse me any longer, I'll call the whole house 
to speak for me!” 

“I assure you,” answered I, ‘‘that will be to no 
purpose; for I must offend myself by telliog it, and 
therefore I shall mention it to nobody.” 

«« But what in the world have I done?” 

‘Nothing ; you have done nothing.” 

*¢ What have I said, then! Only let me beg your 
pardon,—only let me know what it is, that I may beg 
your pardon.” 

I then took up the teasing myself, and quite insisted 
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upon his leaving us and joining Mrs. Thrale, He 
begged me to tell Miss Thrale, and let her mediate, 
and entreated her to be his agent; which, in order to 
get rid of him, she promised; and he then slackened 
his pace, though very relnctantly, while we quickened 
ours. 

Miss Thrale, however, asked me not a question, 
which I was very glad of, as the affair, trifling as it is, 
would be but mortifying to mention; and though I 
could not, when so violently pressed, disguise my re~ 
sentment, I was by no means disposed to make any 
serious complaint. I merely wished to let the gentle- 
man know 1 was not so much hie humble servant as to 
authorise even the smallest disrespect from him. 

He was however, which I very little expected, too 
uuneasy to stay long away; and when we had walked 
on quite out of hearing of Mrs. Thrale and Miss Owen, 
he suddenly galloped after us. 

*¢How odd it is of you,” said Miss Thrale, “to come 
and intrade yourself in this manner upon any body 
tl at tries so to avoid you!” 

“ Have you done any thing for me?” cried he; “I 
don’t believe you have said a word.” 

Not IJ, truly!” answered she; ‘if I can keep my 
own self out of scrapes, it’s all I can pretend to.” 

“Well, but do tell me, Miss Burney,— pray tell me! 
indeed, this is quite too bad; I sha’n’t have a wink of 
sleep ail night. If I have offended you, I am very 
sorry indeed; but I am sure I did not mean——”" 

“No, sir!” interrupted I, “I don’t suppose you did 
mean to offend me, nor do I know why you should. I 
expect from you neither good nor ill,—civility I think 
myself entitled to, and that is all I have any desire 
for.” . 
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“*Good Heaven!” exclaimed he. ‘* Tell me, how- 
ever, but what it is, and if I have said any thing un- 
guardedly, I am extremely sorry, and I most sincerely 
beg your pardon.” 

Is it not very strange that any man, in the same 
day, could be so disdainfully proud and so condescend- 
ingly humble? I was never myself more astonished, 
as i had been firmly persuaded he would not have 
deigned to take the smallest notice of me from the 
moment of his hearing Sir Philip’s idle raillery. 

I now grew civiller, for I dreaggd his urgency, 
as it was literally impossible for me to come to the 
point. 

I told him, therefore, that I was sorry he took so 
much trouble, which I hed by no means intended to 
give him, and begged he would think of it no more. 

He was not, however, to be so dismissed. Again he 
threatened me with Mrs. Thrale, but again I assured 
him nothing could less answer to him. 

“Well, but,” cried he, ‘‘ if you will not let me know 
my crime, why, I must never speak to you any more.” 

“Very well,” answered I, “if you please we will 
proclaim a mutual silence henceforward.” 

“Oli,” cried he, “you, I suppose, will be ready 
enough; but to me that would be a loss of very great 
pleasure. If you would tell me, however, I am sure I 
could explain it off, because I am sure it has been done 
undesignedly.” 

No, it does not admit of any explanation; #0 pray 
don’t mention it any more.” 

‘Only tell me what part of the day it was.” 

‘Whether this unconsciousness was real, or only to 
draw me in so that he might come to the point, and 
make his apology with greater ease, I know not; but 
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1 assured him it was in vain he asked, and again 
desired him to puzzle himself with no farther recollec- 
tions. 

“Ob,” cried he, ‘‘ but I shal? think of every thing 
I have ever said to you for this half year. I am 
sure, whatever it was, it must have been unmeant and 
unguarded.” 

“That, sir, I never doubted; and probably you 
thought me hard enough to hear any thing without 
minding it.” 

“Good Heaveg Miss Burney! why, there is nobody 
I would not sooner offend,—-nobody in the world! 
Queeny knows ity If Queeny would speak, she could 
tell you so. Is if not true, Mise Thralet” 

««T shall say nothing about it; if J can keep my own 
neck out of the collar, it’s enough for me.” 

‘ But won't it plead something for me that you are 
ture, and must be sure, it was by blander, and not 
design?” 

“Indeed I am sorry you take all this trouble, which 
ip very lite worth your while; so do pray say no 
more.” 

** But will you forgive me?” 

© Yes.” 

“Tt seems to come very hard from you. Will you 
promise to have quite forgiven it by the time I retarn 
next Thursday?” 

**Oh, I hope I shall have no remembrance of any 
part of it before then. I am sorry you know any thing 
about it; and if you had not been so excessively 
earnest, I should never have let you; but I could uot 
sey an untrath when pushed so hard.” 

“I hope, then, it will be all dissipated by to-morrow 
morning.” 
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“Oh, surely! I should be very much surprised if it 
out-lasted the night.” 

*¢Well, but then will you be the same? I never 
saw such a change. If yon ure serious-———” 

“Ob, no, Tl be wondrous merry!” 

“I beg you will think no more of it. I—I believe I 
know what it is; and, indeed, I was far from meaning 
to give yon the smallest offence, und I most earnestly 
beg your pardon. There is nothing I would not do to 
assure you how sorry iam. But I hope it will be all 
over by the time the eandles come. I shall look to see, 
afd I hope—I beg—you will have the fame counte- 
nance again.” 

I now felt really appeased, and go I told him. 

‘We then talked of other mattors till we reached 
home, thongh it was not without difficulty I could 
even yet keep him quiet, I then ran up-stairy with 
my cloak, and stayed till supper-time, when I returned 
without, I hope, any remaining appearance of dudgeon 
in my phiz ; for after so much trouble and humiliation, 
it would heve been abominable to have shewn any. 

I see, besides, that Mr. Cratchley, though ofa cold 
and proud disposition, is generous, amiable, and deli- 
cate, and, when not touched upon the tender string of 
gallantry, concerning which he piques himself upon 
invariable hardness and immoveubility, hiv sentiments 
are not merely inst, but refined, 

. “ 

After supper, Mr. Crateliley, thongh he spoke to me 
two or three times with an evident intention to observe 
my looks and manner in answering him, which were 
both meant to be much us usual, seemed still dissatis- 
fied both with his own justification and my appease- 
ment; and when we all arose to go to bed, he crossed 
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over to me, and said in a whisper, “‘I have begged 
Mies Thrale to intercede for n.e; she will explain all; 
and I hope——” 

“* Very well—very well,” said I, in a horrible 
hurry ; ‘* there is no occasion for any thing more.” 

For Mrs. and Miss Thrale, and Miss Owen, were 
all standing waiting for me: he put himself, however, 
before me, so that I could not get away, and went 
on :— 

“ Only hear me,—pray hear me. Is it what she 
(pointing to Mrs. Thale) put about in the morning?” 

«T'll tell you another time,” cried J, in fifty ago- 
nies to nee how they were all ready to titter, which he, 
whose back was to them, perceived not. 

“ T have told Miss Thrale what I thought it was,” 
he continued, ‘‘ and she will explain it all, and tell you 
how very impossible it wes I could think of offending 
you. Indeed, I beg your pardon! I do, indeed, most 
sincerely. I hope you will think of it no more,—I 
hope it will be all over.” 

“ It ie all over,” cried I, still trying to get away. 

«« Well, but—stop—only teil me if it was chat ——” 

“© Ay—ay—to-morrow morning ;” and then I forced 
myself into the midst of them, and got off. 

Srezataam, Tairspaxr.—This was the great and 
most important day to all this hoase, upon which the 
sale of the Brewery wa» to Le decided. Mrs. Thrale 
went early to town, to meet all the executors, and 
Mr. Barclay, the Quaker, who was the bidder. She 
was in great agitation of sind, and told me if all went 
well she wonld wave a white pochet-handkerchief out 
of the coach window. 

Four o’clock came and dinner was ready, and no 
Mrs. Thrale. Fixe o'clock followed, and no Mrs. 
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Thrale. Queeny and I went out upon the lawa, where 
we eauntered, in eager expectation, till near six, and 
then the coach appeared in sight, and a white pocket- 
handkerchief was waved from it. 

I ran to the door of it to meet her, and she jumped 
out of it, and gave me a thousand embraces while I 
gave my congratulations. We went instantly to her 
dressing-room, where she told me, in brief, how the 
matter had been transacted, and then we went down 
to dinner. 

Dr. Johnson and Mr. Crutchley had accompanied 
her home. I determined to behave to Mr, Crutchley 
the same as before our quarrel, though he did not so 
to me, for he hardly spoke a word to me. An ac- 
cident, however, happened after dinner, which made 
him for a while more loquacious. Mrs, Thrale, in 
cutting some fruit, had cut her finger, and asked me 
for some black sticking-plaster, and as I gave it her 
out of my pockct-hook, she was Ytruck with the beau- 
tiful glowiness of the paper of a letter which peeped. 
ont of it, and rather waggishly asked me who wrote to 
me with so much elegant attention? 

“« Mrs. Gast,” answered I. 

-* Oh,” cried she, “do pray then let me see her 
hand.” 

I chewed it her, and she admired it very justly, and 
said,— 

“ Do shew it to Mr. Crutcbley; ‘tis a mighty gen- 
teel hand indeed.” 

I complied, Lut took it from him as soon as he had 
looked at it, Indeed. he is the last man in the world 
to have even desired to read any letter not to him- 
self. 

Dr. Johnson now, who, too deaf to hear what was 
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saying, wondered what we were thue handing about, 
asked an explanation. 

“© Why, we are all,” said Mrs. Thrale, “ admiring 
the hand of Fanny's Mr. Crisp’s sister.” 

«¢ And meyn’t I admire it too 1” cried he. 

+ « Oh, yes,” said she; “ shew it him, Burney.” 

I put it in his hand, and he instantly opened and 
began reading it. Now though there was nothing in 
it but what must refiect honour upon Mrs. Gast, she 
had charged me not to shew it; and, also, it was eo 
very flattering to me, that I was quite consternated at 
this proceeding, and called out,— 

“ Sir, it was only to shew you the hand-writing, and 
you have seen enough for thet.” 

‘* T shall know best myself," answered he, laughing, 
“« when I have seeu enough.” 

And he read on, The trath is I am sure he took it 
for granted they had all read it, for he bad not heard 
a word that had passé. 

I then gave Mrs. Thrale a reproachfal glance for 
what she had done, and she jumped up, and calling 
out,— 

“So I have done mischief, I see!” and ran out of 
the room, followed by Queeny. I stayed hovering over 
the Doctor to recover my property; but the minute 
the coast was clear, Mr. Crutchley, taking advantage 
of his deafuese, said,— 

“* Well, ma’am, I hope we are uow friends ?” 

“ Yes!” cried I. 

“¢ And is it all quite over?” 

«« Entirely.” 

** Why then, do pray,” cried he, laughing, “ be so 
good ag to let me know tcitat was our quarrel?” 

«« No—no, I she’nt!’’ (cried I, laughing too, at the 
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absurdity of quarrelling and seeming not to know what 
for): * it is all over, and that is enough.” 

‘* No, by no means enough: I must really beg you 
to tell me; fam uneasy till I know. Was it that silly 
joke of mine at dinner!” 

“No, I assure you, it was no joke!” 

*« Bat was it at dinner, or before dinner ?" 

“ Is it not enough that it is over? I am sorry you 
knew any thing of the matter, and T am obliged to 
you for taking so much trouble about it; so there let 
it rest.” 

“ But pray do tell me!—if only that I may be more 
on my guard another time.” 

“ No, pray,” cried I, in my turn, “ don’t be on your - 
guard ; for if you are, I shall suppose you have taken 
the resentment up where I have laid it down.” 

“ That I won't do, indeed,” said he; “ but I merely 
wish to beg your pardon: and I think my earnestness 
must at least have convinced you how very sorry I am 
to have given you any offence.” 

Herc Dr. Johuson returned me my letter, with very 
warm praise of its coutents. Mrs. Gast would not 
only have forgiven me, but have been much deligtited 
bad she heard his approbation of all she had written 
to me, 

Mr. Crotchley, never satisfied, again began his en- 
treaties that I would “come to the point,” while 
1 was patting up my letter; but I hurried out of the 
room without auy new answer, though he called after 
me,— 

“I sha'n't rest, Miss Burney, till you tell me!” 

It cannot be, all this time, that he does not know; 
he merely wants me to mention the matter mynelf, that 
with a better grace he may apologise about it, How- 
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ever, I shall certainly not give him that assistance, 
though far from bearing him any malice. I think of 
him as well as I did before the fracas; for however his 
pride of indifference urged him #0 to fly out, it is 
evident he could half murder himself with self-anger 
that he has given any cause of displeasure. 

Fripay.——Miss Thrale, Dr. Johnson, Mr. Crutehley, 
and myself, went to town; and, having set down Dr. 
Johnson at his own honse, we went to Bond Street for 
Miss Owen, and proceeded to the exhibition. I think 
E need not describe the pictures, 

Miss Owen returved with us to Streatham; Mr. 
Crutchley recovered his spirits, and we all did very 
well. But in the afternoon, just us we had finished 
tea, Mr. Crutchley said to Mrs. Thrale,— 

«« Ma'am, I must beg a private conference with you.” 

“(With me?” cried she; “I thought now I had 
parted with my brewhouse, all our conferences were 
over.” 

*« No,” said he, ‘one more, just to take leave of 
them.” 

Away they went, and when they returned he said 
it was something sbout Queeny, who, however, never 
inquired what. 1 should not have mentioned this, but 
that the neat morning — 

Sarurpay— Mrs. Thrale, who sleeps in the next 
room to mine, called me to ber bed-side, and said,— 

“Now, my dearest Tyo,” you know not how I hate 


* When Lieutenout Burney accompanied Captain Coox to 
Oranurre, each ot the English sailors was adopted o» a brother 
by some one of the natives. The ceremony consisted in rubbing 
noses together, and eachanging the appellation of ya, or Taio, 
which signified chosen friend. This title was sometimes playfully 
given to Mise Burney by Mrs. Threle 
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to keep from you any thing. Do you love me well 
enough to hear to hear something you will mortally 
dislike, without hating me for it?” 

* What on earth could I hate wou for?” eried I. 

* Nay, ‘tis no fault of mine; but still it is owing to 
me, and I dread to tell you lest it should wake you 
sorry for your kindnes to me.” 

I was quite out of breath at this preparation; and 
though I warmly and truly, f am svre, protested that 
nothing upon earth could Jessen my affection for her, 
I was really afraid to asl: what was next to follow. 

“T am as sorry,” continued she, “ as | can live, that 
any thing should give vou any disturbauce, but most 
especially any thing that relates to me. I would give 
you, if I could, nothing but jleasure, for I am sure T 
receive nothing else from you. Pruy, then, don’t let 
any malice, or impertinence, or ridicule, make yon 
hate me; for I caw, and you know told you long ago, 
the world would be ill-natured enough to try to part 
us; bat let it not succeed, for it is worth neither of 
our attentions,” 

“On my part, I am sure, it cannot succeed,” cried 
I, more and more alarmed ; “ for J am yours for ever 
and for ever, and now almost whether I will or not.” 

“ T hope so,” cried she, “for Lam sure no one can 
love you more; and I am sorry, and grieved, and 
enraged that your affection and kindness for me should 
bring you any uneasiness, We are ail sorry, indeed ; 
Queeny is very sorry, and Mr. Crutehley is very 
sorry ——" 

“You make me more and more afraid,” said 1; 
“but pray tell me what it all means?” 

“Why you know Mr, Cratchley yesterday called 
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me out of the room to tell me a secret; well, this was 
to shew mea paragraph he had just reed in the news 
paper, ‘ And do, ma’am,’ says he, ‘ have the newspaper 
burnt, or put somewhere safe out of Mies Burney’s 
wey; for I am sure it will vex her extremely.’” 

Think if this did not terrify ne pretty haudsomely. 
I turned sick as death. She gave me the paper, and I 
read the following paragraph :— 

“* Miss Burney, the sprightly writer of the elegant 
novel, ‘Evelina,’ is now domesticated with Mrs. Thrale, 
in the same manuer that Miss More is with Mrs. 
Garrick, and Mrs. Carter with Mrs. Montagu.” 

The preparation for this had been so very alarming, 
that little as 1 liked it, 1 was so much afraid of some- 
thing still worse, that it really was a relief to me to 
see it; aud Mrs. Thrale’s excess of tenderness and 
delicacy about it was such as to have made me amends 
for almost any thing. I promised, therefore, to take 
it like @ man; and, after thanking her with the sin- 
cerest gratitude for her infinite kindness, we parted 
to dress. 

It is, however, most insufferably impertinent to be 
thus dragged into print, notwithstanding every possible 
effort and caution to avoid it. There i» nothing, 
querely concerning myself, that can give me greater 
uneasiness; for there is nothing 1 have always wore 
dreaded, or more uniformly endeavoured to avoid. 

I think myself, however, much obliged to Mr. 
Crutchley for his very good-natured interference and 
attempt to'save me this vexation, which is an atteution 
I by no means expected from him. He has scolded 
Mrs. Thrale since, she says, for having told me, be- 
eause he perceived it bad lowered my spirits; but she 
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thought it most likely I should hear it from those who 
would tell it me with less tenderness, and, therefore, 
had not followed his advice. 

Scxpay.—We had Mr. and Mrs. Davenant here. 
They are very lively and agreeable, and I like them 
more and more. Mre. Davenant is one of the saucy 
women of the ton, indeed ; but she has good parts, and 
is gay and entertaining; and her sposo, who passion- 
ately adores her, though five years her junior, is one of 
the best-tempered end most pleasant-charactered young 
men imaginable. 

Thad new specimens to-day of the oddities of Mr. 
Cratchley, whom IJ do not yet quite understand, though 
I have seen so much of him, In the course of our 
walks to-day we chanced, ut one time, to be somewhat 
before the rest of the company, and soon got into a 
very serious conversation; though we began it by his 
relating a most ludicrous incident which had happened 
to him last winter. 

There is a certain poor wretch of a villanous painter, 
one Mr. Lowe, who is in «ome measure under Dr. 
Jobnson's protection, and whom, therefore, he recom- 
mends to all the people he thinks can afford to sit for 
their pictures. Among these, he made Mr. Seward 
very readily, and then applied to Mr. Crutchley. 

“ But now,” said Mr. Cratchley, as he told me the 
circumstance, ‘* I have not a notion of sitting for my 
pieture,— for who wants it? I mey as well give the 
man the money without; but no, they all said that 
would not do so well, and Dr. Johnaon asked me to 
give him my picture. ‘ And J assure you, sir,’ says he, 
*I shall put it in very good company, for I have por- 
traits of some very respectable people in my diving- 


room.’ ‘ Ay, sir,’ says J, ‘that's sufficient reason why 
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you should not have mine, for I am sure it has no 
‘business in such society.’ So then Mrs. Thrale asked 
me to give it to Her. ‘Ay sure, me’am,’ says I, ‘ you 
do me great honour; but pray, first, will you do me the 
favour to tell me what door you intend to put it be- 
hind? However, after all I could say in opposition, I 
was obliged to go to the painter's. And I found him 
im such a condition! a room all dirt and filth, brats 
equalling and wrangling, up two pair of stairs, and a 
closet, of which the door was open, that Seward well 
said was quite Pandora’s box—it was the repository 
of all the nzetiness, and stench, and filth, and food, 
end drink, and oh, it was too bad to be borne! 
and ‘Oh! says I, ‘Mr. Lowe, I beg your pardon for 
ranning away, bat I have just recollected another en- 
gagement ; so 1 poked the three guineas in his hand, 
and told him I would come again another time, and 
then ran out of the house with all my might.” 

Well, when we had done laughing about this poor 
unfortunate painter, the subject turned upon portraits 
in general, and our conference grew very grave: on 
his part it soon became even melancholy. I have not 
time to dialogue it; but he told me he could never 
bear to have himeelf the picture of any one he loved, 
as, in case of their death or absence, he should go dis- 
tracted by looking at it; and that, as for himself, he 
never had, and never would sit for his own, except 
for one miniature by Humphreys, which his sister 
begged of him, as he could never flatter himself there 
was « human being in the world to whom it could be 
of any possible value: ‘‘ And now,” he added, ‘less 
than ever!” 

This, and various other speeches to the same pur- 
pose, he spoke with a degree of dejection that surprised 
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me, as the coldness of his character, and his continn- 
ally boasted insensibility, made me believe him really 
indifferent Loth to love and hatred. 

After this we talked of Mrs. Davenant. 

“She is very agreeable,” said 1, “I like her much, 
Don’t you?” 

“Yes, very much,” said he; “she is lively and en- 
tertaining ;” and then a moment after, “‘ "Tis wonder- 
ful,” he exclaimed, ‘that euch a thing as that can 
captivate a man!’ 

“Nay,” ered I, ‘nobody more, for her husband 
quite adores her.” 

“So I find,” said he: ‘‘and Mrs. Thrale says men 
in general like her.” 

“ They certamly do” cried 1; -‘and all the oddity 
is in you ¥ho do uot, not in them who do.” 

** May be so,” answered he, “‘ but it don't do for me, 
indeed.” 

‘We then ceme to two gates, and there I stopped 
short, to wait till they joined us; and Mr. Cratchley, 
tarning about and looking at Mrs. Davenant, as she 
came forward, said, rather in a mattering voice, and to 
himself than to me, “‘ What a thing for an attachment! 
No, no, it would not do for me!—too much glare! too 
much flippancy ! too mach hoop! too much gauze! too 
much slipper: too much nech! Oh, hide it! hide it! 
—mutie it up! mute it up! If it is but in a fur 
cloak, I ata for muffiing it all up!” 

And thus he diserted himself t:ll they came up to 
us. But never, I believe, was there a man who could 
endure so very few people. Even Mra. and Miss 
Thrale, of whom he is fond to excess, he would rather 
not see than see with other company ! 

Is he not a strange composition? 
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Srezarsam, Juxz.—I found Dr. Johnson in admir 
able good-humour, and our journey hither was ex- 
tremely pleasant. I thanked him for the last batch 
of his poets, and we talked them over almost all 
the way. 

Sweet Mrs, Thrale received me with her wonted 
warmth of affection, but shocked me by her own ill 
looks, and the increasing alteration in her person, 
which perpetual anxiety and worry have made. I 
found with her Mrs. Lambart and the Rev. Mr. Jen- 
nings, a youvg brother of Sir Philip Clerke, and Mr. 
Seward. 

Mrs. Lambart I was much pleased with again meet- 
ing, for she is going in a few days to Brussels with ber 
son, in order to reside for two years. Mr. Jennings I 
was not much charmed with; but he may be a good 
sort of man for all that, and for all he was somewhat 
over-facetious, or would have been; for Mrs. Thrale, 
after running to kiss me, introduced me to Sir Philip's 
brother, who said, — 

“« Pray, ma'am, may not that fashion go round?” 

‘© No, no, there ’s no occasion for that,” cried I. 

“Oh, yea, there is,” returned he; ‘it may be an 
old-fashioned custom, but I am an old-fashioned man, 
and therefore I rather like it the better. Come, Mrs. 
Thrale, may I not be introduced properly to Miss 
Burney?” 

“ No, no,” cried she, while I took care to get out 
of the way, ‘‘ nobody kisses Miss Burney in this house 
but myself.” 

©] have ventured,” cried Mr. Seward, “to some- 
times touch the tip of Miss Burney’s little finger- 
nail; but never farther.” 

T then gave Mrs. Thrale some account of my visit to 
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Mrs. Byron, which turned the conversation ; and pre- 
eently entered Mr. Cratchley. 

We had a good cheerful day, and in the evening Sir 
Richard Jebb came; aud nothing can I recollect, but 
that Dr. Johnson forced me to sit on a very small sofa 
with him, which was hardly large enough for himself; 
and which would have made a subject for o print by 
Harry Bunbury that would have diverted all London; 
ergo, it rejoiceth me that he was not present. 

Wrpxyespay.—We had a terrible noisy day. Mr. 
and Mrs, Cator came to dinner, and bronght with 
them Miss Collison, a niece. Mrs. Nesbitt wae also 
here, and Mr. Pepys. 

‘The long war which las been proclaimed among the 
wits concerning Lord ‘.yttelton’s “ Life,” by Dr. John- 
won, and which a whole tribe of dives, with Mrs. 
Montagu at their head, have vowed to execrate and 
revenge, now broke out with all the fury of the first 
actual hostilitics, stimulated by long-concerted schemes 
aud much spiteful information. Mr Pepys, Dr. John- 
son well new, was one of Mrs. Montagu’s steadiest 
abettors; and, therefore, as he had some time de- 
termined to defend himself with the first of them he 
met, this day he fell the sacrifice to his wrath. 

In a long téte-d-téte which I accidentally had with 
Mr. Pepys before the company was assembled, he told 
me his «pprehensious of au attack, and entrcated me 
earnestly to endeavour to prevent it; modestly avowing 
he was no antagonist for Dr. Johnson; and yet de- 
clariug his personal friendship fur Lord Lyttelton made 
him so much hurt by the “Life,” that he feared he 
could nox discuss the matter without a quarrel, which, 
especially in the house of Mrs. Thrale, he wished to 
avoid. 


46 DIARY AND LETTERS {Parr I. 


It was, however, utterly impossible for me to serve 
him. I could have stopped Mrs. Thrale with ease, 
and Mr. Seward with a hint, had either of them begun 
tho subject; but, unfortunately, in the middle of dinner 
it was begun by Dr. Johnson himself, to oppose whom, 
especially as he spoke with great anger, would have 
been madness and folly. 

Never before haye I seea Dr. Johnson speak with so 
much passion. 

‘«« Mr, Pepys,” he cried, in a voice the most enraged, 
“« | understand you are offended by my ‘ Life of Lord 
Lyttelton.’ What is it you have to say against it? Come 
forth, man! Here am J, ready to answer any charge 
you can bring!” 

“No, sir,” cried Mr, Pepys, “not at present; I 
must beg leave to decline the cubject. 1 told Miss 
Burney before diuner that I hoped it would uot be 
started.” 

I was quite frightened to hear my own name men- 
tioned in a debate which began so seriously; but Dr. 
Johnson made not to this any answer: he repeated his 
attack and his challenge, and a violent disputation 
ensued, in which this great but murtal man did, to own 
the truth, appear unreaconably fmious and grosely 
severe. I never saw him so before, and I heartily 
hope I never shall again. He has been long provoked, 
and justly enough, at the sneaking complain and 
murmurs of the Lytteltonian», and, therefure, his 
long-excited wrath, which hitherto had met no object, 
now burst forth with a .ehe:nence and bitterness 
almost incredible. 

Mr. Pepys meantiine urver appeared to so much 
advantage; he precrsed his temper, uttered all that 
belonged mercly tu himself with modesty, and all that 
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more immediately related to Lord Lyttelton with spirit. 
Indeed, Dr. Johnson, in the very midst of the dispute, 
had the candor and liberality to make him a personal 
compliment, by saying,— 

“Sir, all that you say, while you are vindicating 
one who cannot thank you, makes me only think 
better of you than I ever did before. Yet still I think 
you do me wrong,” &c. &c. 

Some time after, in the heat of the argument, he 
called out—— 

“The more my ‘ Lord Lyttelton’ is inyuired after, the 
worse he will appear; Mr. Seward has just heard two 
stories of him, which corroborate all I have related.” 

He then desired Mr. Seward to repeat them. Poor 
Mr. Seward looked almost as frightened as myself at 
the very mention of his name; but he quietly and 
immediately told the stories, which consisted of fresh 
inctances, from good authorities, of Lord Lyttelton’s 
illiberal behaviour to Shenstone; aud then he flung 
himself buck in his chair, and spoke no more during 
the whole debate, which I am sure he was ready to 
vote a bore. 

One happy circumstance, however, attended the 
quarrel, which was the preseuce of Mr. Cator, who 
would by no means be prevented talking himself, 
either by reverence for Dr. Juhuson, or ignorance of 
the subject in question; on the contrary, he gave his 
opinion, quite uncalled, upon every thing that was 
aaid by either party, and that with an importance and 
pomposity, yet with an emptiness and verbosity, that 
rendered the whole dispute, when in his hands, nothing 
more than ridicolous, aud compelled even the dis- 
putants themselves, all inflamed as they were, to laugh. 
To give a specimen—one speech will do for a thousand. 
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“ As to this here question of Lord Lyttelton I can’t 
speak tot to the purpose, as I have not read hus ‘ Life,” 
for I have only read the ‘ Life of Pope ,’ I have got the 
books though, for I sent for them last week, and they 
came tome on Wi ednesday, and then I began them , but 
Ihave not yet read ‘Lod Lyttelton.’ ‘Pope’ I have 
begun, and that 1» what I 1m now reading Put 
what I have to say about Lord Lyttelton 19 this here 
Mr, Seward oars that Lord Lyttelton’s steward dunned 
Mr. Shenstone for lus rent, by wInch 1 understand he 
‘was a tenant of Lord Lyttelton: Well, 1f he was a 
tenant of Lord Lyttelton <, why snould not he pay his 
rent?” 

Who could contiadict thi~? 

When dine ws quite over, and we left the men to 
their wine, we Loped they would finish the affarr but 
Dr. John-on was determmued to talk it through, and 
make a battle of 11, though Mr. Pepy» tried to be off 
continually When they were all summonet to tea, 
they entered still warm and siolent Mr Cator had 
the book in his hand and was reading the “Life of 
Lyttelton,’ that he mught better, ac said, understand 
the cau-e, thon.h not a cre it ie cared 1f he had rever 
heard of at 

Mr. Pepys came up to .ne ar] sad — 

** Ja-t what I had so much w ~1ed to avud' I have 
‘been crnshed in the very or set ’ 

T could make hm no answu, fe Dr Johuso. im- 
meuzately callcd 1 im off, an] huang. 1 and attached 
ihm ~ith a vehemei ce and continuity that quite con- 
cerned both Mr~ 31> kc ard -my«clf, and th t iude 
Mr. Pepys, at ta-*, resolutely sile:t, however called 
upon 

This now gren more unplen-ant than even, tll 
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Mr. Cator, having some time studied his book, ex- 
claimed,— 

“What I am now going to say, as I have not yet 
read the ‘ Life of Lord Lyttelton’ quite through, must 
be considered as being only said aside, because what I 
am going to say——~” 

“1 wish, sir,” cried Mrs. Thrale, “it had been all 
said aside; here is too much about it, indeed, and I 
should be very glad to hear no more of it.” 

This speech, which she made with great spirit and 
dignity, had an admirable effect. Every body was 
silenced. Mr. Cator, thus interrupted in the midst of 
his proposition, looked quite amazed ; Mr. Pepys waa 
much gratified by the interference; and Dr. Johnson, 
after a pause, said,— 

«© Well, madam, you s/alf hear no more of it; yet 
I will defend myself in every part and in every atom !” 

And from this time the subject was wholly dropped. 
This dear violent Doctor was conscious he had been 
wrong, and therefore he mo-t candidly bore the re- 


‘Mr. Cator, after some evident chagrin at having his 
speech thus rejected, comforted himself by coming up 
to Mr. Seward, who was seated next me, to talk to 
him of the changes of the climates from hot to could 
in the countries he had visited ; and he prated so much, 
yet said so little, aud pronounced his words so vulgarly, 
that I found it impossible to keep my countenance, and 
‘waa once, when most unfortunately he addressed him- 
self to me, surprised by him on the fall grin. To 
soften it off as well as I could, I pretended unusual 
complacency, and instead of recovering my gravity, £ 
continued a most ineffable smile for the whole time he 
talked, which was indeed no difficult task. Poor Mr. 

VOL. IL, z 
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Seward was as much off his guard as myself, heving 
his mouth distended to its fullest extent every other 
minate. 

When the Jeave-taking time arrived, Dr. Johnson 
called to Mr. Pepys to shake hands, an invitation 
which was most coldly and forcibly accepted. Mr. 
Cator made a point of Mrs. Thrale’s dining at his 
house soon, and she could not be wholly excused, as 
she has many transaction» with him ; but she fixed the 
day for three weehs hence. They have invited me so 
often, that I have now promised not to fail making one. 

Tavurspiy Mornine.— Dr. Johnson went to town 
for some days, but not before Mrs. Thrale read him a 
very serious lecture upon giving way to such violence ; 
which he bore with a patience and quietmess that even 
more than made his peace with me; for such a man’s 
confessing himself wrong is almost more amiable than 
another man being steadily right. 

Fainai, Junz lira.—We had my dear father and 
saphy Stretfield, who, as usual, was beautifal, caressing, 
aunable, sweet, and — fatiguing. 

suxpax, Jusz 1618.—This morning, after church, 
we had visits from the Pitches, and afterward. from 
+he Attorncy-General and Mrs. Wallace, his wife, who 
is avery agreeable woman. And heie I must give 
you a little trait of Mr. Cratchiecy, whose solid and 
fixed character I aim at this moment unable to fathom, 
tauch as I have seen of Lim. 

We has an aversion, not only to strangers, but to 
the world in gencral, that I never yet saw quite 
gqualled. I et tiret attributed it to shyness, but I now 
find it ie siaply disgust. To-day at uoon, while I was 
veading alone in the Lb:ar}, he came in, and amused 
Kmeelf very quietly in the <ame manner; but, upon a 


1781) OF THE AUTHOR OF EVELINA. 51 


noise which threatened an intrusion, he started up, and 
as the Pitches entered, he hastened away. After this, 
the Wallaces came, from whom he kept equally distant; 
but when we all went ont to shew the Attorney-General 
the hot-houses and kitchen-gardens, he retarned, I 
suppose, to the library, for there, when we came beck, 
we found him reading. He instantly arose, and wag 
retreating, but stopped upon my telling bim in passing 
that bis particular enemy, Mr. Merlin, was just ar- 
rived; and then some nonsense passing among us 
concerning poor Merlin and Miss Owen, he conde- 
scended to turn back and take a chair. Ile sat then, as 
usual when with much company, quite silent, till Mr. 
Wallace began talking of the fatigue he had endured 
at the birth-day, from the weight ond heat of his 
clothes, which were damask and gold, belonging to 
his pluce, and of the haste he was in to get ot the 
Queen, that he might speak to her Majesty, and make 
his escape from so insufferable @ situation es the heat, 
ineommodiousness, and richness of hi. dress, had put 
him into. 

“Well, sir,” interrupted Mr. Crutchley, in the 
midet of this complaint, to which he had listened with 
evident contempt, “ but you had at least the pleasure 
of chewing thi. dress at the levee!” 

This unexpected sarcasm instantly put an end to the 
anhject, and when I aflerwards spoke of it to Mr. 
Crutchley, and laughed at his little respect for an 
“© officer of the state —” 

“Oh!” cried he, ‘nothing makes me #0 sick as 
hearing such o+tentations complaints! The man has 
but just got the very dress he has been all his life 
working for, and now he is to parade about its in- 
convenience!” 
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‘This is certainly a good and respectable spirit, though 
not much caleulated to make its possessor popular. 

‘We had afterwards a good deal of sport with Merlin, 
who again stayed dinner, and was as heppy as a 
prince; but Mr. Crutchley plagued me somewhat by 
trying to set him upon attacking me; which, as E 
knew his readiness to do better than I chose to con- 
fess, was not perfectly to my taste. Once, when Piozzi 
‘was making me some most extravagant compliments, 
‘upon Heaven knows what of accomplishments and per- 
fections, which he said belonged to the whole famille 
Borni, and was challenging me to speak to him in 
Italian, which I assured him 1 could not do, Merlin 
officiously ealled out,— 

**O, je vous assure, Mile. Burney n’ignore rien; 
mais elle ext 6i modeste qu'elle ne veut pas, c'est a dire, 
parler.” 

And soon after, when « story was told of some- 
body's sins, which I have forgotten, Merlin, encou- 
raged again by some malicious contrivance of Mr. 
Crutchley’s to address himself to me, called out aloud, 
and very maldpropos, ‘Pour Mile. Burney, c’est une 
demoiselle qui n’a jamais peché du tout.” 

No, I hope not,” said J, in a low voice to Miss 
Thrale, while they were all holloaing at this oddity ; 
“at least, if I had, I think I would not confess.” 

“Tell him so,” cried Mr. Crutchley, 

“No, no,” cried I, “ pray let him alone.” 

“‘Do you hear, Mr. Merlin,” cried he then aloud ; 
“‘Miss Barney seys if she has sinned, she will not 
confess.” 

“©O, sirt” answered Merlin, simpering, “for the 
modest ladies, they neyer do confess, because, that is, 
they have uot got nothing to confess.” 
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Daring the dessert, mention was made of my father's 
picture, when this ridiculous creature exclaimed,-— 

“Oh! for that picture of Dr. Burney, Sir Joshua 
Reynhold has not taken pains, that is, to please me! 
I do not like it. Mr. Gainsborough has done one 
much more better of me, which is very agreeable in- 
deed. I wish it had been at the Exhibition, for it 
would have done him a great deal of credit indeed.” 

There was no standing the absurdity of this “ agree- 
able,” and we all laughed heartily, and Mrs. Thrale 
led the way for our leaving the room. 

*©Oh!” cried Merlin, half piqued, and half grinning 
from sympathy, “I assnre you there ie not nothing 
does make me so happy, that is, as to see the ladies 
so pleased ” 

Moynay, Jvve 17rm.—There passed, come time 
ago, an agreement between Mr. Crutchley and Mr. 
Seward, that the latter is to make a visit to the former, 
at his country-house in Berkshire; and to-day the 
time was settled: Lut a more ridiculous scene never 
was exhibited. The hont elect and the guest elect 
tried which should shew least expectation of pleasure 
from the meeting, and neither of them thought it at 
all worth while to di-guise his terror of being weary 
of the other. Mr. Seward seemed quite melancholy 
and depressed in the prospect of making, and Mr. 
Crutchley absolutely miserable in that of receiving, 
the visit. Yet nothing so ludicrous as the distreas 
of both, since nothing less necessary then that either 
should have such a punishment inflicted. I cannot 
remember half the absurd things that passed; but a 
few, by way of specimen, } will give. 

“ How long do you intend to stay with me, Seward?” 
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eried Mr. Crutchley ; “‘ how long do you think you can 
bear it?” 

“0, I don't know; I sha’n't fix,” answered the 
other: “just as I find it.” 

“Well, but—when shall you come? Friday or 
Saturday? I think you'd better not come till Satur- 
day.” 

“Why yes, I believe on Fridar.” 

“On Friday! Oh, you'll have too muck of it! what 
shall I do with you 2” 

“Why on Sundsy we'll dine at the Lyells. Mrs. 
Lyeli is a charming woman ; one of the most elegant 
creatures I ever saw.” 

“Wonderfully so,” cried Mr. Crutchley; “I like 
her extremely—an insipid idiot! She never opens her 
mouth but in a whisper; I never heard her speak a 
word in my life. But what must I do with you on 
Monday ? will you come away ?” 

“Oh, no; I'll stay and see it out.” 

“Why, how long shall you stay? Why I must come 
away myself on Tuesday.” 

“OQ, I sha'n’t settle yet,” cried Mr. Seward, very 
dryly. “I shall put up cix shirts, and then do as I 
find it.” 

“Six shirts!” exclaimed Mr. Crutchley; and then, 
with equal dryness added—‘t O!:, | suppose you wear 
two a-day.” 

And so on. 
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Diary continued, 

Srrzatnix, Juve 25.—I sent you off a most sad 
morsel, ny dearest Susy, but recciving no news of 
James had really so much sunk me, that I could 
hardly support my spirits with decency. Nothing 
better has happened since; but as all help of evil 
is out of my power, I drive from my mind the ap- 
prehenvion of it as much as I am able, and keep, and 
toill keep, my fears and horrors in as much subjection 
as possible. Yon will let me know, I am sure, when 
you get any intelligence, and you will, I earnestly 
hope, keep your own mind quiet till it arrives. There 
is never such a euperfiuity of actual happiness as to 
make it either rational or justifiable to feed upon ez- 
pected misery. That portion of philosophy which 
belongs to making the most of the present day, grows 
upon me strongly; and, as I have snffered infinitely 
from its neglect, it is what I most encourage, and, 
indeed, reqnire. 

I will go on with a little journalising, though I have 
now few things, and -till fewer people, to mention. 

Wenpwespar, Jcxz 26rn—Dr. Johnson, who had 
been in town some days, returned, and Mr. Cratchley 
came also, as well as wny father. I did not see the two 
latter till summoned to dinner ; and then Dr. Johnson 
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seizing my hand, while with one of his own he gave me 
ano very gentle tap on the shoulder, half drolly and 
half reproachfully called out,— 

“ Ah, you little baggage, you! and have you known 
how long I have been here, and never to come to me?” 

And the truth is, in whatever sportive mode he ex- 
presses it, be really likes not I should be absent from 
him half a minute whenever he is here, and not in his 
own apartment. 

Mr. Cratchley said he had just brought Mr. Seward 
to town in bis phaeton, alice. He gave a diverting 
account of the visit, which I fancy proved much better 
than either party pretended to expect, as I find Mr. 
Seward not only went a day sooner, but stayed two days 
later, than was proposed ; and Mr. Crutchley, on his 
part, said he had invited hin to repeat his visit at any 
time when he knew not in what other manner “to 
knock down a day or two.” What curious characters 
these are! Mr. Crutchley, however, continues the 
least fathomable, not only of these, but of all the men I 
have seen. I will give you, therefore, having, in- 
deed, nothing better to offer, some further specimens to 
judge of. 

Dr. Johnson, as usual when here, kept me in chat 
with him in the library after all the rest had dis- 
persed ; but when Mr. Crutchley returned again, he 
‘went up-stairs, and, as I wes finishing some work I had 
in hand, Mr. Crutebley, either from civility or a snd- 
den turn to loquacity, forbure his books, to talk. 

Among other folks, we discussed the two rival 
duchesses, Rutland and Devonshire. ‘The former,” 
he said, “‘ must, he fancied, be very weak and silly, as 
he knew that she endured being admired to her face, 
sud complimented perpetually, both upon her beauty 
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end her dress :” and when I asked whether he was one 
who joined in trying her — 

“Me!” cried he; “no, indeed! I never com- 
plimented any body ; that is, 1 never said to any body 
a thing J did not think, unless I was openly laughing 
at them, and making sport for other people.” 

“Ob,” cried I, * if every body went by this rule, what 
a world of conversation would be curtailed! The 
Duchess of Devonshire, I fancy, has better parts.” 

“Oh yes; and a fine, pleasant, open countenance. 
She came to my sister’a once, in Lincolnshire, when I 
was there, in order to see hare-hunting, which was 
then quite new to her.” 

“She is very amiable, I believe,” said 1; ‘for all 
her friends love and speak highly of her.” 

“Ob, yes, very much so; perfectly good-humoured 
and unaffected. And her horse was led, and she was 
frightened ; and we told her that was the hare, and that 
was the dog; and the dog poiuted at the hare, and the 
hare ran away from the dog; and then she took cou- 
rage, aud then she was timid ;—and, upon my word, she 
did it all very prettily! For my part, I liked it 20 well, 
that in half an hour I took to my own horse, and rode 
away.” 

After this, we began more seriously to talk upon 
happiness and misery; and I accused him of having 
little sense of either, from the various strange and des- 
perate speeches which he is continually making ; such 
as those I told you, of his declaring he cared not if he 
wes to be shut up in the Exchequer for the rest of his 
life; and as to Mrs. Plambe—the stupidest of all 
‘women—he had as lieve as not pass the reat of his 
days with her: and during this last visit, when the 
horrors of @ convent were enumerating hy Mrs. Thrale, 
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he asserted that there was nothing but prejudice in 
preferring any other mode of life, smce every mode was, 
in fact, alihe. 

‘* Well,” said he, “ and custom will make any thing 
endured ; though a great deal of all this must be given 
to mere tn without meaning; for as to hying with 
Mrs. Plaumbe, I protest I would not spend an hour with 
her to save me from ruin, nor with any body I did not 
like. 1 cannot even make common vnts to people 
unless I like them. But the few I do like, perhaps 
nohody ever hhed equally. I have, indeed, but one 
wish or thought about them; and that 1s, to be with 
them not only every day, but every hour. And I never 
change, and never grow tred nobody in the world 
has less taste for yanety.” 

Afterwards be asserted that nobody ever died of 
gnef. I did not agree with him, for I do, mdeed, 
believe at 15 a death but too possible. 

*T judge,” said he, “‘ a» people are too apt to judge, 
by myself, I am sure J have no affections that can 
dull me.” 

“J can easily believe that,” sad 1, “and I fancy 
very few people have; but, among them, I should 
certamly uever number those who settle themeehes 
into a philosophic colduess and apathy that renders all 
things equal to them, and the Convent or the Exchequer 
the same as any other places.” 

“Why, a little use would make them so,” enid he, 
laughmg. ‘‘ However, I believe 1 have hed as much 
delight one way as any man breathing; and that is, in 
hunting. I have pursued that with an enthuamesm that 
has been madness. I have been thrown from my horse 
and half hilled, and mounted her again and gone on. 
T have been at it till every one has been tired out; but 
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myself never. I have jumped from my horse to catch 
a dirty hound m my aims and kiss it!” 

“Well,” cured T, ‘and does this last ?” 

“Why, no,” cued he, “thank Heaven! not quite so 
bad now. To be sure, ’ts the most contemphble 
delight that ever man took, and I never knew three 
men m the wold who pursued it with equal pleasure 
that were not idiot, ‘Lhose, however,” said he after- 
wards, ‘are, I believe, the most happy who have most 
affections , even the pam of such ha» pleasure with it.” 

‘1his from.a man whose evident effort 19 to stifle 
every affection, nay, every feeling, of the soul ! 

“Ida not, coutinued he, ‘‘ beheve that any gnef in 
the world eve: out-lasted a twelvemoth ” 

‘A twels emonth, ’ seid {, ‘spent m real sorrow 18 & 
Jong, long time indeed I que~tion myself af :t almost 
can last or be supported Jonge: ' 

Aster this, upon my saying I supposed ium hardly a 
far judge of aftiiction, a» 1 belreved ‘um a man deter- 
muned to extinzuish every fcelim, that led to 1, he 
grew very uneapectcdly grave an! coromunicative, and 
told me he had had two calannties as heavy and ay 
bitter as any body could have or could teel 

“And yet,” said he, ‘1 found I got the better of 
them I was ili—I lost my appetite —1 conld not 
sleep—I had a fever, yet m time all these complaznts 
were gone, and I got well, and lived on much as 
usual ” 

One of these calamities he then explained to have 
been the lo-~s of hrs mothe:, whom I find he quite 
adored , and he seems «till to wonder how he survived 
her ‘he other he -cemed half mclned te menton, 
but I did not venture to lead to it, a3 1t occurred to me 
that it was possibly an affair of the heart; in which, if, 
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notwithstanding all his assertions of ignorance ef la belle 
passion, he has had a disappointment, I think much of 
the strangeness of his character accounted for. 

At dinner he appeared in his riding dress, prepared 
for his journey; and, during the dessert, his phaeton 
was announced. Mrs. Thrale at that time had stepped 
out of the room. He soon after called Miss Thrale 
aside, and proposed taking her two sisters, Susan and 
Sophy, who are still at home for the holydays, a ride in 
his phaeton! He bid her mention it to her mother, 
saying, that if she liked it, he would, defer going till 
next morning, that he might give the little girls this 
frolic. . 

Mrs. Thrale instantly returned, and, thanking him 
for his good-nature, most readily agreed to the pro- 
posal; though she could not but laugh at it, after his 
sullen refusal to stay at her request. 

Fripay.—The moment breakfast was over, Mr. 
Crutchley arose, and was taking leave; but Mrs. 
Vhrale told him, with an arch laugh, he had better 
stay, for he would not get mended by goimg. He 
protested, however, that he must certainly go home. 

*¢ And why?” cried she; ‘‘ what do you go for?” 

** Nay,” cried he, hesitating, “‘I don’t know, I am 
sure !"* 

“* Never mind him, madam,” cried Dr. Johnson; “a 
man who knows not why he goes, knows not why he 
ataya; therefore never heed him.” 

‘« Does any body expect you?” said Mrs. Thrale. 
«Do you want to see any body?” 

** Not a soul!” 

“Ther why can’t you stay ?” 

“No; I can’t etay now; I'll meet you on Tuesday.” 

“If you know so little why you should either go or 
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stay,” s@id Dr. Johnson, “never think about it, sir; 
toss up—that’s the shortest way. Heads or tails!—let 
that decide.” 

‘* No, no, sir,” answered he; “ this is but talk, for I 
cannot reduce it to that mere indifference in my own 
mind.” 

“What! must you go, then?” said Mrs. Thrale. 

“T must go,” retarned he, “upon a system of eco- 
nomy.” 

“ What! to save your horses coming again?” 

“No; but that I may not weary my friends quite 
out.” 

‘¢Oh, your friends are the best judges for them- 
selves,” said Mrs. Thrale ; ‘“do you think you can go 
any where that your company will be more desired t” 

“Nay, nay,” cried Dr. Johnson, ‘after such an 
excuse as that, your friends have a right to practise 
Trish hospitality, and lock up your bridle.” 

The matter was still undecided when Mrs. Threle 
ealled him to walk out with her. 

In abvut two hours, and when I thonght he was 
certainly gone, he came into the library, where I was 
reading Sherlock's flippant but entertaining letters, 
and said,— 

‘* A good morning to you, ma‘am.” 

‘© Are you going at lust,” cried I, ‘ia all this heat?” 

*«No,” cried he; “I am upon a new plan now. I 
have sent my man to Sunning-hill, and I am going 
now to see if F can stop him; for, in spite of all my 
resolves, I find there is no resisting the pleasures of 
this place.” 

«There is, indeed. nu resisting Mra. Thrale,” said 
I; “but why, indeed, shoudd you resist her?” 

“Oh,” cried he, in a tone half vexed, half laughing, 
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*¢] wish with ali my heart I was at Jericho at this 
very moment.” 

He then wished me good-by, and was off; leaving 
me, indeed, little better able to judge his actual cha- 
racter than the first day I saw him. 

At dinner, accordingly, he returned, and is now to 
stay till Tuesday. 

” * * * * 

I have very often, though I mention them not, long 
and melancholy discourses with Dr. Johnson, abont our 
dear deceased master, whom, indeed, he regrets inces- 
santly ; bat I love not to dwell on subjects of sorrow 
when I can drive them sway, especially to you, upon 
this account, as you were so inuch a stranger to that 
excellent friend, whom you only lamented for the sake 
of those who survived him. 

» . * . * 

The receipt of your sccond letter, my dearest Susy, 
has eo much animated and comforted me, that I can 
now go back to give you o better account of what 
passed here after the receipt of the first. 

While we were at church on Sunday morning, we 
heard a sermon, upon which, by means of a speech I 
chanced to make, we have been talking ever since. 
The sulject was treating of Aumility, and declaiming 
against pride; in the midst of which, Mrs. Thrale 
whispered,— 

“This sermon is all against us; thet is, four of us: 
Queeny, Burney, Susan, and I, are all as proud as 
possible Mr. Crutchley and Sophy are humble 
enough.” 

‘* Good heavens!” cried 1, “ Mr. Crutchley !—why 
he is the proudest among us!” 

This speech she instantly repeated, and just at that 
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moment the preacher said,—-‘ Those who aré the 
weakest are ever the soonest puffed up.” 

He instantly made me 2 bow, with an expréssive 
laugh, that thanked me for the compliment. To be 
sure it happened most untimely. 7 

As soon as we came out of church, he called 
out,— 

“Well, Miss Burney, this is what I never can for- 
give! Am Iso proud?” 

“T am sure if you are,” cried Mrs. Thrale, “you 
have imposed upon me, for I always thought you the 
humblest man I knew. Look how Burney casts up 
her eyes!’ Why are you so proud, after all, Mr. 
Crutchley ?” 

“I hope not,” cried he, rather gravely; “but I 
little thought of ever going to Streatham Church to 
hear I was the proudest man in it.” 

“Well, but,” said 1, “does it follow you certainly 
are bo because I say so?” 

“ Why yes, I suppose I am if you sce it, for you are 
one that see all things and people right.” 

« Well, it's very odd,” said Mrs. Thrale, * I wonder 
how she found you out.” 

“I wonder,” cried I, laughing, “how you missed 
finding him out.” 

“* Oh! worse and worse!” cried he. ‘* Why there's 
to bearing this!” 

“I protest, then,” said Mrs. Thrale, ‘‘ he has always 
taken me in; he seemed to me the humblest creature 
I knew; always speaking so ill of himself—always 
depreciating all that belongs to him.” 

“Why, i did not say,” quoth I, “that he had more 
vanity than other men; on the contrary, 1 think he 
‘has none.” 
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¢ Well distinguished,” cried she; ‘‘a men may be 
prond enough, and yet have no vanity.” 

“* Well, but what is this pride?” cried Mr. Cratch- 
ley—“‘ what is it shewn in ?—what are its symptoms 
and marks?” 

“A general contempt,” answered I, undaunted, “of 
every body and of every thing.” 

«Well said, Miss Burney!” exclaimed Mrs. Thrale. 
«« Why that ’s true enough, and so he has.” 

“* A total indifference,” continued I, ‘‘of what is 
thought of him by others, and 2 disdain alike of hap- 
piness or misery.” 

«« Bravo, Burney!” eried Mrs. Thrale, ‘that’s true 
enough !” 

« Indeed,” cried Mr. Cratchley, ‘you are quite mis- 
taken. Indeed, nobody in the world is helf so anxious 
about the opinions of others; I am wretched—I am 
miserable if I think myself thought ill of; not, indeed, 
by every body,—not by Mr. Cator, nor Mr. Perkins, 
nor Mr. Barclay, but by those whose good opinion I 
have tried :-—there if I fail, no man can be more un- 
happy.” 

“Qh, perhaps,” returned I, ‘‘ there may be two or 
three people in the world you may wish should think 
well of you, but that is nothing to the general cha- 
acter.” 

“*Oh, no! many more. I am now four-and-thirty, 
and perhape, indeed, in all iny life 1 have not tried to 
‘gain the esteem of more than four-and-thirty people, 
bat ——" 

Oh, leave out the thirty!” cried I, ‘* and then you 
may be nearer the trath.” 

«No, indeed ; ten, at least, I daresay [ have tried 
for, but, perhaps, I have not succeeded with two. How- 
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ever, | am thus even with the world; for if it likes me 
not, I can do without it, —I ean live alone; and that, 
indeed, I prefer to any thing I can meet with; for those 
with whom J like to live are so much above me; that 
I sink into nothing in their society; so I think it best 
to run away from them.” 

“That is to say,” cried I, “ you are angry you can- 
not yourself excel,—and this is not pride!” 

“Why no, indeed ; but it is melancholy to be always 
behind—to hear conversation in which one is anable 
to join ——” 

“ Unwilling,” quoth 1, “ you mean.” 

“No, indeed, but really anable ; and therefore what 
can I do so well as to run home? Ags to an inferior, I 
hope I think that of nobody ; and as to my equals, and 
such as J am on a par with, Heaven knows I can ill 
‘bear them !—I would rather live alone to all eternity !” 

This conversation lasted till we got home, when Mrs. 
Thrale said,— 

“Well, Mr. Cratchley, has she convinced you?” 

«¢ I don't know,” cried I, “‘ but he has convinced me.” 

“Why how you smote him,” cried Mrs. Thrale; 
“but I think you make your part good as you go on.” 

“« The great difference,” said I, ‘* which I think there 
is between Mr. Seward and Mr. Crutchley, who in 
some things are very much alike, is this, —Mr. Seward 
‘has @ great deal of vanity and no pride, Mr. Cratchley 
a great deal of pride and no vanity.” 

“« Just, and true, and wise!” said dear Mrs. Thrale, 
“* for Seward is always talking of himself, and always 
with approbation; Mr. Cratchley seldom mentions 
himself, and when he does, it is with dislike. And 
which have Z, most pride or most vanity?” 

“Oh, most vanity, certo!” quoth I. 
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*tAnd which have you?” said Mr. Crutchley to 
Queeny. * 

ae Ms don’t wee: anewered she. 

* * 

Some time aher, while I was Sata reading Sher- 
lock’s “ Letters” in the library, Mr. Crutehley came 
in. 

«© Well, ma’am,” cried he, ‘‘I have not forgiven 
this yet; though I confess you somewhat softened off 
the charge, by all that distinction about the pride and 
vanity; but still I suppose even that was only pre~ 
tence.” 

“No, no,” cried I, “all I said I think; though all 
T think to be sure 1 did not env!” 

And I went on with my book, 

“© Well,” cried he, ‘I shall take Johnson's ‘ Life of 
Pope,’ and go to the green bench in the wood, and get 
it by heart. If I have no ideas of my own, I can do 
nothing better than get some of his. This part of 
pride 1 am ready to own, and | wish nothing more 
than to cultivate it—and that is—froin those who recede 
from me, to recede yet faster from them. This much 
I would always wish to do.” 

“I can very easily credit it,” cried I. 4 

«« Why, I don’t know neither.” cried he; “I don’t 
think I do it as much as I ought to do; I think I 
begin to grow more cringing, and sneaking, and 
worldly.” 

‘* How ridiculous!” cried 1; for certainly cringing, 
meaking, end worldly, are three things most distant 
from him. 

“ But as to all this pride of which you accuse me, I 
declare I believe no man has so little.” 

“ Look here,” interrupted J, “ Mr. Sherlock himself 
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says he is ‘ modeste 2 Texcés.’ See but by that how 
people know their own characters.” 

This was a finishing stroke; for the vanity and 
flippancy and conceit of Sherlock we have all been 
railing at ever since we took to reading his book, 
which was about a week ago; and Mr. Cratchley 
himeelf has been the most struck with it. 

He laughed and went off, not, I believe, affronted, 
bnt I fancy somewhat disturbed, which was more than 
I meant he should be, though, in fact, all I said I 
believe to be strictly trae; for though, in the strange 
composition of his character, there is a diffidence of 
himself, the most unaffected I ever, except in Ed- 
ward Burney, saw,—a diffidence which makes the 
maisery of his life, by inducing him to believe himself 
always de trop,—he has yet a contempt of almost all 
others, which, however free from vanity, can possibly 
have no other spring than pride. 

At dinner we had Sir Phitip Clerke and Piozzi; 
and Mr. Cratchley told me “ my friend” Mr. Merlin 
was come, 

“Ie he my friend?” cried I; ‘he says you are bis 
particular enemy!” 

And this, indeed, is now become our hack speech 
to Mr. Crutchley, whose supposed enmity to Merlin 
is, indeed, a stretch of that absurd creature's imagina- 
tion, even more than usually ridiculous. 

‘When Merlin came in I gave the hint of your story 
about Sir Christopher Whitchcott, whom Mr. Cratchley 
knows, and says is “one of his hunting idiots,” and, 
therefore, he endeavoured to draw him into telling the 
tale, by talking of drinking. Merlin was quiet a long 
time, but when at last Mr. Crutchley said,— 

“In England no man ig ever obliged to drink more 
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than he pleases!” he suddenly called out, and with a 
most rneful face,— 

“ Oh, certainly I beg your pardon ! there is a person, 
Sir Christopher Whitcheott, which certainly does do it!” 

“Do what, Mr. Merlin?” 

“« Why certainly, sir, he does give, that is, a very 
great reprimand, to any person that does not drink as 
auch as himself.” 

They then questioned him, and he gave several of 
the particulars of his disgrace; though, being sepa- 
rately dragged from him, they were by no means 90 
diverting as when you told them me. 

* s * ° « 

At supper we had only Sir Philip and Mr. Crutehley. 
The conversation of the morning was then again re- 
newed. 

“Oh!” cried Mrs. Thrale, “what a smoking did 
Miss Burney give Mr. Cratchley !” 

“A smoking, indeed!” cried he. “ Never had I 
such a one before! Never did I think to get such a 
character! I had no notion of it.” 

“Nay, then,” said I, ‘‘ why should you, now?” 

~* But what is all thie?” cried Sir Philip, delighted 
enough at any miachief between Mr. Crutchley and 
me, or between any male and female, for he only wishes 
something to go forward, and thinks 9 querrel or dis- 
pute next best to fonduess aud flirting. 

“Why, Miss Burney,” answered she, “ gave Mr. 
Cratchley this morning a noble trimming. I had 
always thought him very bumble, but she shewed me 
my mistake, and said 1 had not distiuguished pride 
from vanity.” 

“Oh, never was Is0 muuled in my life!” said he. 

* * 
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Enough, however, of this rattle, which lasted till we 
all went to bed, and which Mrs. Thrale most kindly 
kept up, by way of rioting me from thinking, and 
which Mr. Crutchley himself bore with the utmost 
good nature, from having noticed that I was ont of 
spirits. 

Monpay, Jury 2p.—In a tite-d-téte 1 chanced to 
have with Mr. Crutchley, he again gave me reason 
to recollect the notion he iately put in my head, that 
he is still suffering in his own mind from some former 
bitter disappointment. 

We were talking over Johnson's “ Life of Pope,” 
and after mutually giving our opinions upon various 
passages, and agreeing to prefer it altogether to any 
other of the Lives, he asked me if I had remarked how 
beautifully he had written upon Pope's fondness for 
Patty Blount. And then he looked out the paragraph 
and read it :— 

“Their acquaintance began early; the life of each 
‘was pictured on the other’s mind ; their conversation, 
therefore, was endearing, for when they met there was 
an immediate coalition of congenial notions, Perhaps 
he considered her unwillingness to approach the bed of 
sickness, as female weakness or human frailty; perhaps 
he was conscious to himeelf of peevishness and impa- 
tience, or, though he was offended by her inattention, 
might yet consider her merit a» overbalancing her fault; 
and, if he had suffered his heart to be alienated from 
her, he could have found nothing that might fill her 
Place; he could only have shrunk within himself; it 
‘was too late to transfer his confidence or his fondness.” 

The manner in which he read this paragraph was 
so strikingly tender and feeling, that it could not, 
1 think, proceed merely from the words; and when 
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he came to “he might consider her merit a over- 
balancing her fault,” he exclaimed, “‘ How impos- 
sible that a thing one loves can ever for a moment 
offend one!” And when he had done it, he read it all 
over again, with yet more sensibility; and, not yet 
satisfied, he repeated it a third time. 

Poor Mr. Cratchley! begin to believe his heart 
mouch less stubborn than he is willing to have it 
thought; and I do now really but little doubt either 
that some former love sits heavy upon it, or that he is 
at this moment suffering the affliction of a present and 
hopeless one: if the latter is the case, Miss ****, I 
am next to certain, is the object. I may possibly, 
however, be mistaken in both conjectures, for he is too 
unlike other people to be judged by rules that will suit 
them. 

We had much literary chat upon this occasion, which 
Jed us to a general discussion, not only of Pope's 
Life, but of all his works, which we tried who should 
out-praise. He then got a book to take to his favourite 
bench, and made me, as he left the room, an apology 
the most humble, for having interrupted or taken up 
any part of my time, which could not otherwise have 
but been spent better; though again, he assured me 
that he had not yet forgiven my charge aguinst him. 

Two minutes after he came back for another book, 
and while he was seeking it Mr. Evans came in. They 
then both of them sat down to chat, and Mr. Seward was 
the subject. Mr, Evans said he had met him the day 
before in the Park, with Mrs. Nesbitt and another lady, 
aud that he was giving Mrs. Nesbitt a prescription. In 
his medical capacity he seems to rise daily: ‘tis a most 
strange turn to take merely for killing ennvi/ But, 
added to quacking both himself and his friends, he has 
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lately, I hear, taken also to making a rather too liberal 
use of his bottle, thinking, I suppose, that generous 
wine wil! destroy even the blue devile. I am really 
sorry, though, for this, as it may be attended with 
serious evil to him. 

*« When he was at my place,” said Mr. Cratchley, 
“*he did himself up pretty handsomely ; he ate cherries 
till he complained most bitterly of indigestion, and he 
poured down Madeira and Port most plentifully, bunt 
‘without relief. Then he desired to have some pepper- 
mint-water, and he drank three glasses; still that 
would not do, and he said he must have a large quan- 
tity of ginger. We had uo such thing in the houte. 
However, he had brought some, it seems, with him, 
and then he took that, but still to no purpose. At last, 
he desired some brandy, and tossed off a glass of that ; 
and, after all, he asked for a dose of rhubarb. Then 
we had to send and inquire all over the house for this 
rhubarb, but our folks had bardly ever heard of such 
athing. 1 advised him to take a good bumper of gin 
and gunpowder, for that seemed almost all he had left 
antried.” 

In the afterucon Mrs. Byron came; and Mr. 
Crutchley, who has a violent aversion to her, not- 
withstanding she is particularly courteous to him, con- 
trived, the moment he could, to make his escape, and 
hid himself till she was gone. 


Mrs. Thrale’s sweetness to me is ineapressible; but 
the generosity she is practising at this time to Mr, 
Perkins, whom she docs not like, though she thinks 
herself obliged to him, exalts her character yet more 
highly than her kindness to me. Every thing in her 
power is she doing to establish him comfortably in the 
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brewhonse, even to the lending ali her owa money that 
ia in the stocks. 

The other morning she ran hastily into my room, 
her eyes full of tears, and cried,— 

“ What an extraordinary men is this Cratehley! 
Ideclare he has quite melted me! He came to me 
just now, and thinking I was aneasy I could do no 
more for Perkins, though he cared not himeelf if the 
man were drowned, he offered to lend him a thousand 
ponnds, merely by way of giving pleasure to me!” 

His fondness, indeed, for Mrs. Thrale and her daugh- 
ter is the most singular I have ever seen; he scarcely 
exists out of their sight, and holds all others so inferior 
to them, that total solitude seems his dearest alter- 
native to their society. Dr. Johnson, indeed, he 
honours and reveres; and myself I believe he very 
well esteems; bat I question, nevertheless, whether 
he would desire to see either of us but for our con- 
nexicn in this house. 

* * * * . 

When Mrs. Thrale came back, she brought with her 
Mr. Henry Smith, who dined here, as did also that 
ridiculous Merlin, who contrived to divert Miss Thrale 
and me with his inconceivable absurdities. 

‘Wepwzspas, Jone 47a.—Mrs. Thrale was obliged to 
go to town again to-day upon business with the ex- 
ecutors, and she brought back an account of Mr. 
Crutchley that has really given me very much con- 
cern; he was very far, she says, from well, and ex- 
tremely feverish. She begged him to stay in town 
and have a physician, but he declared he would go 
instantly to Sunning-hill. She then asked him to 
come hither and be nursed; but that also he declined ; 
and when she urged him to take great care of himself, 
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he said it was of amall matter whether he did or not, 
eince he cared not whether he lived or died, as life 
was of no value to him, for he had no enjoyment 
of it, 

How strange, sad, and perverse! With every pos- 
sible means of happiness, as far as speculation reaches, 
to be thus unaccountably miserable, He has goodness, 
understanding, benevolence, riches, and independence, 
and with all these a something is wanting without 
which they are all as nothing. 

He acknowledged to her readily that he was never 
80 well pleased as when at Streatham, and spoke of its 
four inmates, Mrs. and Miss Thrale, Dr. Johnson, aad 
F. B. in terms of praise bordering upon enthusiasm ; 
protesting he believed the world contained not four 
other such folks, and that it way a society which made 
all other insupportable. Yet, he would not be pre- 
vailed upon to come again, though he kuew not, he 
said, how he should forbear, before the week was out, 
hanging or drowning himself! 

In ten days’ time, however, he is obliged to be again 
in town, in order to meet Mrs. Thrale at the brew- 
house, and then he expects his two sisters, of whom he 
is excessively fond, to come from Lincolashire on a visit 
to him of some months. His mind then will, I hope, 
be easier, and more of that happine~s which his cha- 
racter deserves, and his situation in life offers, will be 
enjoyed by him. 

* * * NN . 

Smmgataas, Juty 16ra.—I will give you now, my 
dear girls, some little account how the world goes 
with me; but, in return, if you do not both communi- 
eate something, I shall take it for the “hint ofan in- 
sult,” and not, like poor Merlin, proceed just the 
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same as if no such “ disagreeable compliment” had 
been paid me. 

You will believe I was not 2 little surprised to see 
Sacchini. He is going to the Continent with Piozzi, 
and Mrs. Thrale invited them both to spend the last 
day at Streatham, and from hence proceed to Margate. 

Sacchini is the mere ghost of what he was, in almost 
every respect ; so altered a man in so few years I never 
saw. I should not even have known him had his 
name not been spoken; and the same ill health which 
has so much impaired his person, and robbed him of 
more beauty than any other man ever possessed, seems 
also to have impaired his mental faculties. He is no 
longer pleasant now, even when he tries to be gay; 
and that good-breeding we so much admired in him 
is degenerated into too much obsequiousness. The 
change in his circumstances, and his continual distress 
for money, no doubt have much contributed to this 
general decadence. 

He is obliged to steal away privately, lest his cre- 
ditors should stop him. He means to try his fortune 
at Paris, where he expects to retrieve it, and then to 
return to London, and begin the world anew. 

That a man of such extraordinary merit, after so 
many years giving to this country such works as muat 
immortalise him, should at last be forced to steal away 
from it, made me, I must own, feel more compassion 
for him than a man whose own misconduct has been 
the sole occasion of his distresses has any fair claim 
to. But to see talents which to all the world can 
give such delight, so useless to the owner, is truly 
melancholy. 

I pressed him very much to sing, and, though some- 
what reluctantly, he complied. He seemed both gra- 
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tified and surprised by my civility and attentiow to 
him, which he must loug have observed were with- 
drawn, and which nothing but my present pity for 
him would heve revived. He inquired after all the 
family, and ‘“ Miss Susanne” twice, and reminded me 
of many things which had passed upon the commence- 
ment of our acquaintance with him—his one pea, his 
German story, and his Watchman and the Olives; 
and we had much talk about sweet Millico. 

The first song he sang, beginning “ En quel amabil 
volto,” you may perhaps know, but I did not: it is a 
charming mezza bravura. He and Piozzi then sung 
together the duet of the “ Amore Soldato;” and no- 
thing could be much more delightful; Piozzi teking 
pains to sing his very best, and Sacchini, with his soft 
but delicious whisper, almost thrilling me by his ex- 
quisite and pathetic expression. They then went 
through that opera, great part of “Creso,” some of 
* Erifile,” and much of * Rinaldo.” 

Sacchini also sung ‘ Poveri affetti miei,” and most 
divinely indeed. I begged him to sing ‘t Dov’ é e’af- 
fretti per me Ja morta ;” he could hardly recollect it, 
and what he recollected he could hardly sing; it 
required more exertion than he can now use without 
pain and fatigue. I have not, however, had so much 
pleasure from music since Pacchierotti left England, 
and I am eare I shall have none like it till he again 
returns, 

* * * * * 

Sreearuau, Avcust.—I fear you will think me a 
Tong time, my dearest Susy, without giving any sign 
of life; but your letter of yesterday, for which I much 
thank you, has given me sufficient compunction for 
tpy silence to cause my seizing my pen, and go back to 
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Mownay, Jury 30ra.—Mrs. Thrale ran out to meet 
me upon my return, in the court-yard; and then we 
explicated about the letters, and the coach, and so 
forth, and, as I came, all went well. Then, leading 
the way unto the library, she called out,— 

“ Mr, Crutcbley, I have got my Tyo again!” 

I wa» somewhat surprised to find Inm here, as I 
had only expected him to meet the great party the 
neat day, but it seems he escorted his guests, Mra 
and Miss Thrale, and Dr. Johnson, from Sunning- 
bill Park on Saturday, and was not yet returned 
thither. 

His park and house, Mi» Thrale says, are extremely 
fine ; his sister 1s a sensible and unaftected woman, he 
entertamed them quite magmficently, and kis character 
among hi» own people, and m his own nerghbour:iood, 
is so ingh, that she has left h» place with donble the 
esteem, 1f possible, that she entered it. He 19 inceed, 
I believe sincerely, one of the worthrest and most 
amnable creatures in the world, however full of sp'een, 
oddities, and minor foibles, 

* « * * * 

In the afternoon we had walking and music, and 
in the evemng my father and Mrs. Thrale ¢ ited 
themrelyes out of doors, just before the Blue- oom 
windows, for coolth and chat; and then Mr. Cratchley 
came up to me, and we had a very long conversation 
together. 

I have not time to scibble xt all; but it began by 
talking of the late party at his house at Sunamg-hill, 
and I told him—for I beheved nothing could give him 
greater pieesure—how well satisfied Mis. and Muss 
Thrale had returned from :t. And then he said how 
high an honour he had thought it, both from them and 
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from Dr. Johnson, and added, that he had never been 
happier in his life than during these two days. 

But as he has never forgotten, and never, I believe, 
will forget, the conversation I had with him so long 
ago about his pride, and to which he has alluded 
‘twenty times e-day every time I have since been in his 
company, 60 now, though how I do not remember, he 
presently, and quite naturally, according to castom, 
reearred to it, 

“Well,” cried I, I can really hardly tell myself 
what made me say all that stuff to you; but this 
I must own, had I then doubted its justice, I should 
not now, it dwells so with you!” 

“Qh, but,” cried he, ‘it does not dwell with me 
from consciousness, but only because I am afraid it 
must be true, as you say it; for I take it for granted 
you know, and must be right.” 

‘No, no,” eried I, “ ’tis merely from feeling it. If 
I had said you were very mean, iliberal, ill-natored, 
‘you would never have thought of it again.” 

“Oh, yes, I should—I should have thought you 
knew what you said.” 

“No, I beg your pardon; you would have known it 
‘was a mere jest, and have thought of it no more than 
if I had said you were but three feet high, and kept a 
cobbler’s stall.” 

“ But you could not have said that,” answered he, 
laughing, “ or if you could, you would not.” 

“The other, however,” said I, ‘comes home, and 
therefore you think so much of it.” 

“« T hope,” snid he, very seriously, “‘you have mis- 
taken me.” 

“* Nay,” cried I, a little shocked at the unexpected 
impression my casual and unpremeditated lecture has 
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made, “ you must remember I told you at the same 
time, that, though what I said I thought, I did not say 
all I thought.” 

“But all,” cried he, ‘that remains behind, I take 
it for granted is so much worse.” 

This was 0 net—but I saw it; so it was spread in 
vain. 

« My liking to live so much alone,” continued he, 
‘¢which is, perhaps, what seems proud, proceeds 
merely from the great difficulty there is to meet with 
any society that is good.” 

« But that difficulty,” quoth I, ‘is a part of the 
pride; were you less fastidious, you would find society 
as other people find it.” 

«* Nay, now,” said he, ‘* but even about horses I am 
not prond,” [you must know he is very curious about 
his horses] “ for I care not what looking horse I have ; 
I never think of his appearance, nor mind if half the 
people I meet think how ill I am mounted.” 

«© Yes,” returned I, ‘* provided those who are judges 
knew him to be good.” 

“ Why, yes; I should not choose to ride a horse 
that people who knew any thing of the matter would 
call @ bad one.” 

‘‘Ah!” cried I, reproachfully, ‘and this is not 
pride!” 

Thie, again, was coming home, and he had Little to 
answer, but said, in a laughing way,— 

“ Now Til tell you when I can be happy enough: 
when I have nobody at all at my place but workmen; 
and then I niggle after them up and down, and say to 
myeelf— Well, I think I am somewhat better than 
these!” 

«‘ How ridiculous!” cried I; ‘* but euch speeches as 
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these, instead of proving your hamility, are so absurd 
and overstrained, they pass literally for nothing.” 
* * * * * 


Miss Thrale went awuy to have her hair dressed, 
and I stayed in the library reading. Mr. Crutchley, 
in about half an hour, returned there again, ssying,— 

‘So, I have prevailed upon Miss Thrale at last to 
go and spend her time better?” 

“She's gone,” said I, ‘to have her hair dressed, if 
that is better.” 

« I suppose it is what she likes,” answered he. ‘Is 
that a long business with you ladies?” 

*« O yes, terribly long! I only wish all our hair was 
combed as straight as yours was some time ago, fright- 
ful aa I thought it.” 

We afterwards talked of my father, whom he knows 
but very slightly; he said of him, however, things 
more pleasing for me to hear than any other upon any 
subject in the world would have been; for he told me 
he never saw any man he thought more likely to live 
Jong than Dr. Burney. 

“ Be is strong-built,” said he, “ stout, and well-knit. 
E looked at him particularly, and never saw an appear- 
ance of more true muscular strength, unencumbered 
with flesh; for fiesh and bulk have nothing to do 
with strength. I dare say he will be a very long 
liver.” 

“ And what may contribute to that,” said I, ‘will 
be the equanimity of hie temper; for, with all his 
gaiety and sprightliness, he has morc patience, and 
even cheerfulness, than any body in the world. And 
he is one of those who makes no distresses for himself, 
and those he meets with, whether he will or not, he 
drives away as soon as he possibly can.” 
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I am not sure I did not mean this rather pointedly ; 
and so, I believe, he took it, for he exclaimed,— 

“How unlike me! JZ make every thing a woe!” 

That is nothing,” cried I, ‘‘ but the want of real 
evils. Imaginary woes always follow people who have 
no other,” 

“Imaginary woes! Good Heaven!” he repeated, 
half between his teeth. 

A servant at the same time coming in to announce 
his phseton, he then hoped I should keep well till he 
had the pleasure of seeing me again, and went away. 

Ihave some uotion he is half inclined to tell me alt 
his affaira; for, whenever we are alone together, he 
almost constantly leads to some subject that draws out 
melancholy hints of his unhappiness, though in com- 
pany he always pretends to laugh at all feeling, and 
despise all misfortane. Could I do him any possible 
service, I should be sincerely glad; but as that is very 
improbable, I think such a confidence better avoided 
than sought. 

At dinner we had a large party of old friends of Mrs. 
Thrale. Lady Frances Burgoyne, a mighty erect old' 
lady of the last age, lofty, ceremonious, stiff, and con- 
descending. 

Montague Burgoyne, her son, and as like any other 
eon as ever you saw. 

Mrs. Burgoyne, his wife, 2 »weet, pretty, innocent, 
simple young girl, just married to hun. 

Miss Burgoyne, his eldest sister, a good, sensible, 
prating old maid. 

Mies Kitty Burgoyne, a younger sister, equally prat- 
ing, and not equally sensible. 

Mr. Ned Hervey, brother to the bride. 

To these were added Mr. Pepys and Sophy Streat- 
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field ; the former as entertaining, the latter ae beautiful; 
asever. We had a very good day, but not of a writing 
sort. 

Dr. Johnson, whom I had not seen since bis Sunning- 
hill expedition, as he only returned from town to-day, 
gave me almost all his attention, which made me of no 
Little consequence to the Burgoynes, who all stared 
amain when they saw him make up to me the moment 
T entered the room, and talk to me till summoned to 
dinner. 

‘Mr. Pepys had desired this meeting, by way of a 
sort of reconciliation after the Lyttelton quarrel ; and 
Dr. Johnson now made amends for his former vio- 
lence, as he edvanced to him as soon as he came ia, 
and holding ont Lis hand to him, received him with a 
cordiality he had never shewn him before. Indeed, 
he told me himself, that ‘he thought the better of 
Mr. Pepya for all that had passed.” He is as great 
@ sovled man as a bodied one, and, were he leas furious 
in his passions, he would be demi-divine. 

Mr. Pepys also behaved extremely well, poiitely 
casting aside all reserve or coldness that might be 
attributed to a lurking ill-will for what had passed, 

* * * * . 

Sreratuax.—My poor journal is now eo in arrears, 
that I forget wholly the date of what I sent you last. 
I luve, however, minutes by me of things, though 
not of times, and, therefore, the chronology not being 
very important, teke them, ty dear girls, promiecu- 
ously. Iam still, I know, in August, et voila tout. 

‘We have now a new character added to our set, and 
one of no small diversion,—Mr. Musgrave, an Irish 
gentleman of fortune, and member of the Irish Parlia- 
went. He is tell, thin, and egreeable in his face and 
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figure ; ie reckoned a good echolar, has travelled, and 
een very well educated. His manners are impetuous 
and abrupt; his language is high-flown and hyperbo- 
lical; his sentiments are romantic and tender; his 
heart is warm and generous; his head hot and wrong! 
And the whole of his conversation is a mixture the 
most uncommon, of knowledge and triteness, simplicity 
and fury, literature and folly! 

Keep this character in your mind, and, contradictory 
as it seems, I will give you, from time to time, such 
specimens as shall remind you of each of these six 
epithets. 

He was introduced into this house by Mr. Seward, 
with whom, and Mr. Graves of Worcester, he travelled 
into Italy: and some years ago he was extremely 
intimate here. But, before my acquaintance was made 
at Streatham, he had returned to Ireland; where, 
about « year since, he married Miss Cavendish. They 
are now, by mutual consent, parted. She is gone to a 
sister in France, and he is come to spend some time 
in England by way of diverting his chagrin. 

Mrs. Thrale who, though open-eyed enough to his 
absurdities, thinks well of the goodness of his heart, 
hae a real regard for him; and he quite adores her, 
and quite worships Dr. Johnson—frequently declaring 
(for what he once says, he says continually), that he 
would spill his blood for him,—or clean his shoes,—or 
ge to the East Indies to do him any good! “I am 
never,” says he, “‘ afraid of him; none but a fool ora 
rogue haa any need to be afraid of him. What a fine 
old Hon (looking up at his picture) he is! Oh! I love 
him,—I honour him,—I reverence him! I wonld 
black his shoes for him. I wish I could give him my 
night's aleep!” 
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These are exclamations which he is making con- 
tinually. Mrs. Thrale has extremely well said that ke 
is a caricature of Mr. Boswell, who is a caricature, I 
aust add, of all other of Dr. Johnson’s admirers. 

The next great favourite he has in the world to our 
Doctor, and the person whom he talks next most of, 
is Mr. Jessop, who was his school-meater, and whose 
praise he is never tired of singing in terms the most 
vehement,— quoting his authority for every other thing 
he says, and lamenting our misfortune in not knowing 
him. 
His third favourite topic, at present, is ‘‘ The Life 
of Louis XV.” in 4 yols. 8vo., lately translated from 
the French ; and of this he is so extravagantly fond, 
that he talks of it os a man might talk of his 
mistress, provided he had so little wit as to talk of her 
at all. 

Painting, music, all the fine arts in their turn, he 
also peaks of in raptures, He is himself very accom- 
plished, plays the violin extremely well, is a very good. 
linguist, and a very decent painter. But no subject 
in his hands fails to be ridiculons, as he is sure, by the 
abruptness of its introduction, the strange turn of his 
expressions, or the Hibernian twang of his pronuncia- 
tion, to make every thing he says, however usual or 
common, seem peculiar and absurd. 

When he first came here, upon the present renewal 
of his acquaintance at Streatham, Mrs. Thrale sent a 
summons to her daughter and me to come dowzi-stairs. 
‘We went together ; 1 had long been curious to see him, 
and was glad of the opportunity. The moment Mrs. 

Thrale introduced me to him, he began a warm éloge 
of my father, speaking 90 fast, so much, and s0 Irish, 
that I could hardly understand him, 
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That over, he began upon this book, entreating Mrs. 
Thrale and all of us to read it, assuring us nothing 
could give us equal pleasure, minutely relating all its 
principal incidents with vehement expressions of praise 
or abhorrence, according to the good or bad he men- 
tioned ; and telling us that he had devoted three days 
and nights to making an index to it himself! 

Then he touched upon his dear school-master, Mr. 
Jesgop, and then opened upon Dr. Johnson, whom he 
calls “ the old lion,” aud who lasted till we left him to 
dress. 

‘When we met again at dinuer, and were joined by 
Dr. Johnson, the incense he paid him, by his solemn 
manner of listening, by the earnest reverence with 
which he eyed him, and by a theatric start of admira- 
tion every time lie spoke, joined to the Doctor's utter 
insensibility to all these tokens, made me find infinite 
difficulty in keeping my countenance during the whole 
meal. His talk, jpo, is incessant; uo female, however 
famed, can possibly excel him for volubility. 

He told us @ thousand strange staring stories, of 
noble deeds of valour and tender proofs of constancy, 
interspersed with extraordinary, and indeed incredible 
accidents, and with jests, and jokes, and bon-mots, 
that I am sure must be in Joe Miller. And in the 
midst of all this jargon he abruptly called out, “ Pray, 
Mre. Thrale, what is the Doctor's opinion of the 
American war?” 

Opinion of the American war at this time of day! 
‘We all laughed cruelly; yet he repeated his question 
to the Doctor, who, however, made no other answer 
but by laughing too. But he is never affronted with 
Dr. Johneon, let him do what he will; and he seldom 
ventures to speak to him till he has asked some other 
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person present for advice how he will take such or such 
& question. 

At night he left us, and Mr. Crutchley arrived, 
who came to spend two or three days, asusual. Sir 
Philip Clerke also was here ; but I have no time now 
to write any acconnt of what passed, except that I must 
and ought to mention that Mr. Crutchley, in the pre- 
sence of Sir Philip, is always more respectful to me 
than at any other time; indeed, only then, for he 
troubles not himself with too much ceremony. But I 
believe he does this from a real delicacy of mind, by 
way of marking still more strongly it was the raillery, 
not the object of it, he was so strangely piqued about. 

But I told you I thought I had secured his never 
more mentioning my charge of his pride. There I was 
mistaken, as, for his life, he cannot forbear. The day 
he ended his visit, Sir Philip also ended his, having 
only come from Hampsbire for a few days; and, as I 
wanted much to go down and see my sister, Mrs. 
Thrale ordered her coach, and took as all thither 
herself. . 

In our way Mr. Crutchley, who was in uncommon 
spirits, took it in his head to sing the praises of wine, 
(though no man drinks lesa) and afterwards of smok- 
ing; Mrs. Thrale all the time combating all he said, 
Sir Philip only laughing, and I, I suppose, making 
faces. At last he called out,— 

*« Look at Miss Burney, how she sits wondering at 
my impudence !” 

He expected, I fancy, 1 should contradict this; but 
uot a word did I say: so then, with a little depit, he 
added,— 

“T suppose, now, I shall have impudence added to 
the—the vanity you gave my character before.” 
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This mistake I am pretty sure was & wilful one, 
by way of passing for only slightly remembering the 
accusation. 

“" Vanity!” cried I; “when did I charge you with 
vanity?” 

“¢ Well, what was it then ?— pride!” 

I said nothing; neither choosing to confirm what he 
has taken so seriously to heart, nor to contradict what 
T think as strongly as ever. 

“* Pride and impudence!” continued he, with a lock 
at once saucy and mortified—“ a pretty composition, 
‘upon my life!” 

“Nay, nay,” said I, “ this is an addition of your 
own. [I am mre I never called, or thought, you 
impudent.” 

It would be strange if { had; for, on the contrary, 
he is an actual male prude! 

“No, no; she gave you nothing but the pride,” 
said Mrs, Thrale, ‘she left all the vanity for me! 
Saucy that she is! So you have, at least, the higher 
fault; for vanity is much the meaner of the two. Lord 
Bacon says, ‘ A beggar of bread is a better man than 
beggar of a bow; for the bread is of more worth.’ So 
see if you are not best off.” 

« «Mle best off!” cried he—* no, indeed ; Miss Burney 
thinks better of vanity than pride, by her giving one 
to you and ¢’ other to me.” 

To this, again, 1 would not speak ; for I could not 
well without a new argument, and the old one is so 
long remembered that I am determined to have no 
more. 

“If Miss Burney,” said he presently, “ thought as 
-well of me as of you, I believe I should have reason to 
be very well contented. Should not I?” 
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* As well of you as of me!” eried Mra. Thrale; 
“ why, if ever I heard such a speech! No, indeed, I 
hope not! I have always heard her called a very wise 
girl!” 


Mrs. Thrale set me down at home, and I ran to dear 
Efty’s, and eaw and kissed her and her dear baby, 
and promised to return to town soon to spend a week 
with her. Mrs. T. called for me again at three o'clock, 
and I returned to Streatham, and I spent two days 
with only ourselves ;—c’est & dire, Mrs. and Miss T. and 
Dr. Johnson, who is s0 earnest to have me here always, 
that I assure you we know not how to break to him my 
intended weck’s absence! You may langh if you 
please, but I can tell you my importance with him 
seems continually increasing. .And, seriously, I am 
sure my gratitude for his hindness goes on cresrendo, in 
the same manner. 

* ™ *~ *. * 


Well—it was, I think, Satrepay, Arevet 25TH, 
that Mrs. Thrale brought me back. But first, we went 
together to see Sir Joshua’s pictures, which is always 
a feast to me, and afterwards to see Pine's, where ia 
one of Mrs. Thrale herself; not like, I think, but a 
mighty elegant portrait. We then took up Mr, 
Cratchley, who had come to his town-house upon 
‘business, and who accompenied us thither for a visit of 
three days, 

In the evening Mr. Seward also eame. He has 
Deen making the western tour, and gave us, with a 
seriousness that kept me continually grinning, some 
account of a doctor, apothecary, or chemist, belonging 
to every town at which he had stopped. And when 
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we all laughed at his thus following up the faculty, he 
undauntedly said,— 

“I think it the best way to get information; FE 
know no better method to learn what is going forward 
any where than to send for the chief physician of the 
place; so I commonly consult him the first day I stop 
at a place, and when I have fee'd him, and made 
acquaintance, he puts me in a way to find out what is 
worth looking at.” 

A most curious mode of picking up a cicerone ! 

After this, still pursuing his favouriteytopic, he hegan 
to inquire into the particulars of Mr. Crutchley’s late 
illness; but that gentleman, who is as much in the 
opposite extreme, of disdaining even any decent care of 
himself, as Mr. Seward is in the other, of devoting 
almost all his thoughts to his health, cut the matter 
very short, and would not talk upon it at all. 

** But, if I had known sooner,” said Mr. Seward, 
“ that you were ill, 1 should lave come to see you.” 

“Should you?” cried Mr. Cratchley, with a loud 
laugh; ‘‘ very kind, indeed!—it would have been 
charming to see you wher I am ill, when I em afraid 
of undertaking you even when well!” 

Some time after Sophy Streatfield wes talked of,— 
Oh, with how much impertinence! as if she was at the 
service of any man who would make proposals to her ! 
Yet Mr. Seward spoke of her with praise and tender- 
ness all the time, as if, though firmly of this opinion, he 
was warmly her admirer. From such admirers and 
euch admiration Heaven guard me! Mr. Cratchley 
seid but little; but that little was bitter enough. 

“ However,” caid Mr. Seward, ~‘ after all that can 
be said, there is nobody whose manners are more 
engaging, nobody more amiable than the little Sophy; 
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and she is certainly very pretty; I mast own I have 
always been efraid to trust myself with her.” 

Here Mr. Cratchley looked very sneeringly. 

“« Nay, ‘squire,” cried Mr. Seward, ‘she is very 
dangerous, J can tell you; and if she hed you ate fair 
trial, she would make an impression that would soften 
even your hard heart.” 

« No need of any further trial,” answered he, laugh- 
ing, “ for she has done that already; and eo soft was 
the impression that it is absolutely all dissolved !— 
melted quite ayy, and not a trace of it left!” 

Mr. Seward then proposed that she should marry 
Sir John Miller, who has just lost his wife; and very 
gravely said, he had a great mind to set out for Tun- 
bridge, and carry her with him to Bath, and so make 
the match without delay! 

“« But surely,” said Mrs. Thrale, “if you fail, you 
will think yourself bound in honour to marry her 
yourself?” 

“Why, that’s the thing,” said he; “no, I can't 
take the little Sophy myself; 1 should have too many 
rivals; no, that won't do.” 

How abominably conceited and sure these pretty 
gentlemen are! However, Mr. Crutchley here made a 
speech that half won my heart. 

“« | wish,” said he, ‘ Miss Streatfield was here at 
this moment to cuff you, Seward!” 

“ Cuff me!” cried he. ‘ What, the little Sophy !— 
and why?” 

“< For disposing of her so freely. 1 think a mao 
eserves to be cuffed for vaying any lady will marry 
him.” 

1 seconded this speech with much approbation. 

Mr. Crutchley then told us of a painter, with whom 
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he is well acquainted, and to whom he has been very 
kind, that professes the art of discovering moral cha- 
acters from written ones; and he told us that if we 
would write something, he would carry the paper to 
the man, and bring us word what he had said of us 
without letting him know who we were. 

Mrs. Thrale immediately started up and wrote in a 
very fine hand,— 

“The character of the writer of this is earnestly 
desired.” 

Mr, Seward was called npon next, and proposed 
adding,— 

“ The greatest secrecy must be depended upon.” 

Bat I objected to this mode, because such sentences 
might help the conjuror to our characters without 
much assistance; whereas, he ought to decipher them 
merely from the hand-writing. 

Mr. Crutebley then proposed that we shonld take 
some book, and each of us write two lines, and then 
the man could have nothing to judge by but our 
several scrawls. 

“ Wisely said,” cried Mrs. Thrale; * for judgment 
Mr. Crutchley excels us all.” 

We took, therefore, Mr. Crabbe’s “ Library,” and 
Mrs. Thrale, Mr. Seward, Miss Thrale, and myself, 
copied two lines exch. Mr. Crutchley put the paper 
in his pocket, and promised to bring us am account of 
ourselves on Monday. I charged him repeatedly to be 
very honourable, and not meke characters of us himself, 
and then pretend to pass them off for this painter’s. 
‘When I give you the characters, you must judge your- 
self whether he was faithful, or only, as I told him I 
expected he would, took the opportunity to give us all 
a smoking. 
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Suxpay.—To these two gentlemen was added & 
third,— Mr. Musgrave. I did not see him till we all 
met in the dinner-parlour; and then he immediately 
addressed me with so vociferous a rapidity that I could 
not eatch above one word in ten of what he said; but 
I found his purport was to tell me he had been at 
‘Worcester, where he had seen my uncle, and seen 
divers of Edward’s performances, and he very warmly 
declared he would make a very great and capital 
painter ; and, in the midst of this oration, Mr. Seward 
very dryly called out,— 

«« Pray, Musgrave, whom are you talking of 2” 

“« Her cousin,” cried he, with the same eagerness, 
“¢ Miss Bnrney’s consin. I assure yon he will he #0 
great a painter that——” 

“* Why, when and where,” interrupted Mr. Seward, 
“are these Burneys to stop!” 

** Nowhere,” said Mrs. Thrale, “till they are tired ; 
for they go on just a» long as they please, and do what 
they please, aud are whut they please.” 

“* Here, ma'am, is a mark of their power and genius,” 
said Mr. Muegrave, pointing to me; “and I assure 
you this young man is another, And when I told old 
Mr. Burney I thought so, I assure you I thought he 
would have wrong my arm out of joint.” 

“Old Mr. Burney!” said Mrs. Thrale; ‘ pray, 
do you call our youag Doctor's brother old Mr. 
Burney?” 

«Oh, ma'am, I assure you I have the greatest re- 
spect for him in the world; he is a worthy old gentle- 
man, I assure you. He and I shook hands together for 
& quarter ofan hour. He was vastly pleased. I told 
him his son would be a great printer. And, indeed, 
so he will. He’ll be quite at the head.” 
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*¢ Ay, how should he be Miss Burney’s cousin elee 2” 
said Mrs. Thrale. 

‘ Miss Barney will be so elated,” said Mr. Seward, 
“if you go on thus with all her family, that she will 
not condescend to take notice of us.” 

“Oh, yes, she will,” said the literal Mr. Musgrave; 
*¢ where there is true merit there ix always modesty. 
Miss Burney may hear praise without danger.” 

T called for water, munched bread, and did what I 
could to pass the time; Lut though Mr. Musgrave 
made me laugh, 1 found it pretty warm work to sit 
all this. 

In the evening, Mr. Seward, who plays off Mr. Mus- 
grave most unmerecifully, called out to hizn,— 

«* Musgrave, how goes on your play?” 

“* My play, sir!” cried he, a little alarmed; “sir, 
T assure you I have not thought about it.” 

“ No!—why, I suppose you would have finished it 
in your last fit of sickness. Do, Musgrave, pray go 
on with it when you are tied by the heel next. We'll 
get Miss Burney to write a prologue for it.” 

“ Miss Burney will do me a great deat of honour,” 
said he, not suspecting he was laughed at, “if she 
‘will be so good as to look at it.” 

“And pray,” cried Mr, Seward, “what do you 
call it?” 

“Ob, I shall beg the favour of Miss Burney to 
name it,” 

He then told us the plan and story of thia comedy, 
which was so trite, and yet so flaming, that I cannot 
imagine how any man can have read so much to 80 
little advantage as to suppose it could be listened to. 

Mr. Seward, however, protests he has altered it 
from what he originally intended; and no great mis- 
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chief, I think, could any alteration do to such a plan 
as Mr. Seward says he had firet formed, which was to 
make a bishop he discovered by his own chaplain in 
a house of ill-fame! a dénotement he had devised for 
the purpose of making the bishop come down with his 
money and consent for the marriage of his daughter, 
the heroine of the piece, with the man of her choice! 

Moxpay.— We were to have Mr. Cator and other 
company to dinner; and all breakfast Mr. Seward 
kept plaguing poor Mr. Musgrave, who is an incessant 
talker, about the difficulty he would have in making 
his part good with Mr. Cator, who, he assured him, 
‘would ont-talk him if he did not take care. And Mr. 
Crutehley recommended to him to “‘ wait for a sneeze,” 
in order to put in; so that he was almost rallied into 
a passion, though, being very good-natured, he made 
Light of it, and it blew over, 

Gur company was Mr. and Mrs. Cator, Mrs. Byron 
and her daughter Augusta, Mr. Jenkinson, Mr. Lewis, 
a friend who is on e visit at his house, and the three 
gentlemen already here. 

Mr. Crutchley rode to town in the morning, and 
told us at dinner that he had been to the painter's for 
our characters, bat refused to let us know what they 
were ; only telling us in general thut Miss Thrale had 
fared the worst, 

7 have written it all down,” cried he; ‘and oh! 
what a noble trimming is there for Queeny !” 

“ And pray,” cried she, “how has Miss Burney 
fared 2” 

“Oh! pretty well.” 

“* And Seward ?” 

“Why pretty well, too.” 

«* And my mother?” 
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« Why ill —very ill ;—but not so ill as you.” 

“Upon my word! And what, pray, has he said 
of me?” 

“1 have ali the particulars upon a paper in my 
pocket.” 

I plagued him, however, without ceasing till he told 
me all the items; which were— 

Of Mrs. Thrale: That she was very unsteady in her 
affections, a great lover of pleasure, and bad no dis- 
like to living in the country. 

* *. . * * * 

Of Mr, Seward: That he was a man quite without 
genius, and that all the accomplishments he possessed 
resulted from labour and application. 

Of we: That I was very steady, very apt to be 
sullen, grave myself, but fond of those who were guy. 

I think I did come pretty well off, considering the 
villanous things said of the rest; but I battled with 
him warmly the character of Mr. Seward, which his 
calling ‘* pretty well” was very unjust, as he Las really 
more original wit ond humour than one man in five 
hundred. 

In the middle of dinner I was seized with a violent 
laughing fit, by seeing Mr. Musgrave, who had sat 
quite silent, turn very solemnly to Mr, Seward and 
say, in a reproachful tone,— 

“Seward, you said I should be fighting to talk all 
the talk, aud here I have not spoke once.” 

“Well, sir,” cried Mr. Seward, uodding at him, 
“why don't you put in?” 

“Why, I lost an opportunity just now, when Mr. 
Cator talked of climates ; I had something I could have 
said about them very well.” 

After this, however, he made himself amends; for 
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when we left the men to their wine, he began such a 
violent dispnte with Mr. Cator, that Mr. Jenkinson 
and Mr. Crutchley left the field of battle, and went 
out to join the ladies in their walk round the grounds; 
and that breaking up the party, the rest soon fol- 
lowed. 

By the way, I happened not to walk myself, which 
‘was most ludicrously noticed by Mr. Musgrave ; who, 
while we were at tea, suddenly crossed the circle to 
come up to me, and eay.— 

“You did not walk, Miss Burney?” 

“No, sir.” 

“Very much in the right—very much in the right, 
indeed! You were stadying? Oh, very right! never 
lose a moment! Such an understanding as yours it 
would be a shame to neglect: it ought to be cultivated 
every moment.” 

And then he harried back to his seat, 

In the evening, when all the company was gone but 
our three gentlemen, Seward, Crutchley, and Mus- 
grave, we took a walk round the grounds by moon- 
light; and Mr. Musgrave started with rapture at the 
appearance of the moon, now full, now cloudy, now 
clear, now obscured, every three yard- we moved. 

* * La * - * 

We have liad some extra diversion from two queer 
letters. The first of these wa» to Dr. Johnson, dated from 
the Orkneys, and costing him 1s. G2. The contents were, 
to beg the Doctor’» advice and counsel upon a very 
embarrassing matter; the writer, who sigus his name 
and place of abode, sayshe is a clergyman, aud labours 
under a most peculiar misfortune, for which he can give 
no accouut; and which is,—that though he very often 
writes letters to his friends and other~, he never gets 


1781) OF THE AUTHOR OF EVELINA. 97 


any answers; he entreats, therefore, that Dr. Johnaon 
will take this into consideration, and explain to him 
to what so strange s thing may be attributed. 

He then gives his direction. 

The other of these curious letters is to myself; it 
is written upon fine French-glazed and gilt paper. 


““ Miss F. Burney, 
« At Lady Thrale’s, 
“* Streatham, Surrey. 

‘*Mapam,—I lately have read the three elegant 
volumes of ‘ Evelina,’ which were penned by you; and 
am desired by my friends, which are very numerous, 
to entreat the favour of you to oblige the public with 
a fourth. 

“ Now, if this desire of mine should meet with your 
approbation, and you will honour the public with 
another volume (for it will not be ill-bestowed time), 
it will greatly add to the happiness of, 

“ Honoured madam, a sincere admirer 
“Of you and ‘ Evelina.’” 

“ Snow Ifill, 

‘Now don’t our two epistles vie well with each other 
for singular absurdity? Which of them shews least 
meaning, who can tell? This is the third queer 
anonymons letter I have been favoured with. The date 
is more curious than the contents; one would think 
the people on Snow Hill might think three volumes 
enough for what they are the better, and not desire a 
fourth to celebrate more Smiths and Branghtons. 

Mownpay, Szpr. 3p.—Our solitude was interrupted 
by a visit from Mr. Crotchley, which afforded me, as 
usual, subject-matter of debate upon his never-ending 
oddities. Take the following patterns :— 

TOL. II, a 
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My dear Mrs. Thrale had been ill of « rash for some 
days, though not confined, and Sir Richard Jebb came 
this evening to see her. He stayed and drank tea 
with us, and was, a3 to me he always ie, very agree- 
able. After having written for Mrs. Thrale and given 
her his general directions, he charged ber very ear- 
nestly not to suffer her spirits to be agitated, aud to 
be very careful to kecp quiet. 

When he was gone, she repeated this in laughing, 
and said, ‘‘ I suppose he meaut I should not put my- 
self in a Welsh passion, and flame and spit.” 

“ Nay, nay,” cried Mr. Crutchley, “ that you do all 
day long.” 

** What!” cried she, going out of the room, and not 
well hearing him, while I turned round to laugh at his 
assurance, 

“Why Miss Burney,” answered he, ‘says you 
always spit.” 

“1!” cried I, amazed. ‘When did I say 50?” 

“* Why, just this moment.” 

“Mercy!” cried Miss Thrale, ‘* that is too bad!” 

“ Nay, she said it, I’ll swear!” said he, very coolly. 

T only turned up my eyes at him, aud Miss Thrale 
followed her mother out of the room. 

“Well, now,” said he, very gravely, “did you say 
it, or did you not?” 

“Why not, to be sure!” returned J, staring at his 
effrontery. 

“You did not say itt” 

“No; you know I did not.” 

* Nay, I don’t know for the words, but you looked it, 
Iam sure, and that ’s the same. I always bold it ex- 
actly the same. I see, indeed, no difference between 
saying and looking.” 
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“Yes, but I did not look it; my look was only at 
you, and marvelling at your eaying it.” 

«Nay, but you know very well that she does spit.” 

‘* No, indeed, I don’t; or if I do, I know also, 
and very certainly, that it is only when she is pro- 
yoked.” 

“Yes, yes; nobody, I suppose, does it unprovoked ; 
but what will provoke one will not provoke another ; 
that is all the real difference.” 

I had no time to answer this, as the dear spitter 
returned; but I was all amazement at his persisting 
in such an attack, and ‘nsisting that I was of the sume 
mind. 

* * * * : *“ 

At dinner, Dr. Johnson returned, and Mr. Musgrave 
came with him. I did not see them till dinner was 
upon the table; and then Dr. Juhnecn, more in earnest 
than in jest, reproached me with not coming to meet 
him, and afterwards with not speuking to him, which, 
by the way, across a large table, snd before company, 
I could not do, were I to be repronched ever 80 90- 
lemuly. It is requisite to speak so loud in order to 
be heard by him, and every body listens so attentively 
for hi» reply, that not all his kindness will ever, I 
believe, embolden me to discourse with him willingly 
except tct-d-tet, or only with his family or my own. 

Mr. Crutchley, who has more odd spite in him than 
all the rest of the world put tugether, enjoyed this call 
upon me, at which Mr. Musgrave no less wondered! 
He seemed to think it an honour that raised me to 
the highest pinnacle of glory, and started, and lifted 
up his hands in profound admiration. 

This, you may imagine, was no great inducement to 
Me to talk more; and when in the erening we all met 
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again in the library, Dr. Johnson still cominuing his 
accusation, and vowing I cared nothing for him, to get 
rid of the matter, aud the grinning of Mr. Crutchley, 
and the theatrical staring of Mr. Musgrave, I pro- 
posed to Miss Thrale, as soon as tea was over, a walk 
round the grounds. 

The next morning, the instant I entered the, library 
at breakfast-time, where uobody was yet assembled 
but Messrs. Musgrave and Crutchley, the former ran 
up to me the moment I opened the door with a large 
folio in his hand, calling out,— 

“Sce here, Miss Burney, you know what I said 
about the Racks ——” 

«The what, sir?” cried I, having forgot it all. 

“Why the Racks; und here you see is the very 
game account. I must shew it to the Doctor pre- 
eently; the old tion hardly believed it.” 

He then read to me I know not how much stuff, not 
a word of which could I understand, because Mr. 
Crutehley sat laughing slyly, and casting up his eyes 
exactly before me, though unscen by Mr. Musgrave. 

As soon as I got away from him, and walked on to 
the other eud of the room, Mr. Crutchley followed 
me, and said,— 

** You went to hed tuo soon last night; you should 
have stayed a little longer, and then you would have 
heard such a pauegyric as uever before was spoken.” 

“So 1 suppose,” quoth 1, not knowing what he 
drove at. 

“Oh, yes!” cried Mr. Musgrave, ‘ Dr. Johnson 
pronounced such a pancgyric upon Miss Burney as 
would quite have intoxicated any body else; not her, 
indeed, for she cun bear it, but nobody else could,” 

“‘Oh! such praise,” said Mr. Crutchley, “ never 
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did I hear before. It kept me awake, even me, after 
eleven o'clock, when nothing else could,—poor drowsy 
wretch that I em!” 

They then both ran on praising this praise (@ gui 
mieux mieuz), and trying which should distract me 
mo@with curiosity to hear it; but J know Mr. Crutch- 
ley holds aii panegyric in such infinite contempt and 
ridicule, that I felt nothing but mortification in finding 
he had been an auditor to my dear Dr. Jobneon’s par 
tiatity. 

** Woe to him,” cried he at last, “of whom no one 
speaks ill! Woe, therefore, to you in this house, I 
am sure!” 

“No, no,” cried I, “ you, I believe, will save me 
from that woe.” 

In the midst of this business entered Miss Thrale. 
Mr. Musgrave, instantly fying up to her with the 
folio, exclaimed, ‘See, Miss Thrale, here's all that 
about the origin of Racks, that ——” 

“* Of what?” cried she. “ Of rats?” 

This set us all grinning; but Mr. Crutchley, who 
had pretty well recovered his spirits, would not rest a 
moment frour plaguing me about this praise, and bezan 
immediately to tell Miss Thrale what an oration had 
been made the preceding evening. 

The momeut Mrs. Thrale came in, all this was 
again repeated, Mr. Musgrave almost blessing himself 
with admiration while he talked of it, and Mr. Cratch- 
Jey keeping ime in a perpetual fidgct, by never suffering 
the eulject to drop. 

When they had both exhaucted all they had to say 
in a general manner of this loge, and Dr. Johnson’s 
fondness for me, for a little while we were allowed to 
rest; but scarce had 1 time to even hope the matter 
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would be dropped, when Mr. Crutchley said to Mr. 
Muegrave,— 

* Well, sir, but now we have paved the way, I think 
you might as well go on.” 

“Yes,” said Mise Thrale, never backward in pro- 
moting mischief, “methinks you might now diggjose 
some of the particular.” 

“ Ay, do,” said Mr, Crutchley, “ pray repeat what 
he said.” 

“Qh! it is not in my power,” cried Mr. Musgrave ; 
“T have not the Doctor's eloquence. However, as well 
as I can remember, I will do it. He said that her 
manners were extraordinarily pleasing, and her lau- 
guage remarkably elegant; that she bad as much virtue 
of mind as knowledge of the world : that with alt her 
skill in human nature, sue was at the same time as 
pure a little creature ——” 

This phrase, most comfortably to me, helped us to 
a laugh, and carried off in something like a joke 
praise that almost carried ae off, from very shame not 
better to deserve it. 

“Go on, go on!” cried Mr. Crutchley; ‘* you have 
not said half.” 

“T am sensible of that,” said he, very solemnly; 
“but it really is not in my power to do him justice, 
else I would say ou, for Miss Burney I know would 
not be intoxicated.” 

«*Nu, 00; more, more,” cried that tiresome crea- 
ture; ‘at it again.” 

“ Indeed, sir; and upon my word I would if I 
could; but only himself cau do the old lion jus- 
tice.” 

«And what light is," cried Mrs. Thrale, ‘¢’tis only 
light can shew.” However, let him love her as much ag 
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he will, he will neyer love her half enough, for he 
knows not half how good she iz.” 

“Upon my word!” cried Miss Thrale, drolly; “do 
you think I sha’n’t take some sly opportunity to poison 
you?” 

“Miss Burney wants no incentive to virtue,” said 
Mr. Musgrave, ‘or else, to any body else such a cha- 
racter as Dr. Johnson has given her would be enough 
to stimulate her to it.” 

Ay, thought J, that is the best way for me—to take 
all this in sober seriousnes». And I assure you, though 
I tried to laugh all this offas if I did not believe it, 
I knew 60 well his readiness and pleasure in speaking 
highly of me, that I was inwardly quite melted by his 
kindness, and my sense of the honour I receive from it. 

We had half dune breakfast before he came down ; 
he then complained he Lad had s bud night and was 
not well. 

“TI conld not sleep,” said he, laughing; “ na, not 
awink, for thinking of Miss Burney; her cruelty de- 
stroys my rest.” 

“* Mercy, sir!” cried Mrs. Thrale; ‘ what, beginning 
again already?—why, we shall all assassinate her. 
Late at night, aud early at morn,—no wonder you 
can't sleep!” 

“Oh! what would I give,” cried he, ‘that Miss 
Burney would come und tell me stories all night long! 
~ if she would but come and talk to me!” 

“That would be delightful, indeed!” said I; “* but 
when, then, should I sleep?” 

«Oh, that’s your care! I should be happy enough 
in keeping you awake.” 

“I wish, sir,” cried Mr. Musgrave, with vehemence, 
*©I conld give you my own mght’s sleep!” 
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“T would have you,” continued Dr. Johnson to me 
(taking no notice of this flight), ‘come and talk to 
me of Mr. Smith, and then tell me stories of old 
Branghton, and then of his son, and then of your 
sea-captain.” 

“And pray, sir," cried Mrs. Thrale, ‘‘ don’t forget 
Lady Louisa, for { shall break my heart if you do.” 

** Ay,” answered he, ‘and of Lady Louisa, and of 
Evelina lerself as much as you please, but not of Mr. 
AMacartncy, —n0, not a word of him!” 

**T assure you, ma'am,” said Mr. Musgrave, “the 
very person who first told me of that book was Mr. 
Jessop, my school-master. Think of that !—was it not 
striking? ‘A daughter,’ says he, ‘of your friend Dr. 
Burney has written a book, and it does her much 
credit.’ Think of that! (lifting up his hands to enforce 
his admiration); and he desired me to read it—he 
recommended it to me;—a man of the finest taste, — 
man of great profundity, an extraordinary scholar, 
living in a remote part of Irelund,—a man I esteem, 
upon my word!” 

“+ But, sir,” cried Mrs. Thrale to Dr. Johnson, 
“why, these men tell sach wonders of what you said 
last night! Why, you spoke quite an oration in favour 
of Miss Burney.” 

“Ay,” said Mr. Crutchley, ‘‘the moment it was 
over I went to bed. 1 stayed to hear the pancgyric; 
but I thought I could bear nothing after it, and made 
off.” 

“«T would you were off now,” cried I, “‘and in your 
phaeton iu the midst of this rain!” 

“Oh, ai cried Mr. Musgrave, “the Doctor went 
on with it again after you went; 1 had the honour to 
hear a great deal more.” 
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“Why, this is very fine indeed!” said Mrs. Thrale; 
“why, Dr. Johnson,—why, what is all thie?” 

“These young fellows,” answered he, ‘play me 
false; they take me in; they start the subject, and 
make me say something of that Fanny Burney, and 
then the rogues know that when I have once began I 
shall not know when to leave off.” 

“We are glad, sir,” said Mr. Crutchley, ‘to hear 
our own thoughts expressed so much better than we 
can express them ourselves.” 

I could only turn up my eyes at him. 

** Just so,” said Mrs. Thrale, 


“<OWhat oft was thought, but ne‘er so well express’d.’” 


Here, much to my satisfaction, the conversation 
broke up. 

“*I hope,” said Miss Thrale, comically bowing to 
me, “‘ you have approved this discourse. For my part, 
I wonder you will speak to me again.” 

**I wonder,” said Mr. Cratchley, ‘she could eat!” 

“Nay,” quoth I, ‘‘this is no way to take off my 
appetite; though, perhaps, you think I ought to be 
too sublime to eat.” 

His phaeton was now announced, and, regardless of 
the rain, he took leare. 

Mr, Musgrave stayed with us two or three days 
jonger ; but he is so infinitely more quiet when neither 
Mr. Seward nor Mr. Crutchley is here, that he left 
me nothing to write about him. 

Frinay, Sspr. }4rx.— And now, if I am not mis- 
taken, I come to relate the conclusion of Mr. Crutch- 
Jey's most extraordinary summer career at Streatham, 
which place, I believe, he has now left without much 
intention to frequently revisit. However, this is mere 
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conjecture; but he really had 2 run of ll-luch not very 
anyiting to e man of hi. cold and splenetie turn, to play 
the same game 

When we were just 20mg to supper, we heard a 
disturbance among the dog». aud Mrs and Miss 
Threle went out to see wh.t wa the matter, while Dr. 
Johnson and I :remamed yuet oon 1eturmmng, “A 
friend' a fmend'” che er:cd, and was followed by Mr. 
Crutchley 

He would not ea* w th us, but was chatty and in 
good-humou, and as ustal wuen in spuits, paucily 
sarcastic Tor instance, at 1+ 2eneraliy half my employ- 
ment in hat evenings here tu mscne some or other 
poor buzzing idiot of an m-cct from the flame of a 
candle This, accordma'y, I was performing with a 
Harry Longlex-, wluch after much tial to catch, 
eluded me, and escaped, uvbuds could see how Wi 
Crutchley vowed I J.ad cau ht and squeczed lnm to 
death in my hand 

“No, mdeed,’ cned I, “wien I cateh them, I put 
them out of the window 

“Ay, then bodie~, sou he luusnas, * but their 
Tega, I suppose, yuu heep 

“Not I, mdeed 1 Jold them yury » fe am the palin 
of my hand.” 

Oh! said he, “the pam of your hand! why, it 
would not hold a fy Bit what have you done 
with the poor metch—thrown Lau unk the table 
slyly 7” 

“What good would that de? 

“Oh, help to establish your full characte: for 
mercy.” 

Now, was not that a speech to provoke Miss Grizzle 
herself? However, 1 only made up a saucy hp 
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“Come,” cried he, offering tolake my hand, “ where 
ishe? Which hand ishe in? Let me examine?” 

“No, no, I thank you; I she’n’t make you my con- 
feesor, whencver I take one.” 

He did not much like this; but I did not mean he 
should. 

Afterwards he told us a most upacconntably ridicu- 
lous story of a crying wife. A gentleman, he said, of 
his acquaintance had married lately his own kept mis- 
tress; and last Sunday he had dined with the bride 
and bridegroom ; but, to his utter astonishment, with- 
out any apparent reason in the world, in the middle of 
dinner or tea, she burst into a violent fit of erying, and 
went out of the room, though there was not the least 
quarrel, and the sposo seemed all fondness and atten- 
tion! 

“What, then,” said 1, somewhat maliciously, I 
grant, “had you been saying to her?” 

“Oh, thank you!” said he, with « halfaffronted 
bow, “I expected this! I declare I thought you would 
conclude it was me!” 

¥* ¥ « « * 

Dr. Johnson has been very unwell indeed. Once I 
was quite frightened about him; but he continues his 
strange discipline — starving, mercury, opium; and 
though for a time half demolished by its severity, he 
always, in the end, rises superior both to the disease 
and the remedy,—which commonly is the most alarming 
of the two. Hi, kinduess for me, 1 think, if possible, 
still increased: he actually bores every body s0 about 
me that the folks cven complain of it. 1 must, how- 
ever, acknowledge I feel but little pity for their fatigue. 
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From Miss F’, Burney to Mr. Crisp. 
Streatham, Wednesday morning, 
202 September. 

At length, my dear daddy, I hope to have a peep at 
you. Mrs. Thrale is much better, though not well, 
but so kindly desirous to give me this indulgence, as 
well as to see you and my father, that she will venture 
to promise for next Monday ; and, therefore, if nothing 
unlucky intervenes, and you send no prohibition, early 
on Monday morning you will see us. I cannot tell you 
half how glad I feel in the prospect of being again at 
dear Chesington, which I do indeed love at the bottom 
of my heart—and top too, for the matter of that. 

Bid all the Misses looh pretty, and Mrs. Hamilton 
be quite well. Tell dear Kitty not to prim up as if we 
had never met before, and charge Jem to be the piuk 
of gallantry. Beg my dear father to “‘ get from behind 
la barba” before breakfast ; and do you, my dear daddy, 
put on my favourite vig. 

I have time for no more, as I have an opportunity 
to send this to town now, and if it goes by Streutham 
post, you may not receive it before you receive your 
ever and ever obliged and loving child, aa 

My duty, love, and compliments to all. 

Mrs, Thrale’s best compliments. 

Miss Thrale will accompany us, but not Dr. Johnson, 


From Mrs. Thrale to Miss F. Burney. 
Sunday, 12th November, 1781. 
Sweet Burney, 
Your little scrap to my Tit was the most delightful 
thing 1 ever read—better then forty letters. Now 
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that my stomach is lightened by doses of emetic tartar, 
and my heart pacified by a Paris letter, 1 can try for 
flash aguin—at least rake up some old embers. 

Our journal would be yet emptier and more com- 
pressible than yours, for not a living thing have we 
seen since Crutchley left us late on Monday night, till 
Seward visited us yester noon: but the poor lady of 
the manor tried all she could to keep from tormenting 
the only creature in her reach with ill-humour; and 
for that creature's comfort the house will now soon be 
fall. 

Sir Richard Jebb has done Peggy Pitches so much 
good, she is enchanted with him. A physician can 
sometines parry the scythe of death, but has no power 
over the ~and in the hourglass, 

How happy Mr. Crisp iy im his Founikin! Take 
care of yoursclf fur all our sakes, nnd do not go to 
church such weather as this; but heep the fear of the 
churel.yard before your eyes, 

I'm glad the little book or volume goes on; my 
notion is that I shall cry myself blind over the con- 
clusion—it runs in my head—'tis 20 excessively pathetic. 
I saw your sweet father on Thursday, bat he came 
alone. 

“* Not a ship on the ocean,” says my last letter from 
Ashbourne,* ‘goes out with more good wishes than 
that which carries the fate of Burney. I love,” con- 
tinues he, ‘all of the race whieh I do know, and some 
that I do not, and love them for loving each other.” 

Of this consanguineous fonduess I have hed little ex- 
perience myself, but 1 consider it as one of the lenitives 
of life. It has, however, this deficiency—that it is 


* Dr. Johnson was then at Ashbourne. 
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never found where distress is mutual. He who has 
less than enough has nothing to spare. Prosperous 
people only love each other. May you and I, my love, 
be ever prosperous! 

Miss Kitty may well think this the surprisingest 
world that ever was. I have long been of her mind. 
Cavendish Square is the place appointed for me to 
perform in next winter, I perceive by every body; and 
though matters look clondy just at present, I find we 
are to hope for a “ little bit of Burney” in the spring. 
Did I aay that bright thing before? 

Somebody told me (but not your father) that the 
Opera singers would not be likely to get any money 
out of Sheridan this year. ‘‘ Why, that fellow grows 
fat,” says I, ‘‘ like Heliogabalus, upon the tongues of 
nightingales.” Did I tell you that bright thing before? 
Ah, Burney! if I was well I would make a little fun 
yet, bat I cannot get well. The next time I see Sir 
Richard I will coax him to Jet me go in the cold bath 
again, I am s0 low, so lamentable! 

Tam, however, most sincerely yours in all affection, 


H.L. T. 
Respects to Mr. Crisp. 


Mist F. Burncy to Mrs. Thrale. 
Chesington, December 10th, 
* * * * ” 

And so Mrs. Shirley, Ceptain Phillips’ sister, has 
been visiting Susan in form, and Susan has returned 
the courtesy with the proper formalities; and that 
awkward business being over, they begin to take to 
one another, and are already upon kind, open, and 
sisterly terms, visiting to and fro without ceremony. 
This is a very comfortable circumstance. 
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The Capitano has lately been promoted, and is now 
very earnest to accelerate matters; but my father, very 
anxious and fearfal for poor Susanne, does not think 
there is «de quoi mangcr very plentifully, and is as 
earnest for retarding them. For my own part, I think 
they could do very well. I know Susan is a very 
good economist, and I know there is not any part of 
our family that cannot live upon very little as cheer- 
fully as most folks upon very much. Besides, who 
knows how long poor nuncle may live, and keep the 
estate to himself? And why should he not live? I 
detest living upon no hopes but those of other people's 
losing all—I mean pour ie monde, which we have no 
right to despise for others. while so anxious to fare 
well in it ourselves. 

All this, dearest madam, you must at present keep 
wholly to yourself. My father, all the while, is so 
much pleased with the disinterestedness of Phillips, 
that it is painful to his kind heart to oppose him, and, 
between friends, I have little doubt but he will give 
way ere long. 

* * - r * 

All these things put together, you may believe I am 
calied enough for home; very—very little, therefore, 
shall I be able to see of dear Streatham before next 
summer; but what I cun I will. 

Mr. Crisp is much gratified by your so kindly and 
constantly remembering him. Ue is vastly well this 
year, and has had no gout since I came; he is, there- 
fore, grown somewhat unruly, and if I hiut but at 
going away, storins w2d raves with such a vengeance 
you would stare to sce, and start to hear him. We 
keep to “‘fuu-making™ though, very gaily. Every 
thing here is so new that has passed elsewhere, that 
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nothing can be mentioned that has not the air of an 
anecdote, and the credit of peculiar observation upon 
‘matters and manners. 

Adieu, my ever dearest Mrs. Thrale, and long, long 
preserve the health, spirits, and kindness, which mark 
your last letter to F. B. 

May we be prosperous, you say,—and Amen! say I, 
without a devotion particularly extraordinary ; but yet 
I am by no means of opinion that there is no kindness 
where distress is mutual; on the contrary, I think, and 
once I found, that mutual distress gives mutual en- 
dearment. 
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1782, 


Miss F. Burney to Mrs. Phillips. 
February 25, 1782, 

Are you quite enragée with me, my dearest Susy? 
Indeed, I think I am with myself, for not sooner and 
oftener writing to you; and every night when I go to 
bed, and every morning when I wake, I determine 
shall be the last I will do either again till I have 
written to you. But, Aélas! my pens get eo fngged, 
and iny hands so crippled, when I have been up two or 
three hours, that my resolution wavers, and I sin on, 
till the time of rest and meditation, and then I repent 
again. Forgive me, however, my dearest girl, and 
prey pay me not in kind; for, as Charlotte would say, 
hind that wonld not be, however deserved and just. 

My work is too long in all conscience for the hurry 
of my people to have it produced. I hese a thousand 
million of fears for it. The mere copying, without 
vevising and correcting, would take at least ten weeks, 
for 1 cannot do more than a volume in a fortnight, 
unless I scrawl short hand and rough hand, as badly 
as the original. Yet my dear father thinke it will be 
pablished in a month! Since you went I have copied 
one volume and a quarter—no more! Ob, I am sick to 
think of it! Yet not little reviving is my father’s 
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very high approbation of the firat volume, which is all 
he has seen. I totally forget whether, in my Inst, I 
told you I had presented it to him? but I am sure you 
would never forget, for the pleasure you would have 
felt for me, had you seen or heard him reading any 
part of it. 

‘Would you ever believe, bigoted as he was to 
« Evelina,” that he now says he thinks this a superior 
design and superior execution ? 

You can never half imagine the delight this has 
given me. It is answering my first wish and first 
ambition in life. And though I am certain, and though 
he thinks hi:nself, it will never be so popular as ‘* Eve- 
lina,” his 30 warm satisfaction will make me amends 
for almost any mortification that may be in store 
for me. 

I would to Heaven it were possible for me to bave a 
reading de suite of it with you, my Susy, more than 
with any body; but I could not admit Captain Phillips, 
dearly as I love him; I could not for my life read 
myself to Mr. Burney, end was obliged to make Etty. 
It is too awkward a thing to do to any human beings 
but my sisters, and poor aunty, and Kitty Cooke. I 
have let the first tome also run the gauntlet with Mrs, 
Thrale. 

* . . * . 

One thing frets me a good deal, which is, that my 
book affair has got wind, and seems almost every where 
known, notwithstanding my earnestness and caution to 
have it kept snug till the last. Mr. Barry, t'other day, 
told me he had heard from Mies Mudge what, &e. &e. 
he had soon to expect fron: me. The Hooles have 
both told Charlotte how gled they are in the good 
news they hear; and Mrs. Boyle and the strangers 
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the other. But I shall insist upon your seeing them. 
One is in letters, like yours, only yours is prettiest ; 
it’s ealled the ‘Mausoleum of Julia !’” 

‘What unfeeling things, thonght I, are my sisters! 
I'm sure I never heard them go about thus praising me! 

Mrs. Paradise then again came forward, and taking 
my band, led me up to her ladyship’s sister, Lady 
Hawke, saying aloud, and with a courteons smirk, 
“ Mies Burney, ma’am, authoress of ‘ Evelina.’” 

“Yes,” cried my friend, Lady Say and Sele, who 
followed me close, “it’s the authoress of ‘ Evelina ;* 
80 you are sister authoresses!” 

Lady Hawke arose and curtsied. She is muck 
younger than her sister, and rather pretty; extremely 
languishing, delicate, and pathetic; apparently accus- 
tomed to be reckoned the genius of her family, and well 
contented to be looked upon as a creature dropped 
from the clouds. 

I was then seated between their ludyships, and Lady 
8. and S., drawing as near to me as possible, said,— 

“Well, and so you wrote this pretty book !—and 
pray did your papa know of it?” 

“No, ma’am; not till some months after the pub- 
Hieation.” 

“So I’ve heard ; it’s surprising! I can’t think how 
you invented it!—there’s a vast deal of invention in it! 
And you've got so much humour, too! Now my sister 
has no humour—hers is all sentiment. You can’t 
think how I was entertained with that old grandmother 
and her son!” 

I suppose she meant Tom Branghton for the son. 

“How much pleasare you must, have had in writing 
it; bad not you?” 

“«Y—e—s, ma’am.” 
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“« So has my sister; she’s never without a pen in her 
hand; she can’t help writing for her life. When Lord 
Hawke is travelling about with her, she keeps writing 

the way.” 

“Yes,” said Lady Hawke; ‘‘I really can’t help 
writing. One has great pleasure in writing the things ; 
has pot one, Miss Burney ?” 

«¢ Y—e—e, ma'am.” 

“ But your novel,” cried Lady Say and Sele, “is in 
such a atyle!—eo elegant! I am vastly glad you made 
it end happily. I hate a novel that don’t end happy.” 

“Yea,” said Lady Hawke, with a languid smile, “I 
‘was vastly glad when she married Lord Orville. I waa 
sadly afraid it would not have been.” 

“My sister intends,” said Lady Say and Sele, ‘to 
print her ‘ Mausoleum,’ just for her own friends and 
acquaintances.” 

“ Yes,” said Lady Hawke; ‘‘I have never printed 


“T saw Lady Hawke's name,” quoth I to my first 
friend, “ aseribed to the play of ‘ Variety.” 

“ Did you indeed?” cried Lady Say, in an ecstasy. 
“Sister! do you know Miss Burney saw your name in 
the newspapers, about the play !” 

“Did she?” said Lady Hawke, smiling compla- 
cently, ‘‘ But I really did not write it; I never wrote 
8 play in my life.” 

Well,” cried Lady Say, “but do repeat that sweet 
pert that 1 am so fond of—you know what I mean; 
Miss Burney must hear it,—out of your novel, you 
know!” 

Lady H.—No, I can’t; I have forgot it. 

Lady S.—Ob, no! I am sure you have not; 1 
insist upon it. 
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Lady H.—But I know you can repeat it yourself; 
you have so fine a memory; I am sare you can re- 
peat it. 

Lady S.—Oh, but I should not do it justice! 
that’s all,—I should not do it justice! = 

Lady Hawke then bent forward, and repeated—** If, 
when he made the declaration of his love, the sensibility 
that beamed in his eyes was felt in his heart, whet 
pleasing sensations and soft alarms might not that 
tender avowal awaken!’” 

«« And from what, ma’am,” cried I, astonished, and 
imagining 1 had mistaken them, “is this taken?” 

“From my sister’s novel!” answered the delighted 
Lady Say and Sele, expecting my raptures to be equal 
to her own; “‘it’s in the ‘ Mausoleum,’ —did not you 
know that? Well, 1 can’t think how you can write 
these sweet novels! And it’s al) just like that part. 
Lord Hawke himself says it’s all poetry. For my part, 
Vm sure 1 never could write so. I suppose, Miss 
Barney, you are producing another,—a'n't you?” 

“+ No, ma’am.” 

“Oh, I dare say you are. J dare say you are writing 
one at this very minute!” 

Mrs. Paradise now came up to me again, followed 
by a square man, middle-aged, aud hum-drum, who, I 
found, was Lord Say and Sele, afterwards from the 
Kirwans; for though they introduced him to me, I was 
so confounded by their vehemence and their manners, 
that I did not hear his name. 

‘¢ Miss Burney,” said Mrs. P., presenting me to him, 
“ authoress of ¢ Evelina.’” 

“Yea,” cried Lady Say and Sele, starting up, ‘‘’tia 
the authoress of ‘ Evelina!’” 

* OF what?” cried he. 
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“Of Evelma.” You'd never thimh 1t,—ehe looks 20 
young, to have so much invention, and puch an elegant 
style! Well, I could wite a play, I think, but I’m 
sure I could never write a novel. * 

+ “Oh, yes you could, if you would try,” said Lady 
Hawke. 

“Oh, no, I could not,” answered she, ‘I could not 
get a style—that's the thing—1 could not tell how to 
get a style! and @ novel's nothing without a style, you 
hnow '” 

“Why no,’ said Ledy Hawke, ‘‘that’stiue But 
then you write such ¢1a1ming lettes, you know!’ 

“Letters!” repeated Lid, 5. end» smpcing , “do 
you tlunk 20? Do you Anow I wut a Jong letter to 
Mis Ray just verore 1 came he, this very afternoon, 
—quite 4 long Jetter' Laid. 1 sare vor!’ 

Here Mas, f areusc cme 1 -avt » th anothe: gen- 
tleman, you ger, simmer, anu snartcr, wml saymg to 
me, ““u Grey y Pale lwau, sad to hum, * Viss 
Burney, autha -s of ‘L.elna ” 

At which Lady say and Sele, 11 iresh transport, 
agam arose, and 1aptmously agam 1cpeated—* Yeo, 
shes authoress of ‘ uvelmal’ Have you read 1?” 

“No, 18 it to be had?” 

“Oh dear, yes' t» been piimted there two years! 
You'd never think it! But st» the moet elegant novel 
lever read m my hte Writ mu such a style!” 

“Certainly, ~aid he, very civilly, “I have every 
inducement to get 1t Pray sheie 18 it to be had? 
every where, I suppose? 

**Oh, no where, I hope!’ ened I, wishing at that 
moment 1 had been never m human hen. 

My sqvare friend, Lord Say and Sele, then patting his 
head forward, <ad, .cry solemuly, ‘I'll purchase 1t!” 
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His lady then mentioned to me a hundred novels 
that I had never heard of, asking my opinion of them, 
and whether I knew the authors; Lady Hawke only 
oceasionally and languidly joming in the discourse : 
and then Lady S. and S., suddenly arising, begged me 
not to move, for she should be back again in a minute, 
and flew to the next room. 

I took, however, the first opportunity of Lady 
Hawke’s casting down her eyes, and reclining her 
delicate head, to make awa; from this terrible set; and, 
juet as I was got by the piano-forte, where I hoped 
Pacchierotti would soon present himself, Mrs. Paradise 
again came to me, and said,— 

“* Miss Burney, Lady Say and Sele wishes vastly to 
cultivate your acquamtance, and begs to know if she 
may have the honour of your company to an assembly 
at her house next Friday ?—and 1 will do myself the 
pleasure to call for you, if you will give me leave,” 

“Her ladyship does me much honour, but I am 
unfortunately engaged,” was my answer, with as much 
promptness as I could command are 


Mrs. Thrale to Mus F. Burney. 
Wedneway Niztit. Going to Bed. 
My Dearest Burney, 

May I venture, do you think, to call a little company 
about me on St. Taffy’> day? or, will the world in, 
general, and the Pepyses in particular, feel shocked 
at my “‘ dissipation” and my ‘‘ haste to be married?” 
They came last night and found me alone with Murphy. 
There was an epoch! The Bishop of Peterborough 
came in soon after. Queen} was gone to Mrs. Dave- 
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uant’s, with Miss Owen and Dr. Delap. What 
dangers we do go through! But I have not gone out 
to meet mine half way, at least. 

Pray come on Friday se’nnight, if yon never come 
again. 

I was very near you yesterday, but I put a con- 
straint upon myeelf, and pressed forward, for I should 
only have dirtied the house, and hindered you, and 
been wished at York by the Padrona di casa. 

T went to dear Dr. Johnson's, sassegnarlo la solita 
serviti, but at one o'clock he was not up, and I did 
not like to disturb him. I am very sorry about him— 
exceeding sorry! When I parted from you on Monday, 
and found him with Dr, Lawrence, I put my nose into 
the old man's wig and shouted ; but got none except 
melancholy answers,—so melaucholy, that I waa forced 
to crack jokes for fear of crying. 

“There is gout at the bottom, madam,” says Law- 
rence, 

‘*] wish it were at the bottom!” replied snucebox, 
as loud as ehe could bawl, and pointing to the pedestals. 

“(He complains of a general gravedo,” cries the 
Doctor; “ but he speaks too good Latin for ws.” 

** Do you take care, at least, that it does not increase 
long,” qaoth I. (The word gravedo, you know, makes 
gravedinis, and is, therefore, said to ‘¢ increase long in 
the genitive case.”) I thought this a good, stupid, 
echolar-like pun, and Johnson seemed to like that 
Lawrence was pleased. 

This morning I was with him again, and this even- 
ing Mrs. Ord’s conversation and Piozzi's cara voce 
have kept away care pretty well, Mr. Selwyn helped 
us to be comfortable. My Tit went with her Coz. to 
Abel's concert, 
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Good night, sweetest ; I am tired and want to go to 


Good night once more, through the door at 
Streatham, for thither imagination carries your affec- 
tionate 

HL. T. 


Mr. Crisp to Miss F. Burney. 
Che-maton, Tebreary 25, 
Our own Fannikin, 

I do acquiesce (‘tis true), bnt not in calm acqui- 
eseence (as Dr. Johnson does with Pope), that you 
ehould remain where you are instead of Chesington ; 
bat still I do say that, if you conld have returned hither 
in Suzette’s chaise, safe and warm, your undisturbed, 
unbroken, assiduous minding your lesson would hare 
overbalanced the time you gain by being upon the spot 
‘to correct proofs, dc.? 

I am not of your other Daddy's mind, who would 
have it sent off to Mr. Payne just as itis. You have 
#0 much to lose, you cannot take too much care. Not 
that I would have you file, and polish, and refine, till 
the original fire and spirit of the composition flies off 
in vapour,—end that, I dare say, is what he would 
guard against; and eo should I if 1 were not convinced 
there is no danger of that kind to be apprehended ; 
~~ that belongs to your half geniuses ;—a troe—a real 
—a great one, cannot be otherwise than highly luxu- 
Tiant, and must be pruned. The finest apricots I ever 
tasted were the produce of a tree on the side of a 
house, that had on it, at one time, eighteen hundred 


© Thenllusions throughout this Jeter are to “Cecilia,” then in 
the press. 
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dozen, and were thinned to about seven hundred, from 
twenty-one thousand six hundred! Yon may imagine 
this enormous quantity were mostly not bigger than 
peas. What thent—it demonstrates the monstrous 
force and vigour of the tree. 

You “ wish I had never seen the book in the rough.” 
There,you are in the wrong. If ever the hints or ob- 
servations of others can be worth listening to, that is 
the time; and I have already told you one opinion 
and piece of advice of miue, the truth and solidity of 
which every day of my life lam more and more con- 
vineed of. Whoever you think fit to consult, let their 
talents and teste be cver go great, hear what they eay,— 
allowed !—agreed !—but never give up or alter a tittle 
merely on their authority, uor unless it perfectly 
coincides with your own inward feelings. I can say 
this to my sorrow and to my cost.—But mum! The 
original sketches of works of genius, though ever so 
rude and rough, are valuable and curious monuments, 
and well worth preserving. 

I am truly glad you have resolution enough of your 
own, and are permitted by others to stand your ground 
manfully, and sustain the siege of visitors that would 
overwhelm you with their numbers and incessant 
attacks. I perfectly concur with your Doctor Daddy 
in his selection of particulars, so far as he hws read, 
and with his sentiments in general of the work and the 
plan, which (by what he hes already seen) he cannot 
but have conceived an idea of. The unreasonable hurry 
with which I was obliged to gallop over such a book 
has disabled me from making, or even forming, obser- 
vations, other than general ones. But by my imperfect 
recollection of particulars, and what I felt at the time, 
T think nothing struck me more forcibly than the 
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Foxhsll* scene; it is finely—it is powerfully ima- 
gined; it is a noble piece of morality! the vanety— 
the contrast of the different characters quite new and 
unhackneyed, and yet perfectly in nature; and the 
dreadful catestrophe that concludes the whole makes it 
a masterpiece, What a subject for that astonishing led, 
Edward, to make a finished drawing, and Bartolozzi 
a print of! The scene of Foxhall illuminated—the 
mangled, bleeding body carried along—the throng 
of spectators crowding after, filled with various ex- 
pressions of horror, wonder, eager curiosity, and in- 
quiry; and many other particulars, which the perusal 
of the passage itself, and his genius, would suggest. 
like Cecilia much better than Albina, which I never was 
fond of, though not of much consequence. 

I long to see Mrs, Thrale’a letter, which I do most 
faithfally promise to return; and I do hereby summon 
you to despatch it to me immediately. To own to you 
the real trath, it was wholly owing to my impatience 
to get at it that I so directly answered your last. 

As to your lovely Greek, I most earnestly recom- 
mend to you, notwithstanding your five sheets of 
paper, to put her down (while she is strong and warm 
in your memory and imagination) in a finished draw- 
ing in black and white. I don’t mean this merely to 
satisfy curiosity, but as a wonderful academy figure, 
which may be of powerful use to you hereafter, to 
design from, in some future historical composition. 
Such opportunities don’t offer every day; perfect no- 
yelty, united to such oncommon excellence, is a prize 
indeed ; don’t let her slip, but like Lothario, 


“ Seize the golden, glorious opportunity.” 


® The old mode of epelling Vauxhall. 
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T am in thorough, serious earnest, and seriously for the 
reason I have given. 
Your loving Daddy, 
8. C. 





—You say the book is to be printed vol. by 
vol., as fast as you can get it out. Sare, I hope, you 
don’t mean by that that it is to come out in single, 
separate volumes? I can’t bear the thoughts of it. 
All published et once, or ‘‘ Chaos is come egain!” 

2d P.S.—I have not the conscience to demand long 
Jetters now in return; only send Mrs. Thrale’s and to 
Kit. 





Miss F. Burney to Mr. Crisp. 
15th March, 


Your letter, my dear daddy, which I have just re- 
ceived, has given me so much uneasiness that I way as 
well answer it immedistely, 2s I can do nothing for 
thinking of it. 

The conslict scene for Cecilia, between thofffother 
and son, to which you so warmly object, is the very 
scene for which I wrote the whole book, and so en- 
tirely does my plan hang upon it, that I uust abide by 
its reception in the worid, or put the whole behind the 
fire. 

Yon will believe, then, with the opinion I have of 
your judgment, and the anxious desire I have to do 
uotbing quite contrary to your epprubation, if I can 
now be very easy. I would it were in my power to 
defer the whole publication to another spring, but I 
em gure my father would run crazy if I made euch a 
proposal, 

Let me not, however, Le sez1ence] without making 
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tay defence, and at least explaining to you my own 
meaning in the part you censure. 

I meant in Mrs. Delsille to draw a great, but not a 
perfect character; I meant, on the contrery, to blend 
upon paper, as I hase frequently secn blended in life, 
noble and rare qualities with striking and incurable 
defects. I meant, also, to shen how the greatest 
virtues and excellences may be totally obscured by the 
indulgence of violent passions and the ascendancy of 
favourite prejudices. 

This seene has yet been read by no human creature 
but yourself and Charlotte, who would not let me rest 
till E let her go through the book. Upon Charlotte’s 
opinion you will easily believe I put no solid reliance; 
bat yet I mention to you the effect it had on her, be- 
cause, as you told me about dear Kitty Cooke, the 
natural feeling: of untaught hearers ought never to be 
slighted; and Dr. Johnson has told me the same a 
thousand times. Well, she prefers it to any part of 
the bank, and cried oye: it sv vehemently that she 
could sat no dimuer, aud had a violont headach all 
day, 
I would rather, however, hase had one good word 
from you than ail the tears of the tender, and all 
the praises of the civil. 

The character of Mrs. Dclville struck you in so 
favourable a light, that you sunk, as I remember [ 
privately noticed to myself, when jou mentioned her, 
ell the passages to her disadyantage previous to this 
conflict, else it would have appeared to you less incon- 
sistent, for the way is paved for it in several places. 
But, indeed, you read the whole to cruel disadvantage ; 
the bad writing, the haste, the rough copy, all were 
against me. Your anger at Mrs. Delville’s violence 
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and obduracy are nothing but what I meant to excite ; 
your thinking it unnatural is all thnt disturbs me. 

Yet, when 1 look about me in the world, such 
strange inconsistencies as I see, such astonishing con- 
trariety of opinions, and so bigoted an adherence of all 
marked characters to their own way of thinking, I 
really know not how to give up this point. 

Another thing gives me some comfort—the part 
you have selected to like best, Foxhall, is what IE 
read to you myself, and the whole of the residence at 
Delvile Castle, which I also read to you, I remember 
well you were pleased with more than with any other 
part of the book. I cannot, therefore, but hope the 
bad copy and difficulty of reading did me as much 
mischief as the bad and unequal composition. 

But what are you thinking of, my dear daddy, when 
you desire me to send you the two last vols. imme- 
diately? Did I not tell yon I am still actually at work 
upon the second? And as to sending you again the 
rough draft, it would both be soliciting and establishing 
your disapprobation. 

The first volume seems to grow, by recollection, both 
on iy father and Mrs. Throle. It is not to be ex- 
pressed how fond they are of it, especially my father. 

Have you seen the verses in the newspaper, where 
they poked me in with all the delles esprits?* Two 
days ago, at Mr. Pepjs’ I met them almost all. Mrs. 
Boscawen, Mra. Chapone, Hannah More, Mrs. Carter, 
Sophy Streatfield, Mrs. Buller, famous for writing 
Greek notes in Greek books, Miss Georgiana Shipley 
(Mrs. Washingham’s friend), famous for construing 
Horace after 2 year's studying Latin, Mr. Wraxali, the 


* See p. 184. 
VOL, XI. x 
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northern historian, General Paoli, Dr. Cadogan, Sir 
Joshua Reynolds, &. ke. But the greatest pleasure,E 
received was from meeting Mrs. Garrick again. She 
had almost forgot me, but was very kind, and looked 
very well, very sweet, aud very elegant. J was also 
gratified by meeting with the lady of the late young 
Lord Lyttelton, who was made very celebrated by the 
book called the ‘‘ Correspondents,” which was asserted 
to be written by her and the old Lord Lyttelton, but 
Proves to be a very impertinent forgery. She is atill 
pretty, though a little passée, and very elegant and 
pleasing in her manners, Mre. and Miss Ord, Mi. 
Burrows, and many others, were there also. 

This is but the second large assembly I have been to 
this year, though I have been invited to # hundred. 
The other was at Mrs. Thrale’s, who first invited a 
large party about a week ago, There I met agnin the 
fair Greek, the Hales, Mr. Jenkinson,* Lord and Lady 
Sandys, the Burgoynes, Mr. Seward, Mr. Murphy, 
Dr, Delap, Mrs. Byron, and fifty more at least. 

I wish, my dear daddy, I had time to write you 
some of the flash that passes upon there occasions ; but 
it is totally impossible. 

* * . . * 

Every body knows that I am about something; and 
the moment I put my head out of doors, I am sure to 
be attacked and catechised. Oh, that I were but 2s 
sure of the success as of the sale of this book! but, 
indeed, I am now more discomfited and alarmed than 
T have ever been yet. 

Adieu, my dear daddy. I would I could do better; 
bat to love you snd your most kind sincerity more 


* Since Earl of Liverpool. 


§Meay: © or rax avrnor oy event. 181 


“eral ‘itt poskible. Never, therefore, apare it, til 
Tyoh” teade ‘to love, or cease to esteem, your ever af 
‘étionnte 

" F. B. 


a Miss F. Burney to Mrs. Phillips. 
Saturday, March 10, 1783. 

But thet I am myself in continual disgrace about 
writing, how should I murmur to hear so very, very 
seldom from my beloved Susy! yet, when your letters 
do come, to tell you half the pleasure with which I 
read them, would almost tempt you, culprit as I am, 
to let me see them oftener. The serenity of happiness 
you seem now to enjoy, my ever dearest girl, makes 
me ready to cry over your letters with fulness of con~ 
tent for you; and were it otherwise, how to forbear 
repining at your absence I am sure I should not 
know ; for I miss you here so seriously, 80 cruelly, 90 
perpetually, that nothing in the world short of your 
established happiness could make me any mental amends 
for your loss. The house seems eo strange without 
you, my room so unoccupied, and my affairs and in- 
terests and thoughts so uncomfortable, in wanting 
your participation. 

I don’t well know what sullen fit of selfishness makes 
me write all this; so, to have done with it, give to 
your sweet captain my kindest love, and tell him, let 
me murmar as I will by fits, I would not, if [ could, 
change your destination, nor reverse the decree that 
was given by Mr. Shirley in St. Martin’s Church; and 
repeat to him—if you can—what I once told him my- 
self,—that never, till I knew him, did I see the person 
to whom I could so cheerfully resign my first, longest, 
best, and dearest friend. So now —Jet’s have a dancef 

I had a very agreeable evening last Tuesday st Mr. 
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Pepys, where I met Mr. Gaiuich, whom I re oiced 
much to see She had ali but forgot me, but when I 
was introduced to her, by her half 1ecollectmg and 
askmng who I was, she was extremely hind and obhg- 
ing She looks very wel’, aud very elegant She was 
cheerfully giave, did not speak nuch, but as followed 
and addiessed by erery boy I eculd not help bem, 
quite melancholy myself at sight of her. fiom reme n- 
‘brance of dcas M. Garncl. 

Do yon know they have put me again mto the news: 
‘paper~, mu a cop. of veise~ made upo ; literary Jadze-,— 
where ae introduecd Wai» Caz*ec, Chnpone, Cowley, 
Hannah Moic, Mrs Grevsllk, Mz, Bo»cawen, Mis, 
Thralc, Mre Crewe, Sophy Stieatheld, and Mn Mon- 
tage In such honowuble company, to repine at bemg 
placed, wonld, pahys, br imperuuent, so I take it 
qmetly enough brt I would to Heaven I could heop 
clear of the whok' Yloweve:, my dear fatlur is 90 
dehzhted, thit, though he was ualf .fiail of speaking, 
to me at all about them at fust, he caries them con- 
stantly 10 hie pocket, and reads them to every body! 
I have a great suspicion thy were written by Mr 
Pepys, as they are just what I have heard hun say of 
all the people, and a» ever cireatuic mentioued 
them, but Mrs Cowley, Greville, and Ciene, were 
invited to be at his house on the very day they were 
printed. 

Yesterday I went, with Charlotte and the two hu- 
‘wane, to a 1eheat-al of Rauzzun» ucw opera I was 
not at allenchauted, though 111) wellentertamed ‘The 
Tousi¢ 1 pietty, and th. ccompanments pleasant, 
but there 1 such a stiugsk for something uncommon, 
and such quee: disappo itments of the ear in the difiet- 
ert tarns given to the pass zes fivia what it expects, 
that it appears to have tar 1-o1e tries thar genie wn 
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the composition ; and every song is eo very near being 
comic, that the least change in the world would make 
it wholly so. 

Pacchicrotti was in better spirits than I have seen 
him for some time, and very earnest to help Rauzzini, 
acting as muestro for him, and singing like twenty 
angels; but his songs are so unworthy of him, I think, 
that I never found ont Ly the symphonies whether 
they were meaut for him; aud } never was at an opera. 
rehearsal before without hnowing the first singer's 
airs long enough before he began them. Yet I really 
expect this will b the favonrite opera for the season, as 
there are Reoticisius aud oddities in it of all sorts, to cateh 
popularity, Pacchierotti erme and «poke and said, — 

“« T have uot seen you for a great age, Miss Buri.” 

** No,” quoth J, “ sou never come.” 

“I beg your pardon, ma’am,” said he, “never you 
are at home, and then you say never I cone.” 

For I have been denied to him, perforce, repeatedly, 

*¢ Well,” said [, I am obliged to be a great deal 
with Mrs. Thrale, but if you will fix a time, I will be 
sure to be in the way.” 

“Sh!” said he, “always you are to Mrs. Thrale! 
Well, I ouly say, Heaven forgive her!” 

However he could ut fix # positive time; bnt next 
Taesday, Wednesday, or Friday, he will come, and the 
‘Kirwaus ore to come end watch for him till he does. 
‘They are sweet girls, but this is a most inconvenient 
arrangement for 1c at present. 

Adieu, wy Susy, — write vecz soon.* EB. 

* The following arc re Line: «Lud to in this letter; 
they appeared in the “Morning Heel” for March 12, 1782. 
Some ~ ear~ atternerd-, “ir WY. W. Pepys denied Laying written 
these ines; and in the yeur 1622,u Mz. copy of them was found 
amorg Dr. Burne: ‘s papers, with to many erasures, interlinea- 
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From Mr. Crisp to Miss F, Burney. 1 
Chesington, Friday, Apell 6 1788 
* * * * . 
In works of genius, fancy, imagination, ’tis not the 


tions, and changes, as to give the most direct internal evidenne 
‘that they were the doctor's own composition. 
“ADVICE TO THE HERALD. 
“ Heraxp, wherefore thus proclaim 
Nought of woman but the shame? 
Quit, oh, quit, at Jeast awhile, 
Perdita’s too luscious smile ; 
‘Wanton Worsley, stilted Daly, 
Heroines of each blackguard alley ; 
Better sare record in story 
Such as shine their sex’s glory! 
Heralil! haste, with me proclaim 
Those of literary fane. 
Hannah More's pathetic pen, 
Painting high Y impession'a scene; 
Carter’s piety and learning, 
Little Burney’s quick discerning ; 
Cow ley’s neatly-pointed wit, 
Healing those her satires hit ; 
Smiling Streatheld’s iv'ry neck, 
‘Nowe, and notions—a la Grecque? 
Let Chapone retain » place, 
And the mother of her Grace, 
Each art of conversation knowing, 
High-bred, elegant Boscawen ; 
‘Thrals, in whose expressive eyes 
Sits a soul above divguise, ‘ 
Skill'd with wit and sense ¢’ impart 
Feelings of @ generous heart. 
Lucan, Leveson, Greville, Crewe ; 
Fertile-minded 
‘Who makes exch rising art her care, 
‘ And brings her knowledge from afar!’ 






‘Bright in genius, pore in fame 
Herald, haste, and these proclaim ! 
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long, learned argumentations of critics, pro and con, 
that come with the compass and line in their hands, to 
measure Fight and wrong, that will decide; no, ‘tis 
the genuine, unbiased, uninfinenced, inward feelings 
of mankind that are the true, infallible test, ultimately, 
of sterling merit. In vain comes Voltaire, with all the 
powers of wit, satire, learning, and art, to knock down 
Shakspeare, and turn him into ridicule ; when he has | 
finished his harangus, Shakspeare stands just where he 
did —like a rock in the sea; and the universal voice of 
high and low, from their own impressions, without 
attempting to answer him in his own way, give him 
the lie, and send him about his business, 

And now, Fanny, after this severe lecturing, I shall 
give you a sweetener to make it up with you; after 
assuring you it comes from the same sincerity that 
dictated what J have said already; and | shall do it 
in the very words I made use of to Daddy Burney on 
Tuesday morning last——that I would ensure the rapid 
and universal success of this work for half-a-crown; 
that nothing like it had appeared since Fielding and 
Smollett; and that you bid fair for becoming the first 
writer of the age in compositions of this kind. 

I have nothing farther to add, but this piece of 
advice—not to let success intoxicate you, and in- 
fluence you to remit your ardour and industry to be 
perfect. There have been more instances than one, 
where writers have wrote themselves down, by sloven- 
Tiness, laziness, and presuming too much on public 
favour for what is past. 

Your loving daddy, 
8. C. 
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Miss F. Burney to Mr. Crisp, 
April G, 1782. 

Heartily do I thank you, my ever dear daddy, for 
your kind and honourable dealing with me. A lec- 
turing do you call this? Believe me, I am, as yet, so 
far from being “* intoxicated with success,” that I read 
‘it with gratitude and wonder; for I expected much 
more severity, snd when J received your letters, I was 
almost sick with painfal prognostics of your disapproba- 
tion. I shall do the utmost iu ny power to profit from 
your criticisms, but 1 can speak to no particulars till I 
come to the places themselves. 

With respect, however, to the great point of Cecilia’s 
fortune, I have much to urge in my own defence, only 
now I can spare no time, and I must frankly confess 
I shall think I have rather written a farce than & 
serious history, if the whole is to end, like the hack 
Italian operas, with a jolly chorus that makes all par- 
ties good and all parties happy! The people I have 
ever met with who have been fond of blood and family, 
have all scouted zitle when put in any competition 
with it. How then should these proud Delviles think 
& new-created peerage any equivalent for calling their 
sons’ sons, for future generatious, by the name of 
Beverley? Besides, I think the book, in its preaent 
conelngion, somewhat original, for the hero and he- 
roine are neither plunged in the depths of misery, nor 
exalted to cxiumaa happiness. Is not such a middle 
state more natural, more according to real life, and 
Jess resembling every other book of fiction? 

Besides, ny own end will be lost if I change the con- 
clusion, which was chiefly to point out the absurdity 
and short-sightedness of those name-compelling wills, 
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which make it always presamed 2 woman marries an 
inferior, since he, uot she, is to leave bis own family 
in order to be incorporated into hers. 

You find, my dear daddy, I am prepared to fight a 
good battle here; but I have thought the matter much 
over, and if 1 am made to give up this point, my whole 
plan is rendered abortive, and the last page of any 
novel in Mr. Noble’s circulating library may serve for 
the last page of mine, since a merringe, 2 reconciliation, 
and some sudden expedient for great riches, concludes 
them all alike, In every thing else you have pointed 
out I shall either wholly change, or greatly alter. And 
1 will be very diligent to improve and mend the whole. 
Pray, if any thing more occurs to you, write it, and 
believe me with the true~t gratitude and affection your 

F. B. 


es, Lirese 29 Moss Burury. 
‘Strecthom, April 24, 1782, 


I thought to have seen my sweet Fanny in London 
to-day, instead of her father here, for I was engaged 
to meet my fellow-exccutors at Robson's upon busi- 
ness; but ‘tis all put off till to-morrow, and so Mr. 
Johnson and Cratchley came home with me then. 

How does dear Cecilia do at Delvile Castle? and 
how does my poor Henrietta get letters to kiss from 
him who seems wholly engaged to her best friend and 
most dangerous rival? What becomes of Lady Io- 
noria without scanJal and flirtation? and when does 
Mr. Monckton bury peevish Lady Margaret and fill 
us with fresh confusion? 

Oh! write away, sweet Burney! I wish I could 


198 DIARY AND LETTERS (Parr fff. 


help you in the manual part. I think I could eubmit 
to be printer’s devil, to get a sight of the next volume, 
verily. 

My jest word puts me in mind of David Barelay. 
He has sent me the “ Apology for the Quakers,” end 
thinks to convert me, I believe. I have often been 
solicited to change my religion by Papists. Why do 
all the people think me foolisher than I am? 

So Sir Philip's bill® is past, and I am so glad! Why 
your father says that there would have been a rebellion 
if his bill had not past. A rebellion! and all about 
our dear innocent sweet Sir Philip; who, while his 
humanity is sach that he would scruple no fatigue to 
save the life of a lamb, would have drenched the ma- 
tion in blood without ever foreseeing, or ever repenting, 
the consequences! What a world do we live in! and 
how such things justly operate to make Johnson and 
you, and all observers of life, despise us readers of the 
Punic War, in which, perhaps, the agents we learn the 
names of in Latin, French, and English, were people 
not a whit more respectable than Sir Harbord Harbord 
and Sir Philip Jennings Clerke. 

Mise Sharp will marry the old schoolmaster too! 
Did you ever talk to Baretti, or hear him talk, of the 
Tromba Marino man, that the girl in Venice would 
absolutely marry for the comfort of combing his beard? 

Adieu, my love, I only disturb the Doctor and my 
Tit, and they plague me. 

Adieu, and love your 
H.L.T. 


+ ® Probably the bill alluded to in the remarkable conversation 
between Sir Philip Clerke and Dr. Johnson, reported at pp. 180, 1, 
vol. i. 
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Mrs. Thrale to Miss F, Burney. 
Thursday, 25, 1782. 

Upon my honour then, my dear, I have not said half 
of what my heart is fall. The Delviles, since I wrote 
Inet, efface every thing else. When I read the lady’s 
character in my own dressing-room, I catch myself 
looking at my mother’s picture every moment; yours 
is so like her in many things. Hobson and Simkins 
are Borough men, and I am confident they were both 
canvassed last year; they are not representations of 
life, they are the life itself. Even Mr. Briggs, cart- 
cato as he certainly is, won all my esteem by his scene 
with Don Puffendorff, whose misty magnitude was 
never shewn so despicably dropsical before. I was 
happy to see Briggs have the better of him, 

But poor Henrietta! some harm will come to her, [ 
see, and break my heart, for she has won it strangely ; 
her innocent love of a character superior in rank and 
fortune to herself, shews her taste and proves her 
merit; while the delicacy of her mind, the diffidence 
arising from -—— I am just ready to order the coach, 
in short, and fetch her away to Streatham, from that 
most inimitably painted mother, whom Queeny does so 
detest. Bat she has seized Lady Honoris for her far 
vourite, and her saying how Cecilia's fortune should 
patch up the old fortifications there about West Wood 
enchanted us both. 

Oh, lovely Burney! ma che talento mai! I will trast 
nyself no farther on a subject that makes me wild. 

And 60 your father don’t come today; and so I 
aust send Daniel back with your sweet manuscript in 
the morning. Very well, he shall take the greatest 
care of it. 1 had never one in my poseession that I 
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valued half so much before. Seward only have I eaid 
any thing about it to. 

Do you believe that I am steadily set to read ‘* Mar- 
montel” all over again, to see whether, in variety of 
character, comprehension of genius, and elegance of 
touch, he at ell equals this third volume of sy Bur- 
ney's? 

Here comes your father. What can make him so 
late? Adieu, ever more and more your admirer! 


Can I be more your friend? 
H.L, T. 


As. Thrale to Miss F. Burney. 
Tuedo: Nght. 

My eyes red with reading and crying, I stop every 
moment to kiss the book and to wish it was my Bur- 
ney! "Lis the sweetest buok, the most interesting, the 
most engaging. Oh' it heats every other Lovk. even 
your own other vols., for ‘* Exchna” was a hab: to it. 

Dear charming creature! do I stop every s:a pages 
to exclaim ; and my Tit is uo less delighted thee I: she 
is run out ofthe room fora moment. But young Del- 
ville is come and Queeny returned, so I leave the pen 
and seize the MSS. 

Such anovel! Indeed, 1 am seriously aud sensibly 
touched by it, and am proud of her friendship who so 
knows the human heart. May mine long bear the in- 
spection of so penetrating, so discriminating an eye! 

This letter is written by scraps and patches, but 
every scrap is admiration, and every patch thanks you 
for the pleasure I have received. 1 will nay no more ; 
I cannot say half I think with regard to praise. 

Tam sorry Pacchierotti does not come on Thursday, 
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for on Thursday se’nnight I am engaged. In your 
book his praises will be recorded, and by it they will 
be diffused. 

The Belfields are my joy, my delight. Poor Hen- 
rietta! how 1 adore her! How easily was her sweet 
heart engaged by that noble friend! But I have not 
finished my book yet; “tir late now, and I pant for 
morning. Nothing but hoarseness made me leave off 
at-all. 

“My most iugenious, my most admirable friend, adieu! 
If I had more virtue than * Cecilia,” I should half fear 
the cersures of such an insight into the deepest re- 
cesses of the mind. Sincc I have read this volume, I 
have seriously thanked Heaven that all the litter of 
mine was iu sight; none hvarded in holes, nor hastily 
stuffed into closets. You have long known the worst 
of your admiring 

HL. T. 


Miss F, Burney to Mr. Crisp. 
May, 1798, 

‘Who in the world has a daddy so kind as mine? 1 
eonnot, indeed, say half how grateful I am for your 
solicitude for me. All you sy about the annuity and 
the uoney appears to me uvanswerably right. 
* * . « * 

If I bas made a request to you for the sum total of 
my wishes upon your reading this trash, it would have 
been precisely what you have promised voluntarily at 
the end of your letter,—io let me have your real 
opinion, yet not insist, if that opinion is condemnation, 
upon my forbearing to try that of the public: which 1 
now must do, and which my former success makes we 
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hope obtainable, But though I cat now de little in 
consequence of your objections, I may in future prokt 
from remembering them. 

‘With regard to the second volume, every body his 
seemed to prefer it to the first, except Mrs. Thrale, 
‘who was so fond of the ¢on parties in the beginning, 
and of Mise Larolles, Mr. Meadows, and the Captain, 
that she lamented not having more of them. Mr. 

, too, she is so fond of, that she declares if E 
don’t provide for him, ‘* she will have him herself.” 
Mrs, Belfield, however, has quite enchanted her,—she 
kuows, she says, so many like her in the Borough. 

Etty much prefers the second volume, because there 
is 60 much more incident; Mrs. Thrale is more partial 
to character. 

My father’s present favourite is the old crazy moralist, 
Albany. He is quite delighted with him; and no one 
else has taken any notice ofhim. Next to him, he is 
fondest of Belfield. The tradesman mangué, he says, 
is new, and may be not uninstractive, and he is much 
pleased with his various struggles, and the agrémens of 
his talents, and the spirit, yet failure, of his various 


ights and experiments. 
si F. B. 


Journal Resumed. 


‘Juxz, 1782.—At length, my ever dearest Susan, my 
long-neglected journal and long-promised renewal be- 
hold at your feet—for thither shall I speed them with 
all the expedition in my power. 

So much has passed since I lost you—for I cannot 
use any other word—that I hardly know what first to 
record; but I think "tis best to begin with what is 
uppermost in my mind, Mr. Burke. 
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Among the many I have been obliged to shirk this 
year, for the sake of living almost solely with “ Cecilia,” 
none have had less patience with my retirement than 
‘Miss Palmer, who, bitterly believing 1 intended never 
to visit her again, has forborne sending me any invita- 
tions: but, about three weeks ago, my father had a 
note from Sir Joshua Reynolds, to ask him to dine at 
Richmond, and meet the Bishop of St. Asaph: and, 
therefore, to make my peace, I scribbled a note to 
Mise Palmer to this purpose,— 

“ After the many kind invitations I have been obliged 
to refuse, will you, my dear Miss Palmer, should I 
offer to accompany my father to-morrow, bid me re- 
member the old proverb,— 


* Those who will not when they may, 
‘When they will, they shall have ney 2° 
F. B.” 

This was graciously received ; and the next morning 
Sir Joshua and Miss Palmer called for my father and 
me, accompanied by Lord Corke. We had a mighty 
pleasant ride. Miss Palmer and I made up, though 
she scolded most violently about my long absence, and 
attacked me about the book without mercy. Tha 
book, in short, to my great consternation, I find is 
talked of and expected all the town over. My dear 
father himself, I do verily believe, mentions it to every 
body; he is fond of it to enthusiasm, and does not 
foresee the danger of raising such general expectation, 
which fills me with the horrors every time I am bly 
mented with the thought. 

Sir Joshua's house is delightfully situated, almost at 
the top of Richuiond Hill. We walked till near dinner 
time upon the terrace, and there met Mr. Richard 
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Burke, the brother of the orator. - Miss Palmer, stop- 
ping him, said,— . cee 

‘© Are you coming to dine with us?” 

“No,” he answered; “I shall dine at the Star od 
Garter.” 

“© How did you come—with Mrs. Burke, or alone? ‘2 

** Alone.” “ 

** What, on horseback?” 

“ Ay, sure!” cried he, laughing; “up and ride! 
Now’s the time.” 

And he made a fine flourish with his hand, and passed 
ws. He in just made under-secretary at the Treasury. 
He is a tall and handsome man, and seems to have 
tmuch dry drollery ; but we saw no more of him. 

After our return to the house, and while Sir Joshua 
and I were tite-d-téte, Lord Corke and my father 
being still walking, and Miss Palmer having, I suppose, 
some orders to give about the dinner, the “ Knight of 
Plympton” was desiring my opinion of the prospect 
from his window, and comparing it with Mr. Burke's, 
a: he told me after I had spoken it,—when the Bishop 
of 8t. Aseph and his daughter, Miss Georgiana Shipley, 
were announced. Sir Joshua, to divert himself, in 
introducing me to the bishop, said, “‘ Miss Burney, 
my lord; otherwise, ‘ Evelina.’” 

The bishop is a well-looking man, and seemed grave, 
quiet, and sensible, I lave heard much more of him; 
but nothing more appeared. Miss Georgiana, how- 
ever, waa showy enough for two. She is a very tell, and 
rather handsome girl; but the expression of her face 
is, to me, disagreeable. She has almost a constant 
smile, not of softness, nor of insipidity, but of self- 
sufficiency and internal satisfaction. She is very much 
accomplished, and her fame for painting and for 
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scholarship, I know you are well acquainted with. I 
believe her to have very good parts and much quick- 
ness; but she is so full of herself, s0 carnest to obtain 
notiee, and so happy in her confidence of deserving it, 
that I have been not leas charmed with any yousg 
Jady I have seen for many a day. 3 have met with 
her before, at Mrs. Pepys’, but never before was intre- 
duced to her. 

Miss Palmer soon joined us; and, in a short time. 
entered more company,—three gentlemen and one 
lady; but there was no more ceremony used of intro- 
ductions. The lady, I conclnded, was Mrs. Burke, 
wife of the Mr. Burke, and was not mistaken. One 
of the gentlemen I recollected to be young Burke, her 
son, whom I once met at Sir Joshua's in town, aud 
another of them I knew for Mr. Gibbon: but the third 
I had never seen before. I had been told that the 
Burke was not expected; yet I could conclude this 
gentleman to be no other; he had just the air, the 
manner, the appearance, I had prepared myself to look. 
for in him, and there was an evident, a striking 
superiority in his demeanour, his eye, his motions, that 
announced him no common man. 

I could not get at Miss Palmer to satisfy my doubte, 
and we were soon called down-stairs to dinner. Six 
Joshua and the unkrown stopped to speak with oze 
another upon the stairs; and, when they followed us, 
Sir Joshua, in taking his place at the table, asked me 
to sit next to him; 1 willingly complied. ‘‘ And then,” 
he added, ‘* Mr, Burke shall sit on the other side of 
you.” 

‘Oh, n0, indeed!” cried Miss Georgiana, who also 
had placed herself next Sir Joshua; ‘I won't com 
sent to that; Mr. Burke must sit next me; I won't 

‘VOL, IL. L 
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to part with him. Pray, come and sit down 
quiet, Mr. Burke.” 

Mr. Burke,—for him it was,—smiled and obeyed. 

«TI only meant,” said Sir Joshua, ‘to have made 
my peace with Mr. Burke, by giving him that place, 
‘because he has been scolding me for not introducing 
him to Miss Burney. However, I must do it now ;— 
Mr, Burke! — Miss Burney!” 

We both half rose, and Mr. Burke said,— 

‘+ I have been complaining to Sir Joabua that he left 
me wholly to my own sagacity; however, it did not 
here deceive me.” 

“Oh dear, then,” said Miss Georgiana, looking a 
little consternated, “‘ perhaps you won't thank me for 
calling you to this place !” 

Nothing was eaid, and so we all began dinner,— 
young Barke making himself my next neighbour. 

Captain Phillips knows Mr. Burke. Has he or has 
he not told you how delightfal a creature he is? Ifhe 
has not, pray, in my name, ebuse him without mercy ; 
if he has, pray ask if he will subscribe to my account 
of him, which herewith shall follow. 

He is tall, his figure is noble, his air commanding, 
his address graceful: his voice is clear, penetrating, 
sonorons, and powerful; his language is copious, various, 
and eloquent; bis manners are attractive, his conver- 
sation is delightful. 

‘What eaye Captain Phillips? Have I chanced to see 
him in his happiest hour? or is he all this in com- 
mon? Since we lost Garrick I have seen nobody so 
enchanting, 

I can give you, however, very little of what was said, 
for the conversation was not suivie, Mr. Burke darting 
from subject to subject with as much rapidity as enter- 
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taimment. Neither is the charm of his discourse more 
in the matter then the manner ; all, therefore, that is 
related from him loses half its effect in not being 
related by him. Such little sketches as I can recollect 
take however. 

From the window of the dining-parlour, Sir Joshua. 
directed us to look at a pretty white louse which 
belonged to Lady Di, Beanclerk. 

“I am extremely glad,” said Mr. Burke, “to see 
her at lest so well housed; poor woman! the bowl 
has long rolled in misery; I rejoice that it has now 
found its balance. I never, myself, 60 much enjoyed 
the sight of happiness in nuother, as in that woman 
when, I first saw her after the death of her husband. It 
was really enlivening to behold her placed in that 
sweet house, released from all her cares, a thousand 
pounds a-yeur at her uwn disposal, and——her husband 
was dead! Qh, it was pleasant, it was delightful to 
see her enjoyment of her situation!” 

“« But, without considering the circumstances,” said 
Mr. Gibbon, “ this may appear very strange, though, 
when they are fairly stated, it is perfectly rational and 
unavoidable.” 

“ Very trne,” said Mr. Burke, “ if the circumstances 
are not considered, Lady Di. may seem highly repre- 
hensible.” 

He then, addressing himself particularly to me, as 
the person least likely to be acquainted with the cha- 
racter of Mr, Beauclerk, drew it himself in strong and 
marked expressions, describing the misery he gave his 
wife, his singular ill-treatment of her, and the necessary 
relief the death of such 2 man must give. 

He then reminded Sir Joshua of a day in which they 
had dined at Mr. Beauclerk’s, soon after his marriage 
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with Lord Bolingbroke’s divorced wife, im company 
with Goldsmith, and told s new story of poor Gold- 
smiths eternal blundering. 


From the Right Honourabie Edmund Burke to 
Miss F. Burney. 
Madam, 

I should feel exeeedingly to blame if I could refuse 
to myself the natural satisfaction, and to you the just 
but poor return, of my best thanks for the very great 
instruction and entertainment I have received from the 
new present you have bestowed on the public. There 
are few—1 believe I may say fairly there are none at 
all—that will not find themselves better informed con- 
cerning human nature, and their stock of observation 
enriched, by reading your ‘‘ Cecilia.” They certainly 
will, let their experience in life and manners be what 
it may. The arrogance of age must submit to be taught 
‘by youth. You have crowded into a few small volumes 
an incredible varicty of characters; most of them well 
planned, well supported, and well contrasted with each 
other. Ifthere be any fault in this respect, it is one 
in which you are in no great danger of being imitated. 
Justly as your characters are drawn, perhaps they are 
too numerous. But I beg pardon; I fear it is quite 
in vain to preach economy to those who are come 
young to excessive and sudden opulence. 

I might trespass on your delicacy if J ehould fill my 
letter to you with what I fill my conversation to others. 
I ehould be troublesome to you alone if I should tell 
you all I feel and think on the natural vein of humour, 
the tender pathetic, the comprehensive and noble 
moral, and the sagacious observation, that appear quite 
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To an age distinguished by producing extraordinary 
women, I hardly dare to tell you where my opinion 
would place you amongst them. I respect your mo- 
desty, that will not endure the commendations which 
your merit forces from every body. 

1 have the honour to be, with great gratitude, respect, 
and esteem, madam, your most obedient and most 
homble servant, 

: Epx. Burxs. 

Whitehall, July 29, 1782, 

My best compliments and congratulations to Dr. 
Burney on the great honour acquired to his family. 


onrnal Resumed. 


Crxsincrox, Monpay, Atcust 12ra.—I set out 
for this ever dear place, accompanied by Edward, who 
was sent for to paint Mr. Crisp for my father. I am 
sure you will rejoice in this. 1 was a little dumpish 
in the journey, for I seemed leaving my Susan again. 
However, I read a “* Rambler” or two, and “ composed. 
the harmony of my temper,” as well as I could, for the 
sake of Edward, who was not only faultless of this, but 
who is, I almost think, faultless of all things. I have 
thought him more amiable and deserving than ever, 
since this last sojourn under the same roof with him; 
and, as it happened, I have owed to him almost all the 
comfort I have this time met with here. 

‘We came in a chaise, which was well loaded with 
canvasses, pencils, and painting materials; for Mr, 
Crisp was to be three times painted, and Mrs. Gast 
once. My sweet fathor came down Gascoign Lane to 
meet us, in very good spirit: and very good health. 
Next came dear Daddy Crisp, looking vastly well, and, 
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es usual, high in glee and kindness at the meeting. 
‘Then the affectionate Kitty, the good Mrs. Hamilton, 
the gentle Miss Young, and the enthusiastic Mrs. Gast. 

The instant dinner was over, to my utter surprise 
and consternation, I was called into the room ap- 
propriated for Edward and his pictures, and informed 
I was to sit to him for Mr. Crisp! onstrances 
‘were unavailing, aud declarations of aversion to the 
design were only ridiculed; both daddies interfered, 
and, when I ran off, brought me back between them, 
and compelled my obedience ;—and from that time to 
this, pee. has noone feword but Pine siting. 

. 

Now to the present state “ot things tnd people. 

My father is all himself—gay, facile, and sweet. 
He comes to all meals, writes without toiling, and 
Bives us more of his society than he has done many 
years. His third volume he is not tied down to pro- 
duce at any stated time, and he has most wisely re- 
solved not to make any promises to the public about 
it, nor to take in any subscriptions, but to keep free 
from all engagement. 

A serious piece of intelligence has given, does give, 
and long must give me the utmost concern and sorrow. 
My dear Mrs. Thrale, the friend, though not the most 
dear friend of my heart, is going abroad for three 
years certain, This echeme has been some time in 
8 sort of distant agitation, but it is now brought to 
® resolution. Much private business belongs to it 
relative to her detestable lawsuit; but much private 
inclination is also joined with it relative to her long 
wishing to see Italy. 1 have determined, therefore, to 
do all in my power to bear this blow steadily; and the 
remembrance how very much I suffered when euch an 
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one was formerly thought of, makes me suppress all 
my regret, aud drive the subject from my mind by 
every method in my power, that I may save myself 
from again experiencing such unavailing concern. The 
thought, indeed, that she wishes to go, would reconcile 
me to a yet longer abeence, by making me feel that my 
own sorrow is merely selfish. 

Streatham,—my other home, and the place where I 
have long thought my residence dependent only upon 
my own pleasure, and where, indeed, I have received 
such ag my father and you alone conld make greater,— 
is already let for three years to Lord Shelburne. If I 
was to begin with talking of my loss, my strangeness, 
T had almost said, for these three years, I should never 
have done, and ovly make ux» both melancholy; &0 
nothing will I say about the matter, but that you, 
tender and liberal as you are, will be almost my only 
friend who will not rejoice in this separation, as the 
most effectual means of keeping me more in London ; 
though you, my Susy, will be, perhaps, the most 
sincerely gratified by what additional time it may 
give me. 





Mr, Crisp to Miss Burney. 
My dear Faonikin, 

I deferred a return of my most sincere thanks and 
acknowledgments, both for your highly agreeable pre- 
sent and your two kind short notes, till I had twice read 
over, and thoroughly, nay, severely considered the 
first. Don't be surprised at so harsh an adverb. I 
was resolved to put myself in the place of an unin- 
finenced, yawning, fastidious reader, that takes up 4 
new book with careless indifference, expecting from 
a novel nothing more than the usual common-place 
trash they abound with. 
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im this state of mind I endeavoured at diventing 
snyself, as well es I could, of all remembrance of the 
work, and all partiality for the author. To do this 
completely was indeed impossible; but still it was 
something to be continually saying to myeelf, after I 
thad read a chapter, How will this go down? What 
will the multitude, who care not straw for author or 
bookseller, or any thing but their own immediate 
amusement, suy of it? These were my queries to 
myself. If I could have given # positive and certain 
answer to then, that answer would have determined 
the fate of the book,and the character of the author's 
abilities ; for these are the people (not a few, nay, even 
‘@ numerous partial set of friends) that ultimately can 
aad do decide. 

The tribunal of the Inquisition iteelf is not more 
inflexible than I endeavoured to be on this occasion. 
Every other mode of proceeding is ouly delusive, and 
what is called making one’s market at home. 

‘What was the result of these my meditations? To 
enter into particulars would be endless; but the sum 
total amounts to this—a full, unlimited confirmation 
of my warm approbation of the whole work together, 
and a positive declaration of the improvements it has 
received, beyond all expectation:—greatly and judi- 
sioutly compressed ; loug couversations curtailed ; se~ 
~reral incidents much better managed ; and the winding 
ap beyond all compare, more heppy, more judicious, 
‘more setisfactory. Many particulars, which I did 
wot quite relish are softened off to a degree that, 
if I do not perfectly assent to, I hardly know how 
%o condemn, particularly in the instance of Old Del- 
vile, in whom (without departing from his original 
eharacter, which would have been unpardonable) 
you have found means, fairly accounted for, to melt 
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Bown sind-ofthut senseless, obstinate, inherent pride, 
which, if-still kept up to its height, would have ren- 
desea mwerable those who ought to have been dearest 
torbim, and have established him, (which would have 
been a great impropriety) without any necessity, 
(young Delvile’s father, and the excellent Mrs. Del- 
vile’s husband) the most hateful of beings. 

These, my dear Fannikin, without the least favour 
or affection, are my sincere sentiments; and, if 1 know 
myself, would be such if I had met with the book 
without any name to it, At the same time, to evince 
my sincerity, and that you may not think I mean, 
sycophant-like, to turn about and recant, in order to 
swim with the wind and tide that brings you (as I 
hear) clouds of incense from every quarter—to avoid 
this scandalous imputation, I do declare that [ must 
adhere to my former sentiments on some parts of the 
work, particularly the loss of Cecilia's estate. 

But don’t think I pretend to set up against the public 
voice my trumpery objection, which, even if well 
founded, would be @ mere dust in the balance. So 
much at present for ‘“ Cecilia.” 

Now, Fannikin, I must remind you of your promise, 
which was to come to your loving daddy when you 
could get loose. Look ye, Fanny, I don’t mean to 
cajole you hither with the expectation of amusement or 
entertainment. You and I know better than to ham 
or be bummed in that manner. If you come here, 
come to work,—work hard—stick to it, This is the 
harvest-time of your life; your sun shines hot; lose 
not a moment, then, but make your hey directly. 
“ouch the yellow boys,” as Briggs says,—‘* grow 
warm ;” make the booksellers come down handsomely 
count the ready—the chink. Do bet secure this 
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one point while it is in your power, and alt things elee 
shall be added unto thee. 

I talked to your doctor daddy on the subject of dis- 
posing of your money; and we both agreed in the 
project of a well-seenred annuity; and in the mean- 
time, till that could be procured, that the ready should 
be vested in the three per cent annuities, that it might 
produce something; and he promised to advance, to 
make even money. 

- ” « * . 


8.C, 


Miss Burney to Mrs. Thrale. 
August 1782, 


T have been kept in hot water, in defiance of snow, 
till I heard from iny dearest Tyo; and if you do like 
the book, I am’gratified to my heart’s content; and if 
you ouly say you do, to have it so said is very delight- 
fal, for your wish to give me pleasure would give it, if 
you hated all I ever wrote. 

So you are all for the heroine and Miss Larolles? 
Mr. Crisp was for the heroine and Mrs. Delvile. My 
father likes the imperious old gentleman; my mother 
is all for the Harrels. Susan and Charlotte have not 
seen a word. If it does but attract, as dear Dr. J. 
ssys, I am happy, be it which way it will. Why do 
you lament Gosport? he is clever, but an elderly man 
from the first, and no rival. 

Adieu, my sweetest of friends. To-morrow I spend 
with Mrs. Ord. Friday, if there comes a dry frost, to 
you will run your own ip 
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Miss Burney to Mr. Crisp. 
Oct. 15, 1782. 
+ * * * . 

I am very sorry you could uot come tu Streatham 
at the time Mrs. Thrale hoped to see you, for when 
ehall we be likely to meet there again? You would 
have been much pleased, I am sure, by meeting with 
General Paoli, who spent the day there, and was ex- 
tremely communicative and agreeable. I had seen 
him in large companies, but way never made known to 
him before; neverthcleas, he conversed with me as if 
well acquainted not only with myself, but my con- 
nexious,— inquiring of me when I had last seen Mrs. 
Montagu? and calling Sir Joshua Reynolds, when he 
spoke of him, my friend. He is a very pleasing man, 
tall and genteel in his person, remarkably well bred, 
and very mild and soft in his manners. 

I will try to give you a little specimen of his con- 
versation, because I know you love to hear particulars 
of all out-of-the-way persons. His English is blunder- 
ing, but not uupretty. Speaking of his first acquaint- 
ance with Mr. Boswell,— 

“‘He came,” he said, “to my country, and he 
fetched me some letter of recommending him; but I 
was of the belief he might be an impostor, and 1 sup- 
posed, in my minte, he was au espy; for I look away 
from him, and in a moment I look to him again, and I 
behold his tablets. Oh! he wa» to the work of writing 
down all I say! Indeed Iwas angry. But soon I dis- 
cover he was uo impostor and no espy; and I only 
find I was myself the monster he had come to discern. 
Ob,—is a very good man; I love him indeed; so 
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cheerful! so gay! so pleasant! but at the first, oh! I 
was indeed angry.” 

‘After this he told us a story ofan expectation he had 
had of being robbed, and of the protection he found 
from a very large dog that he is very fond of. 

*« T walk out,” he said, “in the night ; I go towards 
the field; I behold 2 uan—oh, ugly one! I proceed— 
he follow; I go on—he address me, ‘ You have one 
dog,’ he says. ‘Yes,’ say I to him. ‘Is a fierce dog?” 
he saya; ‘is he fiery? ‘ Yes,’ reply I, ‘he can bite.’ 
*I would not attack in the night,’ says he, ‘ a honse to 
have such dog in it.’ Then I conclude he was « 
breaker; so I turn to him—oh, very rough! not gentle 
—and I say, very fierce, ‘ He shall destroy you, if you 
‘are ten!’” 

Afterwards, speaking of the Irish giant, who is now 
shewn in town, he said,— 

“ He is eo large Iam es a baby! I look at hin— 
oh! I find myself so little as a child! Indeed, my 
‘indignation it rises when I see him hold up his hand so 
high. I am aos nothing; and I find myself in the 
power of a man who fetches from me half a crown.” 

This language, which is all spoke very pompously by 
him, sounds comical from himself, though 1 know not 
how it may read. 

Adieu, my dear and kiud daddy, and believe me 
your ever obliged and ever affectionate 
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PART IV. 
1782. 


Journal Resumed. 


BricutTgEtustoxE, Ocr. 26Ts.—My journey was 
incidentless; but the moment I came into Brighthelm- 
stone I was met by Mrs, Thrale, who had most eagerly 
been waiting for me a long while, and therefore I 
dismounted, and walked home with her. It would 
be very superfluous to tell you how she received me, 
for yoa cannot but know, from her impatient letters, 
what I had reason to eapect of kindness and welcome. 

I was too much tired to choose appearing at dinner, 
and therefore eat my eat up stairs, and was then deco- 
rated a little, and came forth to ter. 

Mr. Harry Cotton and Mr. Swinerton were both 
here. Mrs. Thrale said they almost lived with her, 
and therefore were not to be avoided, but declared she 
had refused a flaming party of blues, for fear I should 
think, if I met them just after my journey, she was 
playing Mrs. Harrel. 

Dr. Johnson received me too with his usual good- 
ness, and with a salute so lond, that the two young 
beaus, Cotton and Swinerton, have never done laugh- 
ing about it. 

Mrs. Thrale spent two or three hours in my room, 
talking over all her affairs, and then we wished each 
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other bon repos, and—retired. Grandissima con- 
clusion ! 

Oh, but let me not forget that a fine note came from 
Mr. Pepys, who is here with his family, saying he was 
pressé de vivre, and intreating to see Mrs, and Miss T., 
Dr. Johnson, and Cecilia, at his house the next day. 
I hate mightily this method of nauning me from my 
heroines, of whose honour I think Iam more jealous 
than of my own. 

Ocr, 27rm.—The Pepys came to visit me in form, 
but I was dressing; in the evening, however, Mrs. 
and Miss T. took me to them. Dr. Johnson would 
not go; he told me it was my day, end I should be 
crowned, for Mr. Pepys was wild about “ Cecili 

*« However,” he added, ‘‘ do not hear too much of it; 
but when he has talked about it for an hour or so, tell 
him to have done. There is no other way.” 

A mighty easy way, this! however, ‘tis what he 
literally practises for himself. 

We found at Mr. Pepys’ nobody but his wife, bis 
brother, Dr, Pepys, and Dr. Pepys’ lady, Countess of 
Rothes. Mr. Pepys received me with such distinction, 
that it was very evident low much the book, with the 
most flattering opinion of it, was in his head; how- 
ever, he behaved very prettily, aud only mentioued it 
by allusions; most particularly upon the character of 
Meadows, which he took various opportunities of pro- 
nouncing to be the “best hit possible” upon the 
present race of fine gentlemen. He asked me whether 
I had met with Mrs. Chapone lately; and when I said 
no, told me he had two leiters from her, all about me, 
which he must communicate to me. 

We did not stay with them long, but called upon 
Miss Benson, and proceeded to the Rooms. Mr. Pepys 
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‘was very unwilling to part with us, and wanted to 
frighten me from going, by saying,— 

“ And has Miss Burney courage to venture to the 
Rooms? 1 wonder she dares!" 

I did not seem to understand him, though to mistake 
him wes impossible. However, I thought of him again 
when I was at the rooms, for most violent was the 
staring and whispering as I passed and repassed ; inso- 
much thet J shall by no means be in any haste to go 
again to them. Susan and Sophy Thrale, who were 
with their aunt, Mrs. Scot, told Queeny, upon our re~ 
turn, that they heard nothing said, whichever way 
they turned, but “That’s she!” “That's the famous 
Miss Burney!” I shall certainly escape going any 
more, if it is in my power. 

Lady Shelley and Lady Poole were there, and were 
very civil, and looked very pretty. There was also a 
Mr. Coxe, brother to the writer, a very cultivated man, 
8 great scholar, a poet, a critic, and very soft-mannered 
and obliging. He is, however, somewhat stiff and 
affected, and rather too plaintive in his voice. 

Moxpay, Ocr. 28rn.— Mr. Pepys had but just left 
me, when Mrs. Thrale sent Susan with a particular 
request to see me iu her dressing-room, where I found 
her with @ milliner. 

Oh, Miss Burney,” she cried, “I could not halp 
promising Mrs. Cockran that she should have a sight 
of you—she has begged it so herd.” 

You may believe 1 stared; aud the woman, whose 
eyes almost looked ready to eat me, eagerly came up 
to me, exclaiming,— 

“Oh, ma’am, you don’t know what a favour this ia, 
to ave you! I have longed for it so long! It is quite 
a comfort to me, indeed. Oh, ma'am, how clever you 
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ust be! All the ladies I deal with are quite dis- 
tracted about ‘Cecilia,’—and I got it myself. Oh, 
tw’am, how sensible you must be! It does my heart 
good to see you.” 

+ +Did you ever hear the like? "Twas impossible not 
to laugh, and Mrs. Thrale has done nothing elsa ever 
‘since. 

At dinner, we had Dr. Delap and Mr. Selwyn, who 
accompanied us in the evening to a bail; as did also 
Dr. Johnson, to the universal amazement of all who 
saw him there ;—but he said he had found it so dul? 
being quite alone the preceding evening, that he deter- 
mined upon going with us; “for,” he said, “it cannot 
‘be worse than being alone.” 

Strange that he should think so! I am sure I am 
not of his mind. 

Mr. H. Cotton aud Mr. Swinerton of course joined 
us immediately. We had hardly been seated five mi- 
nutes before Mr. Selwyn came to me, from some other 
company he had joined, and said,— 

«J think you don’t choose dancing, ma'am?” 

“t No,” I answered. 

«There is a gentleman,” he added, “who is very 
ambitious of the honour of dancing with you; but 
I told him I believed you would not dance.” 

I assured him he was right. 

There was, indeed, no need of my dancing by way of 
attraction, as I saw, again, so much staring, I searce 
knew which way to look ; and every glance ¥ met was 
followed by « whisper from the glancer to his or 
her party. It was not, indeed, quite so bad as on 
Sunday, as the dancers were something to look at 
Desidea me; but I was so very much watched, end 
almost pointed at, that I bave resolved to go nv 
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more, neither to-balls nor Rooms, if I can possibly 
avoid it, 

Lady Shelley, who spied us out, sent us an invitation 
to her party, and we all paraded to the top of the 
room, which in these places is the post of honour. 
There we found aleo Mrs. Hatsel, Mrs. Dickens, and 
Miss Benson, ond we all drank tea together. Dr. 
Johngon was joined by a friend of his own, Mr. Met- , 
calf, and did tolerably well. 

Ocr. 2078. We had a large party at home in 
the evening, consisting of Lady Shelley, Mr. and 
Mrs. Hatsel, Mrs. and Miss Dickens, Miss Benson. 
H. Cotton, Mr. Swinerton, Mr. Pepys, and Mr. Coxe. 
Mr. Selwyn is gonc away to town upon business, I 
was presently engaged by Mr. Pepys, and he was 
joined by Mr. Coxe, and he by Miss Benson. Poor 
Mies Dickens was also in our circle; but if I had not 
made her some sport by occasional ridiculous whis- 
pers, she would certainly lave gone to sleep, as no one 
elze noticed her, and ag not @ word was said in which 
she had any chance of taking any interest. Mr. Pepys 
led the conversation, and it was all upon criticism 
and poetry, and such subjects as she had no chance 
to care for. But I kept her awake by applying to her 
from time to time, to give us an epigram of Martial, 
® quotation from Ovid, « few lines of Homer, and such 
sort of impracticable requests, which served to divert 
her lassitnde and ennzi of all else that was said. The 
conversation, however, grew so very bookish, I was 
ashamed of being one in it, and not without reason, as 
every body, out of that party, told me afterwards, 
“they had been afraid of approaching me, I was so 
well engaged ;” and the odd Dr. Delap told me the 
next morning, that Ledy Shelley hed complained she « 
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could not venture to speak with me, I was “ sur- 
rounded by so many, and all prostrate!” 

‘This is just the »ort of stuff 1 wish to avoid, and, as 
far es I can, I do avoid ; but wholly ft is not possible. 

Mr. Coxe repeated several of his own compositions 
in vere, and in such melting strains, I thought he 
would have wept over them! When I got from that 
set, Mr. Hatsel said to me,— 

“ Pray, Misa Burney, what wa» all that poetry 
you have been repeating? I was quite giieved to be 
out of the way of heating it.” 

« Not me, sir, it was Mr. Coxe.” 

«* And what was the poem?” 

“ Something of his own, sir 

Ob, how he stared and looked! I saw he longed 
to say wicked things, but I would not encourage 
lum, for the poems were pretty, though the man was 
conceited, 

Poor Mr. Pepys had, however, 1cal cause to bemoan 
my escape; for the little set was biohen up by my 
retreat, and he joined Dr. Johnson, with whom le 
entered into an argument upon some lines of Gray, 
and upon Pope's definition of wit, in which he was so 
roughly confated, and so severely zidiculed, that he 
was hurt and piqued beyond all power of disguise, 
and, in the midst of the divcourse, enddenly turned 
from him, and, wishing Mrs. Thrale good night, very 
abruptly withdrew. 

Dr. Johnson was certainly right with 1espect to the 
argument and to reason; but his opposition was «o 
‘warm, and his wit so satirical and exulting, that 1 
was really quite grieved to see how unamiable he 
appeared, and how greatly he made himself dreaded 
by all, and by many abborred. What pity that Ie 
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will not curb the vehemenee of his love of victory and. 
superiority! 

The sum of the dispute was this. Wit being talked 
of, Mr. Pepys repeated,— 


“True wit ia Nature to advantage drew’d, 
‘What oft was thought, but ne'er «0 well eaprest'd.” 


«¢ That, sir,” cried Dr. Johnson, “is a definition 
‘both false and foolish. Let wit be dressed how it will, 
it will equally be wit, and neither the more nor the 
less for any advantage dress can give it.” 

Mr. P. But, sir, may not wit be so ill expressed, 
and so obscure, by a bad speaker, as to be lost? 

Dr. J. The fault, then, sir, must be with the 
hearer. Ifa man cannot distinguish wit from words, 
he little deserves to hear it. 

Mr. P. Bat, sir, what Pope means— 

Dr. J. Sir, what Pope means, if he means what 
he eays, is both false and foolish. In the first place, 
«what oft waa thought,’ is all the worse for being often 
thought, because to be wit, it ought to be newly 
thought. 

Mr. P. But, sir, tis the expression makes it 
new. 

Dr. J. How can the expression make it new? It 
may make it clear, or may make it elegant; but how 
new? You are confounding words with things. 

Mr, P, Bat, sir, ifone man says a thing very ill, 
may not another man say it so much better that: 

Dr. J. That other man, sir, deserves but small 
praise for the amendment; he is but the tailor to the 
first man’s thoaghts. 

Mr. P. True, sir, he may be but the tailor; but 
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then the difference is as great as between & man ina 
gold lace suit and a man in a blanket. 

Dr. J. Just so, sir, I thank you for that: the differ- 
ence is precisely such, since it consists neither in the 
gold lace suit nor the blanket, but in the man by whom. 
they are worn. 

This was the summary; the verions contemptuous 
sarcasms intermixed would fill, and very unpleasantly, 
a quire. 

‘Wepyespay, Oct. 30rx.—In the evening we all went 
to Mrs, Hatscl’s, where there was a large party: the 
Countess Rothes, Lady Shelley, Lady Warren, formerly 
‘Miss Clavering, Miss Benson, Mrs. and Miss Dickens, 
H. Cotton, Mr. Swinerton, two Bartons, the Fatsels, 
and Mrs. and Miss Thrale. Dr. Johnson was not in- 
vited. We had a very good evening; but that I hed a 
vile cold, and could not quit the fire a moment. 

Lady Warren is immenocly tall, and extremely beau- 
tiful: she is now but just nineteen, though she has been 
mnarried two or three years. ‘he is giddy, gay, chatty, 
good-humoured, and a little affected; she hazards all 
that occurs to her, seems to think the world at her 
feet, and is so young, and gay, and handsome, that 
she is not much mistaken. She is, in short, an inferior 
Lady Honoria Pemberton: somewhat }eneath her in 
parts and understanding, but strongly in that claes of 
character. I had no conversation with her myself; 
‘but her voice is loud and deep, and all she said was for 
the whole room. 

Take a trait or two, which [ think will divert my 
daddy Crisp. Marriages being talked of, 

*¢ I'll tell you,” cried she, “a story; that is, it sha'n't 
be a story, but a fact. A isdy of my acquaintance, 
who had 50,000/. fortune, ran away to Scotland with a 
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gentleman she liked vastly ; so she was a little doubt- 
fu) of him, and had a mind to try him: so when they 
stopped to dine, and change horses, and all thet, she 
ssid, ‘Now, as I have a great regard for you, I dare 
gay you have for me; so I will tell you a secret: I 
have got no fortune at all, in reality, but only 50007. ; 
for all the rest is a mere pretence: but if you like me 
for myself, and not for my fortune, you won't mind 
that.’ So the gentleman said, ‘Oh, I don’t regard it at 
all, and you are the same charming angel that ever you 
was,’ and all those sort of things thet people say to 
one, aud then went out to eee about the chaise. So he 
did not come back; but when dinner was ready, the 
lady said, ‘ Pray, where is het’ ‘Lor, ma’am,’ said 
they, ‘why, that gentleman has been gone ever so 
long!" So she came back by herself; and now she’s 
married to somebody else, and has her 50,000/, fortune 
all eafe.” 

Lady Warren was extremely sinitten with Mrs. 
‘Threle, and talked to her almost incessantly, though 
they had never before met; but in the end of the even- 
ing, when Mrs, T. mentioned that she was going the 
next morning to make a visit at Lewes: 

“ Oh,” cried her ladyship, ‘‘ I have a great mind to 
beg & favour of you then.” 

“Pray do, ma'am,” said Mrs. Thrale, “I shall 
think it an honour to graut it.” 

“Ob, but it’s such au odd thing—its quite an odd 
request ; but it 1s for w place in your coach.” 

«* My coach shall be very much at your ladyship’s 
service; I beg you will make what use of it you 
please.” 

“ Why, you must know it is to carry a little dog for 
me to Lewes. It belongs to Dr. Poole, and he'll quite 
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break iets heart if I don’t send it him; so I'll part with 
it at onte before E grow too fond of it.” 

This was, indeed, en odd request to a new aequaint- 
ance, and to a Welsh woman, as Mrs. Thrale said 
afterwards. The look of her eye the moment she heard 
it made Lady Warren colour violently; bat she an- 
ewered with great good humour,— 

“* Suppose your ladyship was to do me the honour 
to go too, and so carry your little dog yourself?” 

Lady Warren evidently understood her, and began 
asany apologies; but said ehe was engaged herself to 
spend the morning at Lady Dashwood’s.” 

Thad hoped,” said Mrs, Thrale, ‘* your ladyship 
had meaut your little hoy; for I should have been 
very proud to have been trusted with him; but I 
suppose you could not spare him so long.” 

She has one child, of ten weeke old, of which she is 
doatingly fond. 

«Oh, no,” ehe answered eagerly, ‘‘ not for half an 
hour. I shell never trust him away from me till he is 
eight years old, and then I shail end him to sea. He 
shall be true blue. {bring him up very stout. He 
savked a hare bone for dinner to-day.” 

“ 4 hare hone for a child of ten weeks old!” 

“Oh, he liked it vastly. He laughed and crowed 
the whole time. [ often have veal stewed into good 
strong broth for him.” 

Vier husband, Sir John Borlace Warren, is in the 
navy. Mre, Thrale «oon saw that though she was 
careless and unthinking, she did not mean to be in- 
solent, co that she afterwards sery gracefully offered to 
carry the dog, and assured her nobody would more 
carefully perform her commission. She thought, 
however, better of the matter than to send him, 
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and she told Mrs. Hatsel she found she was “in a 
wcrape.” 

My own chat was ali with Mrs. Hatsel or Lady 
Rothes, with whom I never spoke before, though I 
have often seen her. The talk was by no means 
writable ; buat very pleasant. Lady Rothes is sociable, 
lively, sensible, gentle, and amiable. She, Lady 
Shelley, and Mrs. Hateel, are ali of the same cast; but 
Lady Rothes in understanding seems to have the ad- 
vantage. In manners it would be hard to say which 
excelled. , 

Trourspar, Ocr. 3ist.—A note came this morning 
to invite us all, except Dr. Johnson, to Lady Rothes's. 
Dr. Johnaon has tortured poor Mr. Pepys so much 
that I fancy her Iadyship omitted him in compliment 
to her brother-in-law. She mentions me in the civilest 
terms; and, as I like her much, I will hide my blushes 
and recollect them. 

“* May I flatter myself thet Miss Barney will do me 
the favour to accompany you? I shall be much obliged 
and particularly happy to cultivate so charming an 
soquaintance.” 

There’s a Countess for you! Does not she deserve 
being anv Earl? for such in fact she is, being Countess 
in her own right, and giving her own name to her 
children, who, though sons and daughters of Mr. 
Evelyn and Dr. Pepys,-—for she bas been twice 
tuarried,—ure called, the eldest Lord Lesley, and the 
rest the Honourable Mr. Lesleys, and Lady Harriet and 
Lady Mary. 

At noon, Mr. Pepys called and found only ine, and 
fate with me till dressing-time. He brought me a 
book I was very glad to see. He has collected into one 
volume all the political works of Mr. Burke, and has 
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marked in the margin all the passages that will be 
entertaining or instructive to non-politicians. They 
ere indeed charming, eloquent, spirited, rational, yet 
sentimental. He told me he bad two long letters from 
Mrs, Chapone to shew me, all about me and mine, but 
he had them not in his pocket. 

At Lady Rothes’s we met only her doctor, and Mr. 
and Mrs, Pepys. The talk was all literary, but not 
pedantic; and the evening was very agreeable. 

Faray, Nov. lst.—We spent at home with only 
our two young beaus, I was quite glad of not going 
out; for, though the places have done very well, and 
been very lively when we have assembled at them, 1 
have been heartily tired of such perpetaal preparation, 
dressing, and \ isiting. 

Sarveapsy, Nov. 2p.—We went tu Lady Shelley's. 
Dr. Johnson, again, excepted in the invitation. He is 
almost constantly omitted, cither from too much respect 
or too much fear. I am sorry for it, as he hates being 
alone, and as, though he scolds the others, he is well 
enough satisfied himself; and, having given vent to all 
‘his own occasional anger or ill-humour, he is ready to 
begin again, and is never aware that those who have 
so been ‘* downed” by him, never can much covet 80 
triumphunt a visitor. In contests of wit, the victor is 
as ill off in future consequences as the vanquished ip 
present ridicule. 

Monpay, Noy. 4ru.—-Thiv was a grand end busy 
day. Mr. Swinerton has been some time arranging a 
meeting for ali our house, with Lady De Ferrars, whom 
you may remember as Charlotte Elierker, and ler lord 
and sisters: and this morning it took place, by mutual 
appointment, at his lodgings, where we met to break- 
fast. Dr. Johnson, who already knew Lord De Ferrare, 
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and Mrs. and Miss Threle, and myself, arrived first; 
‘and then came the Lord and Lady, and Miss Ellerker 
and her youngest sister, Harriet, Lord De Ferrars is 
very ugly, but extremely well-bred, gentle, unassum- 
ing, sensible, and pleasing. His lady is much im- 
proved since we knew her in former days, and seems 
good-humoured, lively, and rather agreeable. Miss 
Ellerker is nothing altered. 

I happened to be standing by Dr. Johnsou when all 
the ladies came in ; but, as I dread him before strangers, 
from the staring attention he attracts both for himeelf 
and all with whom he talks, I endeavoured to change 
my ground. However, he kept prating a sort of comical 
nonsense that detained me some minutes whether I 
would or not; but when we were all taking places at 
the breakfast table I made another effort to escape. It 
proved vain; he drew his chair next to mine, and went 
rattling on in 2 humourous sort of comparison he was 
drawing of himself to me,—not one word of which 
could I enjoy, or can I remember, from the hurry T 
was in to get out of his way. In short, I felt so 
awkward from being thus marked out, thet I was 
reduced to whisper a request to Mr. Swinerton to put 
a chair between us, for which I presently made a 
space: for I have often known him stop all conver- 
sation with mc, whew he has ceased to have ine for his 
next neighbour. Mr. Swinerton, who is an extremely 
good-natured young man, and so intimate here that I 
make uo scruple with him, instantly complied, and 
placed himself between us. 

But no sooner was this done, than Dr. Johnson, half 
seriously, and very loudly, took him to task. 

“ How now, sir! what do you mean by this? Would 
you separate me from Mise Burney ?” 
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Mr. Swinerton,w little startled, began some apologies, 
and Mrs. Thrale winked at him to give up the place; 
but he was willing to oblige me, though he grew 
more and more frightened every minute, and coloured 
violently as the Doctor continued his remonstrance, 
which he did with rather unmerciful raillery, upon his 
taking advantage of being in his own house to thus 
supplant him, and crow; but when he had borne it for 
about ten minutes, his face became so hot with the fear 
of hearing something worse, that he ran from the field, 
and took a chair between Lady De Ferrars and Mrs. 
Thrale. 

I think [ shall take warning by this fuilure, to trast 
only to my own expedients for avoiding his public 
notice in future. However it stopped here; for Lord 
De Ferrars cawe in, and took the disputed place with- 
out knowing of the contest, and all was quiet. 

All that passed afterwarde was too general and too 
common to be recollected. 

I walked out afterwards, up Newmarket Hill, with 
Mrs. Thrale and Mr. Swinerton. This young man. is 
very sweet tempered, and good, and soft-hearted; but 
alas! he is also soft-headed. 

We wet, upon the Newmarket Hill, a large troop of 
horse and a pack of hounds returning from bunting. 
Among the gentlemen one stopped Mr. Swinerton, who, 
we were told, is the object here at this time,—Mr. 
Kaye of the dragoons,—a baronet’s sou, and a very 
tall, handsome, and agreeable-looking young man; 
and, as the folks say, it is he for whom all the belles 
here are sighing. I was glad to see he seemed quite 
free from the nonchalante impertinence of the times. 

At dinner we had Mr. Swinerton and Mr, Selwyn, 
who is just returned. 
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Mise Thrale, who had met with Miss Benson, brought 
me a long message from her, that I had used her very 
ill, and would make her no reparation; for she had 
been readiug my book till she was eo blind with crying, 
she had disfigured herself in such a manner she could 
not dress, and must give up going to the ball in the 
evening, though it was the last; and though she had 
not yet near come to the end, she was so knocked up 
with blubbering, she must give up every engagement 
in order to go on with it, being quite unfit for any 
thingyelse ; but she desired Miss Thrale to tell me she 
thought it very unwarrantable in me to put her nerves 
in such a state! 

“ Ay,” cried Dr. Johnson, “some people want to 
make out some credit to me from the little rogue'’s 
book. Iwas told by a gentleman this morning, that 
it was a very fine book, if it was all her own. ‘It is 
all her own,’ said J, ‘ for me, I am pure, for I never 
saw one word of it before it was printed.” 

This gentleman I have good reason to believe is 
‘Mr. Metcalf. Capt. Phillips I dare say remembers that 
he supped with us at Sir Joshua Reynolds the evening 
that James came from Portsmouth. He is much with 
Dr. Johnson, but seems to have taken an unaccountable 
dislike to Mrs. Thrale, to whom he never speaks. I 
have seen him but once or twice myself; and as he is 
dry, and I am shy, very little has passed between us. 

‘When all our company was gone, late as it was, it 
was settled we should go to the bail, the last for the 
season being this night. My own objections about 
going not being strong enough to combat the ado my 
mentioning them’ would have occasioned, I joined in 
the party without demur. We all went bot Dr. 
Johnson. 


1782} OF THE AUTIIOR OF EVELINA. 173 


‘The ball was half over, and all the company seated. 
to tea. Mr, Wade* came to receive us all, as usual, 
and we hed a table procured for us, and went to tes 
ourtelves, for something todo. When this repast was 
over, the company returned to their recreation. The 
voor was very thin, and almost half the ladies danced 
with oue another, though there were men enough pre- 
sent, I believe, had they chosen such exertion; but the 
‘Meadowses at balls are in crowds. Some of the ladies 
were in riding habits, and they made admirable men, 
‘Tis tonnish to be so much undressed at the last ball. 

None of our usual friends, the Shelleys, Hatsels, 
Dickens, or Pepys, were here, and we, therefore, made 
no party; but Mrs. Thrale and I stood at the top of 
the room to look on the daucing, and as we were thus 
disengaged, she was seized with a violent desire to 
take one among them, and { felt myself an equal in- 
clination. She proposed, as so many women danced 
together, that we two should, and nothing should I 
have liked so well; but I begged her to give up the 
scheme, as that would have occasioned more fuss and 
observation than our dancing with all the men that 
ever were born. 

While we were debating this matter, a gentleman 
suddenly said to me,—“‘ Did you walk far this morn- 
ing, Miss Burney?” And, looking at him, I saw Mr. 
Metealf, whose graciousness rather surprised me, for 
he only made to Mrs. Thrale a cold and distant bow, 
and it seems he declares, aloud and around, his aver- 
sion to literary ledies. That he can endure, and even 
seek me, is, | presame, only from the general perverse- 
ness of mankind, because he sees I have always turned 


+ The master of the ceremonicx, 
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from him ; not, however, from disliking him, for he is _ 
a shrewd, sensible, keen, and very clever man; bat 
merely from e dryness on his own side that has ex- 
cited retaliation. 

** Yes,” I answered, “ we walked a good way.” 

“ Dr, Johnson,” said he, “told me in the morning 
you were no walker; but I informed him then I had 
had the pleasure of seeing you upon the Newmarket 
Hill.” 

“*Oh, he does not know,” cried I, ‘‘ whether Iam & 
walker or not—he does not see me walk, because he 
never walks himself.” 

“He has asked me,” said he, ‘to go with him to 
Chichester, to see the cathedral, and I told him I would 
certainly go ifhe pleased; bat why, I cannot imagine, 
for how shall a blind mau see a cathedral?” 

“T believe,” qnoth I, «* his blindness is as much the 
effect of absence as of infirmity, for he sees wonderfully 
at times.” 

“Why, he has assured me he cannot see the colour 
of any man’s eyes, and does not know what eyes any 
of his acquaintance have.” 

“¢T am sure, however,” cried I, “‘he can see the 
colour of a lady's top-knot, for he very often finds fault 
with it.” 

«Is that possible?” 

“Yes, indeed; and I was much astonished at it at 
first when I knew him, for I had concluded that the 
‘utmost of his sight would only reach to tell him whether 
he saw @ cep or a wig.” 

Here he was called on by some gentleman, but 
presently came to me again. 

“ Misa Burney,” he id, «shall you dance?” 

*« No, sir, not to-night.” 
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“ A gentlemen,” he added, “has desired me to speak 
to you for him.” 

Now, Susanna, for the grand moment!—the height 
—the zenith of my glory in the zon meridian! I again 
said I did not mean to dance, end to silence all objec- 
tion, he expressively said,— 

“Tis Captain Kaye who sends me.” 

Is not this magnificent? Pray congratulate me! 

I was really very much surprised, but repeated my 
refusal, with all customary civilities to soften it. He 
was leaving me with this answer, when this most flashy 
young officer, choosing to trust his cause to himself, 
came forward, and desired to be introduced to me. 
Mr. Metcalf performed that ceremony, and he then, 
with as much respect and deference as if soliciting a 
countess, said, — 

« May I flatter myself you will do me the honour of 
dancing with me?” 

I thanked him, and said the same thing over again. 
He looked much disappointed, and very unwilling to 
give up his plan. 

“If you have not,” he said, ‘any particular dislike 
to dancing, it will be doing, not only me, but the 
whole room muck honour, if you will make one in a 
set.” 

** You do me much honour, sir,” 1 answered, * but I 
aust beg you to excuse me,” 

[hope not,” cried he; ** I hope out of charity you 
will dance, a8 it is the last bell, and the company is s0 
thin.” 

“Oh, it will do very well without me; Mr. Wade 
himeelf says he dies to-night a very reapectable death ?” 

“< And will you not have the goodness to help it on a 
little in ita last stage ?” 
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‘*No,” said I, laughing ; ‘‘ why should we wish if to 
be kept lingering?” 

«+ Lingering!” repeated he, looking round at the dan- 
cers; “no, surely it is not quite so desperate; and if 
you will but join in, you will give it new existence.” 

I was a little thrown off my guard at this unexpected 
earnestness, so different to the ton of the day, and I 
begen hardly to know what to answer, my real objec- 
tion being such as I could by no means publish, though 
his urgency and his politeness joined would have made 
me give up any other. 

‘* This is a very quiet dance,” he continued ; ‘‘ there 
is nothing fatiguing in it.” 

** You are very good,” said I, “but I cannot really 
dance to-night.” 

I was sorry to seem so obstinate, but he was just 
the man to make every body inquire whom he danced 
with; and any one who wished for general attention 
could do no better than to be his partner. 

The ever-mischievous Mrs. Thrale, calling to Mr. 
Selwyn, who stood by us, said,— 

*< Why, here’s a man in love !—quite, downright in 
Jove with Miss Burney, if ever I saw one!” 

‘© He ia quite mortified, at least,” he answered; ‘¥ 
never saw a man look more mortified.” 

* Well, he did not deserve it,” said she; “‘ he knew 
how to beg, and he ought not to have been so served.” 

I begged her to be silent, for Mr. Metcalf returned 
to me, 

“Were you too much tired,” he said, ‘‘ with your 
walk this morning, to try at a dance?” 

I excused myself as well as I could, and we presently 
went into the card-room to vary the scene. When 
we returned to the ball-room I was very glad to see 
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my new captain had just taken out Lady Anne Lindsay, 
who is here with Lady Margaret Fordyce, and who 
dances remarkably Weil, and was every way 2 more 
suitable partner for him. He was to leave the town, 
with his regiment, the neat day. 

Turspax.— Mrs. Thrale took me out to walk with 
her. We met Lady De Ferrars and Miss Ellerker in 
our ramble, and the very moment the hall was men- 
tioned, this dear and queer creature called out, — 

“« Ay, there was a sad ado, ladics dancing with ladies, 
and all sorts of odd things; and that haudsome and fine 
Mr, Kaye broke his heart almost to dance with Miss 
Burney ; but she refused him, and so, in deapair, he 
took out Lady Anne Lindsay.” 

Weprespax.—Dr, Delap called to-day and brought 
a play with him for Mrs. Thrale and me to read, and 
he has niost vehemently and repeatedly begged me to 
write 8 critique upon it. I will not, however, under- 
take any such thing, which 1 not only do not hold 
myself equal to, but which would be a most disagreeable 
and thanbless tash. I shall, neverthele~s, mark such 
places and passages as I think would be obviously 
mended by some change, for he is so very earnest, it 
would be either il] uature or tieachery to refuse him. 

At night we had Dr. Pepys and Lady Rothes, and 
were very sociable aud pleasant. 

Teurspay.— Mr. Metcalf called upon Dr. Johnson, 
and took him out an airing. Mr. Hauilton is gone, 
and Mr. Metcalf is now the only person out of-thig 
house thet voluntarily communicates with the Doctor, 
He has Leen in a terrible severe humour of late, and 
has really frightened oll tbe people, till they almost 
ren from him. To me only | think he is now kind, 
for Mrs. Thrale fares worse than any body. "Tis very 

VOL. 11. x 


He DIARY AND LETIERS [Paar FV. 


strange and very melancholy that he will not « little 
more accommodate his manners and language to those 
of other people. He likes Mr. Mttcalf, however, and 
zo do I, for he is very clever and entertaining when he 
pleases, Capt. Phillips will remember that wae not 
the cage when we saw him at Sir Joshua's. He has, 
however, all the de quoi. 

Poor Dr. Delap confessed to us, that the reason he 
now came so seldom, though he formerly almost lived 
with us when at this placc, was his being too unwell to 
cope with Dr. Johnson. And the other day Mr. Sel- 
wyn having refused an invitation from Mr. {amilton 
to meet the Doctor, because he preferred being here 
upon a dey when he was out, suddenly rose at the time 
he was expected to returu, and said he must run sway, 
“* for fear the Doctor should call him to account.” 

Ferpay.—We strolled all the morning, and spent 
the evening with Lady 5., where we met Miss Benson, 
Dr. Delap, and Mr. Selwyn. Sir John is very civil 
to me, and, as it is the toa todo here, he, among the 
rest, has discovered a uew excellence. Dr. Delap, in 
his odd manner, said here the other morning,— 

“Sir John 8. told me be Lad met yesterday Miss 
Burney, but he neither said she talked well nor wrote 
well; he only said she walked well; he uever, he said, 
saw any woman walk so well!” 

Comic enough; but this is a mere specimen, by the 
by, of the various new discoveries made in the polite 
world, of my endowments—discoveries which would 
make you grin amain, if I bad room to write them. 
It is not modesty stops we, for they are far too sub- 
lime for vanity, and, consequently for shame. 

Sarunpar.—We had Miss Benson and Mr. Sel- 
‘wyn, and 2 yery good chatty quiet day. Miss Benson 
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has given me a little commission to do for her with 
Dr. Delap, concerning some books belonging to Louisa 
Harris, on purpose, she says, to make me call apon her 
when I return to town. I like the office very well, for 
her hardness and disagreeableness wear off more and 
moore, and there is so much of that rare quality, sound 
sense, in her composition, that it makes amends for 
touch deficiency in her address and manner. 

Sunvay, Nov. ]0ru, brings in a new person. The 
Honourable Miss Monckton,* who is here with) ber 
mother, the Dowager Lady Galway, has sent various 
messages of her earnest desire to be acquainted with 
Mrs. Thrale and your humble servant to command. 
Dr. Johnson she already knew, fur she is one of those 
who staud foremost ix collecting all extraordinary or 
curious people to her Loudon conversaziones, which, 
like those of Mrs. Vesey, mix the rank aud the litera- 
ture, and exclude all beside. Well—after divers inti- 
mations of this sort, it was at last settled that Lady De 
Ferrars should bring her here this morning. 

In the evening came Lady De Ferrars, Mies Monck~- 
ton, and Miss Ellerker. Miss Monckton ie between 
thirty and forty, very short, very fat, but handsome; 
splendidly and fantastically dressed, rouged not un- 
becomingly, yet evidently and palpably desirous of 
gaining notice aud admiration. She has an easy levity 
in her air, manner, voice and discourse, that speak all 
within to be comfortable; and her rage of seeing any 
thing curious may be satisfied, if she pleases, by look- 
ing in 8 mirror. 

I can give you no account of the conversation, as it 
waa broken, and uot entertaining. Miss Monckton 

« the Countess of Corke snd Orrery, —lately de- 
ceased. 
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went early, having another engagement, but the other 
ladies stayed very Jate. She told us, however, one 
story extremely well worth recording. The Duke 
of Devonshire was standing near a very fine glass 
Inatre in a corner of a room, at an assembly, and in a 
house of people who, Miss Monckton eaid, were by no 
means in a style of life to hold expense as immaterial ; 
and, by carelessly lolliug back, he threw the lustre 
dowu and it wa» broke. He shewed not, however, the 
amallest concern or confusion nt the accident, bat coolly 
said, “I wonder how I did that!” He then removed 
to the opposite corner, and to shew, I suppose, he had 
forgotten what he had done, leaned his head in the 
fame manner, and down came the opposite lustre! 
He looked at it very calmly, und, with a philosophical 
dryness, merely said, ‘* This is singular enough!” and 
walked to another part of the room, without either 
distress or apology. 

After Miss Moncktou was gone, Lady De Ferrars 
drew o chair neat mine, and began talking of *Cccilis.” 

“We bive plagued my lord,” said she, ‘to death 
about it, because he always says that old Delville was 
in the right not to give up a good family name; but I 
‘was never so glad as when I found the old gentleman's 
own name was my Lord De Ferrars; for he, you know, 
is a Compton; so I told him I was sure it was himself, 
and he owned that if he had been s Delville, he should 
have done the same with a Beverley.” 

Is not this triumph for me, my dearest Susy? Pray 
Jet my daddy Crisp hear it, and knock ander. Mr. 
Bewley, too, shall be told it, who has made the same 
objection with my daddy to the improbability of relin- 
quishing « fortune for a name. Neither my daddy, my 
father, nor Mr. Bewley are here judges to oppose to 
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Lord De Ferrars, who, being a man of rank, and hav- 
ing a cherished name himself, is more fit to decide 
upon this question than wit, understanding, judgment, 
or general knowledge, can make any others who have 
not the power to so well feel the temptation of family 
pride in exciting such obstacles to reason and happi- 
ness, T never meant to vindicate old Delville, whom 1 
detested and made detestable; but I always neserted 
that, his character and situation considered, he did 
nothing thet such a man would hesitate in doing. 

Mrs. Thrale has since met Lord De Ferrara, and 
talked over all the book to him; and he told her that 
he thought its great merit was the reasonableness of 
the Delvilian distress with respect to changing their 
name! 

I felt, however, a little ashamed when Lady Dv 
Ferrars told me her lord’s name, which he has, with 
his title, in right of his mother ; but as I had tied it to 
@ family celebrated for its antiquity, 1 saw they were 
none of them displeased. Lord De Ferrars told Mrs. 
Thrale himeelf that he is descended from Elfrida, and 
has the castle of Tamworth, originally built by her, 
now in his possession. So here is a Delvilian ancestry 
with great exactness. 1 always told my dear daddy 
that his reasoning against the Delville prejudice, how- 
ever unanswerable for truth, by no means disproved 
the existence of such prejudice, as all those very high- 
born and long genealogists agree. Mrs. Thrale herself 
says that her own mother would have acted precisely as 
Mrs. Delville acted. And Mrs. Thrale’s father wae 
descended from Adam of Salsbury. 

I assure, you,” however, continued her ledyship, 
my lord was so fond of the book, he could never part 
with it, and 20 much interested in the story he could 
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think of nothing else. He eried, violently, too, I 
assure you; 0 I hope that will give you a good idea of 
his heart.” 

Mrs. Thrale and Miss Ellerker then joined in the 
conversation, and much discussion followed about 
family names and family honour. Lady De Ferrars 
said— 

“This is very rude, I confess, to talk so of the book 
before Miss Burney; but when once one has begun 
there is no dropping the subject.” 

I was glad, however, when it was dropped, as I 
think it as little my business to vindicate as to censure 
my characters; and, therefore, from caring to do nei- 
ther, I am always at o loss and uncomfortable when 
they are mentioned. 

Tuxspay.—We went in a party to breakfast with 
Dr. Delap, at Lewes, by his earnest desire. Mr. Sel- 
wyn accompanied us. ‘The Doctor again urged his 
request that I would write a criticism upon his new 
play; but I assured him, very truly, I was too ignorant 
of stage husiness and stage effects to andertake offering 
any help or advice to him; yet I pointed out several 
lines that I thought wanted alteration, and proposed a 
change in two or three scenes, for he would not let me 
rest without either praising what I did not like, or 
giving explicit reasons why I did not praise. Mrs. 
Thrale has promised him an epilogue. 

I am now so much in arrears that I must be more 
brief ia my accounts. We spent this evening at Lady 
De Ferrars, where Dr. Johnson accompanied us, for 
the first time he bas been invited of our parties since 
my arrival. The company was select, but dull. Miss 
Monckton, Sir Henry Dashwood, Mr. Manners—son 
of Lord Robert— Mr. Muegrave—o buckish kind of 


1782] OF THE AUTHOR OF EVELINA. 1s 


young man of fashion—the two Miss Ellerkers, and 
ourselves. Miss Monektou only confirmed my first 
notions of her, and the rest gave me no notions worth 
mentioning. 

Monpay and Tcespay.—I bare no time, except to tell 
you a comical tale which Mrs.Thrale ran to acquaint 
me with. She had been calling upon Mr. Scrase, an 
old and dear friend, who is confined with the gout; 
and while she was inquiring about him of his nurse and 
housekeeper, the woman said,— 

“ Ah, madam, how happy are you to have Minerva 
in the house with you!” 

“Oh,” cried Mrs, Thrale, ‘ you mean my dear Miss 
Burney, that wrote ‘ Cecilia.” So you have read its 
and what part did you like ‘” 

“Oh, madam, J liked it all better than any thing 
1 ever sew in my life; but most of all 1 liked that good 
old gentlemen, Wr. Albany, that goes about telling 
people their duty, without so much as thinking of their 
fine clothes” 

When Mrs. Thrale told us this at dinner, Dr. John- 
son gaid,— 

“I am all of the old housekeepers mind; Mr, 
Albany I have alway. stood up for; he is one of my first 
favourites. Very fiue indeed are the things he says.” 

My dear Dr. Johnson !— what condescension is : 
He fully, also, enters into all my meaning in the high- 
flown language of Albany, from his partial insanity and 
uuappeasable remorse. 

So here concludes Brighthelmstone for 1782. 

Weopngspay, Nov. 20rn, Mrs. and the three Miss 
Thrales and myself ali arose at six o'clock in the morn- 
ing, and ‘‘ by the pale blink of the moon” we went to 
the sea-side, where we had bespoke the bathing-women 
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‘to be ready for us, and into the ocean we plunged. It 
was cold, but pleasant. I have bathed so often as to 
lose my dread of the operation, which now gives me 
nothing but animation and vigour. We then returned 
home, and dressed by candle-light, and, as soon as 
we could get Dr. Johnson ready, we set out upon our 
journey, in a coach and a chaise, and arrived in Argyll 
street at dinner time. Mrs. Thrale has there fixed her 
tent for this short winter, which will end with the be- 
ginning of April, when her foreign journey tukes place, 

Sr, Martin's Sizrrr.—The day after my return 
homue, Pacchierotti came and spent part of the after- 
noon here, Mr. Sastres also was with us. The Pac. was 
very sweet and amiable, in exceeding good humour, 
aud tolerably in spirits. But what wa» my delight to 
receive, by Charlotte, a message from Mrs. Fitzgerald, 
to invite me to a place in her box at the Opera. She 
called for us, and we both went. Her box is a new one, 
only up two pair of stairs, the fourth from the stage, 
and holds six. It is, indeed, the most delightful box in 
the house, from not being so much in sight as to render 
very much dress necessary, yet enough to have every 
convenience of seeing both performers and company. 

‘The opera was the new serious one, “ Medonte.” 1 
am not enchanted with it; there is a general want of 
something striking or interesting, Pacchierotti sang 
most sweetly, without force, effort, or pain to himself, 
but with an even excellence he is seldom well enough 
to keep throughout n whole opera. He is but too 
perfect; for how we shall bear his successors I cannot 
guess. 

He found me out, and gave me several smiles during 
the performance ; indeed, he could never look either to 
the right or left without a necessity of making some 
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sort of acknowledgment in retarn to the perpetual bows 
made him from almost every box in the house. 

Nov. 247s.—Mrs. Thrale was with me all the morn- 
ing, up stairs in my cold bedchamber; and all the 
evening I spent with my mother, in reading ‘+ Adele 
and Theodore ;” » book you must purchase, for there 
are so many good directions about education, that, 
though the general plan is impracticable, except to 
very rich and very independent people, there are a 
thousand useful hints for folks in real life. Ite worst 
fault seems tediousnese, much repetition and minute- 
ness, making it necessary to skip, from time to time, in 
order to keep up any attention: but the whole, as a 
work, hes great merit indeed, both in design and exe- 
cution. Some of the episodes are pretty, but the plot 
of the stories is counnonly either trite or unnetural, 
thongh the circumstances attending them are very 
interesting and very well told. 

Dec. 2p.—This evening Mrs. Thrale had o large 
party, and invited Charlotte to it, which I was very 
glad of, as she was much delighted. My father took 
us both, for I could not go to dinner, and we were very 
late. 

Dear Mrs. Thrale received me, as usual, as if I was 
the first person of her company. There was not a 
creature there with whom I was not acquainted, except 
the Duca di Sangro, a Neapolitan nobleman, very 
much in fashion at present among the young ladies 
comme il faut, with two or three of whom he has trifled 
not very honourably. He is very young and very 
handsome, and very insinuating in his address and 
manners, 

The rest were Lady Rothes, who very politely]and 
obligingly apologised for not having waited upon me 
in town, and Dr. Pepys, Mrs. Ord, who made me 
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promise to spend Thursday with her, to meet a relation 
of hers lately come to town, Mrs. Byron, who asked 
me for the same day, and whom I rejoiced in being 
able to refuse without affronting; Mr. and Mrs. Dave- 
nant, Harry Cotton, Mr. Swinerton; Piozzi, who sang 
very well, and whose voice is this year in very good 
order; Mr. Evans, Mr. Seward, Mr. Sestres; Mr. 
Thornton, the new member for the borough, a man 
of Presbyterian extraction, upon which he has grafted 
of late much for and nonchalance, and who was pleased 
to follow me about with a sort of hard and unmeaning 
curiosity, very disagreeable to me, and to himself very 
much like nothing; Mr. and Mrs. Pepys, Mrs. Scot, 
and Dr. and Mrs. Parker. 

Tvxspay.— Pacchierotti called in the morning, and 
‘was very sweet and amiable. 1 received, aleo, a most 
perfamed note, on French paper, gilt, bordered, glazed, 
inclosed in a finely decorated cover, and sealed with a 
miniken figure, from Miss Monckton, to invite me for 
the 6th, to meet Mrs. Thrale. J accepted the invita- 
tion with pleasure; her parties are the most brilliant 
in town, and she is acquainted with many people I 
wish to meet, [In small partics, or intimate ucquaint- 
ances, it is necessary to like the mictress of the house ; 
but in large assemblies, it ia but like going to n better 
regalated public place. 

‘Waupraspar.—I called in the morning upon Mies 
Palmer, with whom I sat some time. Her uncle has 
been very dangerously ill, but is now quite recovered. 
I then went and spent all the day with sweet Mrs. 
‘Thrale, who shut out all company, and gave me herself 
to myself, and it was much the happiest time I have 
spent, away from my father, since I left Brighton. Dr- 
Johnson was at home, and in most excellent good 
humonr and spirits. 
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Dec. 8rn.— Now for Miss Monckton’s assembly. 

I had begged Mrs. Thrale to call for me, that I 
might have her countenance and assistance upon my 
entrance. Miss Thrale came also. Every thing was 
in a new style. We got out of the coach into a halk 
fall of servants, not one of which inquired our names, 
or took any notice of us. We proceeded, and went up 
stairs, and when we arrived at a door, stopped and 
looked behind us. No servant had followed or pre- 
ceded us. We deliberated what was to be done. To 
announce onrselves wes rather awkward, neither could 
‘we be sure we were going into the right apartment. 
I proposed our going up higher, till we met with some- 
body; Miss Thrale thought we should go down and 
call some of the servants; but Mrs. Thrale, after a 
ridiculous consultation, determined tv try her fortune 
‘by opening the door. This being done, we entered a 
toom fall of—tea-things, and one maid-servant! 

“ Well,” cried Mrs. Thrale, laughing, ‘‘what is to 
be done now? I suppose we are come so early that 
nothing is ready.” 

The maid stared, but said,—‘ There’s company in 
the next room.” 

‘Then we considered again how to make ourselves 
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known; and then Mrs. Thrale again resolxed to take 
courage and enter. She theretore opened another door, 
and went into another apartment I held bach, but 
looked afte:, and observing that she made no courtsey, 
concluded she was goue inte come wiong place. Miss 
Thiale followed, and after hu went Lttle 1, wondering 
who was to recenve, or what was to become of us. 

‘Miss Monckton hyes with her mother, the old Dow- 
aget Lady (ralway, 1 a noble house in Charles Street, 
Bebely squere. ‘The rvom was lage and magm- 
ficent. Theie was uot much company, for we were 
very early, Lady Galway sat at the side of the fre, 
and received nobody “he seems very old, und was 
dhesced with a little round white cap, and not a single 
han, no cushion, 2013, no: any thmg else but the httle 
round cap, wluch was flat upon ha forehcad Such 
part of the company as alieady Knew he: made their 
comphments to her where she sat, aud the rest were 
neve taken up to her, but belougcd wholly to Miss 
Monchton 

‘Miss Monchtou » own manucr of 1ecciving her guests 
‘was scaice more labouon», for she hept he: scat when 
they entend, and ouly tuned sound her head to nod 
at, and eay “ low do do?” afte: which they found 
what accommodation they could for themsclves. 

As soon, however, a» she perceived Mrs and Miss 
Tale, which was not till they ad been some amnutes 
in the 1001, she a1o-c to welcome them, contrary to 
hei general custom, and meiely because it was their 
fnet vist Om long tras making iny entrance some 
tume after thens, gave me the advant ze of being im- 
mediately seen by het, «ud she advanced to me with 
quickness, and yery politcly tai hed me for commg, 
and said,— 
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“1 fear you think me very rude for taking the 
liberty of sending to you.” 

** No, indeed, you did me much honoar,” quoth 1. 

She then broke farther into her general rales, by 
making way for me to a good place, and seating me 
herself, and then taking a chair next me, and begin- 
ning a little chat, I really felt myself much obliged to 
her for this seasonable attention, for 1 wa» presently 
separated from Mrs. Thrale, and entirely surrounded. 
by strangers, all dressed superbly, and all looking 
saucily; and as nobody's names were spoken, J had 
no chance to discover any acquaintances. Mr. Met- 
calf, indeed, came and spoke to me the instant J 
came in, and I should have been very happy to have 
had him for my neighbour; but he was engaged in 
attending to Dr. Johnson, who was standing near the 
fire, and environed with listeners. 

Some new people now coming iv, and placing them- 
selves in a regular way, Miss Monckton exclaimed,— 
“My whole care is to prevent a circle;” and hastily 
rising, she pulled about the chairs, and planted the 
people in groups, with as dexterous a disorder av you 
would desire to see. 

The company in general were dressed with more 
brilliancy than at any rout 1 ever was at, as most of 
them were going to the Duchess of Cuwmberland’s, - 
and attired for that purpose. Just behind me sat 
Mra. Hampden, still very beautiful, bat insufferably 
affected. Another lady, in full dress, and very pretty, 
came in soon after, and got herself a chair just be- 
fore me; and then a conversation begeu between 
her and Mrs. Hampden, of which I will give you a 

cimen. 

“How disagreeable these saeques are! I am so 
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incommoded with these nasty ruffles! I am going to 
Cumberland Houpe—are you?” 

** To be sure,” said Mrs. Hampden ; ‘‘ what else, do 
you think, would make me bear this weight of dress? 
T can’t bear a sacque.” 

“ Why, I thought you said you should always wear 
them?” 

*¢ Oh, yes, but I have changed my wind since then 
as many people do.” 

“Well, | think it vastly disagreeable indeed,” paid 
the other; “you can't think how I'm encumbered 
with these ruffles!” 

“ Oh, 1 am quite oppressed with them,” said Mrs. 
Hampden ; ‘“‘ 1 can hardly bear myself up.” 

« And [ dined in this way!” cried the other; “‘ only 
think—dining in a sacque!” 

* Oh,” answered Mrs. Hampden, “it really puts me 
quite out of spirits.” 

‘Well, have you enough {—and has my daddy raved 
enough? 

After this they found some subject less popular, and 
the lady unknown leaned over me, without any cere- 
mony, to whisper with Mrs. Hampden. 1 should have 
offered her my place if she had made any apology, but 
as it was, 1 thought she might take her own way. In 
the course of the evening, however, I had the pleasure 
to observe a striking change in her manners; for as 
soon as she picked up, I huow not how, my name, she 
ceased her whispering, looked at me with the civilest 
smiles, spoke to me two or three times, and calling to 
a fine beau, said,— 

“Do pray sit this way, that you “may screen Miss 
Burney as well ay me from that fire." 
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I did not, however, sufficiently like her beginning, 
to accept her chullenge of talking, and only coldly 
answered by yes, 00, or a bow. 

Mrs. and Miss Thrale hed other engagements, and 
goon went away. Miss Monckton then took a chair 
again next to me, which she kept till we both started 
at the same voice, and she cried ont,—<‘‘ Oh, it’s Mr. 
Burke!” and ehe ran to him with as much joy as, if it 
had been our house, I shonld. Cause the second for 
liking her better. 

1 grew now in a violent fidget, both to have hig 
notice, and for what his notice would be; bat I sat 
very still, and he was seized upon by scores, and taken 
to another part of the room. 

Thea came in Sir Joshua Reynolds, and he soon 
drew a chair near mine, and from that time I was 
never without sowe friend at my elbow. 

“ Have you seen,” said he, “ Mrs. Montagu lately 2” 

“No, not very lately.” 

“ But within these few months !” 

« No, not since last year.” 

“ Oh, you must see her, then. You ought to see 
aud to hear her—'t will be worth your while, Have 
you heard of the fine long letter che has written?” 

“© Yes, but 1 have not met with it.” 

*T have.” 

“ And who is it to?” 

“ The old Duchess of Portland. she desired Mrs, 
Moxtagu’s op:nion of ‘ Cecilia,’ and she has written it 
at fall length. Iwas in a party at Her Grace's, and 
heard of nothing but you. she is so delighted, and so 
sensibly, so rationally, that 1 only wish vou could have 
heard her. And old Mrs. Delany kad been foreed to 
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‘begin it, though she had said she should never read 
any more; however, when we met, she wes reading it 
already for the third time. 

Pray tell my daddy to rejoice for me in this conquest 
of the Duchess, his old friend, and Mrs. Delany, his 
sister's. 

Sir Joshua is extremely kind; he is always picking 
up some anecdote of this <ort for me,; yet, most deli- 
eately, never lets me hear his own praises but through 
others. He looks vastly well, and as if he had never 
been ill, 

After this Mrs. Buihe saw me, and, with much civility 
and softness of manner, came and talked with me, 
while her husband, without seeing me, went behind my 
chair to speak to Virs. Hampden. 

Miss Monckton, returning to me, then said,— 

** Miss Burney, I had the pleasure yesterday of see~ 
ing Mrs. Greville.” 

I suppose she concluded I was very intiate with her. 

** T have not seen her,” said I, ‘* many years.” 

“I know, however,” ened she, looking surprised, 
** she is your godmother.” 

“ But she does not do her daty and answer for me, 
for I never see her.” 

«Oh, you have answered very well for yourself! 
But £ know by that your name is Fanny.” 

She then tripped to somebody else, and Mr. Burke 
very quietly came from Mrs. Hampden, and sat down 
in the vacant place at my side. I could then wait no 
longer, for I found he was more nearsighted than 
myself; I, therefore, turned towards him and bowed s 
he seemed quite amazed, and really made me ashamed, 
however delighted, by the expressive civility and dia- 
tinction with which he instantly soe to return my bow, 
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and stood the whole time he wes mnking his compli- 
ments upon seeing me, and calling himself the blindest 
of men for not finding me out sooner. And Brg. 
‘Burke, who was seated near me, said, loud enough for 
me to hear her,— 

“* See, see! what a flirtation Mr. Burke is beginning 
with Miss Burney! and before my face too!” 

These ceremonies over, he rate down by me, and 
began a conversation which you, my dearest Susy, 
would be glad to hear, for my sake, word for word; but 
which I really could not listen to with sufficient ease, 
from shame at his warm evlogiums, to remember with 
any accuracy. The general substance, however, take 
as I recollect it. 

After many most cloquent compliments upon the 
book, too delicate either to shock or sicken the nicest. 
ear, he very euphatically congratulated me upon its 
most oniversal success ; said, ‘* he was now too late to 
speak of it, since he could only echo the voice of the 
whole nation;” and added, with » laugh, “I had 
hoped to have made somo merit of my enthusiasm ; but 
the moment I went about to hear what others say, I 
found myself merely one in a multitude.” 

He then told me that, notwithstanding his admira- 
tion, he was the mean who had dared to find some 
faults with so favourite and fashionable a work. [ 
entreated him to tell me what they were, and assured 
him nothing would make me so happy as to correct 
them under his direction. ie then enumerated them : 
aud I will tell you what they are, that you may not 
conclude I write nothing but the fairer part of my 
adventures, which I really always relate very honestly, 
though so fair they are at this time, that it hardly seems 
possible they should not be dressed up. 
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‘The masquerade he thought too long, and that some- 
thing might be spared from Harrel’s grand assembly , 
he did not like Morrice’s part of the pantheon; and he 
wished the conclusion either more happy or more 
miserable; “for in a work of imagination,” said he, 
“© there is no medium.” 

I was not easy enough to answer him, or I have much, 
thongh perhaps not good for much, to say in defence of 
following life and natore as much in the conclusion as 
in the progress of a tale; and when is life and nature 
completely happy or miserable? 

“Bat,” said he, when he had finished his comments, 
“‘what excuse must J give for this presumption? J 
have none in the world to ofter hut the real, the high 
esteem I feel for you; and ! must at the same time 
acknowledge it is all your own doing that I am able to 
find fault; for it is your general perfection in writing 
that has taught me to criticise where it is not quite 
uniform.” 

Here’s an orator, dear Susy! 

Then, looking very archly et me, and around him, 
he said,— 

“ Are you sitting here for characters? Nothing, by 
the way, struck me more in reading your book than 
the admirable skill with which your ingenious cha- 
racters make themselves known by their own words.” 

He then went on to tell me that I had done the most 
wonderful of wonders in pleasing the old wits, particu- 
jarly the Duchess of Portland and Mrs. Delany, who 
Teaiated reading the book till they were teased into it, 
and, since they began, could do nothing else; and he 
failed not to point ont, with his utmost eloquence, the 
difficulty of giving satisfaction to those who piqued 
themeelves upon being past receiving it. 
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* But,” said he, ‘* [ have one other fault to find, and 
a far more material one than any I have mentioned.” 

«1 am the more obliged to you. What is it?” 

“ The disposal of this book. I have much advice to 
offer to you upon that subject. Why did not you send 
for your own friend out of the city? he would have 
taken care you should not part with it so much Lelow 
par.” 

He meant Mr. Briggs. 

Sir Joshua Reynolds now joined us. 

“« Are you telling her,” said he, “‘ of our converse- 
tion with the old wits? I am glad you hear it from 
Mr. Burke, Miss Barney, for he can tell it so much 
better than I can, and remember their very words.” 

“* Nothing else would they talk of for three whole 
hours,” said he, ‘and we were there at the third read- 
ing of the bill.” 

“<¥ believe I was in good hands,” said I, “if they 
talked of it to you?” 

“* Why, yes,” answered Sir Joshua, laughing, “‘ we 
joined in from time to time. Gibbon says he read the 
whole five volumes in a day.” 

“Tis impossible,” cried Mr. Burke, “it cost me 
three days; and you know I never parted with it from 
the time I first opened it.” 

Here are laurels, Susy! My dear daddy and Kitty, 
‘are you not doubly glad you so kindly hurried me up- 
stairs to write when at Chesington? 

Mr. Burke then went to some other party, end Mr, 
Swinerton took his place, with whom I had a dawdling 
conversation upon dawdling subjects; and I was nota 
little enlivened, upon his quitting the chair, to have it 
filled by Mr. Metcalfe, who, with much satire, but 
much entertainment, kept chattering with me till Dr. 
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Johnson found me ont, and brought a chair opposite 
to me. 

Do you Inugh, my Susan, or ery at your F. B.'s 
honours? 

** So,” said he to Mr. Metcalfe, * it is you, is it, that 
ere engrossing her thus?” 

“ He's jealous,” said Mr. Metcalfe, dryly. 

«* How these people talk of Mrs. Siddons!” said the 
Doctor. ‘1 came hither in full expectation of hearing 
no name but the name I love and pant to hear,— when 
from one corner to another they are talking of that jade 
Mrs, Siddons! till, at last wearied out, I went yonder 
into a corner, and repeated to myself Burney! Burney! 
Burney! Burney !” 

“ Ay, sir,” said Mr. Metcalfe, “ you should have 
carved it upon the trees.” 

“pir, had there been any trees, so I should; 
but, being none, I was content to curve it upon my 
heart.” 

Soon after the parties changed again, aud young 
Mr. Burke came and sat by me. He is » very civil 
and obliging, and a sensible and agreeable young man. 
I was occasionally spoken to afterwards by stranger, 
both men and women, whom I could not find out, 
though they called we by my name as ‘Sif they had 
known me all my life. Old Lady Galway trotted from 
her corner, in the middle of the evening, and Jeaning 
her hands upon the bachs of two chairs, put her little 
round head through two fine high dressed ladies on 
purpose to peep at me, and then trotted back to her 
place! Ha, ha! 

Miss Monckton now came to us again, and I con- 
gratolated her upon her power in making Dr. Johnson 
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him,— . 

‘© Sir, Miss Burney says you like best to sit in 
circle.” 

«* Does she?” said he, langhing; ‘‘ Ay, never mind 
what she says. Don't you know she is a writer of 
romances ?” 

Yes, that I do, indeed!” said Miss Monckton, and 
every one joined in a laugh that put me horribly out of 
countenance. 

“She may write romances and speak trath,” said 
my dear Sir Joshua, who, as well as young Burke, and 
Mr. Metcalfe, and two strangers, joined now iu our 
little party. 

“But, indeed, Dr. Johnson,” said Mies Monckton, 
“¢ you must eee Mrs, Siddons. Won't you see her in some 
tine part?” 

“ Why, if I must, madam, I have no choice.” 

“She says, sir, she shalt be very much afraid of you.” 

«* Madam, that cannot be true.” 

“* Not true,” cried Mies Monckton, staring, ‘“ yes 





“* It cannot be, madam.” 

“* But she said eo to me; I heard her say it myself.” 

“« Madani, it is not possible! remember, therefore, 
in future, that even fiction should be supported by 
probability.” 

Miss Monckton looked all amezement, but insisted 
apon the truth of what she had said. 

“¥ do not believe, madam,” said he, warmly, * she 
knows my name.” 

“ Oh, that is rating her too low,” said a gentleman 
stranger. 
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“ By uot knowing my name,” continued he, “ I do 
not mean so literally; bat that, when she sees it 
abused in a newspaper, she may possihly recollect that 
she has seen it ebused in a newspaper before.” 

Well, sir,” eaid Miss Monckton, “ but you must 
see her for all this.” 

** Well, madam, if you desire it, I will go. See 
her I shall not. nor hear her; bat I'll go, and that will 
do. The \ast time I was at a play, I was ordered there 
by Mrs. Abington, or Mrs. Somebody, I do uot well 
remember who; but I placed myself in the middle 
of the first row of the front boxes, to shew that when 
1 was called I came.” 

The talk upon this matter went on very long, and 
with great spirit; but I have time for no more of it. 
1 felt myself extremely awkward about going away, not 
choosing, as it was my first visit, to take French leave, 
and hardly knowing how to lead the way alone among 
#0 Many strangers, 

At last, and with the last, 1 made my attempt. A 
large party of ladies arose at the same time, and I 
tripped after them ; Miss Monckton, however, made me 
come back, for she said I must else wait in the other 
root till those ladies’ carriages drove away. 

When I returned, Sir Joshua came and desired he 
m.ght convey me home; I declined the offer, and he 
pressed it a good deal, droll; saying,— 

“Why, I am old enongh, a'n't I?” 

And when he found me stout, he said to Dr. John- 
eon, — 

“Sir, is mot this very herd? Nobody thinks me 
very young, yet Miss Burney won't give me the pri- 
vilege of age in letting me see her home? She says 
I a’n’t old enough.” 
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1 bad never said any such thing. 

“ Ay, air,” said the Doctor, ‘ did I not tell you she 
‘was @ writer of romances?” 

Again I tried to run away, but the door stuck, and 
‘Miss Monckton prevented me, and begged I would stay 
@ little longer. She then went and whispered some- 
thing to her mother, and I had a notion from her man- 
ner she wanted to keep me to supper, which I did not 
choose, and, therefore, when her back was tarned, I 
prevailed upon young Burke to open the door for me, 
and out I went. Miss Monckton ran after me, but I 
‘would not come back. 1 was, however, and I am, much 
obliged by her uncommon civility and attentions to me. 
She is far better at her own house than elsewhere. 

Duc. 1ira.—To-dsy, by an invitation of ten days 
standing, I waited upon Mrs. Walsingham. She isa 
women high in fame for her talents, and a wit by birth, 
as the daughter of Sir Charles Hanbury Williams. 

She has the character of being only civil to people 
of birth, fame, or wealth, and catremely insolent to 
all others. Of this, however, I could see nothing, 
since she at least took care to invite no company to 
her own house whom she was disposed to disdain. Her 
reception of me appeared rather singular. She was vio- 
lently dressed, —a large hoop, flowers in her small and 
full dressed cap, ribands and ornaments extremely 
shown, and a fan in her hand. She was very polite, 
said much of her particular pleasure in seeing me, and 
kept advancing to me so near, that involuntarily I 
retreated from her, not knowing her design, and kept, 
therefore, getting further and farther back as she came 
forward, till I was stopped from any power of moving 
by the wainscot. 1 then necessarily stood still, and 
she saluted me. 
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We then quietly sat down, and my father began a 
very lively conversation upon various subjects; she 
kept it up with attention and good breeding, often re- 
ferring to me, and seeming curious to know my no- 
tions, 

The rest of the company who came to dinner were 
‘Mrs. Montagu, Mr. Percy, Speaker of the Irish House 
of Commons, his Iady aud daughter, and Sir Joshua 
Reynolds and Miss Palmer. I was excessively glad to 
see the latter, who clung to me all the visit, and took 
off from its formality and grandeur by her chatting and 
intimacy, 

Mrs. Walsingham lives in a splendid house in Strat- 
ford Place, elegantly fitted up, chiefly by her own 
paintings and drawings, which are reckoned ex- 
tremely clever. I hate that word, but cannot think 
of another, 

We did not stay late, for my father and I were 
both engaged to Miss Monckton’s; s0 was Sir Joshua, 
who accompanied us. Miss Palmer had not been in- 
vited, which she much regretted. Mrs. Walsingham 
begged to see me again, and very much pressed me to 
call some morning. 

1 was extremely happy to have my dear father with 
me at Miss Monckton'’s. We found Mrs. Siddons, the 
actress, there, She is a woman of excellent character, 
and therefore 1 am very glad she is thus patronized, 
since Mrs. Abington, and so many frail fair ones, have 
been thus noticed by the great. She behaved with 
great propriety; very calm, modest, quiet, and un- 
affected. She has a very fine countenance, aud her 
eyes look both intelligent and soft. She has, however, 
a steadiness in her and deportment by no 
means engaging. Mrs. Thrale, who was there, said, 


202 DIARY AND LETTERS [Pant ¥. 


** Why, this iss leaden goddess we are all worshipping! 
however, we shell soon gild it.” 

A lady who sat near me then began a dialogue with 
Mr. Erskine, who had placed himself exactly opposite 
to Mrs. Siddons; and they debated together upon her 
manner of stadying her parts, disputing upon the point 
with great warmth, yet not only forbearing to ask 
Mrs. Siddons herself which was right, but quite over- 
powering her with their loquacity, when she attempted, 
unasked, to explain the matter. Most vehement praise 
of all she did followed, and the lady turned to me, and 
said,— 

“© What invitation, Miss Burney, is here, for genius to 
display itself!—-Every body, I hear, is at work for Mrs. 
Siddons; but if you would work for her, what an in- 
ducement to excel you would both of you have !—Dr, 
Hurney —.” 

‘Oh, pray, ma’am,” cried I, ‘don’t say to him——.” 

“ Oh, but I will!—if my influence can do you any 
mischief, you nay depend upon having it!” 

She then repeated what she had said to my father, 
and he instantly said, — 

“Your ladyship may be sure of my interest.” 

I whispered afterwards to know who she was, and 
heard she was Lady Lucan. 

Morpay.—There was a very full assembly at Mra. 
Thrale’s, where I dined and spent the day. 

The evening proved very gay and very agreeable, 
though I have but a short account to give of it, as the 
conversation was only in parties, and never for more 
than 2 few minutes with the same people, I had some 
chat with every body in turn, and therefore I had not 
one moment unoccupied. What gave me, however, the 
most pleasore, was the discourse of the two Mr. Cam- 
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bridges, father and son, who both, though st different 
times, sung to me the praises of Capt. Phillips with 
so much energy and heartiness, that I was ready to 
shake hands with them, and cry, “ Gentlemen, 
agreed!” 

Mr. Seward made me known to Mre, Hunter, who is 
extremely pretty, and reckoned very ingenious. Dr. 
Parker introduced me to Mr. Hutton, a clergyman, at 
his desire; but I saw nothing of him that made it 
mine. 

My father told me that Miss Catheriue Bull had 
desired her compliments to “‘ Cecilia,” and begged her 
acceptance of her opera ticket for the next night, tosee 
Anfoesi’s new opera, if it would be of any use. Miss 
Ball then called ont,— 

** And pray give my compliments, too,—though I 
should be dreadfully afraid of her !” 

How provoking that they have this simple notion! 
as my father himself ouce answered them,— 


“¢ So tame 2 lion, who can say fic on?” 


1 am glad, however, there seems a little opening to an 
acquaintance I 20 much desire. I accepted the ticket, 
and should if I had not wished for it, merely that I 
might have to thank her for it. 

Tuvnspay.—We were all invited to Sir Joshua Rey- 
nolds’, to dinner, but I was engaged to Mrs. Thrale. In 
the morning, Miss Benson returned my visit, and Miss 
Streatfield called also, and sate hours, and Mrs. Hat- 
sell called too, and sat only minutes. I am increasing 
My acquaintance daily, and that, whether I will or not, 
‘with new folks of all sorts. 

At Mrs. Thrale’s, we were comfortable and alone. 
She and her daughter carried me to the opera house, 
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and tried to entice me to sit in the pit with them; but E 
had already engaged a place in Mrs. Fitz’s box. I can 
give you but little account of the opera, for I was much 
disappointed in it. My expectations had planned an- 
other Buona Figliuola, or Fraschetans, from Anfossi, 
—bnt it isa pretty opera, simply, and nothing more, 
Allegrante sung very well, but—but—but—oh, how 
has Pacchierotti spoilt me! 

Fripay.—There was e grand assembly at Lady Gi- 
deon’s; and every thing in the house, both of decora- 
tions, refreshments, and accommodation, was in greater 
magnificence than I have yet seen, Lady Gideon is 
still very pretty, and extremely gentle, well bred, at- 
tentive, and amiable. Sir Sampson seems all good- 
nature, and his desire to oblige is unremitting, and 
there is even a humility in the manners of both that 
makes it impossible to quarrel with them for such other 
brighter qualities as they have missed. 

The moment my reception was over, and my dear 
father being with me, I felt no awkwardness in my 
entrance. Mrs. Walsingham came up to me, and in- 
vited me to her house for the next Monday morning, 
to meet Lady Gideon, who was to go and see her paint- 
ings. There was no refusing, and, indeed, I wished to 
nee them, as they are of great fame in the world, and, I 
fancy, very well worth seeing. 

The next who found me ont was Sir Joshua, and the 
instant I told him of the eagagement I had made, he 
said he would go too, for he was invited to call some 
morning, so he would choose Monday. He kept with 
me, to my great satisfaction, the principal part of the 
evening. He is so pleasant, unaffected, and agreeable, 
that there is no one, among those who are of celebrity, 
I can converse with half so easily and comfortably. 
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Late in the evening came in Lady Margaret For- 
dyce, and Lady Anne Lindsay: I had hopes they would 
have sung, but I was disappointed, for they only looked. 
handsome. Mrs. Hampden, also, did that, and was 

“much leas in her airs. 

Amoug my acquaintance, were Lord Gage, Miss 
Monckton, Mr. Selwyn, Mr. Swinerton, Harry Cotton, 
Mr. H. Shelley, Mrs. Walsingham, the Thrales, and 
Sir Joshua. Among those at whom I looked, were Sir 
Hugh Dalrymple, suthor of the Memoirs, a very re- 
epectable looking man, Mr. Erskine, and Soame 
Jenyngs. 

Sir Joshua desired me to speak to Soame Jenynge, 
for he said he was now of an age to be entitled to such 
an attention. You may suppose I complied readily. 
Another time, when he had strolled away for a few 
minutes, he hastened back to me, and exclaimed,— 

“«T have just found out Mr. Simkins !” 

“Where? which is he?” 

“ There,—that gentleman, who is bowing to Lady 
Julians Penn.” 

“Mercy!” cried I, perceiving, to my great dis- 
may, Mr. Selwyn, ‘Why, that is one of our intimate 
friends!” 

“©, is he so?” cried he, with great readiness, 
“* Why, then, that, I suppose, is the reason of the re- 
semblance!” 

Wicked enough! however, by no means true. 

Afterwards I had some talk with the Duca di San- 
gro, a Neapolitan nobleman; very young, excessively 
handsome, and very gay, talkative, sportive, and fro- 
liesome. He took off the French manner of singing 
in general, then M. Je Gros in particular; he acted, 
capered, talked comical bad English, sang, languished,’ 
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Taughed and mimicked; and, in short, was an admi- 
rable and most diverting buffoon. 

A small part of the company, consisting of about 
thirty, were kept to supper; my father and self were 
of the number. The entertainment given was superb, 
and most elegantly costly. Twenty-four had seats at 
our table; the rest stood round, till another supper 
‘was prepared in another room. But I shall give no 
further particulars, as the evening, altogether, was but 
tiresome. 

Suxpay, Dxc. 22.—I went to the French chapel in 
the morning, and found Mr. Seward here when I re- 
torned. He was followed by Barry, and succeeded by 
Pacchierotti, who, in rather better spirits than I have 
iately aeen him, told me he had been admitted for half- 
an-hour the day before to Lady Clarges, as poor Sir 
Thomas was 2 little better. She told him that Sir 
Thomas, though often delirious, never failed, in his 
intervals of reason and of ease, to inquire for Pacehi- 
erotti, and to call out, ‘‘Has Pacchierotti been here 
to-day ?"—“* Does Pacchierotti call always to ask how 
I do himself?” This affected the feeling of Pacchi- 
erotti very »trongly. 

Lady Clarges, in this short interview, inquired very 
much about you, and whether you were coming to 
town, and how your health was, and what were your 
designs. ‘‘ Indeed,” added the Pac., ‘‘is a very true 
regard which Lady Clarges she has always for Mrs. 
Phillips.” 

I asked him if he had heard that Misa Catherine Ball 
had lent me an Opera ticket—and told him I very much 
wished to be acquainted with her family. He looked 
much pleased, and called out, ‘‘ Then, I am sure, it is 
in your own power, for Doctor Burney can -——” He 


4782) OF THE AUTHOR OF EVELINA. 207 


atopped, as if suddenly recollecting, and checking him- 
self, and added, '‘1 don’t know, ma'am, how it is; but 
you have made, indeed, all the people, not only for the 
young, but at the same time for the old, quite afraid of 
you. Indeed, is their just veneration which is the cause 
of such a thing." 

‘This always much vexes me, but I know not how to 
conquer so unfair a prejudice, while I never can get 
sight of these folks, except through an opera-glass: in 
which way they most assiduously view me in return, 
whenever | am in Mrs. Fitzgerald's box. By his say- 
ing the old, as well as the young, I suspected he meant 
Lady Mary Duncan; and upon sounding my father, 
he acknowledged she professed the same ridiculous 
fear. "Tis horribly provoking, and thwarts my most 
favourite views. 

Moxpax.—I waited upon Mrs. Walsingham. 1 
found Lady Gideon and two of her daughters, and 
Lady Middleton, aud two other ladies, all assembled 
to see these pictures. I was, indeed, extremely pleased 
with the exhibition. They appear to me surprisingly 
well executed, aud the subjects are admirably chosen 
and selected. They are chiefly copies from old pictures, 
or from Nir Joshua Reynolds. ‘Two were lent her by 
the King himself, nt Windsor,—a Silence, a beautiful 
picture of Caracci, and a Madonna and Child of Guido. 
‘The others are chiefly from the Devoushire collection, 
of Sir Joshua; she has the Fishing Boys, the noble 
Angel viewing the (ross, two Samuels, a beautiful 
Child, and one other I cannot recollect. She has, 
also, copied Guinsborough’s sweet Shepherd’s Boy: 
and there are originals, by herself, of Capt. Walsing- 
ham, and her son, and Miss Boyle. These are all in 
oils, There were also some heads in Crayons, and 
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several small figures in Plaster of Paris by Miss 
Boyle, who inherits her mother's genius and fondness 
for painting, and who behaved with great modesty and 
politeness. They shewed me, also, a work of Mrs. 
Delany, which they have framed. "Tis from an inven- 
tion of her own, a Geranium—composed of paper 
stained different colours, cut out very delicately, and 
pasted upon paper, 60 as to look in relief, and the 
effect is extremely pretty. This she did at eighty-two! 

I would have made my exit at the same time with 
the rest of the company, but Mrs. Walsingham would 
not suffer me, and made me atay and chat with her for 
I believe two hours. She insisted upon my telling her 
the whole history of my writing and publishing ‘* Eve- 
lina,” and was curious for the moet minute particulars. 

When this curiosity was satisfied, she gaye me a 
Jong history of herself, and her painting, with equal 
openness, and then said,— 

“Bat do pray, now, Miss Burney, let me ask one 
thing more—how came you to write that book that is 
my first derling—-Cecilia? did the idea come to you by 
chance? or did you regularly sit down to write by 
design?” 

I had then to satisfy her about this, and she spared. 
not for praises in return, but said one thing which ex- 
tremely astonished me. 

‘‘The character,” cried she, ‘‘ which I most delight 
in is Mr. Briggs. I think it the most admirable and 
entertaining in the book.” 

“T am very glad to hear it, ma’am, for he has very 
few friends.” 

“Ob, I know many people think him too low, but 
that is merely from choosing only to look in the upper 
circle, Now, I am not at all surprised to find that the 
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queen objecta to him ;—a foreigner, and in uo exalted 2 
station, may well not understand so vulgar a miser ; 
but why people in common life should object to what 
in common life is to be found, I don’t understand. 
For myself, while I paint, or work, I can divert myself 
with thinking of him, and, if I am quite alone, I 
can burst out a-laughing by recollecting any of his 
speeches.” 

You will easily believe I was by no means so sorry 
at the queen's objection, as I was glad and surprised 
that her majesty should ever have met with the book. 

‘*Bat how wonderfully you have contrived,” she 
added, ‘‘to make one love Mrs. Delvile for her sweet- 
ness to Cecilia, notwithstanding all her pride, and 
always to hope the pride is commanded hy the has- 
band.” 

“*No, ma'am,” answered I, ‘I mercly meant to 
shew how differently pride, like every other quality, 
operates upon different minds, aud that, though: it is so 
odious when joined with meanness and incapacity, as 
in Mr. Delvile, it destroys neither respect nor affec- 
tion when joined with real dignity and generosity of 
mind, es in Mrs. Delvile.” 

Thad much more to have said of my meaning and 
purpose in these characters; but she has so much esta- 
blished iu the world au opinion of her own pride, that 
I was glad to leave the subject. 

In the evening I went to Lady Rothes's with my 
father, I found her, a» I had left her at Brighton, 
amiable and sociable. I never tell you when the invi- 
tations come, for I rather fuucy you will not conclude 
I am likely to go without them. The party was a 
good one,—Mrs. Boscawen, Mrs. Walsingham, Mr. 
and Mrs. Pepys, eneet Mrs. Thrale ond her daughter, 

YOu, II. P r 
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Dr. Cadogan, Miss Streatfeld, Mr. Wraxall, Lord Fal- 
mouth, Mr. Seward, Mrs. Ord, and some others I did 
not hnow; but the evening was a most melancholy 
one, for I soon heard, from Mrs. Ord, that poor Sir 
Thomas Clarges was dead! How sorry was | for his 
lady, for Pacchierotti, and for you! I could never get 
you 2 moment out of my head; aud from the time that 
I heard it, I could do nothing but wish myself at 
home. 

The next morning, Tuesday, I wrote a little note of 
consolation and good wishes to poor Pacchierotti. My 
father called on the Miss Bulls, and found them in 
deep affliction. I long to hear if Lady Louisa Nugent 
can go to Lady Clarges. I believe she is now out of 
town. 


LT called upon Bessy Kirwan, and stayed with her a 
couple of hours; and all our talk was of poor Pacchi. 
erotti and his loss, and dear Susy and her health. As 
J had the coach, I then apit cards at Mrs. Chapone’s, 
who has sent me an invitation, I declined; for so I 
do by at least half 1 receive, much as I go out;—and 
at Mrs. Hatsell’s, and Mrs. Parsdise’s, and Lady 
Gideon’s. 

When I came here, I found Mrs. Wilkinson, who 
insists upon again renewing our long-dropped acquaint~ 
ance. She is somewhat improved, I think, and much 
Jess affected. Mrs. Ord also called, at the desire of 
Secretary Ord’s lady, to make a tender of acquaintance 
with me. 

I begin to grow most heartily sick aud fatigued of 
this continual round of 1 isiting, and these eternal new 
acquaintances. I am now arranging matters in my 
mind for a better plan; end J mean, henceforward, 
ngver to go out more than three days in the week; 
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and, as I am now situated, with Mrs. Thrale to seize 
every moment I do not hire from her, it will require 
all the management I can possibly make use of to 
limit my visits to only half the week's days. Bat yet, 
I am fixed in resolving to put it in practice, except 
upon some very singular and uuforeseen occasions, as I 
really have at present no pleasure in any party, from 
the trouble and tiresomeness of being engaged to s0 
many. 

For my own part, if I wished to prescribe a eure for 
dissipation, 1 should think none more effectus! than to 
Bive it a free course. The many who have lived so 
from year to year amaze me now more than ever; for 
now more than ever I can judge what dissipation has 
to offer. I would not lead d life of daily engagements 
even for another month, for any pay short of the most 
serious and substantial benefit. I have been tired some 
time, though I have only now broke out: but I will 
restore my own spirit and pleasure by getting more 
courage in making refusals, and by giving that zest to 
company and diversion which can only be given by 
making them subservient to convenience, and by taking 
them in turn with quietness and retirement. 

This is my intention, and I shall never, by inclina- 
tion, alter it. 

Now, to return to Tuesday, one of my out-days. 

I went in the evening to call on Mrs. Thrale, and 
tore myself away from her to go to Bolt Court to see 
Dr. Johnson, who is very unwell. He received me 
with great kindness, and bade me come oftener, which 
I will try to contrive. He told me he heard of nothing 
but me, call upon him who would; and, though he 
pretended to growl, he was evidently delighted for me. 
His usual set, Mrs. Williams and Mrs. De Mullins, 
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were with hun: and some queer inan of a parson who, 
after ginning at me sowe time, sa:d,— 

** Pray, Mis. De Moline, uw the fifth volame of 
*Ceelta’ at home yet? Dr Johnson made me read at, 





*« Sir, he did 1¢ much honow: —— 

“ Made you, +i?” sad the Doctor, “you give an 
ill account of your own taste o1 understauding, 1f you 
wanted any ma/ ig to 1ead such & book as ‘ Cecilia.’” 

* Oh, su, | don’t meat. that, for I am eure I left 
every thing in the world to go on with it.” 

A shillug was now wanted for some purpose or 
other, and none of them happened to have one; 1 
begged thet I might lend one. 

“ Ay, do,” vaid the “Doctor, -- I will borrow of 
you; authors are hhe privateers, always fair game for 
one another.” 

“« True, si,” said the parson, “ one author is always 
robbing anothe:.” 

“© I don’t know that, su,” cried the Doctor; ‘* there 
sits an authot who, to my knowledge, has robbed 
nobody. I have uever once caught hei at a theft. The 
rogue heeps her resou1ces to herself!” 

Cuaristuas Dax.—And a merry ove be it to my 
Susy! I went to Ovendon chapel, and heard a very 
good seimon, by a Vii. Lazard, against ufidelity; and 
I came home and iepeated it for divers purposes. I 
wa» soon folloned by Miss Palmer, and, just as she 
took her leave, carie Pacchierotti, looking so ill—so 
thin—so dejected' He came to thank me for my con- 
solatoiy note, and he stayed til dimner-tme. Our 
‘whole talk was of poor Sir Thomas and hus lady. I 
was happy, however, to keep him, and to make him 
telk , for he says that when he 1s at home he isina 
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state so deplorable it cannot be described. He presved 
me to make use both of Lady Mary's tickets and her 
box for the next comic opera ; but 1 refused both, as I 
intend to go but once or twice more to the comic | 
opera, and then can make use of Mrs. Crewe’s ticket. 

Tavrspay.— In the morning Mr. Cambridge came, 
and made a long visit. He is entertaining, original, and” 
well-bred ; somewhat formal, but extremely civil and 
obliging, and, 1 believe, remarkably honourable and 
strict in his principles and actions. 

I wished I could have been easy and chatty with 
him, as I hear he is so much my friend, and ag I like 
him very much; but, in truth, he listens to every 
syllable I utter with so grave a deference, that it in- 
timidates and silences me. When he was about teking 
leave, he eaid,— 

“ Shull you go to Mrs. Ord's to-morrow 2” 

«Yes, sir.” 

“1 thought 90,” said he, smiling, ‘‘ and hoped it. 
Where shall yon go to-night?” 

« No where,—I shall be at home.” 

“ Athome? Are you sure?” 

“Yes.” 

oe Why, then, Mrs. Burney, my son, and [ dine 
to-day in your neighbourhood, at the Archbishop of 
York's, and, if you please, we will come here in the 
evening.” 

This was agreed to. And now | am writing up to the 
very moment; for it is just seven o'clock, and we are 
going to tea, aa these gentlemen are not expected till 
nine. He talked much of Capitano, and said several 
times how happy he should be to know Mrs. Phillips. 

Our evening was really a charming one, The two 
Mr. Cambridges came at about eight o'clock, and the 
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good Mr. Hoole was here. My father came down- 
stairs to them in high spirits and good humour, and 
he and the elder Mr. Cambridge not only talked 
enough for us all, but so well and so pleasantly that no 
person present had even a wish 1o speak for himself. 
Mr. Cambridge has the best stock of good stories I 
almost ever heard; and, though e little too precise in 
hig manner, he is always well-bred, aud almost always 
entertaining. Our sweet futher kept up the ball with 
him admirably, whether in anecdotes, serious disquisi- 
tions, philosophy, or fun; for ali which Mr. Cambridge 
has both talents and inelination. 

‘The son rises extremely iv my opinion and liking. Ie 
is sensible, rational, aud highly cultivated ; very mudest 
in all he asserts, and attenti\e and pleasing in his beha- 
viour ; and he is wholly free from the coxcombical airs, 
either of inpertinence, or negligence and nonchalance, 
that almost all the young men I meet, except also young 
Burke, are tainted with. What chiefly, however, 
pleased me in him was observing that he quite adores 
his father. He attended to all his stories with a face 
that never told he had heard thew before; and, though 
he spoke but little himself, he seemed as well enter- 
tained as if he had been the leading person in the 
company,—a post which, nevertheless, I believe he 
could extremely well sustain; and, no doubt, such 
the better for being in no haste to aspire to it. I have 
seldom, altogether, had an evening with which I have 
been better pleased. 

And now, for once, I leave off a packet at the end 
of a day's adventures. So bless you, my Susy, and all 
your hearers. 


Fripay.—I dined with Mrs. Thrale and Dr. John- 


1782] OF THE AUTHOR OF EVELINA. 215 


son, who wes very comic and good humoured. Suean 
Thrale had just had her hair trrned up, and powdered, 
and has taken to the womanly robe. Dr. Johnson 
sportively gave her instructions how to increase her 
consequence, and to “ take upon her” properly. 

“Begin,” said he, ‘* Miss Susy, with something 
grand—something to surprise meukind! Let your 
first essay in life be a warm censure of ‘Cecilia. You 
can no way make yourself more conspicuous. Tell the 
world how ill it was conceived, and how ill exccuted. 
Tell them how little there ix in it of lumen nature, 
and how well yonr knowledge of the world exnbles 
you to jndge of the failings in that book. Find fault 
without fear; and if you ure at a loss for any to find, 
invent whatever comes into your wind, fur you may 
say what you plcase, with little fear uf detection, since 
of those who praise ‘ Cecilia’ not helf have ruud tt, and 
of thove who have read it, not half remember it. Go 
to work, therefore, boldly; and particularly mark that 
the character uf Albany 15 estremely unuatural, to 
your own knowledge, since you never met with such a 
man at Mrs, Cummyn’s School.” 

This stopped his exhortation, fur we laughed so 
violently at this happy criticism that he could not 
recover the thread of his harangue. 

Mrs. Thrale, who was to have gone with me to 
Mrs, Ord’s, gave up her visit in order to stay with 
Dr, Jolmson; Miss Thrale, therefore, and I went 
together. We found there Charlotte, who had been 
invited to dinner, and wlo looked very pretty and 
very innocent; Mrs. Chapone, Mr. and Mrs. Pepys 
Mr. Malso, and young Mr. Cambridge. There came 
afterwards Mr. Burrows, Lady Rothies, Mi-s Bur- 
goyne, Dr. Pepys, Mr. Seward, aud a lady I kuew not. 
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Mrs. Ord receised us with her usual good breeding. 
Mrs. Chapone was more civil than ever, and, after a 
little general discourse, she asked me if I had yet heard 
that Swift's Mrs. Delany was among my unknown 
friends. 

“T have a letter,” she said, “ which I must beg to 
shew you from her, for 1 think it will be worth your 
Funning over. It is in answer to one I wrote, begging 
to know whether she bad met with ‘Cecilia.’ She 
tells me that both she and the old Duchess of Portland 
are reading it for the third time, and that they desire 
nothing so much as an acquaintance with the amiable 
writer.” 

There, Miss Susanna, there, daddy, the Uld Wits 
have begun the charge! This was very pleasant to 
me indeed, for if they have curiosity as well as I, we 
shall all have some end to answer in meeting. 

Sarurpay, Dro. 28rm.—My father and 1 dined 
and epent the day at ir Joshna Reynolds’, after many 
preceding disappointments. Our dinner party con- 
sisted merely of Mr. West,~ the painter, Mr. Jackson 
of Exeter, and Miss Reynolds. Mr. West had, some 
time ago, desired my father to invite him to our house, 
to see thet lion, your sister, saying to him ‘you will 
be safe, Dr. Burney, in trusting to our meeting, for 
Tam past forty, and married.” 

My father, however, has had no time, and therefore 
I believe he applied to Sir Joshua, for the servant 
who brought our card of invitation said he was to 
carry no other till ours was answered. 

The moment Miss Palmer had received me with a 
reproachful “ At last we are met,” Sir Joshua took my 
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hand, and insisted upon wishing me a merry Christmes 
according to old forms, and then presenting me to 
‘Mr. West, he said,— 

You must let me introduce to you one of your 
greatest admirers.” 

Mr. West is a very pleasing man, gentle, soft- 
mannered, cheerful, and serene. Mr. Jackson you 
may remember our formerly seeing; he is very hand- 
some, and seems possessed of much of that ardent 
genius which distinguishes Mr. Young; for his ex- 
pressions, at times, are extremely violent, while at 
other times he droops, and is so absent that he seems 
to forget not only all about him, but himself, 

They were both exceedingly civil to me, and dear 
Sir Joshua is so pleasant, so easy, so comfortable, that 
1 never was +0 Jittle constrained in a first meeting with 
people who I saw came to wneet ine, 

After dinner Mr. Jackson undertook to teach us all 
how to write with our left hands. Some succeeded, 
aud some failed; but both he and Mr. West wrote 
nothing but my name, I tried, and would have written 
Sir Joshua, but it was illegible, and 1 tore the paper; 
Mr. Jackson was very vehement to get it from me. 

“I have done the worst,” cried I, ‘* and I don't like 
disgracing myself.” 

“Pho!” cried he, just with the energy and freedom 
of Mr. Young, ‘‘let me see it at once; do you think 
you can do any thing with your left hand that will 
lessen the credit of what you bave done with your 
right?” 

This, however, was all that was hinted to me upon 
that subject by him. I had afterwards one slight touch 
from Mr. West, but the occasion was so tempting I 
could not possibly wonder at him. Sir Joshua had two 
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snuff-boxes in use, a gold and a tin one; 1 examined 
them, and asked why he made use of such a vile 
and shabby tin one. 

** Why,” said he laughing, ‘becanse I naturally 
love a little of the blackguard. Ay, and so do you 
too, little as you look as if you did, and all the people 
all day long are seying, where can you have seen 
such company as you treat us with?” 

“Why you have seen such, Sir Joshua,” said Mr. 
West, taking up the tin snuff-box, “ for this box you 
Toust certainly have picked up at Briggs’s sale.” 

You may believe I was eager enough now to call 
new subject; and Sir Joshas, though he loves a little 
passing speech or two upon this matter, never insists 
upon keeping it up, but the minute he sees he has 
made me look about me or lovk foolish, he is moxt 
good-naturedly ready to give it up. 

But how, my dearest Susy, can you wish any wishes 
about Sir Joshua and me? .A nan who has had two 
shakes of the palsy! What misery should I suffer 
if I were only his niece, from a terror of a fatal re~ 
petition of such o shock! I would not run volun- 
tarily into such a state of perpetual apprehension for 
the wealth of the East. Wealth, indeed, per se, I 
never too much valued, and my acquaintance with its 
possessors has by no means increased my veneration 
for it. 

Sir Joshua has a plan iv consideration for instituting 
a jubilee in honour of Raphael, who, this Easter, will 
have been dead 300 years. Ile is not yet determined 
what ceremonies to have performed, but he charged me 
to set my “little brain” to work in thinking for him, 
and said he should insiet upon my assistance. 

I hed afterwards a whispering conversation with 
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Mrs. Reynolds, which nade me laugh, from her ex- 
cessive oddness and absurdity. It began rbout Ches- 
ington. She expressed her wonder how I could have 
passed so much time there. [ assured her that with 
my own will i should pass much more time there, as I 
know no place where I had liad more, if so much, 
happiness. 

“* Well, bless me!” cried she, holding up her hands, 
“and all this variety comes from unly one man! That's 
etrange indeed, for, by what } can make out, there's 
nothing but that one Mr. Quip there!” 

“Mr, Crigp,” said 1, “is, mdecd, the only man, but 
there are also two ladies, vers dear friends of mine, 
who live there constantly.” 

“What! and they neither of them married thet 
Mr.—that sane gentleman ?” 

‘* No, they never married any body ; they are single, 
and 20 is he.” 

“Well, but if he is so michty ayreeable,” said she, 
holdiug her finger up to her nose most significantly, 
~*ean you tell me how it comes to pass he should never 
have got a wife in all this time ?” 

There was no auswering thie but by grinning; but 
I thought how my dear Kitty would again have called 
her the old sifter. 

She afterwards told me of divers most ridiculous 
distresses she had been in with Mrs. Montagu and 
Mrs, Ord. 

“IT had the most unfortunate thing in the world 
happen to me,” she said, “ about Mrs. Moutagu, and 
Talways am in some distress or misfortune with that 
lady. She did me the honour to invite me to dine with 
her last week,—and I am sure there is nobody in the 
world can be more obliged to Mrs. Montagu for taking 
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such notice of any body ;—but just when the day came 
I was eo unlucky as to be ill, and that, you know, 
made it quite improper to go to dine with Mrs. Mon- 
tagu, for fear of any disagreeable consequences. So 
this vexed me very much, for I had nobody to send to 
her that was proper to appear before Mrs. Montagt : 
for, to own the truth, you must know I have no servant 
but a maid, and I could not think of sending soch a 
person to Mrs. Montagu. So I thought it best to 
send a chairman, and to tell him only to ring at the 
Dell, and to wait for no answer; because then the 
porter might tell Mrs. Montagu my servaut brought 
the note, for the porter could not tell but he might be 
my servant. But my maid was so stupid, she took the 
shilling I gave her for the chairman, and went to a 
green-shop, and bid the woman send somebody with 
the note, and she left the shilling with her; so the 
green-woman, I enppose, thought she might keep the 
shilling, and imetead of sending e chairnan she sent 
her own errand-girl; and she was all dirt and rags. 
Bat this is not all; for, wheu the girl got to the house, 
nothing would serve her but she would give the note 
to Mrs. Montagu, and wait for an answer; so then, 
you know, Mrs. Montagu saw this ragged green-shop 
girl. I was never so shocked in my life, for when she 
brought me back the note I knew at once how it all 
was. Only think what a mortification, to have Mrs. 
Montagu see such a person as that! She must think 
it very odd of me indeed to send a green-shop girl to 
such a house as hers!” 

Now for a distress equally grievous with Mrs. Ord :— 

“You must know Mrs. Ord called on me the other 
day when I did not happen to be dressed; so I hada 
very pretty sort of a bed-gown, like a jacket, hanging 
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at the fire, and I bad on a petticoat, with a border on 
it of the same pattern ; but the hed-gowu I thought was 
damp, and I was in a hurry to go down to Mrs. Ord, 
£0 I would not stay to dry it, but went down in another 
hed-gown, and put my cloak on. But only think what 
Mrs. Ord must think of it, for 1 have since thought 
she must suppose I had no gown on at all, for you 
must know my cloak was so long it only shewed the 
petticoat.” 

Tf this makes you grin as it did me, you will be glad 
of another specimen of her sorrows :— 

“T am always,” said she, “out of luck with Mrs. 
Ord; for another time when she came there hep- 
pened to be a great slop on the table; so, while the 
maid was going to the door, I took up a rag that I 
had been wipiug my pencils with, for I had been paint- 
ing, and I wiped the table; but as she got up-stairs 
before I lad put it away, I popped a white handker- 
chief upon it. However, while we were talking, I 
thought my handkerchief looked like a litter upon the 
table, and, thinks I, Mrs. Ord will think it very untidy, 
tor she is oll neatness, so I whisked it into my pocket; 
but I quite forgot the rag with the paint on it. So, 
when she was gone,—bless me!—there I saw it was 
sticking ont of wy pocket, in full sight. Only think 
what @ slut Mrs. Ord must think me, to put a dish- 
elout in my pocket!” 

I had several stories of the same sort, and J fear I 
have lost all reputation with her for dignity, a¢ I 
jJaughed immoderately at her disasters. 

Drccmesr 291a.—In the morning called Pacchi- 
erotti, rather in better spirits, but sti! looking very ill. 
I did not dare mention Lady Clarges, though 1 much 
w.shed to have gathered some infurmation, i: order to 


222 DIARY AND LETTERS [Paar ¥. 


have sent it to you; but he is now so depressed by the 
lose of his friend, that he cannot, without a sadness too 
touch well to endare, talk or think of him. 

Mospay, Dec. 30rs.—I spent all the morning at 
my aunt's. In the evening | went, hy appointment, to 
‘Mrs, Chapone, where 1 met Mr. and Mrs. Pepys. Mr. 
and Mrs. Muleo, and Mr. Burrows and his old maiden 
sister. We had rather a hum-drumevening. I cannot 
ring myself to be well enough acqnainted with this 
set to try at enlivening it, because I cannot help being 
half efraid of them; otherwise, a little rattling would 
prodigiously mend matters, and, though they might stare 
a little, I am sure they would like it, 

Mrs. Chapone shewed me a head of Mrs. Delany; 
T admired it much ; there looks much benevolence and 
sense in it. 

+“T am glad,” said I, “to see even thus much of 
her.” 

*«T hope, then,” said Mrs. Chapone, ‘ you will give 
me the pleasure of introducing you to know more of 
Ler.” 

Touxapay, Dxc. 31st. went this morning with my 
dear father to Sir John Ashton Lever’s, where we could 
not but be entertained. Sir Ashton came and talked 
to us agood while. He may be an admirable naturalist, 
but I think if in other matters you leave the ist out, 
you will not much wrong him. He Jooks full sixty 
years old, yet he had dressed not only two young men, 
but himself, in a green jacket, a round hat, with green 
feathers, a bundle of arrows under one arm, and a 
bow in the other, and thus, accoutred as a forester, 
‘he pranced about; while the younger fools, who were in 
the same garb, kept running to and fro in the garden, 
carefully contriving to shoot at some mark, just as any 
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of the company appeared at any of the windows. After 
such a specimen of his actions, you will excuse me if ] 
give you none of his conversation. 

‘We met with Mr. Nollekens and Mise Welsh. 

As soon as I came home I wenf to Mrs. Thrale’s, 
where I bargained for having nobody admitted, and I 
stayed till eleven o’clock, spending as quietly, sociable 
a day as I could wish. Unt I was much vexed 1 had 
not returned somewhat sooner when I heard thet young: 
Mr. Cambridge had been here, just arrived from Ches- 
ington. I would have given the world to have heard 
his immediate account of what had passed, and whether 
the place and people had answered his expectations. 
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PART VL 
1783. 


Wapnzsnarx, Jan. Ist, 1783.—This was one of ny 
quiet days at home, upon the new construction I men- 
tioned to you. Pacchierotti called for a few minutes in 
the morniug, to wish us a happy new year, and desired 
I would not forget making his compliments to Mrs. 
Phillips upon such an account. 

Tsunrspar.—lI again spent at home. 

Farmar, Jax. 3p, Was a very busy day. In the 
morning there was a grand rehearssl of a new serious 
opera. Mrs. Fitzgerald had engaged to go with me, 
but sent me suddenly an excuse. 1, therefore, wrote 
to ask Mrs. Ord, for she had said she should like ita 
few days before. She sent me a very kind answer, 
and called for me at twelve o'clock. 

We got into a very good box, though so much in the 
dark that Pacchierotti did not know me. There was 
very little company. The famous old dilettanfe, Mre. 
French, was in the next box to ours, and put her head 
in to ask if I was not ‘‘ Miss Mee?” Mrs. Ord had a 
good mind to answer no, Miss B. However, when I 
told her of her mistake, she entered, nevertheless, into 
chat, asking my opinion of the opera, and what was 
the story, and the new singer, Carnevale, &c. 

The opera is called ‘* Cimeue,” and the story is 
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the “Cid.” The music Bertoni’s, Some is very 
pretty, some very trite, and a good many passages bor- 
rowed from Sacchini. Many things, however, in the 
scheme of the opera were, to me, quite new. The 
duet they begin and end together, without one solo bit 
for either singer. It is extremely pretty, and if Pozzi 
had the upper part would have been beautiful. The 
conclusion is a loug historic finale, euch os we have 
been only used to in comic operas; and just before the 
last chorus Pacchierotti has a solo air, accompanied 
by the mandoline, which hes a mighty pretty effect ; 
but, not being expected, John Bull did not know 
whether it would be right or not to approve it, and, 
therefore, instead of applauding, the folks only looked 
at one another, 

The new singer, Carnevale, has 2 loud, violent voice, 
very harsh and unpleasing, and as little manageable or 
flexible as if she had sung ali her life merely by ear, 
and without teaching of any sort. She has all the 
abilities to be a great einger, and she is worse than any 
little one. Pacchierotti’s first song is a sweet mezza 
bravura, or swect, at least, he made it, with the «ame 
words Millico had, ‘Placa lo sdegno, O cara.” Ilis 
second is “una vera cantabile.” Oh, such singing!— 
£0 elegant!—so dignified !—so chaste !—so polished! 
I never hear him sing without wishing for you, who 
only feel his singing as my father and I do; for my 
father scems more and more delighted with it every 
time he hears him. 

Farpay, 4ra Jax.—We had an invited party at 
home, both for dinner and the evening. The occasion 
was in honour of Dr. Parr, of Norwich, Mr. Twining’s 
friend ; and who has been very kind about our Charlce. 
He had been asked to dinner, to mect Dr. Johnson, 
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‘but could not come till the evening. Mr. Seward and 
Mr, Sastres came early. Charles, also, came from Chis- 
wick, 

Dr, Johnson came so very late, that we had all given 
him up: he was, however, very ill, and only from an 
extreme of kindness did he come at all. When I went 
up to him, to teli how sorry I was to find him so un- 
well,— 

Ab!" he cried, taking my hand and kissing it, 
“<¢-who shall ail any thing when ‘Cecilia’ is ro near? 
Yet you do vot think how poorly J am! 

This was quite melancholy, and all dinner time he 
hardly opened his mouth but to repeat to me,—‘‘Ah! 
you little know how ill I am.” He was excessively 
kind to we, in spite of al! his pain, and indeed I was so 
sorry for tm, that I conld talk no more than himself. 
All our comfort was from Mr. Seward, who enlivened 
us as much as he possibly could by his puns and his 
sport. But poor Dr. John<on was so ill, that after 
dinner he went home. 

Very vorly in the evening came Mrs. Fitzgerald, 
who has all her life been dymg to see Dr, Johnson, aud 
who, I ain sure, was extremely disappointed in missing 
him. Soon after came Mrs. Ord, who was less pro- 
voked, because her curiosity has often been gratified. 
Then came young Mr. Cambridge, who had had the 
anme intlucement sent him. Charles also came, and 
Mr. P-—— the only accidental caller-in of the party. 

My fathec now came up to me, followed by Dr. 
Parr, and said,— 

“ Fanny, Dr. Parr wishes to be introduced to you.” 

I got up, and made my reverence. 

“Dr. Parr,” said my father, “ gives us hopes of 


seeing Mr. Twining this year.” 
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“If Miss Burney,” cried the Doctor, “would write 
to him, success would be certain. I am sure he could 
resist nothing from her hand. Tell him he must come 
and see Mrs. Siddons.”” 

“ Ay,” said my father, “ and hear Pacechierotti.” 

“ Whatever Miss Burney tells him, will do—one 
line from her would do. And if she makes use even of 
any false pretences, as they will be for -o good a pur- 
pose, I will absolve her.” 

I hate, even in jest, this loose morality from a cler- 
gyman. I only curtsied, and so forth, but attempted 
no answer; and he grew tired, and went on with my 
father and Mr. Seward. 

Mr. Cambridge then ashed me concerning this Mr. 
Twining, and I gave him a little history of his cha- 
racter, but not so auimated a one ay of my Daddy, lest 
he should order his horse, aud set off for Colchester. 
His enthusiasm for any thing he supposes admirable 
would never have stopped short of such an expedition. 
We then went on chatting ubout Mrs. Siddons, Mr. 
Garrick, Dr. Johnson, und sundries, till Mre. Ord 
broke up the party by taking leave. Mrs. Fitzgerald, 
too, went at the same time. 

Mr. P——, at last, spied me ont, and came squinying 
up to ime. His eyes are smaller than ever, aud he is 
more blind than ever, and he pokes his nove more into 
one’s face than ever. Mire. Fitzgerald could not look 
at him without burstiug into an almost borse laugh ; 
which really msde me hardly able to speak to him: 
‘but he talked to me with his usual prolifie powers of 
entertainment. Dr. Parr, Mr. Seward, my father, and 
Mr. Sastres kept in a clump. 

a *. a = . 


Young Mr. Cambridge need not complain of my 
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tacitururty, whatever his father may do. Who, indeed, 
of all my new acquaintances, has so well understood 
me? The revtall talh of “‘ Evelina” and “ Ceciha,” and 
turn every other word into some comphment; while he 
tulks of Chesington, or Captain Pinllps, and pays me, 
not even by mmplication, any compliments at all. He 
neither looks at me with any euriosity, nor speaks to 
me with any a of capectation, tno most insufferable 
honours, which I am contimually recersing, He 18 
very properly conscious he has at least as much to say 
as to hear, and he 18 above affecting & ndiculous defer- 
ence to which he feels I have no clam. If 1 met with 
more folks who would talk to me upon such 1ational 
termy,—considermg, like him, their own digmty of full 
ab much value as my ladyship’s vanity,—with how infi- 
mitely more ease and pleasure should J make one in 
those conversations ! 

Darvepay.—I made vieits thi. morning to Miss 
E-——— and Mrs. Chapone, and found only the last at 
home; but as she was not only last, but bist, it ac- 
corded extremely well with my wishes. I then went 
on to Mrs, Thrale, with whom I spent the day—always 
with all my heart. 

Monp1ix.— Mrs, Fitzgerald cailed for we m the 
nrorning, to go to the list rehearsal of “Cimene.” I 
have nothing new to say about it. Mr. Iitzgerald 
brought Pacchnerott, for a few moments, nto our box. 
He was not in spmts, but could not help singing 
aweetly. 

Av we were coming out of the Opera house, just at 
the door leading to the Haymarket, I saw the two Miss 
Bulls. Lady Mary Duncau, whom they had been wath, 
had gone on. Mass Catherine Bull accidentally looked 
round, and, thinking now or never to put an end to the 
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awkwardness of our acquaintance and uo acquaintance, 
I ventored to instantly curtsy, though rather uncer- 
tain whether I was known. Miss Catherine returned 
my Teverence with mach aolacrity, and moet eagerly 
called after her sister, —‘‘Sister! sister! here's Miss 
Burney!” Miss Bull came back, and more curtsies 
followed. Miss Catherine Bull then began a most warm 
éloge of Pacchierotti. 

“I hope,” cried she, “the new opera will be ap- 
plauded !~If Pacchierotti ix not applauded, I shall die! 
He is so unhappy about it!” 

*« It is very unfortunate,” snid 1, “ that even those 
friends he hay made, suull as the number is to what I 
wish it, he is not conscious that hy possesses: for they 
are, in general, the most quict aud attentive part of the 
audience, and though they listen to him with as much 
pleasure as we du, they hardly think of applauding 
him; and therefore he conclades they do not like him.” 

“Yes,” cried Miss Catherine, “and one way talk 
one’s self out of breath before he will helieve one, when 
one tells him how many people admire him.” 

Mrs, Fitzgerald then made me go with her to Cos- 
way's, to see her little girl's picture. I saw also 
some sweet things there, especially » miniature of the 
Duchess of Rutland, that is heauty itself. I passed the 
rest of the day chez nous. 

Tvxsnay.—1 was all the morning with Mrs. Thrale, 
and then went with my father to dinner at Mrs. Ord’s. 
‘We met the Denoyers, and Jonas Hanway, the old 
traveller. He is very loquacious, extremely fond or 
talking of what he has seeu and heard, and would be 
very entertaining, were he less addicted to retail anec- 
dotes and reports from newspapers. Mr. Selwyn also 
was there. 
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Taunspay.—Again at home, though Mrs. Thrale 
came to me to offer me a place in her eide-box, to see 
Mrs. Siddons in “‘ Belvidera.” I could refuse that 
without offence, though not without surprise, as it was 
so generally a desirable thing, that it shewed how 
much I really and sincerely coveted a little respite 
from dress and hustle. I had, however, seen and been 
half killed by Mrs. Siddons in “ Belvidera,” or 1 could 
not have been so heroic in my domesticity. 

Farpay.—Agein at home, but not alone, for we had 
visitors all day. Mr. Jackson, of Exeter, came in the 
Morning, and brought, as he had begged leave to do, 
his danghter. She seems sensible, but she is rather 
conceited, and fond of talking, and talking as if well 
satisfied she deserved hearers, 

Before they went came Miss Streatfield, looking 
pale, but very elegant and pretty. She was in high 
spirits, and I hope has some reason. She made, at 
least, speeches that provoked such surmises. When 
the Jacksons went,— 

“That,” said I, “is the celebrated Jackson of 
Exeter; I dare say you would like him if you knew 
him.” 

“« I dare eay I should,” cried she, simpering, “for he 
has the two requisites for me,—he is tall and thin.” 

To be surc, this did nut at all call for raillery! Dr. 
Vyse has always been distinguished by those two epi- 
thets, I said, however, nothing, as my mother was 
present; but she would not let my looks pass un- 
noticed. 

“Oh!” cried she, “bow wicked you lookt—No 
need of secing Mrs. Siddons, for expression! — How- 
ever, you know how much that is my taste, — tall and 
thin !—but you don’t know how apropos it is just now!” 
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She was here interrupted by the entrance of young 
Mr. Cambridge, who then came into the room. 

He had a good deal of talk with Miss Streatfield 
about her darling Bishop of Chester, at whoso house 
he has often met her. She talked of him with her 
usual warmth of passionate admiration, and he praised 
him very much also, and said,— 

**I know no house where conversation is so well 
understood as the Bishop of Chester’s,— except this,— 
where, from the little 1 have scen —and much more J 
hope to see—I think it is more pleasantly and desirably 
managed than any where.” 

Frrpay.—Mr. Jackson and his danghters came to 
tea in the evening, and Miss Mathias, as a visitor of 
Charlotte’s. Mr, Jackson, unfortunatcly, waa in one 
of his gloomy humours, and would not talk with my 
mother; as to me, 1 never hardly, when the party is 
so small, can talk with any comfort or spirit. I gave 
the evening wholly, therefore, to Miss Jackson, who 
could give me back nothing in payment, but that I 
had merely done what was fittitig to do. 

I made a visit to poor Dr. Johnson. to inquire after 
his health. I found him better, yet extremely far from 
well. One thing, however, gave me infinite satisfac- 
tion, He was 30 good 2s to ask me after Charles, ands 
said, “1 shail be glad to see him; pray tell him to 
call upon me.” J thanked him very much, and said 
how proud he would be of such a permission. 

‘«[ should be glad,” said he, still more kindly, “to 
see him, if he were not your brother; but were he a 
dog, a eat, a rat, a frog, and belonged to you, I must 
needs be glad to sce him!” 

Mr. Seward has sent me a proof plate, upon silver 
paper, of an extremely fine impression of this dear 
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Doctor, 2 mezzotinto, by Doughty, from Sir Joshua's 
picture, and a very pretty note to beg my acceptance 
of it. I am much obliged to him, and very glad to 
have it, 

Sarvepay, Jax. 1lrn.—I went early to my dear 
Mrs. Thrale’s to speud the whole day with her, which 
I did most comfortably, and nobody was Jet in. In 
the evening, as I had Mrs. Crewe’s ticket, J went 
with her and Miss Thrale into the pit at the Opera. It 
was Medonte. Pacchierotti was charmingly in voice, 
and we sat near the orchestra, aud 1 heard him to all 
possible advantage. 

In our way we passed through the coffee-room, 
‘There we were recognised by Mr. J——. He was very 
civil, aud soon nfter we had taken our places, Mrs. 
Thrale being between her daughter and me, he took 
the outward scat ueat to mine, where he sat during 
the whole opera. He is affected and dainty, but he 
knows music very well, ond i» passionately an ad- 
tiirer of Pacchierotti, which made me very glad of 
having him m my neighbourhood, A gentleman, tou, 
of hie acquaintance, who sat between us, war quite a 
vehement wmirer of the «weet Pac’s., yet I observed 
that neither of them gave him any applause,—sv indo- 

gleut people are even in their pleasures. 

Mr. J. , though he talked to me very much, never 
did it while the Pac. was singing, or while any thing 
else wa» going forward that wa» worth attention. 

“ Have you read,” he said, “the new book that has 
had such a run in France, ‘ Les liaisons dangéreuses?’” 

**No,” answered I, not much pleased at the name, 
I have not even heard of it.” 

«Indeed !—it has made so much noise in France I 
@m quite surprised at that. It is not, indeed, a work 
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that recommends very strict morality: but you, we all 
know, may look into any work without being hurt 
by it.” 

I felt hurt then, however, and ver} gravely an- 
swered,— 

“T cannot give myself that praise, a» 1 never looh 
into any books that could hart me. 

He bowed, and smiled, and said, that was “very 
Tight,” and added,— 

“This book was written by an officer; and he says, 
there are uo characters nor situations in it that he ha~ 
not himself een,” 

‘That, then,” cried I, “will with mc always be a 
reason to a» little desire seeing the officer us his 
book.” 

He looked u httle simple at this, but pretended to 
approve it very much, However, I fancy it will save 
him the trouble of mguiring into my readings any 
more. [ wa» really provoked with him, however, aud 
though he was most ohseqmously civil to me, I only 
spoke to him m answer, after tis little dialogue. 

‘When the opera was over, he took leave of us to go 
into some better place, I fancy, for seeing a new dance, 
which was to follow. But I was very much surprised, 
when, while | wa» speaking to Mrs. Thrale, n voice 
said, ‘‘ How do you do, Wiss Burney?” and turning 
about, I saw Mr. J~—'s place had been taken by Mr. 
George Cambridge. You my casily believe 1 wa» not 
sorry at the change. I Ikke him, indeed, extremely. 
He is both elegant and sensible, and almost all the 
other folks I meet deserve, at best, but one of those 
epithets, 

‘When the dance was over, he joined some other 
ladies, and we met with my father, and Harry Cotton, 
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and proceeded to the coffee-room. It was, however, s0 
crowded, we could not make way to the door. 

Among the fine folks was Lady Archer, whom I had 
never before seen so near: and, notwithstanding all her 
most unnatural cake of white and red, her features 
were so perfect and so lovely, I could not help saying,— 

“What pity so much beauty should be thrown 
away!" 

Beauty” repeated H. Cotton, “ if any there be, I 
must own it lies too deep for me to see it,” 

I went to-day to Lady H’s,, who has been here. She 
looks extremely ill, and is very ill; und Miss C. looked 
extremely ugly, and is very ugly ; and the other Misses 
looked extremely affected and conceited, and are affected 
end conceited: so looks and facts were well suited. 

I then called on Mrs. Fitzgerald, and had a hearty 
and robust halloo with her, comically in contrast with 
the languor I had just left, and then came home, where 
I stayed with my mother the rest of the day. 

Monpays, Jan. 1378.—This proved, and uvexpect- 
edly, « very agreeable day to me. I went with my 
father to dine at Mrs. Walsinghai's, where I only 
went 60 woou again becau-e he wished it, but where I 
passed my time extremely well. The party was small, 
—Dr. Warton, Mr. T. Warton, Mr. Pepys, Mr. Mon- 
taga, Mr. Walker the lecturer, and my dear Sir Jo- 
shua Reynolds, with my father, were all the nen; and 
Mra. Montagu was the only other female besides myself. 

Dr. Warton made me a most obsequious bow ; I had 
been introduced to him, by Sir Joshua, at Mrs. Chol- 
mondeley’s. He is what Dr. Johnson calls a rapturist, 
and I saw plainly he meant to pour forth much civility 
into my ears, by his looks, anf watching for opportu- 
nities to speak to me: I so much, however, dread such 
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attacks, that every time I met his eye, I turned another 
way, with zo frigid a countenance, that he gave up his 
design. He is a very communicative, gay, and plea- 
sant converser, and enlivened the whole day by his 
readiness upon all subjects. 

Mr. Tom Warton, the poetry historiographer, looks 
unformed in his manners, and awkward in his gestures. 
He joined not one word in the general talk, and, but for 
my father, who was his neighbour at dinner, and entered 
into a ¢éte-d-téte conversation with him, he jould 
never have opencd his mouth after the removal of the 
second course, 

Mr. Montagu is Mrs. Moutagu’s nephew, and 
adopted sou. He i» young, and well enough look- 
ing, has au uncommon wemory for all he has read, 
is extremely civil in his belaviour, and seems ex- 
tremely well-formed in his mind, both with respect 
to literature, and to principle. Ie affects, however, 
talking Freuch rather too much, and has a something 
finical in his manners, that, with me, much lessens 
their power of pleasing. 

Mr. Walker, though modest in science, is vulgar 
in conversation. The rest I have nothing new to 
say about. 

I was placed at dinner between Sir Joshua and Mr. 
Montagu. 1 lad a great deal of exceeding comfort- 
able and ensy chat with Sir Joshua, as I always have, 
which makes his very sight enliven me in sll these 
places. I had intended not speaking at all with Mr. Mon- 
tagu, as I thought him so fine ; but he was so very civil, 
and so perpetually addressed me, that before dinner was 
over we seemed quite well acquainted. 

When we left the gentlemen, Mra. Montagu and 
Mrs. Walsingham began a conversation upon Lady 
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Charlotte Finch’s late excursion to Spaiu, and then 
talked upon foreign places and foreign people with 
much spirit and entertainment. When the gentlemen 
joined us, the same subject continued, and was ex- 
tremely well treated. Mrs. Montazu was particularly 
cheerful, and suid many very good things. Indeed, 
nothing was said that deserved not attention. 

Once, however, I was a little startled: the conversa- 
tion, by degrces, fell upon books, and every body 
agreed that Sir Roger de Coverley was, perhaps, the 
first character ever drawn, for perfection of deline- 
ation. 

“But I cannot help suspecting,” said Dr. Warton, 
“it is taken from the life, as there are certain traits in 
it too excellent to have been merely invented: parti- 
cularly that singularity, that wherever he visited he 
always talked to the servants the whole way he went 
up stairs.” 

Mr. Montagn here arose, and walking round to the 
back of my chair, said, in a whisper, — 

“Mise Burney, pray how is this? must a character, 
to be excellent, be drawn from the life? I beg you 
would tell me?” 

Malicious enough, this! 

“©O,” answered I, as easily as I could, “ unless we 
knew what characters are, and what are not, drawn 
from the life, ’tis impossible to decide.” 

Tuzspar.—I spent at Mrs. Thrale’s all the after- 
noon, but had two engagements for the evening; one 
with Mrs. Ord, who had written me the finest of pane- 
gytics from Soame Jenyns, who had charged her to 
contrive a meeting for him, and she begged to sec me 
on Saturday. I had no heartdor such an encounter, 
and sent an excuse. She then insisted upon sceing 
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me, and, when I went, declared I should fix my own 
day, aud shewed me Mr.Jenyns’ notes upon the subject, 
all expressing his violent impatience for the interview. 
I was obliged to agree for Friday; but indeed with no 
good will, for 1 am not at all equal to such formal en- 
gagements. If I had met him accidentally I should 
have been much pleased ; but arranging @ meeting, pro- 
feasedly to hear his compliments, nothing in the world 
but au inability of resisting Mrs. Ord’s importunity 
should have made me consent to. 

Mrs. Carter was with her. I could not, however, 
stay, though so quiet a trio would much better have 
suited me. 

We had a note to day from Hetty, who is just re- 
turned from Farnham, with a request from the Bishop 
of Wischester and Mrs. North that they might come 
here to tea the next day. Mrs. North has long made 
advances to me of acquaintance; however, Iletty wrote 
me word froin Farnham, that she said she saw I shirked 
her, but she was determined to conquer me, if human 
powers could do it. 

My dear father was delighted, and readily agreed to 
their coming. He would have had nobody invited to 
meet them; but my mother, of her own accord, and 
without telling him, sent to invite Mr. George Cam- 
bridge, whose civility to her has won her heart, and 
most especially his bringing her the print of Mrs, 
Siddons. 

‘They came very early, the Bishop, Mrs, North, Mr, 
Burney, and Hetty; who had dinod with them, Mrs, 
North apologised, with an easy geiety, to my mother, 
for the liberty she had taken, and then bid Hetty intro- 
duce her to Charlotte and me. She spoke to me at 
once with a freedom and facetiousness which she meant 
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to inspire me with the same, and make me shake off 
the shyness she had heard belonged to me with stran- 
gers; but her flightiness, like that of Mrs. Cholmon- 
deley, which it a good deal resembled, only served to 
make me feel foolish, and wish her to address some- 
body else. The Bishop was quiet and gentle, and 
talked only with my father. 

I was sitting by myself upon the sofa, when Hetty, 
crossing over to me, said,— 

“* Mrs. North declares she sees you are going into a 
lethargy, and she has sent ine to rouse you.” 

Mrs. North then followed herself, and began a vehe- 
ment charge to me not to be formal. She reproached 
me, with great good humour, for so long shirking her 
acquaintance ; said she was sure I had conceived an 
aversion to her, but gave me her word | should like 
the Bishop of all things. Then calling him up to us, 
she said, — 

“Did not I tell you as we came along that 1 knew 
she would like you vastly, and me not at all?” 

“1 beg your pardon,” cried 1, ‘* but perhaps I may 
be less afraid of the Bishop fiom expecting less of his 
notice.” 

** There now—that’s abominable! She’s afraid of 
me, and not of you.” 

** Because I,” cried the Bishop, ‘am afraid of her, 
that’s all.” 

My mother now summoned them to look at Mrs. 
Siddons’ print, and 1 was glad of the opportunity to 
remove, as this rattling requires more intimacy and 
congeniality to make it to me pleasant. 

Mrs. North, being satisfied with the print, again 
placed me next her on the sofa. She shewed us alla 
very beautiful bouquet, half natural and half artificial, 
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and then, taking it ont of her bosom, she insisted upon 
fastening it in mine; and when I would have declined 
it, cried out,— 

**Come, you little toad, don't be absurd. Let me 
fix it for you at once.” 

And afterwards, when I did not instantly understand 
some queer speech she made, and which might be taken 
meny ways, she exclaimed, — 

“Come, now, don’t be dali!” 

‘When they were taking leave, Monday was fixed 
upon for all of us but my mother, sho was allowed to 
excuse herself, to dine at the Bishop's, [ was engaged 
in the evening to an assembly at Mrs. Thrale’s. 

Tatnspay.—This morning we had e visit from the 
elder Mr. Cambridge. { cannot, however, be at all 
easy with the father, though 1 admire him more and 
more, and think al} that is formal in him wears off 
upou acquaintance, and ali thet is pleasant grows more 
and more conspicuous. But he behaves to me with a 
kind uf deference that kills me; he listens to what I 
say, 2 you would listen to Dr. Johnson, and leans 
forwerd with an sir of respect that, from # man euch 
as him, half petrifies me; for what upon earth could 1 
find to say that would answer high-raised capectations 
from Mr. Cambridge! I feel with him as I did with 
Mr. Burhe—an admiration that makes me delighted to 
hear him; but that makes me, at the same time, dread 
to hear inyself. If they took less notice of me, I should 
do better. 

He told us he had had great pleasure in seeing again 
his old acquaintance Mr. Crisp,— 

“But for Mn. Phillips,” he eried, ‘I am in love 
with her—I want to 2warry her—I never was so much 
charmed in so short n time before.” 

VOL. 1. r 
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E believe I did look a little more et my ease when he 
said this, His praise of my Susy is worth having; and 
he spoke it with a warmth and pleasure that made me 
almost long to embrace him. I think that would have 
put an end to this distance I complain of pretty com- 
pletely. 

Feipar.—Now for this grand interview with Soame 
Jenyns. I went with my dear father, who was quite 
enchanted at the affair. Dear soul, how he feeds upon 
all that brings fame to Cecilia! his eagerness upon 
this subject, and his pleasure in it, are truly enthusi- 
astic, and, I think, rather increase by fulness than 
grow satiated. 

We were late; there was a good deal of company, 
uot in groups, nor yet in a circle, bat seated square 
round the room, in order following,—Miss Ellerker, 
Mrs, Soame Jenyns, Mrs. Thrale, her daughter, Mre, 
Buller, Mr. Cambridge, sen., Mr. Soame Jenyns, Mr. 
Selwin, Mr. Cambridge, jun., Miss Burgoyne, a lady 
or two I knew not, and three or four men. 

Mrs. Ord almost ran to the door to receive us, and. 
every creature of this company, contrary to all present 
custom in large meetings, stood up. 

“Why hare you been so late?” cried Mrs. Ord; 
‘*we have been waiting for you this hour. I was 
afraid there was some mistake.” 

-* My father could not come sooner.” 

«« But why would not you let me send my coach for 
yout Mr. Soame Jenyns has been dying with im- 
patience; some of us thought you would not come; 
others thought it only coquetry; but come, let us 
repair the time as we can, and introduce you to one 
another without further delay.” 

You may believe how happy I felt at this “some 
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thought,” and “ others,” which instantly betrayed that 
every body was apprised they were to see this famous 
rencounter; and lest I should mark it leas, every body 
still stood up. 

Mr. Jenyns now, with all the speed in his power, 
hastened up to me, and began a long harangue of 
which I know hardly e word, upon the pleasure and 
favour, and honour, and what not, of meeting me, 
and upon the delight, and information, and amusement 
of reading “ Cecilia.” 

I made all possible reverences, and tried to get to a 
seat, bat Mrs. Ord, when | turned from him, took my 
hand, and leading me to the top of the room, pre- 
sented me to Mrs. Jenyns. Reverences were repeated 
here, in silence, however, so they did very well. I 
then hoped to escape to Mrs. Thrale, who held out her 
hand to me, pointing to a chair by her own, and 
saying,— 

“*Must I, too, make interest to be introduced to 
Miss Burncy t” 

This, however, was not allowed; Mrs. Ord again 
took my hand, and parading me to the sofa, said,— 

**Come, Miss Burney, and Jet me place you by 
Mrs. Buller.” 

Twas glad, by this time, to be placed any where, 
for not till then did the company seat themselves. 

Mr. Cambridge, sen. then came up to speak to me, 
but had hardly asked how I did before Mrs. Ord 
brought Mr. Jenyns .o me again, and made him my 
right-hand neighbour, saying,— 

“There! now 1 have pet yor “iirly together, I have 
done with you.” 

Mrs. Boller is tall ad elegant i1 her person; she 
is a fanious Greek scho'uz, a celebre*e'l traveller upon 


244 DIARY AND LEITTRs [Parr VI. 


the Continent to see cnstoms aud manners; and a 
woman every way singular, for her knowledge and 
enterprising way of life. 

Mr. Soame Jenyns then, thus called upon—could 
he do less ?—began an eulogy uurivailed, 1 think, for 
eatravagance of praise, All creation was open to me; 
no human being evar begun that book and had power 
to put it down: pathos, humonr, interest, moral—O 
Heasens! I heard, however, but the leading words ; 
though every body ele, the whole room being silent, 
doubtless heard how they huug together. Had I been 
carried to a theatre to hear an oration upou my own 
performances, I could hardly have felt more con- 
founded. 

I bowed my head during the first two or three 
sentences, by way of markmg that I thought them 
over; but over they were not the more. I then turned 
away, but I only met Mrs. Buller, who tooh up the 
panegyric where Mr. Jenyns stopped for breath. 

In short, the things that were said, with the attention 
of the whole company, would have drawu blushes into 
the cheeks of Agujari or Gurrich. I was almost upon 
the point of running away. 1 changed so often from 
hot to cold that | really felt myself in a fever and an 
ague. I never even attempted to speak to them, and 
T looked with ull the frigidity I possibly could, in 
hopes they wuuld tire of bestowing such honours on a 
subject 20 ungrateful. 

Oue moment I had hopes that Mr. G. Cambridge, 
in Christian charity, was coming to offer some inter- 
ruption ; for, when these speeches were in their height, 
he came and sate down on a chair immediately oppo- 
site Miss Thrale, and equally near, in profile, to mec ; 
bat he merely said, “1 hope Dr. Burney has not 
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wanted his pamphlet?” Even Mre. Thrale would not 
come near me, and told me afterwards it had been 
such a settled thing, before iny arrival, that I was to 
belong to Mr. Soame Jenyns, thet she did not dare, 

At length, however, the people, finding there was 
no chance of amusement from me, and naturally con- 
elnding Mr. Jenyns could say little more, bean to 
entertain themselves in a more general way; and then 
Mr, Cambridge, sen. entered into an argument with 
Mrs. Buller upon foreign customs opposed to English, 
and upon the diffienlty of getting good conversation, 
from the eternal intervention of politics or dissipa- 
tion. 

Mrs. Baller was clever ond spirited, but bold and 
decisive; Mr. Camlnidge was entertaming and well 
bred, and had all the right, 1 thought, on his side. FE 
had more rehef, however, than pleasure i the con- 
versation ; for my joy in Leing no longer the ohject of 
the company was such as not to leave me quite at 
liberty for attending to what was said. 

The moment they “ere gone, * Well, Miss Burney,” 
said Mrs. Ord, ‘ have you and Mr, Jenyns had a great 
dcal of conversation together?” 

“OQ yes, a great deal on my part!" 

“ Why you don’t look quite recovered from it yet — 
id not you like it?” 

“0 yer, it was perfectly agreeable to me!” 

“ Did he oppress you?” cried Mr. Cambridge, and 
then bezan a \ery warm: praise of him for his talents, 
wit, and understanding, lis knowledge, writings, and 
haomour. 

I should have been very ready to have joined with 
hin, had J not feared he meant an implied reproach 
to me, for not being more grateful for the praise of a 
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man such as he described. I am sorry he was present 
if that is the case; but the truth is, the evening was 
not merely disagreeable but painful to me. Jt became 
now, bowever, quite the contrary; Mr. Cambridge 
took the lead, and told some stories, that for humour 
and comicality I think unequalled. 

When we all broke up upon Mrs. and Miss Thrale’s 
going, Mr. George Cambridge, very good-naturedly, 
said to me,— 

“ How sorry I have been for you to-night!” 

“0, I shall take care how 1 come here again,” 
answered I; ‘‘I have often tied Mrs. Ord up to pro- 
mise I should find her alone, and I don’t much think 
T shall be in haste to come sguin without making the 
same agreement.” 

Mrs. Ord herself, then coming up to me, regretted 
that Mrs. Boscawen had becn at the house; but, 
though she came on purpose, could not stay my arrival, 
I was so late! I wished to have remonstrated against 
her making this silly interview thus public, and in- 
viting witnesses; but I saw she meant me e0 much 
kindness, that I had not courage to tell her how very 
utterly she had failed. J shall not, therefore, complain 
or scold, but only try to guard against any more such 
scenes in future. 

Even my father himself, fond as he is of this ado 
about “ Cecilia,” was sorry for me to-night, and said £ 
looked quite ill one time. 

Saturpar.—I felt so fagged with the preceding 
day's fuss, that I really wanted quieting and refitting. 
Mr. George Cambridge, in the morning, brought 
home my father’s pamphlet, and asked me how I did 
after Mr. Soame Jenyns. 

“O, pretty well, now!” cried 1, “ bat I must own 
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I most heartily wished myself at plain, quiet, sobi: 
Chesington the whole of the evening.” 

“* Well!” said he, “ you concealed your uneasiness 
extremely well, for my father never saw it. I eaw it, 
and was very much concerned at it; but when J men- 
tioned something of it to him thia morning, he was 
quite astonished.” 

“ T doubt not,” said I; “he only thought I received 
a great deal of honour.” 

“No, no, it was not that; but he has no idea of 
those sort of things. I am sorry, however, you saw 
Soame Jenyns to such disadvantage, for he is worth 
your knowing. His conversation is not flowing nor 
regular, but nobody has more wit in occasional eallies.” 

“Well, all my comfort was from Mr. Cambridge , 
when he began that argument with Mrs. Buller I was 
in heaven!” 

«* My father hates argument, too,” said he; “ it was 
a mere accident that he would enter into one, For 
any own part, I was quite »urry not to hear Soame 
Jenyns talk more.” 

“Were yout” quoth I, shaking my head a little 
piteously. 

“Not to you—I don’t mean to you,” cried he, 
laughing; “* but I assure you you would find him ex- 
tremely entertaining. However, was not Mrs. Ord 
herself, though she is a sweet woman, 2 little to blame? 
Nothing could be so natural as that Soame Jenyns, 
having himself so much humour, should have been 
charmed with ‘ Cecilia,’ and should wish to know 
you; butif there had not been so many people, or if 
there had been as many, and they had been set to 
conversing with one another, it might all have done 
very well.” 
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While he was here Pacchierotti called —very grave, 
but very sweet. Mr. G. C. asked if he spoke English, 

“<O, very well,” cried 1, “pray try him; he ix very 
amiable, and I fancy you will like him.” 

Pacchierotti began with complaining of the variable 
weather. 

*T cannot,” he said, “be well such an inconsistent 
day.” 

‘We laughed at the word “ inconsistent,” and Mr. 
Cambridge said,— 

“tis curious to see what new modes all languages 
may take in the hands of foreiguers. The natives dare 
not try such experiments; and, therefore, we all talk 
pretty much alike ; but a foreigner is obliged to hazard 
new expressions, and very often he shews us a force 
and power in our words, by an unusual adaptation of 
them, that we were not ourselves aware they would 
admit,” 

And then, ty draw Pacchierotti out, he began a 
dispute, of the different merits of Italy and England; 
defending his own country merely to make him abuse 
it; while Pacchierotti most eagerly took up the gaunt- 
Jet on the part of Italy. 

** This is a climate,” said Pacchierotti, “never in 
the same case for half an hour st a time; it shall be 
fair, and wet, and dry, and humid, forty times in a 
morning in the least. I am tired to be so played 
with, sir, by your climate.” 

“We have one thing, however, Mr. Pacchierotti,” 
he anewered, “which I hope you allow makes some 
amends, and that is our verdure ; in Italy you cannot 
boast that.” 

** But it seem to me, sir, to be of no utility so much 
ever-green ; is rather too mueh for my humble opinion.” 
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“And then your insects, Mr. Pacchierotti; those 
alone are a most dreadful drawback upon the comfort 
of youp fine climate.” 

“To Mr. Cambridge,” cried I, meaning his father, 
“Tam sure they would; for his aversion to insects is 
quite comical.” 

He wanted me to explain myself, bat [ dare not tell 
a story after Mr. Cambridge, especially to his son. 

“1 must own,” said Pacehicrotti, “Italy is rather 
‘lisagreeable for the insects; but is not better, sir, 
than an atmosphere so had as they cannot live in it!” 

“ Why, as i can’t defend our atmosphere, I muat 
shift my ground, and talk to you of our fires, which 
draw together society.” 

“0, indeed, good sir, your societies are not very 
invigorating! Twenty people of your gentlemen and 
ladies to sit about o fire, and nut to pronounce one 
word, is very dull !” 

‘We laughed heartily at thi. retort courteous, and 
Mr. G. C. was so much pleased with it, that he kept 
up @ sportive conversation witn him the whole time he 
stayed, much to my satisfaction; as most of the people 
the poor Pac. meets with here affect a superiority to 
conversing with him, though he has more intelligence, 
ay, and cultivation too, than half of them. 

The entrance of young Mr. Hoole, and afterwards of 
Mrs. Mecke, interrupted them, and Pacchierotti took 
leave. J then made his <loge to Mr. G. C., who said,— 

“Twas very glad fo meet with him; I had heard 
he applied very much to our language, and there is 
softness in his manner, and at the same time a spirit 
im his opiuions, extremely cugagiug, as well as en- 
tertaining.” 

Suxpay, Jay. 19.—And now for Mrs. Delany. I 
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spent onc hour with Mrs. Thrale, and then called for 
Mrs. Chapone, and we proceeded together to St. 
James’s Place. 

Mrs. Delany was alone in her drawing-room, which 
is entirely hung ronad with pictures of her own paint- 
ing, and ornaments of her own designing. She came 
to the door to receive us. She is still tall, though 
some of her height may be lost: not much, however, 
for she is remarkably upright. She has no remains of 
beauty in feature, but in countenance § never but once 
saw more, and that was in my sweet maternal grand- 
mother. Benevolence, softness, piety, and gentleness 
are all resident in her face; and the resemblance with 
which she struck me to my dear grandmother, in her 
first appearance, grew so much stronger from all that 
came from her mind, which seems to contain nothing 
but purity and native humility, that 1 almost longed 
to embrace her ; and I am sure if I had, the recollec- 
tion of that suint-like woman would have been so 
strong that I should never have refrained from erying 
over her. 

Mrs. Chapone presented me to her, and taking my 
hand, she said,— 

“You must pardon me if I give you an old-fashioned 
reception, for I know nothing new.” 

And she saluted me. I did not, as with Mrs. Wal- 
singham, retreat from her. 

“Can you forgive, Miss Burney,” she continued, 
“this great liberty I have taken with you, of asking 
for your company to dinner? J wished so impatiently 
to see one from whom I have received such extraor- 
dinary pleasure, that, as I could not be alone -this 
morning, 1 could not bear to put it off to another day ; 
and, if you had been so good to come in the evening, 
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I might, perhaps, have had company; and I hear so 
il that 1 cannot, as J wish to do, attend to more than 
one at a time; for age makes me stupid even more 
than I am by nature; and how grieved and mortified 
I must have been to know I bad Miss Burney in the 
room, and not to hear her!” 

She then mentioned her regret that we could not 
stay and spend the evening with her, which had been 
told her in our card of accepting her invitation, 2s we 
were both engaged, which, for my part, J heartily 


“Tam particularly sorry,” she added, ‘‘ on account 
of the Duchess Dowager of Portland, who is so good 
as to come to me in an evening, as she knows J am 
too infirm to wait upon her Grace myself: and she 
wished so much to vee Miss Burney. But she said she 
would come as early as possible, and you won't, I 
hope, want to go very soon :” 

My time, I answered, was Mrs. Chapone’s, and 
Mrs. Chapone said she could not stay later than half- 
past seven. 

“Fie, fie!” cried Mrs. Delany, smiling; ‘‘ why 
‘Miss Larolles would not for the world go before eight. 
However, the Duchess will be here by seven, I dare 
say, for she said nothing should detain her.” 

Mrs, Chapone then made me look at the paintingy, 
which I greatly admired; particularly a copy of Sac- 
charissa, from Vandyke. There was also @ portrait of 
Madame de Sevigné, which struck me very much; and, 
while I was noticing the gaiety of its countenance, 
Mrs. Delany, with an arch look, said,— 

“Yes, it is very enjouée, us Captain Aresby would say.” 

And afterwards of some other, but I have forgot 
what, she said,— 
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“T don’t know how it is, Mrs. Chapone, but I can 
never look at that picture without thinking of poor 
Belfield. You mast forgive us, Miss Barney ; it is not 
right to talk of these people; but we don’t know how 
to speak at all now without, they are so always in our 
minds!” 

Soon after we went to dinner, which was plain, 
neat, well cooked, and elegantly served. When it 
‘was over, I began to speak; and now, my Chesington 
auditors, look to yourselves ! 

“Will you give me leave, min’am, to ask if you re 
member any body of the name of Crisp?” 

* Crisp?” cried she, ‘¢ what! Mrs. Ann Crisp!” 

“Yes, ma’am.” 

‘© O surely! extremely well! uo charming, an ex- 
cellent woman she was; we were very good friends 
once; I visited her at Burford, and her sister Mra, 
Gast.” 

Then came my turn, and I talked of the brother ; 
bat I wou’t write what I said. 

Mrs. Delany said she knew him but very little; 
and by uo means so much as she should have liked. 
I reminded her of a letter he wrote her from abroad, 
which she immediately recollected; and 1 told her 
that the account I had heard from him and from Mrs. 
Gast, of her former friendship for Mrs. Aun Crisp, 
had first given me @ desire to be acquainted with ber. 

“7 am sure, then,” said she, “1 am very much 
obliged to them both; bat how Mr. Crisp enn so long 
have remembered sv insignifieant 2 body 1 don’t 
know. I beg, however, when you write to him, you 
will give my compliments and thanks to him, and 
aleo to Mrs. Gast, for being so good as to think of 
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‘Mrs, Chayone then asked me a handred question» 
about Mr. Crisp, and said,— 

** Pray is he a Doctor Lyster?” 

*©] don’t know Dr. Lyster, ma'am,” cried I, very 
simply, for the book was so wholly out of my head at 
the tme, that ] really thought she meant some living 
character. They both laughed very much, and as- 
sured me they should soon teach me to remember 
names better, if T lived with them. 

This Chesingtonian talk Insted till we went up- 
stairs, and then she ~hewed me the new art which she 
has invented. It ix staining paper of all possible 
colours, and then cutting it out, »0 finely and deh- 
eatcly, that when it is pasted on paper or vellum, it 
has all the appearance of being pencilled, eacept that, 
by being rained, it ha» still a richer and more natural 
look. The effect ir extremely beautiful. She in- 
vented it at seventy-live! he told me she did four 
flowers the firet year: sateen the second: and the 
third, 160; and after that many more. They are all 
frou: uature, und consist of the most curious flower, 
plants, and weeds, that are to be found. She has been 
supplied with patterns from all the great gardens, and 
all the greut florists in the hingdom. Her plau was tu 
finish 1000; but, alas! her eyes now ful her, though 
she has only twonty undone of her task. 

the has marked the pluces whence they all came, on 
the baci., and where she did them, and the year; and 
she has put her cypher, M.D., at the corner of each, in 
different coloured letters for every different year—such 
as red, blue, green, &c. 

** Bat,” said she, “ the last year, as 1 found my eyes 
grew very dim, and threatened to fail before my work 
was completed, I put my initials in white, for] seemed 
to myself already working in my winding sheet.” 
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T could almost have cried at the mingled resigna- 
tion and spirit with which she made this melancholy 


Mrs. Chapone asked her whether any cold had Jately 
attacked her eyes? 

No,” said she, smiling, “‘ nothing but my reigning 
malady, old age! "Tis, however, what we all wish to 
obtain; and, indeed, a very comfortable state I have 
found it. I have a little niece coming to me soon, 
who will see for me. 

“At about seven o'clock, the Duchess Dowager of 
Portland came. She is not near so old as Mrs. De- 
leny, uor, to me, is her face by any means so pleasing; 
but yet there is sweetness, and dignity, and intelligenee 
in it. Mrs. Delany received her with the same re- 
spectfal ceremony as if it was her first visit, though 
she regularly goes to her every evening. But what 
she at first took as an honour and condescension, she 
has so much of true humility of mind, that no use can 
make her see in any other light. She immediately 
presented me to her. Her Grace courtesied and smiled 
with the most flattering sir of pleasare, end said she 
‘was particularly happy in meeting with me. 

‘We then took our places, and Mrs. Delany said,— 

“ Miss Burney, ma’am, is acquainted with Mr. Crisp, 
whom your Grace knew so well; and she tells me he 
and his sister have been so good as to remember me, 
and to mention mc to her.” 

The Duchess instantly asked me a thousand ques- 
tions about him ;—-where he lived, how he had his 
health, and whether his fondness for the polite arts 
etill continued. She said he was one of the most in- 
genious and agreeable men she had ever known, and 
regretted his having sequestered himeclf so much from 
the sacisty of hi: forme: friends. 
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This conversation lasted a long while, for it was one 
upon which I could myself be voluble. I spared not 
for boasting of my dear daddy’s kindness to me; and. 
you can hardly imagine the pleacure, ease, and happi- 
nees it was to me, to talk of hin to vo elegant a judge, 
who so well knew I said nothing that was not true. 
She told me, glao, the story of the poor Birmingham 
boy, and of the sketches which Mr. Crisp, she said, 
had been so good as to give her. 

In the course of this conversation I found her very 
charming, high-bred, courteous, sensible, and spirited ; 
not merely free from pride, but free from affability—ite 
most mortifying deputy. 

After this she asked me if I had seeu Mrs. siddons, 
end what I thought of her. I answered that I admired 
her very much. 

“If Miss Burney approves her,” suid the Duchess, 
“no approbation, I am sure, can do her so much 
eredit; for no one can so perfectly judge of characters 
or of human nature.” Py 

“Ah, ma'am,” cried Mrs. Delany, archly, “and 
does your Grace remember protesting you would never 
read ‘ Cecilia?’ ” 

“Yes,” said she, laughing; “1 declared that five 
volumes could never be attacked ; but since I began I 
have rend it three times.” 

«© terrible!” cried I, “to make them out fifteen!” 

“ The reason,” continued she, “1 held out so long 
ayainet reading them, was remembering the ery there 
‘was in favour of‘ Clarissa’ and ‘Sir Charles Grandison,’ 
when they came out: and those I never could read. 
1 was teased into trying both of them; but I was dis- 
gusted with their teliousnes:, and could not read 
eleven letters, with all the effort 1 could make: 80 
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anuch about my sisters und my brothers, and all ny 
uncles and my aunts!" 

« Bat if your Grace had gone on with ‘ Clarissa,’ ” 
said Mrs. Chapone, ‘‘ the latter part must certainly 
have affected you, and charmeil you.” 

“0, Lhate any thing so dismal! Every body that 
did read it had melancholy faces for a week, ‘Ce- 
cilia’ is as pathetic as 1 can bear, oud more »ome- 
times; yet, in the midst of the sorrow, there is @ epirit 
in the writing, a fire in the whole composition, that 
keep off that heavy depression given by Richardson. 
Cry, to be sure, we did. O Mrs, Delany, shall you 
ever forget how we cried? But then we had s0 much 
laughter to make us amends, we were never Icft to 
sink under our concern.” 

1 am really ashamed to write on. 

“For my part,” said Mrs. Chepone, “ when I first 
read it, I did not ery at all; 1 wa» in an agitation 
that half killed me, that shook all my nerves, and 
made me unable to sleep at nights, from the suspense 
1 was in; but 1 could not ery, for excess of eager- 
ness. 

“1 only wish,” said the Duchess, ‘* Miss Burney 
could have been in some corner, amusing herself with 
listening tv us, when Lord Weymouth, and the Bishop 
of Exeter, and Mr. Lightfoot, and Mrs. Delany, and 1, 
were all discussing the point of the name. So earnest 
we were, she must have been diverted with us. No- 
thing, the nearest our own hearts and interests, could 
have been debated more warmly. The Bishop was 
quite os eager as any of us; but what cooled us a 
little, at last, was Mr. Lightfoot’s thinking we were 
seriously going to quarrel; and while Mre, Delany and 
I were disputing about Mrs. Delvile, he very gravely 
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said, “* Why, Iadies, this is only a matter of imagina- 
tion ; it is not » fact: don’t be so earnest.” 

“ Ah, ma'am,” said Mra. Delany, “ how hard your 
Grace was upon Mrs. Delvile: +o elegant, so sensible, 
£0 judicious. so charming 3 woman.” 

“0, I hate her,” cried the Duchess, “ resisting thet 
sweet Cecilia; coaxing her, too, all the time, with auch 
hypocritical flattery.” 

I shall never forget,” said Mro. Delany, “ your 
Grace's earnestness when we came to that part where 
Mrs, Delvile burats a blood-sesscl. Down dropped the 
book, and just with the same energy as if your Grace 
hed heard some real and important news, you called 
out, ‘I’m glad of it with all my heart!’” 

“What disputes, too,” snid Mrs. Chapone, “ there 
are about Briggs. I was in a room some time ago 
where somebody said there could be uo such cha- 
racter; and o poor little menn city man, who was 
there, started up and said, ‘ But there is though, for 
T’se one myself!’” 

“The Harrels!— O, then the Harrels!” cried Mre. 
Delany. 

“Tf you speak of the Harrels, and of the morality of 
the book,” cried the Duchess, with a solemn sort of 
voice, ‘* we shall, indeed, never give Miss Burney her 
due: 20 striking, so pure, so genuine, ¢o instructive.” 

“Yeo,” eried Mrs. Chapoue, “let us complain how 
we will of the torture she hac given our nerves, we 
must all join in saying she has bettered us by every 
line.” 

«No book,” said Mrs. Delany, ‘‘ ever was 60 useful 
ae this, because none other that is so good was ever #0 
much read.” 

I think I need now write no more. J could, indeed, 

YOR. 11. 5 
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hear no more : for this last so serious praise, from cha- 
acters so respectable, so moral, and so sged, quite 
affected me; and though I had wished a thonsand 
times during the discourse to run out of the room, 
when they gave me finally this solemn sanction to the 
meaning and intention of my writing, I found it not 
without difficulty that I could keep the tears out of 
amy eyes; and when I told what had passed to our 
eweet father, his quite ran over. 

OF all the scenes of this sort in which I bave been 
engaged, this has been the least painful to me, from 
my high reapect for the personages, from their own 
elegance, in looking only at one another while they 
talked, and from having no witnesses to either watch 
me or to be wearied themselves: yet I still say only 
least painful; for pleasaut nothing can make a con- 
versation entirely addressed to one who has no means 
in the world of taking any share in it. 

‘This meeting bad so long been in agitation, and so 
vouch desired by myself, that I have not spared for 
Ddeing circumstantial. 

The Ducheas bad the good sense and judgment to 
feel she had drawn up her panegyric to a climax, and 
therefore here she stopped; so, however, did not we, 
for our coach was ready. 

* * * * 
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PART VII. 
1783. 


Tavunspax, Fra. 23p.—How 8011) I have been, my 
sweetest Susy, not to have had a moment for writing 
till to day. 

In our journey to town I was not very gay; though 
I had turned from my best loved Susy withont one 
chaste embrace to keep myself hardy. But the minute 
E had got into the coach, 1 felt provoked that I had 
done it, and I wished I had bid all things defiance for 
the pleasure which I had denied myself. 

Mr. Cambridge talked a great deal, and as well, 
and with as much spirit, as any man could who had so 
much toil upon his hands. Miss Cambridge, indeed, 
talked also; but I found it out of my power to support 
my own part with any chance of dividing the labour. 

He began talking of Dr. John-on, and avhing after 
his present health. 

“© He is very much recovered,” I answered, ‘‘ and 
out of town, at Mr. Langton’s. And there I hope he 
will entertain him with enough of Greek.” 

© Yeo,” said Mr. Cambridge, “‘ and make his son 
repeat the Hebrew alpbabct to him.” 

«‘ He means,” said I, ‘‘ to go, when he returns, to 
Mr. Bowles, in Wiltshire. I told him I had heard 
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. that Mr. Bowles was very much delighted with the 
expectation of seeing him, and he answered me,— 
« He is so delighted, that it is shocking!—it is really 
shocking to see how high are his expectations.” [ 
asked him why; and he said,—‘* Why, if any man is 
expected to take a leap of twenty yards, and does 
actually take one of ten, every body will be disap- 
pointed, though ten yards mey be more than any 
other man ever leaped !” 

* e * * * 

Losnox, Aprit 2p.—1 have much, very much to 
write to you already, my sweet Susy, though we parted 
#0 lately; but nothing that f am imore interested in 
than in what I want to hear of my beloved daddy. 
You will indulge me, 1 am sure, and therefore I will 
resume my journal,—in which there is a gap that will 
make my accounts, for “ome time at least, fully intel- 
ligible only to yourself: but when end what you read 
to your coterie you must stop and explicate as well as 
you can. If 1 help to furnish you with matter of con- 
yersation, my little obscurities will be as useful and 
amusing as my copiousness. Tell then so, 

The next day Mr. Cambridge and his +on called. 
After some general conversation, Mr. C. said,— 

“Tam perfectly satisfied with the reacon you gave 
me that night at Mrs. Thrale’s for Albany's rising 
madness. I have been reading thet part all over 
again, and 1 find nothing can be better done. I! like 
it more and more. But J was startled at the character 
at first; but George has got an account of exactly such 
aman. George shall tell it you.” 

"The man,” soid Mr. G. C., “is an old half-pay 
officer, His nume, | think, is De Ja Port; he almost 
lives in St. James’s Park, where he wanders up and 
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down, looking about him for any objects he thinks in 
distress. He then gives them all the money he can 
spare, and ke begs for them of his friends. He once 
borrowed a sum of money of Mr. L. from whom 
T had this account ; and, some time after, he paid him 
half, and said, ‘ [ return you all | spent upon myself,— 
the rest you will be paid in another place!’ He com- 
poses prayers for poor and*sick people; he wears a 
very shabby coat, that he may spend no more upon 
himeelf than is absolutely necessary ; and, in his bene- 
volence and singularity, there is an undoubted mixture 
of insanity. Mrs. L., when she talked of him to 
me, said, ‘ the resemblance to the character of Albany 
‘was so very strong, that she thought it must certainly 
be meant for him,’ and desired me to ask Miss Burney 
if she did not know him. I ventured, however, to 
immediately answer, I was sure she did not, merely 
from that circumstance, as I was certain she would not 
have put him in her book if she had known him.” 

“I am very much obliged to you,” cried I, “ for 
giving her that answer.” 

Mr. Cambridge continued :—~ 

“That which makes the wonderful merit of your 
book —if you ‘ll excuse my just mentioning it—is that 
you see with such exact discrimination all classes of 
characters, and let the individuals pass unnoticed.” 

Some time after we talked about Dr. Johnson, for 
Mr. G. C. is one of his warmest admirers. He has 
Tequested me to get him a list of his miscellaneous 
works, as he wishes to collect them: and I have pro- 
mised I will as soon as I have a fair opportunity. 

* Though, indeed,” I added, ‘* it will be very diffi- 
eult, as Idare say he hardly knows himeelf what he 
has written; for he has made numerous prefaces, dedi- 


1783] OF THE AUTHOR OF EVELINA” 263 


cations, odd chapiers, and I know not what, for other 
authors, that he has never owned, and probably never 
will own. But I was sare, when I read it, that the’ 
preface to ‘ Baretti’s Dialogues’ was his; and that I 
made him confess.” 

“¢ Baretti’s Dialogues 1_—What are they about?” 

“ A thimble, and 4 spoon, and a knife, and a fork! 
They are the most absurd, and yet the most laughable 
things you ever saw. I would advise yon to get them. 
They were written for Miss Thrale, and all the dia- 
Jogues are between her and him, except, now and then, 
a shovel and a poker, or a goose and a chair, happen to 
step in.” 

We talked, Mr. Cambridge and 1, next, upon the 
effect of manner, in a beginning acquaintance; and 
what power some people had, by that alone, of imme- 
diate captivation. 

“¢ What a charm,” cried he, “ is that in your sister, 
Mrs. Phillips !—what a peculiar felicity she has in her 
manner! She cannot even move—she cannot get up, 
nor sit down, but there is something in her manner 
that is sure to give pleasure.” 

At this I flew into a great passion ! 

Arzu 6ra.—My dear Mrs. Thrale spent all the 
morning in my room with me; and Mr. Twining dined 
and stayed all the day with us. In the evening, you 
know, [had an engagement. My father sent me first, 
as he determined to stay till the last moment with Mr. 
Twining. 

Mr. and Mrs. Pepys received me very civilly, and 
would have carried me to a seat near the fire: but 
I was glad, as I always am where I go alone, to catch 
at the first chair in my way, and take possession of it, 
merely to sink from notice. They disputed the matter 
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with me some time, but I fastened upon a chair, and 
they then gave it over, 

Not long after this, my dear Mra. Thrale, with whom 
Thad not had one word, said she must go to take leave 
of Mrs. Byron, and would then come back, and carry 
me to Argyll Street, where I had promised to spend an 
hour or two, as it was her last evening, for early on 
Monday morning she was to set out for Bath. This 
circumstance gave a melancholy cast to the whole 
evening, and nothing but the recollection of how nar- 
rowly I had escaped losmg her for a longer time, and 
at a greater distance, could have wade me bear it with 
qafficient composure for ohserration. As it was, how~ 
ever, I took it chee: fully euongh, from the contrast of 
the greater evil. 

Mr. Pepys began au «loge of Mrs. Thrale; but my 
heart was too full of more serioys affection to give vent 
to it, just then, in praise: and soon after my father 
came. Mrs. Thrale still was the topic. And soon 
after that a uote was Liought me. It was from Mre. 
Thrale, to beg I would join her at Mra. Byron’s, as ehe 
could not return to take a formal leave. Her note was 
a very affecting one. It was meant for the rest of the 
company, as well as myself; but I felt that cither to 
read or hear it would overset me, and I had no iuclin- 
ation for a tragedy scene befure witnesses. I therefore 
only begged my father's leave to go to her. 


Miss Burncy to Mr. Crisp. 
April 12, 1783. 
My dearest—dearest daddy, 
Iam more grieved at the long and most disap- 
pointing continuation of your iliness than I know how 
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to tell you; and though my last account, I thank 
Heaven, is better, I find you still suffer eo much, that 
my congratulations in my letter to Susan, upon what I 
thought your recovery, must have appeared quite crazy, 
if you did not know me as well as yon do, and were not 
sure what affliction the discovery of my mistake would 
bring to myself. 

I think I never yet so much wished to be at Ches- 
ington, as at this time, that I might see how vou go 
on, and not be kept in snch painfnl suspense from post 
to post. 

Why did you tell ine of the Delany», Portlands, 
Cambridges, &c., a4 if any of them came into compe- 
tition with yourself? When you are better, J shall 
send you a most fierce and sharp remonstrance upon 
this ubject, At present J must be content with 
saying, 1 will undoubtedly accept your most kind in- 
vitation as soon as 1 possibly can. Meantime, if my 
letters will give you any amuscment, 1 will write of 
tener than ever, and supply you with all the prog I get 
myself. 

Susan, who is ny reader, must be your writer, and 
let me know if such tittle-tattle as { can collect serves 
to divert some of those many moments of languor and 
weariness that creep between pain and ease, and that 
call more for mental food than for bodily medicine. 
Youur love to your Fannikin, I well know, makes all 
trash interesting to you that seems to concern her; and 
Ihave no greater pleasure, when absent, than in letting 
you and my dear Susan be acquainted with my pro- 
ceedings. I don’t meau by this to exclude the rest of 
the dear Chesington set—far from it— hut a sister and 
a daddy must come first. 

God bless and restore you, my most dear daddy! You 
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know not how kindly I take your thinking of me, and 
inquiring about me, im an illness that might so well 
make you forget us all: but Susan assures me your 
heart is as affectionate as ever to your ever and ever 
faithfol and loving child, eer 


Dr. Burney to Hr. Crisp. 
Saturday Night, 12th April, 1783, 
(Written on the same sheet with the foregoing.) 
My dear friend, 

Thongh the incessant hurry I have for some time 
Deen in has exceeded that of former years, which I 
then thought impossible to be exceeded, yet I have 
hardly ever had your sufferings and situation a mo- 
ment out of my mind; and the first question I have 
constantly asked at my coming jaded home of a night, 
has been, —‘* What news from Chesington?” 1 do 
hope most fervently that you will still weather this ter- 
Tible attack, and that in a very few months I shall see 
you alive and happy in my favourite retreat, which 
hhas been always rendered so superior to all others by 
your presence. 

Susy was desired to ask you if 1 had any kind of 
book that was likely to afford you any amusement, and 
it is with extreme pleasure that her answer is in favour 
of ** Mémoires de Petrarque.” 1 will not only send 
that with the greatest pleasure, but a cart-load of the 
choicest and best books in my collection, if you will but 
furnish a list. 

Adieu my ever dear and honoured friend ! may your 
recovery be not only sure, but speedy! is the most 
hearty wish of him to whom your loss would be the 
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most painful and severe amputation which risfortune 
could perform upon my affections. 

My wife, as well as all around me, have been greatly 
alarmed for you, and entreat me to send their warmest 
and most affectionate wishes for your speedy recovery. 

Cc. 


[The illness of Mr. Crisp now became so alarming 
that Miss Burney hastened to Chesington, where she 
hhad been only a few days when her valued friend 
breathed his last. The annexed letter from Dr. Burney 
was in answer to her account of Mr. Crisp’s increasing 
sufferings; that which follows it was intended to con- 
dole with her on his death, and at the same time to 
rouse her fortitude to bear the affliction with which 
she was overwhelmed.) 


From Dr. Burney to Miss F. Burney. 


Ah! my dear Fanny, your Jest letter has broke all 
our hearts! your former accounts kept off despair ; bat 
this britigs it back in all its horrors. 1 wish, if it were 
possible, that you would let him know how much I 
loved him, and how heavily I shall feel his loss when 
all this hurry subsides, and lets me have time to brood 
over my sorrows. I have alwaye thought that, in many 
particulars, his equal was not to be found. His wit, 
Jearning, taste, penetration, and, when well, his con- 
viviality, pleasantry, and kindness of heart to me and 
mine, will ever be thought of with the most profound 
and desponding regret. 

I know not what to say that will not add to your 
own affliction and all around you. What in the way 
of comfort can be said at present? or at least be be- 
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lieved and received? I ean only wish you all possessed 
of fortitude sufficient to bear what now appears inevit- 
able, and almost immediate. “Tis terrible, when no 
good can be done, to be in the way of such scanes, and 
yet we console ourselves with the belief of its being 
right. Cc. B. 


From Dr, Burney to Miss F. Burney. 


Tam much more afflicted than surprised at the vio- 
lence and duration of your sorrow for the terrible 
scenes and events at Chesington, and not only pity 
you, but participate in all your feelings. Not an hour 
in tho day has passed, as you will some time or other 
find, since the fatal catastrophe, in which I have not 
felt a pang for the irreparable Joss I have sustained. 
However, as something is due to the living, there is, per- 
haps, a boundary at which iti, right to endeavour to rtop 
in lamenting the dend. It is very hard, as} have found 
it all my life, to exeeed these hounds in our duty or 
attention, without its being at the expense of others. I 
have lost in my time persons +0 dear to me, as to throw 
me into the utmost affliction and despondency which 
can be euffered without insanity; but I had claims on 
my life, my reason, and activity, which drew me from 
the pit of despair, and forced me, though with great 
difficulty, to rouse and exert every nerve and fuculty in 
anawering them. It has been very well said of mental 
wounds, that they must digest, like those of the body, 
before they cau be healed. Necessity can alone, per- 
haps, in some cases, bring on this digestion; but we 
should not prevent it by causties or corrosion; let the 
wound be open a due time, but not treated with vio- 
lence. To quit ail metaphor, we must, alas! try to 
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dimiaish our sorrow for our calamity, to evable us to 
sepport encther; as a national peace is but time to 
refit, a mental is no more. ‘So far, however, am 1 
from blaming your indulgence of sorrow on the present 
occasion, that [ both love and honour you for it; and 
therefore shall add no more on that melancholy subject. 

* * *“ * 


* 
Cc. B. 


[When the last mournful duties hed been per- 
formed at Chesington, Miss Burney returned to her 
father's house in St. Martin’s Street; but some time 
elapsed ere she recovered composure sufficient to 
resume her journal. 

The nest entry relates to an alarming paralytic 
seizure of Dr. Johnson.] 


Journal resumed. 


Tuurspax, Junr 19ra.— We heard to-day that Dr, 
Johnson had been taken ill, in a way that gave a dread~ 
fal shock to himself, and 2 most anxious alarm to hie 
friends. Mr. Seward brought the news here, and my 
father and I instantly went to his howe. He had 
earnestly desired me, when we lived so much together 
at Streatham, to see him frequently if he should be ill. 
He saw my father, but he had medical people with 
him, and could not admit me up stairs, but he sent me 
down a most kind message, that he thanked me for 
calling, and when he was better should hope to see me 
often. I had the satisfaction to hear from Mrs, Wil- 
Tiams that the physicians had pronounced him to be in 
no danger, and expected a speedy recovery. 
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‘The stroke was confined to his tongue. Mrs. Wil- 
iams told me a most striking and touching circum- 
stance that attended the attack. It was at about four 
o'clock in the morning: he found himself with a 
paralytic affection; he rose, and composed in his own 
mind a Latin prayer to the Almighty, “ that whatever 
were the auffermgs for which he must prepare himself, 
it would please Him, through the grace and mediation 
of our blessed Saviour, to spare his intellects, and let 
them all fall upon his body." When he had composed 
this, internally, he endeavoured to speak it aloud, but 
found his yoice was gone. 

I went to Mrs. Vescy’s in the evening, for I had 
promised to meet at her house Mrs. Garrick, who 
came to town that day from Hampton. I found her 
and Miss More, and Lady Claremont, and Horace 
Walpole, Mr. Pepys, Miss Hamilton, and Miss G.; 
no one else. 

Mrs. Garrick was very kind to me, and invited me 
much to Hampton. Mrs. Vesey would make me sit 
by Horace Walpole; he was very entertaining. I 
never heard him talk much before; but I was seized 
with e panic upon finding he had an inclination to talk 
with me, and as soon as I could I changed my place, 
He was too well-bred to force himself upon me, and 
finding I shied, he left me alone. 1 was very sociable, 
however, with Mrs. Garrick. 

Lady Claremont, Mr. Pepys, and 1, outetayed the 
yest near an hour. Mrs. Vesey would not permit me 
to go; but when the others were gone she excleimed,— 

“ Mr. Walpole is sadly vexed that Miss Burney 
won't talk with him!” 

“* If she had any thing to say,” cried 1, ‘* she would 
be very prond that he would give her hearing.” 
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“ Why, dear ma'am,” said Mr. Pepys, good-naturedly, 
‘¢qho can talk, so called upon? 1, who am one of the 
greatest chatterers in the world, if set upon in that 
manner, why, I could not say 2 word.” 

“What, then,” cried she, alarmed, “is it, do you 
think, my fault that Miss Burney does not talk 2” 

Ferpay, Juxx 2071u.—I went in the morning to Dr. 
Johnson, and heard a good account ofhim. Dr. Rose, 
Dr. Dunbar, and Sam Rose, the Doctor's son, dined 
with us. We expected the rest of our party early; 
though the absence of Dr. Johnson, whom they were 
all invited to meet, took off the spirit of the evening. 

Wepnespay, Juxx Isr.—I was again at Mrs. Ve- 
sey’s, where again I met Mr. Walpole, Mr. Pepys, 
Miss Elliott, Mr. Burke, his wife and son, Sir Joshua 
Reynolds, and some others. 

Mr. Burke was extremely kind to me, but not at all 
in spirits. He is tormented by the political state of 
affairs ; and loses, I really believe, all the comfort of his 
life, at the very tine he is risen to the station his am- 
bitiou has long pointed out to him. 

Thad the satisfaction to hear from Sir Joshua that 
Dr. Johneon had dined with him at the Club. I look 
upon him, therefore, now, as quite recovered. I called 
the next morning to congratulate him, and found him 
very gay and sery good-humoured. 

Sarurpay, Juty Srx.—My father and I wont to 
dinner at Winchester House, Chelsea. Mrs. North 
was rather cold at first, and reproached me with my 
long absence, but soon made up, and almost forced 
from me a promise to go to Farnham, as the only 
condition of her forgiveness. She is clever, bright, 
pleasing, eccentric, and amusingly whimsical ; end she 
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is also beautiful: but her manner has something in it 
alarming, that seems always upon the qui vive, 

Suxpay, Jury 6ra.—We have now @ new man who 
is always at our house, M. Berquin, e French author, 
who came here a week or two since to present to “ Mile. 
Berni,” his work, which is called L’Ami des Enfans. 
‘We had a droll interview enough, but I cannot give 
the time for writing it: but he desired my mother to 
deliver me the books, with a thousand fine speeches, 
and never once suspected I was the Mlle., though 1 
was in the room all the time. I have since made some 
aequaintance with him; but his raptare whan I talk to 
him is too great to be excited often, therefore I am 
chary of my words. O you would laugh to see how 
erchanté he thinks fit to appear. His book, however, 
is extremely pretty, and admirably adapted to its pur- 
pose,——that of instructing not only in French, and in 
reading,—-bat in morals, all the children who meet 
this their true ami. 

Jury 7rH.—I spent the whole day with sweet Mrs. 
Delany, whom I love most tenderly. 1 always long 
to ask for her blessing. We had no company but Mrs. 
Sandford, an old Jady who was formerly her eléve, 
and who seems well worthy that honour. in the 
evening, indeed, came in Mr. Walpole, gay, though 
caustic; polite, though sneering; and entertainingly 
epigrammatical. I like and admire, but I could not 
love, nor trust him. 

L have always forgot to mention to you a Poem, by 
young Hoole, calied ‘t Aurelis, or the Contest.” He sent 
it me, and I soon found the reason. His ‘‘ Aurelia” 
runs through the hackneyed round of folly and dissipa- 
tion, and then appears suddenly to her, in a vision, 
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“The guardian power, whose secret sway 
‘The wiser females of the world ol 
This guardian power tells her what he has done for 
his favourites,—that he gave to Dudley's wife 
« A nobler fortitude than heroes rench, 
‘And virtue greate: thin the sages teach.” 
Then, skipping suddenly to modern times, that he 
instructed 
* Streat#eld, the learn’d, the gay, m blooming years,” 
to assist the poor, to attend the sick, and watch over 
her dying old tutor, Dr, Collier. Then, that he di+ 


rected 
«© Carter's preacing eyes 
To rol] mquuative thougn star v skies.” 


That he 


“To Chapone th’ unpurwnt tisk asigned 
To smooth thr tensper uid 1 vprove the mind.”” 


That he told Moie 
¢ To guide untlanking yvuth, ’ Ac 
‘And then he says,— 


“J stood, a favours uu, st Berney’s side, 
To lish uuteelms Wealth and stubbuun Pride, 
‘voft Affectation, msoliutly vam, 
And wild Extravagauce, with all her sweeping tran; 
Led her that modern liydre tu engage, 
And paint a Hanc! to 2 mail’nn io 
‘Then bade the moralist, ulumeil aud prumed, 
Fly from the Joud uppliuse ner talent raed.” 





And then the cotene concludes with Mre. Montagu. 
‘What think you of this our guardian genins? 
Sarvrnay, Jury 12t1.—My father aud Charlotte 
and I went again to spend the day at bie 
VCL, il. 
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House. We met Dr. and Mrs. Warren, aad two of 
their eons, and Mr. Sayre, an agreeable young man. 
In the evening my father, Hetty, Charlotte, and I, 
went to Le Tessier’s. To-vight he charmed me more 
than ever by s* Le Roi 4 la Chasse.” His talents are 
traly wonderfal, and I have never, but from Garrick 
and Pacchierotti, received equal pleasure in public. 

Jory 15rn,—To-day my father, my mother, and I, 
went by appointment to dine and spend the day at 
Twickenham with the Cambridges. Soon after our 
arrival Mr. C. asked if we should like to walk, to 
which we most readily agreed. 

We had not strolled far before we were followed by 
Mr. George. No sooner did his father perceive him, 
than, hastily coming up to my side, he began a sepa- 
rate couversation with me; and leaving his son the 
charge of all the rest, he made me walk off with him 
from them all. It was really a droll manceurre, but 
he seemed to enjoy it highly, and though he said not 
a word of his design, I am sure it reminded me of his 
own old trick to his sop, when listening to a dull 
story, in saying to the relator, —‘‘ Tell the rest of that 
to George.” And if George was in as good-humour 
with his party as his father was with his déte-d-téte, 
why, all were well pleased. As soon as we had fuirly 
got away from them, Mr. Cambridge, with the kindest 
smiles of satisfaction, said,—‘ I give you my word 
I never was more pleased at any thing in my life than 
Tam now at having you here to-day.” 

I told him that I had felt so glad at seeing him 
again, after so long an absence, that I had really half 
3 mind to heve made up to him myeelf, and shock 
hands. 

“ You caunot imagine,” said he, “how you flatter 
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mne!—and there ie nothing, I do assure you, of which 
T am proader, than seeing you have got the better of 
your fear of me, and feeling that { am not afraid of 
you.” 

“© Of me, sir ?—but how should you bet” 

“Nay, I give you my word, if I was not conscious 
of the greatest purity of mind, I should more fear you 
than any body in the world.” 

Which had the greatest compliment, Susy—he or 
met 

“¢ You know every thing, every body,” he continued, 
“* 90 wonderfully well!” 

Afterwards, when we were speaking of illness and 
of dying, he assured me that, however pleasant hia life 
was just now, he should feel nothing in giving it up; 
for he could not tell what misery he might be saved by 
death, nor what sin. And when this led me on to say 
I had never an illness in my life, without thinking, 
“probably I had better die now,” he joined in it with 
such Christian reasoning as almost surprised as much 
as it edified me. 

We then, I know not how, fell into discussing the 
characters of forward and flippant women; and I told 
him it was my fortane to be, in general, a very great 
favourite with them, though I felt so little gratitude 
for that honour, that the smallest discernment would 
shew them it was all thrown away. 

“Why, it is very dificult,” said he, “for a woman 
to get rid of those forward characters without making 
them her enemies. But with 2 man it is different. 
Now I have a very peculiar happiness, which 1 will 
tell you. I never took very much to a very amiable 
woman but I found she took also to me, and I have 
the good fortune to be in the perfect confidence of 
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some of the first women in this kingdom ; but then 
there ure a great many women that ¥ dislike, and think 
very impertinent and foolish, and, do you know, they 
ali dislike me too!—they absolutely cannot bear me! 
Now, I don't know, of those two things, which is the 
greatest happiness.” 

How characteristic this!—do you not hear him say- 
ing it? 

‘We now renewed our conversation upon various of 
our acquaintances, particularly Mr. Pepys, Mr. Lang- 
ton, and Mrs. Montagu. We stayed in this field, 
sitting and sauntering, near an hour. We then went 
to a stile, just by the river side, where the prospect is 
very beautiful, and there we again seated ourselves. 
Nothing vould be more pleasant, though the wind was 
#o high i was almost blown into the water. 

He now traced to me great part of his life and con- 
duct in former times, and told me a thousand excellent 
anecdotes of himself and his associates. He summed 
them z'l up in a way that gave me equal esteem and 
yegard for him, in saying he found society the only 
thing for lasting happiness; thet, if he had not met a 
woman he could permanently love, he must, with every 
other advantage, have been miserable; but that rach 
was his good fortune, that ‘‘vo and at this moment,” 
he said, “ there is no sight so pleasing to me as seeing 
Mrs. Cambridge enter a room; and thet after having 
been married to her for forty years. And the next 
most pleasing sight to me is an amiable woman.” 

He then assured me that almost all the felicity of his 
life both had consisted, and did still consist, in female 
society. It was, indeed, he said, very rare, but there 
‘was nothing like it. 

“And if egrecable women,” cried I, ‘are rare, 
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much more so, I think, are agreeable men; at least, 
among my acquaintance they are very few, indeed, 
that are highly agreeable.” 

‘© Yes, and when they are 20,” said he, “it is diffi- 
cult for you to have their society with any intimacy or 
comfort; there are always so many reasona why you 
eennot know them.” 

He very kindly regretted seeing so little of me, and 
said,— 

“This is nothing—such a visit as this. If you could 
come now, and spend » month with us, that is what I 
want, If you could but come for a month.” 

We continued chutting till we came to the end of 
the meadow, and there we stopped, and again were 
joined by the company. 

Mr. Cambridge now proposed the water, to which I 
eagerly agreed. 

We had an exceeding pleasant excursion. We want 
up the river beyond the Duke of Montagu's, and the 
water was smooth and delightful. Methinks I should 
like much to sail from the very source to the mouth of 
the Thames, 

* » * * a 

Mr. Cambridge told an absurd story of Dr. Momo, 
® strange, gross man, who, at Mr. Garrick’s table, 
called out to a very timid young woman to help him 
to some greens. She did her office slow and awk- 
wardly, and he called out again, in 2 loud soice, “ You 
Trollop, some greens, I say!” The mau, it seems, was 
a humorist. Oh, from such humorists Heaven shield 
us! I would rather live with the dullest of the dull. 

After dinner we again repaired to the lawn, in a 
generel body; but we had scarce moved ten paces, 
before Mr. Cambridge again walked off with me, to a 
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seat that had a very fine view of Petersham woud, and 
there we renewed our confabnlation. 

He now shewed me a note from Mr. Gibbon, sent to 

himself to Twickenham on the unfortunate day 
he got his ducking. It is the most affected little piece 
of writing I ever saw. He shall attend him, he says, 
at Twickenham, and upon the water, as soon as the 
weather is propitious, and the Thames, that amiable 
creature, is ready to receive him. 

Nothing, to be sure, could be so apt as such a re- 
eeption as that “‘ amiable creature” happened to give 
him! Mr. Cambridge said it was “ God’s revenge 
against conceit.” 

Tuurspay, Jouy 177n.—I went with my dear father 
to-day to dine and spend the evening at Lady Mary 
Dunecan’s, How vexatious never to have made this 
visit till it was necessarily the last in which I could 
see Pacchierotti there! He was in good humonr, and 
more tolerable spirits than I have lately seen him in. 
Lady Shaub, mother to Mrs. Locke, and Miss Shaub, 
her sister, and Sir John Elliot, made all the dinner 
party. The two Miss Bulls came in the evening. 

Pacchierotti did not sing one song accompanied, but 
he sang several little airs and ballads, English, Scotch, 
French, and Italian, most deliciously. I had a very 
agreeable day, and I saw he was quite delighted that 
I made one of the party, and that added to my de- 
light almost its sum total,—though add is a little Irish 
there. Oh how the Miss Bulls do idolise him! They 
profess thinking him quite angelic, and declared they 
ahould even look upon it as a favour to be beat by 
him! I Isughed violently at this extravagance, and 
vowed I would tell him. They desired no better. We 
ealled him to us; but I was really ashamed myeelf 
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when I found they were not. He leaned down his 
head very patiently for an explanation. 

“ Do tell him!” cried they, both together. 

*¢ What!” cried he; ‘‘ what does the sweet Miss 
Barney say?” 

* Ob, oh!” cried one;—‘* Oh dear!” cried the 
other; “how he speaks to Miss Burney!” 

“* Mies Burney,” cried he, quite warmly and un- 
dauntedly, ‘ is a treasure!” 

“‘Oh dear!— only hear him, Lady Mary!” ex- 
claimed Miss Catherine Bull; ‘‘ he says Miss Burney 
is a treasure!” 

“ Well, and is it not truc?” said she, graciously. 

“Oh, yes!” answered she, half laughing, yet in a 
repining voice ; ‘‘ but J don’t like to hear him say #0,” 

This was our sort of chat alinost all the evening, 
with various imitations, and light summer singing, from 
Pacchierotti. Miss Bulls made me wake many pro- 
mises about our future acquaintance, and Lady Mary 
was all graciousness and intimacy. 

Fripay, Jory 18ta.—I called in the morning upon 
may dear Mrs. Delany, who received me with the 
utmost kindness, and whom I really love even more 
thau I admire. I appointed to spend Tuesday with 
her. And so I would any other day she had uamed, 
or even any week. It is sweet, it is consolatory to me 
to be honoured with so much of her favour as to see 
her always eager to tix a time for our next and next 
meeting. I feel no cares with her. I think myseli 
with the true image and representative of my loved 
grandmother, and I seem as if I could never do wrong 
while I keep her in my mind, and as if to saffer it 
were immaterial, if only in worldly considerations. 

These thonghts, and this composure, alas! will not 
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last long; bat it is pleasant to feel it even if for a few 
hours. I wish you knew her. I would not give up 
ay knowledge of her for the universe. Nothing has so 
truly calmed my mind since its late many disturbances 
as her society: the religious turn which kindness aud 
wisdom from old age, give to all commerce with it, 
brings us out of anxiety and misery a thousand times 
more successfully than gaiety or dissipation have power 
to do, 

Sarvzpar, Jory 19ru.—This morning a letter was 
brought into my room, end the maid said it came from 
Mr. Cambridge, but that the messenger was gone. I 
opened, and will copy it. The lines were suggested 
by my father's portrait in Barry’s great painting. 

“ When Chloe’s picture was to Venus shown, 
Surprised, the goddess took it for her own."—Payor. 
“< When Burney’s picture was to Gibbon shewn, 
The pleased historian took it for his own ; 
“ For who, with shoulders dry, anil powdered locks, 
er bathed, but I?" he said, end repp’d his box.” 

Barry’ replied,— 

“ My Insting colours shew 
‘What gifts the painter’s pencil con bestow. 
‘With nymphs of Thames, those amiable crentures, 
T placed the charming minstrel’s smiling features: 
And let not, then, Lis bonne fortune concern ye, 
For there are nymphs enough for you ani Burney.” 





Pacchierotti is gone; and I most provokingly missed 
seeing him at his leave-taking visit; which has vexed 
we exceedingly. 
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Afiss Burney to Mrs. Phillips. 
October 3d, 1783. 
&h, my Susy, how I miss you already !—how I want 
you by my side! I have been repeating, internally, all 
day long, these heartfelt lines,— 
*T prized ev'ry hour that paved by 
Beyond all that hart plensed ms hefore 
But now they are gone !—and I sigh 
And I grieve that I prized them no more.” 


For I seem dissatisfied with myself, and as if I had not 
meade the most of being with you. Yet I am sure I 
cannot tell how I conld have made more. Were I but 
certain of meeting you again in any decent time— 
but I have a thousand fears that something will inter- 
fere and prevent that happiness; and there is nothing 
like being with you, my Susy—to me, nothing in the 
world. 

That kind Kitty!—I found a basket filled with all 
sort of good things from her. I believe she has deter- 
mined I never shall be ill again, or at least have no 
illness for which she has not prepared a remedy. 
Really, between her medicines, and the dear Capitano’s 
cosmetics, I shall expect to become stout and beautiful. 
I don't know which will happen first, and I am deter. 
mined not to ask which is most probable. 

My father and I began firet upon Berquin, to drive 
you ail a little out of our heads; and then, when we 
were a little soothed by his feeling and elegant writing, 
we had recourse to Pasquin, to put us in better spirits. 
And so we laughed. But I must own J too frequently 
meet with disgust in all Fielding’s dramatic works, to 
laugh with 9 good heart even at his wit, excellent as it 


2a2 DIARY AND LETTERS [Parr VI. 


is; and I should never myself think it worth wading 
through so much dirt to get at, Where any of his best 
strokes are picked out for me, or separately quoted, F 
am always highly pleased, and can grin most cor- 
dially; but where I hear the bad with the good, it 
preponderates too heavily to suffer my mind to give 
the good fair play. 
— F. B. 


Journal Resumed. 


Taunspar, Oor. 297x.—This morning, at breakfast, 
Mr. Hoole called. 1 wanted to call upon Dr. Johnson, 
and it is so disagreeable to me to go to him alone, now 
poor Mrs. Williams is dead, on account of the quantity 
of men always visiting him, that I most gladly ac- 
cepted, and almost asked, his ‘squireship, 

We went together. The dear Doctor received me 
with open arms. 

<* Ah, dearest of all dear Indies!” he eried, and made 
me sit in his best chair. 

He had not breakfasted. 

** Do you forgive my coming so soon? said I. 

“I cannot forgive your not coming sooner,” he 
answered. 

I asked if I should make his breakfast, which I have 
not done since we left Streatham; he readily consented. 

“ But, sir,” quoth I, “I am in the wrong chair.” 
For I was away from the table. 

“It is so difficult,” said he, ‘for any thing to be 
wrong that belongs to you, that it can only be I am in 
the wrong chair, to keep you from the right one.” 

And then we changed. 

Yon will see by this how good were his spirits and 
his health, 
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T stayed with him two hours, and cold hardly get 
awey; he wanted me to dine with him, and said he 
would send home to excuse me; but I could not pos- 
sibly do that. Yet I left him with real regret. 

‘Werorkspay, Nov. ]91ra.—I received letter from 
Dr. Johnson, which I have not by me, but will try to 
recollect. 


“< To Miss Burney. 


“ Madam,— You have now been at home this long 
time, and yet I have neither seen nor heard from you. 
Have we quarrelled ? 

“«T have met with a volume of the ‘ Philosophical 
Transactions,’ which 1 imagine to belong to Dr. Bur- 
ney. Miss Charlotte will please to cxamine, 

“Pray send me a direction where Mrs. Chapone 
lives ; aud pray, some time, let me have the honour of 
telling you how much | am, madam, your most humble 
servant, Sax. Jomnaon. 

“ Bolt Court, Nov. 19th, 1783." 


Now if ever you read any thing more dry, tell me. 
I was shocked to seo him undoubtedly angry, but took 
courage, and resolved to make a serious defence; there- 
fore thus I answered,— 


“ To Dr Johnson. 

“ Dear Sir,— May I not say dear? for quarrelled F 
am sure we have not. The bad weather alone hes kept 
me from waiting upon you: but now you have conde- 
scended to give me @ summons, no lion shell stand in 
the way of my making your tea this afternoon, unless 
¥ receive a prohibition from yourself, and then I must 
submit; for what, as you eaid of a certain great Indy, 
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signifies the barking of a lap-dog, if onee the lion puts 
out his paw f 

«« The book was very right. Mrs. Chapone lives at 
either No. 7 or 8 in Dean Street, Soho. 

I beg you, sir, to forgive a delay for which 1 can 
only ‘tax the elements with unkindness,’ and t re- 
ceive, with your usual goodness and indulgence, your 
ever most obliged and most faithful humble servant, 

“ F. Brangy. 


“St. Martin’s Street, Nov. 19th, 1783.” 


My dear father spared me the coach, and to Bolt Court 
therefore I went, and with open arms was I received. 
Nobody was there but Charles and Mr. Sastrea, and 
Dr. Johnson was, if possible, more instructive, enter- 
taining, good-humoured, and exquisitely fertile, than 
ever. He thanked nie repeatedly for coming, and was 
0 kind I could hardly ever leave hin. 

. * « * * 

In the evening I accompanied Mrs. Ord to Mrs. 
Pepys. There we met Dr. Pepys, and Lady Rothes, 
and Mr. Hawkins Brown, and had a very sociable 
evening. 

Mr. Pepys read to us Miss More’s “ Bas Bleu” again. 
I longed to ask for 2 copy, but did not dare, to send to 
Twickenham. 

Dr. Pepys had a long private conference with me 
concerning Mrs. Thrale, with whoee real state of health 
he is better acquainted than any body ; and sad, indeed, 
was all that he said. 

There are some new lines added to the ‘* Bas Bleu,” 
upon wit and attention; and Mr. Pepys chose to insist 
upon it I had sat to Miss More for the portrait of 
Attention, which is very admirably drawn; but the 
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compliment is preposterous, because the description is 
the most flattering. 

Sarvrpay, Nov. 22v,—I passed in nothing but eor- 
Yow—exquisite sorrow, for my dear unhappy friend, 
who sent me one letter, that came early by the Bath 
Diligence, and another by the post. But of these things 
no more. 

I am sorry not to be more explicit, but i should not 
give you more pleasure if I were. I can only now tell 
you that I love Mrs, Thrale with a never-to-cease 
affection, and pity her more than ever I pitied any 
human being; and, if 1 did not blame her, I could, 1 
should, I believe, alnust die for her! 

1 am extremely sorry, ny dearest Susy, that in the 
late distress of my mind about poor Mrs. Thrale, I 
mentioned any thing that has so much interested you 
to know more. It is too true that many know all, — 
bat uone from me. I am bound, and should be miser- 
able not to say, if culled upon, and not to know, if not 
called upon, that uo creature, not even you to whom I 
communicate every thing else, nor to the trusty Char- 
lotte with whom I live, and who sees my frequent dis- 
tress upon the subject, has tempted me to an explana- 
tion, General rumour I have no meaus to prevent 


spreading. 
+ * * * - 


T am still as much bent as ever to go to her, if I can 
obtain leave ; but I will mention no more of the matter, 
since the difficulties under which 1 labour not to offend 
or afflict that beloved friend, and yet to do nothing 
wrong, are by no micans new, though of late they have 
grown doubly painful. 1 will only say further, that 
though her failings are unaccoentable and most un- 
happy, her virtues and good quelities, the generosity 
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and feeling of her heart, the liberality and sweetness of 
her disposition, would counterbalance s thousand more. 

This I say, lest you should think something worse 
than the truth—something stranger you cannot. I am 
very sorry not to satisfy you more; but when you 
weigh what I have said, you will be sensible I have 
reasons to preserve silence; though to myself, believe 
me, 'tis by far most painful, and has long been most 
cruel. 

Toxspax, Nov . 26Tx.—I went this morning to Lady 
Mary Dancan, whose visit my father grew angry that 
I did not return. She admitted me, and kept me fall 
two hours. She is really entertaining, very entertaining, 
though not very respectably always, as every thing she 
says has some mixture of absurdity in the manner, 
even when the idea is faultless. She much invited me 
to frequent visits, and was excessively civil and court- 
cous, Onr talk was all of her late Sir William and 
Pacchierotti. She rans from one to the other with a 
most lodicrous facility, as if well content they should 
share ber favour, divide her thoughts, and keep the 
use of her tongue wholly to themselves. 

Tuxspay, Dre. 9.—This evening I went to Mrs. 
Vesey’s at Inst. I was obliged to go alone, as my 
fatber would not be earlier than nine o'clock; an hour 
too fine-ladyish for me to choose visiting at. But as i 
cannot bear entering a room full of company sola, I 
went soon after seren. 

I found, as I wished, no creature but Mrs. Vesey 
and Mrs. Hancock, who lives with ber. 1 eoon made 
my peace, for several delays and excuses I have scut 
her, as she is excessively good-natured, and then we 
had near an hour to ourselves. And then, the first 
person who came,—who do you think it was?—-Mr. 
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Cambridge, sen’. I leave you to guess whether or 
not I felt glad; and I leave you, also, to share in my 
surprise upon finding he was uninvited and wex- 
pected; for Mrs. Vesey looked at him with open 
surprise. 

As soon as the salutations were over, Mrs. Vesey, 
with her usual odd simplicity, asked him what had 
put him upon calling ? 

“The desire,” cried he, “to see you. But what! 
are there only you three ?—nothing but women?” 

“*Some more are coming,” answered she, ‘‘ and 
some of your friends ; 20 you are in luck.” 

“« They are meu, 1 hope,” cried he, laughing ; “ for 
I can’t bear being with only women !” 

“Poor Mr. Cambridge,” eried I, “ what will become 
ofhim? I know not, indeed, if the three women now 
present overpower him.” 

“To be sure they do,” cried he, “ for I like nothing 
in the world but men! So if you have not some men 
coming, J declare off.” 

Mrs. Vesey aud Mrs. Hancock stared, and I langhed; 
‘but neither of us could discover what he was riming 
at, though he continued this raillery some time, till he 
exelaimed,— 

i Weil, I am sure of one friend, however, to stick 
by me, for one has promised me to come.” 

** And who is that?” said Mrs. Vesey, starmg 
more, 

“ Why a Christian-maker !” 

*¢ A Christian-maker !—who's that ?” 

‘© Why one who is gone to-night to make two 
Christians, and when they are made, will come to see 
if he can make any more here.” 

“ Who is it?” 
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“Myson.” 

« O!—well, I am always glad to see him.” 

Mr. Cambridge then ran on with other : such 
speeches ; but Mrs. Vesey sat gravely pondering, and 
then called out,— 

“Pray how did your son know I should be at 
home?” 

“Why he does not know it,” answered Mr. C.; 
“ but he intends coming to try.” 

She said no more, but I saw she looked extremely 
perplexed. 

Soon after Miss E—— entered. She is a sort of yen 
and ney young gentlewoman, to me very wearisome, 
Mr. Cambridge, during the reception, came up to me, 
and whispered with a laugh,— 

“Ycalled upon your friend, Mrs. Ord, this morn- 
ing, and she told me you would be here to-night.” 

1 laughed, too, but thanked him, and we were going 
on with our own chat when Mrs. Vesey, as if from a 
sudden thought, came up to us, and patting Mr. Cam~ 
bridge on the arm, said,— 

‘I dare say you came to meet Miss Burney?” 

“ Met—no,” cried he, “I came to meet Miss 
E——;” and, immediately quitting me, le went to 
talk with her. 

This was rather a home stroke to be sure, yet I 
really believe accidental. 

Soon after came Mrs. Walsingham, ond insisted 
upon sitting next me, to whom she is most marvelous 
civil. 

Then came Mr. Vesey, with Sir Joshua Reynolds 
and Mr. Richard Burke, from dinner. I was very 
glad to see Sir Joshua, who came up to shake hands 
with me; while Mr. Richard Burke called out aloud 
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from the other end of the room, in his Irish facetious 
way 

“Oho! I shall go round to speak with Miss 
Burney !" 

T so hate these public addresses, that I received 
him with the most chilling gravity ; and, after be had 
leant over my chair a minute or two, with inquiries 
about my health and iy father, he quietly went away, 
and liked his reception too little to retarn. 

The next were Mrs. Burke and her son. I should 
have liked much to have sat by the former, who 
spoke to me with the greatest politeness; but I was 
hemmed in between Mrs. Walsingham and Miss 
E—. 

Lady Spencer brought with her 2 collection of silver 
ears, to serve instead of trumpets, to help deafness. 
They had belonged to the late Lord, and she pre- 
sented them to Mrs. Vesey, who, with great naiveié, 
began trying them on before us all; and a more 
ludierous aight you cannot imagine. 

Sir William Hamilton followed; and then a coterie 
was formed at the other side the room, by all the men 
but yoang Burke, who would not quit my elbow. 

Miss E—— then came next to me again, and wor- 
ried me with most uninteresting proving, never al- 
lowing me to listen for two minutes following to either 
Sir William Hamilton or my dear Mr. Cambridge, 
thongh they were both relating anecdotes the most 
entertaining. 

During this came Mr. George Cambridge. The 
siflla of Mrs. Vesey, rising to receive him with one 
of her silver ears on, and the recollection of several 
accounts given me of her wearing them, made me 
unable to keep my countenarce. 

VOL. II. Tv 
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Mrs. Vesey offered him a chair next to Miss E——; 
‘but, while she was moving to make way for him, down 
dropped her ear. 

* * * * * 

Mr. G. C. was going to speak, when Mrs. Vesey 
interrupted him, by saying, “ Did you know Mr. 
Wallace, Mr. Cambridge?” 

“No, ma’am.” 

“It’s a very disngreeable thing, I think,” said she, 
«* when one has just made acquaintance with any body, 
and likes them, to have them die.” 

This speech set me grinning so irresistibly, that ¥ 
was forced to begin filliping off the crumbs of the 
macaroon cake from my muff, for an excuse for look- 
ing down. 

Just then my father came in: and then Mr. G. C. 
came, and took the chair half beside me. 

I told him of some new members for Dr. Jobn- 
son’s club. 

‘J think,” said he, “it sounds more like some club 
that one reads of in the ‘ Spectator,’ than like a real 
club in these times ; for the forfeits of a whole year will 
not amount to those of a single night in other clubs. 
Does Pepys belong to it?” 

“Qh, no! he is quite of another party! He is head 
man on the side of the defenders of Lord Lyttelton. 
Besides, he has had enough of Dr. Johnson ; for they 
had a grand bettle upon the Life of Lyttelton, at Streat- 
ham.” 

** And had they really a serious quarrel? I neygr 
imagined it had amounted to thet.” 5 

“Oh, yes, serious enough, I assure you. I never 
saw Dr. Johnson really in 2 passion but then: and 
drendful, indeed, it was to see. I wished myself away 
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a thousand times. It was a frightful scene. He 90 red, 
poor Mr. Pepys so pale!” 

“ But how did it begin? What did he say?” 

“Oh, Dr. Johnson caine to the point without much 
ceremony. He called ont aloud, before a large com- 
pany, at dinner, ‘ What have you to say, sir, to me or 
of me? Come forth, man! I hear you object to my 
* Life of Lord Lyttelton.’ What are your objections? 
If you have any thing to say, let’s hear it. Come forth, 
man, when I call you!” 

“(What a call, indeed! Why then he fairly vallied 
him into @ quarrel!” 

** Yes. And I was the more sorry, because Mr. 
Pepys had begged of me, before they met, not to let 
Lord Lyttelton be mentioned. Now I had no more 
power to prevent it than this macaroon cake in my 
hand.” 

“ It was behaving ill to Mrs. Thrale, certainly, to 
quarrel in her house.” 

“* Yes; but he never repeated it; though he wished 
of all things to have gone through just such another 
scene with Mrs. Montagu, and to refrain was an act of 
heroic forbearance.” 

“Why, I rather wonder he did not; for she was the 
head of the set of Lytteltonians.” 

*« Ob, he kuows that; he calls Mr. Pepys only her 
prime minister.” 

** And what does he call her?” 

«¢ ¢Queen,’ to be sure! ‘ Queen of the Blues!’ She 
eame to Streatham one morting, and I saw he was 
dying to attack her. But he had made e promise to 
Mrs. Thrale to have no more quarrels in her house, 
and so he forced himself to forbear. Indeed he was 
very much concerned, when it was over, for what had 
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pissed; and very candid and generous in acknow- 
ledging it. He is too noble to adhere to wrong.” 

“ And how did Mrs. Montagu herself behave t” 

“Very stately, indeed, at first. She turned from 
him very stiffly, and with a most distant air, and with- 
ont even courteseying to him, and with a firm intention 
to keep to what she had publicly declared—that che 
would never speak to him more! However, he went 
up to her himself, longing to begin! and yery roughiy 
said,— Well, madam, what’s become of your five new 
house? I hear no more of it.’” 

* But how did she bear this?” 

“© Why she was obliged to answer him ; and she soon 
grew so frightened—as every body doe»—that she was 
as civil as ever.” 

He laughed heartily at this account. But I told him 
Dr. Johnson was now much softened. He had a.- 
quainted me, when I saw him last, that he had written 
to her upon the death of Mrs. Williams, because she 
had allowed her something yearly, which now ceased. 

“And I lsd o very kind answer from her,” said ie. 

“ Well then, sir,” cried I, ** 1 hope peace now will 
be again proclaimed.” 

«« Why, I am now,” said he, ‘‘ come to that time 
when I wish all bitterness and animosity to be at an 
end. Ihave never done her any serious harm -— nor 
would I; though I could give her a bite! — but sue 
must provoke me much first. In volatile talk, indeed, 
I may have spoken of her not much to her snind: for 
in the tumult of conversation malice is apt to grow 
sprightly; and there, I hope, I am uot yet decrepid !” 

He quite laughed aloud at this characteristic speech. 

“1 most readily assured the Doctor that I had never 
yet seen him limp!” 
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Mr. G.C. told me next a characteristic stroke of Mr. 
Walpole’s. It is the custom, you know, among the 
Macaronies, to wear two watches, which, it is always 
observed, never go together : ‘So | suppose,” says he, 
in his finical way, “‘ one is to tell us what o'clock it is, 
and the other what o'clock it is nor.” 

Another Walpolian, a Mr. G. C. told me, upon the 
Duke de Bouillon, who tries to pass for an English- 
man, and calls himself Mr. Godfrey. “‘ But I think,” 
says Mr. Walpole, “he might better take an English 
title, and call himself the Duhe of Mutton Broth.” 

Trispay.—l spent the afteruoon with Dr. Johnson, 
who indeed is very ill, and whom I could hardly tell 
how to leave. But he is rather better since, though 
still in a most elarming way. Indeed, | om very 
much afraid for him! He was very, very kind!— Oh, 
what a cruel, heavy loss will he be! 

e* + . * « 

You have heard the whole story of Mr, Burke, the 
Chelsea Hospital, and his most charming letter? To- 
day he called, and, as my father was ont, inquired for 
me. He made a thousand apologies for breaking in 
upon me, but said the bneiness was finally settled at 
the Treasury. Nothing could be more delicate, more 
elegant than his manner of doing this kindness. I 
«on’t kuow whether he was most polite or most friendly 
‘n his whole behaviour to me. I could almost have 
cried when he said, “This is my last act in office :"* he 
said it with so manly « cheerfulness, in the midst of 
unuisguised regret. What a man he is! 

Faripay, Dzc. 197a.—This morning, Mr. Cambridge 


* © This alludes to Dr, Burney’s appointment to the office of 
organist to the chapel of Chelea Hospital, 
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gen., came again, and I had a charming téte-d-téte with 
him. He most comically congratulated himself upon 
finding me alone: ‘* for now,” says he, ‘* you will talk 
to me.” He then repeatedly hoped he did not disturb 
me, which I assured him he could never do, and then 
we began our usual conversation upon every sort of 
thing that came uppermost. 

Some time after he said,— 

«¢ Gay as you may think me, 1 am always upon the 
watch for evil: only I do not look for it, like the 
Crorkers, to be miserable, but to prevent it. And, for 
this purpove, I am constantly turning about in my own 

mind every possible esil than can happen, and then T 
make it my whale business to guard against it.” 


i went ahernards, hy long appointment, to Mr. Bur- 
rows's, to meet Mr. and Mrs. Barbauld. Mrs. Chapone 
carried me. ® 

Mrs. Chapone herself is the most superiorly un- 
affected creature you cau couccive, and full of agrémens 
from good sense, talent, and conversational powers, in 
defiance of age, infirmities, aad uncuumon ugliness. I 
really love as well ay admire aud esteem her. 

Dec. 277n.—We went at night, according to ap- 
pointment, to the Pepys. We found only Lady 
Rothes, Sir Lucas Pepy~, tor Dr. Pepys has just been 
made a baronet, Lord Leslic, a youth of about eighteen, 
son of Lady Rothes, Mr. Montagu, Mr. Wraxal,jand 
the master and mistress. Mrs. Walsingham and Miss 
Boyle went to one side of the room, and 1 was placed 
next Lady Rothes on the other. 

All the Pepys were in good humour and good spi- 
rite; their new dignity has elated without making 
them impertinent. 
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Tuxsnax, Dec, 30.—I went to Dr. Johnson, and 
spent the evening with him. He was very indifferent, 
indeed. There were some very disagreeable people 
with him; and he once affected me very much, by 
turning suddenly to me, and grasping my hand, and. 
saying,— 

“The blister I have tried for my breath has betrayed 
some very bad tokens; but I will not terrify myself 
by talking of them: ah, priez Dieu pour moi!” 

You may believe I promised that I would! — Good 
and excellent as he is, how can he so fear death? — 
Alas, my Susy, how awful is that idea!—He was quite 
touchingly affectionate to me. How earnestly I hope 
for his recovery ! 
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1784. 
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PART VIII. 
1784. 


Tusapay, Jax. Grn.—l spent the afternoon with Dr. 
Johnson, and had the great satisfaction of finding bint 
better. 

Tavrepay, Jax. 8t1.—I dined with Mrs. Delany. 
The venerable and excellent old lady received me with 
open ayms, and we kissed one another as if she had 
been my sweet grandmother, whom she always re- 
minds me of. She looks as well as ever, only rather 
thinner; but she is ax lively, yay, pleasant, good-hu- 
moured. and animated, as at eighteen. She sees, she 
says, much worse; ** but | am thankful,” she added, 
cheerfully, “1 can see at oll at my age. My greatest 
lose is the counteuance of my frieuds; however, to 
see even the light is a grat blessing.” 

She shewed me a most elegant aud ingenivus loom, 
which the Queen mnde Lcr a present of Jast summer 
at Windsor, for making friuge ; and a gold knitting 
needle given her hy the King. And she told me the 
whole history of their manner of presenting them, with 
a cort of grateful simplicity that was quite affecting. 
Did 1 ever tell you of the letter the Queen wrote her, 
when she gave her a beautiful case of instrements for 
her curious works ! She signed it her ‘affectionate 
Queen.” I quite reverence the Queen for her sense of 
Mrs. Delany's merit. 
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‘We had, however, but half an hour alone, and it 
seemed to me inuch shorter. Mrs. Carter and Miss 
Hamilton came to dinner. 

Mra, Carter is a charming woman ; I never liked her 
so rauch before; but I never before saw so much of her 
to like. Miss Hamilton I have nothing uew to say 
about; I had no opportunity to ask her for the Bas 
Bien, os I had never been near her, and was much re- 
proached, and had peace to make for myself, 

In the evening the Duchess of Portland came, and 
was very gracious and very agreeable. Lady Dart- 
mouth, also, who seems a very plain, unaffected, wor- 
thy women; Mrs. Levison, one uf Mrs. Boscawen’s 
daughters, and Miss G. a maid of houour, whom 
I have been invited three days following to meet at 
Mrs. Walsivgham’s. She has kad, it seems, a man’s 
education; yet she is young, pretty, und, at times, 
very cugaging. She seems unequal, and, { am told, 
can be very saucy and snpercilious. 

The evening did very well, but the first half hour 
‘was worth the whole day. 


Mrs. Thrale to Miss £. Burney. 
Buth, Junuary 15, 175. 

Well, my dearest Burney—now Mrs. Byron is ill, 
and all my tenderness returns. Do seud her the in- 
closed, and lect me know whether she is bad or no. 
Poor soul! she loves me dearly in her way, and if I 
dq not like her method, ‘tia no reason for rejecting 
her regard. 

1 have got a world of franks, and shali torment you 
accordingly. 

Sir Lueas Pepye received a letter from me the other 
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day, all about my health ; perhaps he ll answer it; and 
Seward hears all the particulars as if he were an old 
nurse. 

As for being well in this weather, it were as rational 
to bid me calm the heats of Parliament as my own 
agitated nerves: but, as the man in ‘‘ The Rambler” 
says, “ perhaps I shall mend in the spring.” 

Air balloons go no faster than post-horses at last! I 
caught my death almost by looking at one the other 
day, which went to Bristol in an hour from hence. I 
dare say Sir John Lade's phaeton would have beaten 
our Icarus out of sight. 

Adieu, my love, and may God bless you but as is 
wished and prayed for by your own 

IL. T. 


Diary Resumed. 


Tavaspay, January l6tx.— My Bath journey, my 
dear Suay, I know not what to sey about; could I go 
for one fortnight, nothing could so much rejoice me; 
for I even languish, I pine to see again my beloved 
and very—oh, very unhappy Mrs. Thrale! I know 
well the meeting, as things are at present situated, 
would half kill her with joy, and me with « thousand 
feelings I keep off as well as I can; but I cannot tell 
how to arrange matters for this purpose. The ex-~ 
pense of such an expedition, for so short a time, 1 
know not how even to name to my father, who has a 
thousand reasons against my going, all founded on 
arguments unanswerable. 

T had « very long conference with dear Mr. Cam- 
bridge, who returned to towa with undiminished kind- 
ness for me, as he ehewed in & manner that will amaze 


1764) OF THE AUTHOR OF EVELINA. 301 


you. Charlotte was with us at first, bat soon retingg ; 
and we had they an hour or two by ourselves. 

He began by talking of the preceding evening at 
Mrs. Ord’s, and its heaviness. 1 was half ready to 
Jaugh,—there was something so zaif in the complaint. 

Bat I must tell you,” said he, “how I made 
George laugh, though without intending it, after we 
got into Mortimer Street last night, Why, George, 
says I, what au evening we have hed here. Why, 
there’s neither been mirth nor instroction!” 

** Mrs. Ord,” cried J, ** in a very friendly woman, and 
very sensible; and, indeed, 1 go to see her because 1 
have a real regard for her, and she has the warmest 
regard for me; but I don’t go expecting entertainment 
frown her brilliaucy.” 

“Uh, it is quite right for you, and quite another 
thing for you; but for me, who come seldom to town, 
it does not answer; for I always want either to bear 
something thut io new, or something that is pleasant. 
Bat it is very well for you who live in town, and { 
would have you go,” 

‘We had then a little further talk about the evening, 
after which, in a very serious tone, Mr. Cambridge 
said,— 

“ And now I have something very interesting to 
@ay to you. I hardly know how to tell it you; but 
you inust bear it as well as you can, and not suifer it 
to prey upon your spirits.” 

And then, while 1 listened aghast, he told me that 
the sweet Kitty was in so dangerous a way he could 
not but look forward to the most fatel conclusion of her 
malady. 

I was traly concerned —concerned at my very heart 
to hear such sounds from him; bat when he proceeded 
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togomfort me,—to beg me to bear up,—I was really 
obliged to go and poke at the fire with all my might 
to hide from him the effeet of such generosity of 
‘sentiment. 1 cennot write you the particulars of what 
he said, because, things being since a little mended, 
1 hope there is less occasion to think over such ead 
admonitions: but he charged me to bear up sgainst 
this misfortune as he did. 

“You,” said he, ‘¢ must remind me hereafter, should 
you see me sinking at last in sorrow when all is over, 
of what I say to you now, and of all her sufferings, 
which now I think worse than all.” 

Again he charged me to be cheerful myself, and said 
he had given the same charge to Sally Baker. 

* You two,” added he, ‘‘aud my two girls, have, 
among you all four but one fault,—and that is too 
much feeling. You must repress that, therefore, as 
much as you can.” 

And when he had repeated there injunctions, he 
said,— 

«And now we will talk of it no more. ¥ have 
prepared you for what may happen ; so now think of 
it as little as you can, and forgive me for giving you so 
much pain; and the less we say upon this subject in 
futare the better. 

. - # ” * 

I went alone to Mrs. Vesey’s, which was very dis- 
agreeable to me. There was a very full meeting too, 
and most of the company were already arrived; and, 
to add to the pleasure of my entrée, Mrs. Vesey was in 
an inner room: so my name way spoke aloud at the 
door, aud then nobody was ready to receive me. I 
stood so awkward; till at last Sir Joshua Reynolds 
milingly called out,— 
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‘* Mies Barney, you had better come and sit by me, 
for here ‘a no Mrs. Vesey.” 

I instantly obeyed the droll summons. 

* Why don’t Dr, Burney come with you?” cried he, 
good-naturedly; “ you should make him, for it ix very 
distressing to you to come in alone.” 

I never will go alone again unless I can go much 
earlier, 

I now soon saw folks enongh that I knew. Mr. 
Jerningham first came up to nie, and offered to fetch 
Mrs. Vesey, which, though I declined, he would do. 
She received me most kindly, and told me I had a little 
party of friends in the boudoir who desired I would 
join them ; but I had had enough of exhibiting myself, 
and begged leave to sit still. 

“© But you can’t think, my dear ma'am,” cried she, 
“ how happy you will make me, if you will be quite ag 
your ease here, and rau about just ns you like.” 

Tlow well she sees what would make me happy!— 
to run about in rooms fall of company! 

As soon as she was called off, Mr. Jerningham took 
her place, civilly declaring he would not give it up, 
come who might. 

Soon after came Mr. Montagu with another message 
from the boudoir; but 1 was now by the Burrows 
and Mrs. Pepys, aud did not like parading away. 
They sent a bad messenger, however; for he got a 
chair in our circle, and took back no answer. After- 
wards Miss Hamilton herself came, and, taking my 
hand, insisted upou carrying me back with her. 

The boudoir party wa¢ Mrs. Carter, Miss Gregory, 
Miss Hamilton, Lady Wake, Miss Ann Clarke, and 
Mr. Montagu. 1 was introduced by Miss Hamilton to 
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the two ladies whose names are new to you. I stayed 
with this party all the evening. 

Mrs. Carter talked more than any body ever heard 
her talk before; and Mr. Montagu declared he was 
eure it was for me. I should desire nothing more 
than such influence, were it so; for her talk was all 
instruction, Were I to see much of her, I really think 
we should be exceeding good friends. Mrs. Vesey, 
Dr. Warton, and Mr. Jerningham joined ue ocession- 
ally, In the other rooms were Mrs. Montagu, Mrw. 
Buller, Sir William Hamilton, and crowds more, with 
dear, amiable, unaffected Sir Joshua. 

Mr. Cambridge, came very late, and ventured not 
into our closet, which eeemed a band exclusive. 

There was a world of regret in the boudoir, about my 
not going to see the Hamilton Vase next day ; for most 
gf that set were to form the party, 

Sarurpay, Jaxcary 17ru.—To-das, by long in- 
vitation, 1 was to spend the evening at the Pepys. 

We kept up, among our own group, a general con- 
versation, but not a very lively one; for Miss G. 
whispered me she wished Miss O. away, she could 
say 80 little: and Mr. M. told me, in another whisper, 
he could not bear looking at Miss H. there was some- 
thing so disagreeably languishing in her eyes! The 
two ladies had no opportunity, as I was seated, to 
whisper a return of these compliments; but I found 
that none of them desired the affinity of the others. 

The evening rubbed on and rubbed off till it began 
to break up. Mrs. Montaga was the first who rose to 
take leave, and, in passingeby to go out, suddenly 
perceived me, and eagerly advancing, put both her 
hands upon my shoulders, and good-humouredly ex- 
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claimed, “Oh, have I found you out at last?” And 
then she said many very obliging things, which she 
finished with an invitation for the next Wednesday 
evening with my father. 


Mrs. Thrale to Miss F. Burney. 
Bath, Wednesday, Pebruary 18, 1784. 

Thanks, thauks, a thonsand, my prettiest, dearest 
Burney! This charming letter makes amends for all. 
And you remember last winter, do you? and remember 
it with tenderness? What then must have passed in 
my mind, on the dreadful anniversary of a day which, 
instead of killing me as it ought to have done, gave to 
two innocent, unfortunate people, a crnel and lingering 
death,—like the arrows tipped with African poison, 
which slowly and gradually retardiug the vital powers, 
at length (in about three yeurs | think) wholly put a 
stop to their exertion! 

You are vastly good-natured about the little Dobbina, 
who is my fond and humble adorer; though somewhat 
jealous of her husband’s being (as he truly is) a greater 
favourite with me than her. The means she takes to 
supplant him are truly comical, and would make you 
laugh most heartily ; but so night twenty undescribable 
situations if you were on the spot,—the ouly clean, 
and warm, and wholesome spot in England at this 
time. Oh, I would not quit dear Bath jast now for 
any place in King George's dominions! 

Pray, is Baretti sick or in distress? The Italians 
think him dead; but I sappose all is well with him, 
a'n't it? 

Johnson is in a sad way, doubtless; yet he mey still 
with care last another twelvemonth, and every week's 

VOL. If. x 
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existence is gain to him, who, like good Hezekiah, 
wearies Heaven with entreaties for life. 1 wrote him a 
very serious letter the other day. 

The Methodists do certainly reconcile one to death, 
by rendering all temporal enjoyments obtuse, or re- 
presenting them as illicit. Whoever considers this 
world as a place of constant mortification, aud incessant 
torment, will be well enough contented to Jeave it; but 
I can scarcely think our saviour, who profesed his 
yoke to be easy and bis burden to be light, will have 
peculiar pleasure in their manner of serving hiw. My 
principles are never conviuced by their arguments, 
though my imagination is alway. fluttered by their 
vehemence. We must do the best we can at last, and 
as King David says, ‘Let us fall into the hands of 
God, and not into the hands of men; for the: are 
severe and cruel judges of each othe." 

Apropos—Mr.Seward’s disapprobation is merely ex- 
ternal, and by no means like yours, the growth of his 
heart; but the coarseness of his eapressions he has to 
himself, and | cannot guess how ] have deserved them. 
Sir Lucas Pepys writes very tenderly to me. Live or 
fle, he shall not find me ungrateful. 

‘Why do you cateh these horrible fey ers, dear Burney? 
They will demolish you some day before you are aware. 

Well, you have lost some of the old treason-plotters, 
to be sure, by whom you were and are dearly loved 
aud valned; but when friends are once parted in this 
wide world, ‘tis so strange if they ever meet again, 
that no one ought to wonder should they see each 
othcr no more. There isg place, however, where we 
shall meet those we love, and enjoy their society iu 
peace and comfort. To such as have fally experienced 
the agoni-s of absonce, sure that will be heaven enough. 
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Adieu, my precious friend, and don’t forget one on 
whose heart time and distance have no other effect 
than to engrave affection and affliction the deeper. 
Adieu! Tam really almost drawn together from empti- 
ness and sinking. Love me, however, while I am 


our 
z H.L.T. 


Mrs, Thiale to Miss Burney. 
Rath, Trewlay, 23 March, 1744, 


You were a dear creutuie to write so soon aud 80 
sweetly , but we shall never meet. J sce that clearly, 
and have cen it long. “My going to London would be 
a dreadful expense, and ning on a thousand inquiries 
and inconveniences — visits to Jolimeon and from 
Cator: and where must I liv fur the time, too? Oh, 
T have desned nothing cise since yon wrote, ‘ut all is 
impossibility. Why would you cver flatter me that 
you might, maybe, come to Bath? I san the une 
tiLelihood even then, aud my 1etied Irfe will not 
“nduce you. fricads to permit yous comitg hither aow. 
I fancy even my own young lidies wit! leave nme, and 
I sincerely think they will he perfectly right so to do, 
as the world they wish to shine in is quite excluded by 
my style of living. 

Bath flush they properly «nough despise, aud Lon- 
don flash I cannot attend them iu. More chapters of 
the Bible, or more volames of the Nomen and Euglish 
histories, would fatigue their ears— for their lungs have 
not yet suffered. I have, honever, read to theia the 
Bible from beginning to end, the Rocaau and English 
histories, Milton, Shakspere, Pope and Young's works 
from head to heel; Warton and Johnsou’s cnticisms 
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on the Poets; besides a complete system of dramatic 
writing; and classical—-I mean English classics —- 
they are most perfectly acquainted with. Such works 
of Voltaire, too, as were not dangerous, we have 
worked at; ‘+ Rollin des Belles Lettres,” and a hundred 
more. 

But my best powers are past, and I think I must 
ooh. them a lady to supply my deficiency, to attend 
them if they should like a jaunt next summer or 60 ; 
for I will not quit Bath. The waters and physicians 
of this place are all my comfort, and I often think 1 
never shall again leave the spot. 

Ab, Burney! you little hnow the suffering, and, I 
will add, the patient suffering of your 

HLT? 


Journal Resumed. 


Sarurpay, Aprit 171n.— The sight of your paw 
any way, my dearest Susy, my heart’s ever dearest 
friend, would be well worth all the pence I have in the 
world, could I see it on no other condition. Indeed 1 


* The above itt: w mdorsed as follow. im the handwartmg of 
Madame d'Arblay — 

“ Many letters of 2 subwquent dati to thm letter, of 14th 
March, 1754, £ hayc utterly, for cogunt reasons (coguut and con- 
screntious), destroyed Lollowmg, with this so long deaicst friend, 
the mmple, hut umsvalled, golden rule, I would only preervc 
wach as evince her conflicts, her me1j, and her sufferings, mental 
snd corporval, to evonerate her from the banal reproach of yield- 
ing umessting to her paan 4 er fault and grievous ms- 
fortune yas, not combatmg them m then ongm, not flying cven 
from then menacc How have ] loved her’ with what affection 
what gratitude, what adnui vtion, und whet affhetion! 

“°9% February, 1825* 
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ave not been really in spirits, nor had one nataral 
laugh, since I lost you; there seems such an insi- 
pidity, such a vaccity in all that passes. I know not, 
in truth, whether I most inies you when happy or 
when sad. That I wish for you most when happy is 
certain; but that nothing upon earth can do me so 
much good, when sad, as your society, is certain too. 
Constantly to hear from you, and to write to you, is 
the next best thing; so now, with as little murmuring 
as I am able, I return to our paper conversations. 

Your note by the postilion was truly welcome; and 
I thank yon most waruly for writing it. 1 am grieved 
you had so bad a journey, which } fear you could 
never bear so well as you imposingly pretend. As to 
me, I have had, } confess, a slight headach ever «ince 
you went; but I believe it to be owing to stagnation 
of blood from ~tupidity, nothing of an enlivening 
nature having passed to give me a fillip for the Philip 
I have lost. There! could Charlotte do more? How- 
ever, I solemnly assure you I am only heavyish, not 
D1; and I intend to shake that off by the first 
opportanity. 

Your letter to my father, and account of the sweet 
litle girl, delighted us all. He will very soon answer 
it himself. I am rejoiced on your account as much as 
hers thet she can now walk su well. So now to my 
proceedings. 

Moxpay, Arrit 19rn.—1 went in the evening to 
see dear Dr. Johnson. He received me with open 
arma, scolded me with the most flattering expressions 
for my absence, but would not let me come away 
without making me promise to dine with him next 
day, on a salmon from Mrs. Thrale. This 1 did not 
dare refuse, as he was urgent, and J had played traant 
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eo long; but, to be sure, I had rather have dined first, 
on account of poor Blacky. He is amazingly re- 
covered, and perfectly good-humoured and comfortable, 
and siilingly alive to idle chat. 

At Dr. Johnson’s we had Mr. and Mrs. Hoole and 
their son, and Mrs. Hall, a very good Methodist, and 
sister of John Wesley. The day was tolerable; but 
Dr. Johnson is never his best when there is nobody to 
draw him out; but he was much pleased with my 
coming, and very kind indeed. 

Apri, 22p.— Sweet and delectable to me was my 
dearest Susy’s letter. I am so glad of seeing your 
sentiments, when J cannot hear them, that your letters 
are only less valuable to me than yourself: and, in- 
deed, no letters were ever so very near conversation as 
ours; they have but this fault,— the longest never 
says half there is to say. 

I will not answer one word to what you aay of our 
dear, lost Chesington ; if I do, I shall start no other 
subject. But Iam truly delighted by all you say of 
the sweet little girl, and most thankful to Heaven for 
the comfort she affords you. J am well, my dear 
Susy, I assure you, though not ‘all alive and jolly ;” 
yet by no means melancholic neither; a little still in 
the stagnuating order; but it will wear away, I hope, 
and I spare not for continual employment, by way of 
forwarding its departure. 

I did not receixe your letter, my dear Susy, till 
Tuesday. I have lately spent a great deal of time at 
home, for I have now a little broke my father into 
permitting my sending excuses; and, indeed, I was 
most heartily tired of visiting, though the people vi- 
sited have been among the first for talents in the 
kingdom. I can go nowhere with pleasure or spirit, 


1784] OF THE AUTHOR OF EVELINA. 311 


if I meet not somebody who interests my heart as weil 
as my head, and I miss Mra. Thrale most woefully in 
both particalars, 

Fray, Arprit 23p.— The sweet and most be- 
witching Mrs. Lock called upon me in the evening, 
with her son George. 1 let her in, and did so rejoice 
Thad not gone to Mrs. Vesey's. But I rejoiced for 
only a short time; she came but to take leave, for she 
war going to Norbury the very next morning, I was 
quite heuvy ali the evening. She does truly interest 
‘both head and heart. I love her already. And she 
was 80 kind, so caressing, so soft; pressed me so much 
to fix a time for going to Norbury; said auch sweet 
things of Mrs. Phillips; and kissed me eo affectionately 
in quitting me, that I was quite melted by her. 

‘What a charm has London lost for me by her de~ 
parture! sweet creature that she is; born and bred te 
dispense pleasure and delight to all who see or know 
her! She, Mrs. Thrale, and Mrs. Delany, in their se- 
veral ways all excellent, povsess the joint powers of 
winning the affections, while they delight the intel- 
lects, to the highest summit { can even conceive of 
human attraction. The heart-fascination of Mrs 
Thrale, indeed, few know; but those few must confess 
and must feel her sweetness, to them, is as captivating 
as her wit is brilliant to all. 

Sarurpay, Apri 24.— My father and I went very 
late to the Borough: early enough, however, for me, 
as J was not in cue for a mixed party of praters. I 
respect and esteem them; but they require an ex- 
ertion to which Iam not always inclined. The com- 
pany was Mrs. Montegu, Mrs. Garrick, Miss More, 
Mr. and Mrs. Pepys, Mrs. Chapone, and two or three 
less eminent. 
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I had many flattering reproaches for my late tru- 
ancy from these parties; but all that I received any 
pleasure iu was about « quarter of an hour's separate 
talk with Mrs. Garrick, who was so unaffected, cheer- 
ful, and rational, that | was very glad of the chat. 

Moxpax, Aprit 26.—I spent with my dear Mrs. 
Delany, and more pleasantly than I have spent any 
day since my Susy left town. She gave me her letters 
to rummage, frum Swift and Young; and she told me 
all the anecdotes that occarred to her of her acquaint- 
ance with them. How I grieve that her sight visibly 
continues to decay! afl ber other senses and faculties 
are perfect, though she says not. 

“* My friends,” said she once when we were alone, 
‘will Jast, I believe, ns long as 1 last, because they 
are very good; but the pleasare of our friendehip is 
now all to be received by me, for I have lost all power 
of retarning any.” 

If she often spoke sneh untruths, J should not revere 
her asi do. She has been in great affliction lately for 
Lady Mansfield, a very old friend, just dead. 

*¢ The Duchess of Portland and I,” said she, “ have 
shut ourselves np together, and seen nobod;; and 
some people said we did mischief to ourselves by it, 
foe the Duchess lamented Lady Mansfield still more 
than I did. Huwever, our sympathy has only done 
good to both. But to-dey | wanted a cordial, and that 
made me wish for you.” 

How kind and how sweet! We were quite alone till 
evening, except for lovely Miss P——-, whom I like 
very much; and J entreated Mrs. Delany always to 
let me dine with her alone; and I believe she will 
comply, for we grow more and more sociable and 
unreserved. 
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«1 was told,” said she once, ‘that when I grew 
older, I should feel less; but I do not find it 20; Iam 
sooner, 1 think, hurt than ever. 1 suppose it is with 
very old age as with extreme youth, the effect of 
weakness ; neither of those stages of life have firmness 
for bearing misfortunes.” 

In the evening we had Lady Andover and Mrs. 
Walsingham. 

May Gra.—I breakfasted at Mrs. Ord’s, to meet 
Mr. and Mrs. Smelt, Mrs. Garrick, and Miss More, 
and we had a very pleasant morning, of rational and 
elegant conversation, Mr. Smelt hus the same taste 
in the fine arts and in literature that Mr. Lock has. 
He is a most polished and high-bred man; but 
could make no acquaintance with him, though Mra. 
Ord and himself were both caruest that I should ; for 
uever once did be open his mouth but to make me 
some compliment allasive to “ Cecilia;” and though 
always with delicacy, ever to refinement, it always was 
compliment, and kept we in that sort of acknow- 
ledging restraint, that put it out of my power to say 
any thing im reply. He asked me where } should 
spend the summer? I told him at Chesington; and, 
for some part of it, at Mr. Lock’s. 

«*Ah!” cried he, ‘* you are acquainted, then, with 
that divine family !” 

No wonder he, who has so much in common with 
Mr. Lock, should passionately admire both him and 
his. 

May 7ra.— My father and J dined at the Bishop of 
Winchester’s; this beg my first sight of Mrs. North 
this year. She reproached me, however, very gently, 
pressing me to come to Chelsea, and assuring me she 
would never forgive it if 1 did not visit her at Farn- 
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ham in the summer. The Bishop is charming, and 
the children are very interesting. 

In the evening we went to Sir Joshua Reynolds’. 
Here we met Mr. Burke; not well, however, nor in 
high spirits, but very good-humoured and pleasant; 
and so kind as to seat himself next me all the evening. 
His son was there too, and, as he came a fall half- 
hour before his father, had kept that seat himeelf, as 
usual, till his arrival, 1 am quite amazed at him and 
young Montagu, for their noble perseverance in 
working so resolutely at so much dryness and coldness 
as I treat them with. They both very pleasing 
and well-bred young men; at 1 can hardly tell 
tayself why J am not more sociable with them; but it 
is so that | am not; and I feel obliged to them in vain. 

Young B.’s uncle, Mr. R. Burke, was there also, 
and, as he ever does, instantly distinguished me in a 
public manner; but though £ am much entertained 
sometimes with his strong humour, there is a boldness 
in his manuers thut always excites in mine a chilliness 
thet distances him. How unlike his brother! 


fis. Theale to Miss F. Burney. 
‘Mortimer Street, Cavendish Square, 
‘Tuceday Night, May 1784. 

I am come, dearest Burney. It is neither dream 
nor fiction; though I love yon dearly, or I would 
not have come. Alsence and distance do nothing 
towards wearing out real affection ; eo you shall always 
find it in your true and tender 

H.L. T. 

I am somewhat shaken bodily, but ‘tis the mental 

ehocks that have made me unable to bear the corpo- 
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real ones. “Tis past ten o'clock, however, and I must 
lay myself down with the sweet expectation of seeing 
my chaning friend in the morning to breakfast. I 
love Dr, Burney too well to fear him, and he loves me 
too well to say a word which should make me love 
him less. 


s Journal Resumed. 


May 17.—Let me now, my Susy, acquaint you a 
little more connectedly than 1 have done of late how # 
have gone on. The rest of that week 1 devoted almost 
wholly to sweet Mrs? Thrale, whose society was truly 
the most delightful of cordials to me, however, at 
times, mixed with bitters the least palatable. 

One day 1 dined with Mrs. Garrick to meet Dr. 
Johnsou, Mrs. Carter, Misa Jlawilton, and Dr. aud 
Miss Cadogan ; and oue evening I went to Mrs. Vesey, 
to weet almost every body,—the Bishop of St. Asaph, 
and all the Shipleys, Bishop Chester aud Mrs. Por- 
tens, Mra. and Miss Ord, Sir Joshua Reynolds and 
Mie, Palmer, Mrs. Buller, all the Burrows, Mr. Wal- 
pole, Mrs. Boscawen, Mrs. Garrick, and Miss More, 
and some others, But all the rest of my time I gave 
wholly to dear Mrs, Thrale, who lodged in Mortimer 
Street, and who saw nobody else. Were I not sensible 
of her goodness, and full of incurable affection for her, 
should } not be a monster? 

* . . * . 

1 parted most reluctantly with my dear Mrs. Thrale, 
whom, when or how, I shall see again, Heaven only 
knows! but in sorrow we parted—on my side in real 
effliction, 

The next morning, while ruminating in much sad- 
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ness upon my late interviews with Mrs. Thrale, how 
great was the relief of my mind,—the delight. in- 
deed, to be sammoved to my dear Mr. Cambridge. 
T flew to him—I gave him my band, for I could 
not help it, from the great satisfaction [ felt in again 
seeing him. “But why, sir,” 1 cried, “have you 
becn such « stranger?—I hope nothing is worse at 
Twickenham 2" 

The grave and fixed countevance that now met my 
» syes, though the first Joh had heen hindly smiling, 
“old me instantly how all our fair, lately raised hopes 
were blasted. IIc was silent a moment, and then 
slowly answered,—‘ Yeo: we mifet not talk of that.” 

Shocked and disappointed at thi. relapse, 1 could 
not forbear expressing my concern. He then more 
explicitly told une how ill every thing went; aud that 
now all hope was finally over. Sir John Elliot had 
been with them the morning before, and told them to 
expect the worst! ‘“ You must now, therefo.e,” said 
he, ‘‘ only pray to have her released.” 

Something then, but in a hurrjing manner. as if 
willing to get rid of the enhject, he said of disappoint 
ment about my going to Twickenham, or seeing his 
beloved Kitty any more; and concluded it with,— 
“IT can now only hope to see you e consolation to 
Charlotte.” 

O that I might be so! but who on earth can comole 
that noble-minded creature? He told me how greatly 
she behaved, and said that but the day before ~he had 
declared she could not, for the sake of one quarter of 
an hour’s smiles from her darling sister, any lunger 
wish her to endure twenty-four hours’ misery ! 

The old complaints still continue, and new ones 
appear: he had stayed with them only to watch by 
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the poor sufferer, who bore her accumulated torments 
like an angel. He came up now in order to dine with 
Dr. Heberden and Sir John Elliot; but gave me to 
understand this was the last visit he purposed making 
to town till all suspense was over. 

. * * . . 

[At this period the health of Mra. Phillips failed so 
much that, after some deliberation, she and Captain 
Phillips decided on removing to Boulogne for change 
of air, The following letter was written by Miss 
Burney to her sister, when this plen was first in 
agitation.] 

Jouxz 13.—My dearest, dearest Susy, 1 have read 
your final lettcr with much more composure than I did 
your leading one. I saw what was coming, and was 
therefore prepared for it; but do not grieve, so my 
darling Susy,—my own ever, ever inost dear of friends 
and sisters! Grieve not for me, in taking measures to 
preserve the life and health most valuable to my own. 
Such being the motive of your removal, I can bear it 
without a murmur, and | will do all in my power to 
assist it, by taking upon me the whole management of 
it with my father whenever you please. 

But wust it be to the Contineut ?—the division by 
sea—how could I cross it were you ill? Who would 
take me? and could I bear that Phillips should leave 
you to fetch me in such a case? The remotest part of 
England were better to me. But ifhe or you think 
your abode there will be pleasanter, oh, dearest Susy! 
that, indeed, will be a pull upon my heart-strings !— 
‘but of this when we mect. You certainly have been 
well in various parts of England: Ipswich, Twicken- 
ham, Norbury,—all shew the nation is not against 
you, only the clay soil. However, when we meet ir 
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time enough; I will do nothing to plague you out of a 
seheme, if it is formed. 

Yon will, probably, have heard how they are re- 
Heved at Twickenham, and how angelically the whole 
family bear what has befallen them. O my Susy !— 
Jet me but preserve you, and all other evils now seem 
trifling. I would not oppose Capt. P. in his plan for 
the world. I adore him for it—if it be for yoar 
health. 

(Towards the end of July in this year, Mrs. Thrale’s 
second marriege took place with Mr. Piozzi, and Miss 
Burney went about the same time to Norbury Park, 
where she passed some weeks with Mr. and Mrs. Lock. 
The following “‘ Sketch” of a letter, and memorandum 
of what had recently passed between Mrs. Piozzi and 
herself, is taken trom the journal of that period.] 


Aliss F. Burney to Mrs. Piozzi. 
Norbury Park, Ane 1. 1734. 


When my wondering eyes first looked over the 
letter I received last night, my mind instantly dictated 
a Ligh-spirited vindication of the consistency, integrity, 
and faithfulness of the friendship thus abruptly re- 
proached and cast away. But a sleepless night gave 
sme leisure to recollect that you were ever es generous 
as precipitate, and that your own heart would do 
Jeetice to mine, in the cooler judgment of future re- 
flection. Committing myself, therefore, to that period, 
1-Jetermined simply to assure you, that if my last letter 
hurt either you or Mr. Piozzi, I am no less sorry than 
surpriscd ; and that if it offended you, I sincer ly beg 
your pardon. 
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Not to thet time, however, can | wait to acknow- 
ledge the pain an accusation so unexpected has caused 
me, nor the heartfelt satisfaction with which I shall 
receive, when you are able to write it, a softer renewal 
of regard. 

May Heaven direct aud blee~ you! 

PF. B. 

N.B. This i» the shetch of the answer which F. B. 
most painfully wrote tv the unmerited reproach of not 
sending cordial congratulations upon a marriage which 
she had uniformly, openly, aud with decp and avowed 
affliction, thought wrong. 


Mis. Piozze ww Miss Buarwy. 

Wallbech Strect, No $4 Cavendish Square. 

Tniday, Aug 13, 1744 
Give yourself uo serious coucern, swertest Burney. 
All is well, and F aim tov happy :yself to make a 
friend otherwise ; quiet your hind heart immediately, 

and love my husband if you love his and your 

TL. L. Prozzz. 


N.B. To this hind uote, F. B. wrote the warmest 
and most affectionate and heartfelt reply ; but never 
received another word! Aud here and thus stopped 
a correspondence of six years of almost unequalled 
partiality, and fondness ou her side; and affection, 
gratitude, admiratiun, and ~inceiity on that of F. B., 
who could only conjecture the cessation to be cansed 
by the resentment of Piozzi, when informed of her 
constant opposition to the union. 
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Addressed to Mrs. Phillips. 


Faspay, Oct. 8ru-—I set off with my dear father 
for Chesington, where we passed five days very com- 
fortably; my father was all good humoonr, all himeelf,— 
euch as you and I mean by that word. The next day 
we had the blessing of your Dover letter, and on Thurs- 
day, Oct. 14, I armved at dear Norbury Park, at about 
seven o'clock, after a pleasant ridein the dark. Mr. Lock 
most kindly and cordially welcomed me; he came out 
upon the steps to receive me, and his beloved Fredy waited 
for me in the vestibule. Oh, with what tenderness did 
she take me to her bosom! I felt meited with her kind- 
ness, but ¥ could not express a joy like hers, for my 
heart was very full—full of my dearest Susan, whose 
image seemed before me upon the spot where we had £0 
lately been together. They told me that Madame de ia 
Fite, her daughter, and Mr. Hinde, were in the house; 
i ut as I am now, I hope, come for a long time, I did not 
vex at hearing this. Their first inquiries were if 1 had 
not heard from Boulogne. 

Sarcepay.—lI fally expected a letter, but none came ; 
but Scnpay I depended upon one. The post, however, 
did not arrive before we went to church. Madame de 
la Fite, seeing my sorrowful looks, good nataredly 
asked Mrs, Lock what could be set about to divert 
little la pauvre Mademoiselle Beurney? and pro- 
posed reading a drama of Madame de Genlis. I 
‘approved it much, preferring it greatly to conversation ; 
and, accordingly, she and her daughter, each taking 
characters to themselves, read “ La Rosiére de Salency.” 
Itisa very interesting and touchingly simple little drama. 
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I was so much pleased that they afterwards regularly 
read one every evening while they stayed. 

Next mormng J went up stars as usual, to treat 
myself with a solo of ampatrence for the post, and at 
about twelve o’clock I heard Mrs. Locke stepping along 
the passage. I wes sure of good news, for I knew, 
ifthere was bad, poor Mr. Locke would have brought 
it. She came in, with three letters m her hand, 
and three thousand dimples in her cheeks and chin! 
Oh, my deat Susy, what a sight to me was your hand! 
L hardly caied for the letter, I hardly desired to open st 5 
the direction alone almost satisfied me sufficiently. How 
did Mrs. Locke embrace me! I half kissed her to death. 
Then came dear Mr. Locke, his eyes biighter than ever— 
“ Well, how does she do?” 

This question forced me to open my letter; all was 
just as I could wish, except that I regretted the having 
wnitten the day before such a lamentation. I was so 
congratulated ' I shook hands with Mr. Locke; the two 
dea httle girls came jumping to wish me joy; and Mre. 
Locke ordered a fiddler, that they mght have a dance mn 
the evening, which had been promued them from the 
time of Mademouelle de Ja Fite’s arrival, but postponed 
from day to day, by general desire, on account of my 
UNERSINESS. 


Monpay, Ocr. 25Tx.—Mr. Hinde and Madame and 
Mademoitelle de la Fite all left us. They were all so 
good humonred and so happy, there was no bemg glad 
though how to be sony at remaming alone with this 
family, I really know not. Both the de la Fites went 
away in tears. I Jove them for it. 

Wepxespas, Nov. 3nv.—This day has Sree me 

VOL, Il, 
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another sweet letter from my Susy. What « set of broken- 
fortaned, broken-charactered people of fashion are about 
you at Boulogne '* The accounts are at once cunous 
and melancholy to me. 

Nothing can be more truly pleasant than our present 
lives. I bury all dicqmetudes in immediate enjoyment ; 
‘an enjoyment more fitted to my secret mind than any 1 
had ever hoped to attain. We are so perfectly tranquil, 
that not a particle of our whole frames seems iuffied or 
duscomposed. Mr. Locke 1» gayer and more sportive than 
T ever have seen him, his Fredy seems made up of happi~ 
ness, and the two dear little guls’are in spits almost 
ecstatic, and all from that internal contentment which 
Norbury Park soems to have gathered from all cones 
of the world into 1ts own sphere. 

Our mormngs, if fine, are to ourselves, as Mr. Locke 
ndes out, sf bad, we assemble in the picture 100m, We 
have two books in public reading, Madame de Scvigné's 
Letters, and Cook’s last Voyage. Mrs. Locke reads the 
Freach, myself the English. 

Ou conversations, too, are such as I could almost 
wish to last for ever. Mr. Locke has been all himeelf,— 
all instruction, information, and :ntelligence,—eince we 
have been left alone; and the invaneble sweetness, as 
well as judgment, of all he says, leaves, mdeed, nothing 
to wish, 

They will not let me go wile I can stay, and Iam 
now most willing to stay till I musf go. The seremty of 
a hfe like this, smoothes the whole internal sui face of the 
tand, My own, I assure you, begins to feel quite glossy. 


© [Mis Phillipa retumed an less than s trelvemonth from Bon- 
Yogne, mach recovered in bealth, and settled with her husband and 
damily in # house at Micklsham, at the foot of Norbury Park.] 
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To see Mrs, Locke so entirely restored to total health, and 
to nee her adoring husband lose all his torturing solici- 
tude, while he retains his unparalleled tendernese---these 
are sights to anticipate a taste of paradise, if paradise 
has any felicity consonant to our now ideas. 

Tam most amazingly well and hearty. Since your letter 
arrived, I have not had an unpleasant thought that I 
have not driven away pellmell, as of 1t was a wasp near 
an open window. 


Toxsnax, Nov. 9rn.—Tinsis Mr. William Locke's 
birth-day ; he 1» how seventeen: he came home, with his 
brothers, to keep it, three days ago. May they all 
‘be as long-hved and as heppy as they ae now swert and 
amiable! Thi sweet place is beautiful even yet, thongh 
no longer of a beauty young and blooming, such as you 
left it; but the character of the prospect 16 so grand, that 
winter cannot annihilate its charms, though 1t greatly 
diminishes them. The vanety of the grounds, and the 
striking form of the hills, always afford something new 
to observe, and retam something lasting to admire. Were 
1, however, 10 a desert, people such as these would make 
it gay and cheery. 

Tam quite enchanted with Madame de Sévigné; I 
think her almost ail that can be wished to form female 
perfection. Her softness, her fond affection, her wit, 
spirit, and drollery, the nght turn of her understanding, 
the gay entertainment of her abilities, but, more then all, 
the exquinte refinement of her quick sensibility, attach 
me to her as if she were alive, and even now in my room, 
and permitting me to run into her arms. 

‘We go on but slowly with Captam Cook, for this 
syren seduces me from all other reading; but nothing 

x2 
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can be so delightfal as any reading im such socrety, and 
such reading as Madame de Sévigné bas written would 
be delightful m any. 


From Mus F. Burney to Mrs. Locke. 
St Martin's Street, Nov 14th. 


“On gracious errand bent,” indeed! Dear Mr. 
Locke ' what a day for his benevolent excursion! But 
he never thinks of himself, where others may be benefited 
by self-forgetfulness. May his success bat make him 
recall those melancholy words I had once the pain‘to hear 
hum atter— ‘That, though he had tned to do good, — 
fiom twenty slilings to some thonsands,—Le had never 
answered his own expectations.’ ” 

1 was happy at the time, to hear you recollect for him 
some mstances in which he had prospered,—and another 
instance, } hope, will pey his exertion of to-day. 

And now let me give my beloved Mrs. Locke a little 
lnstory of my (no) adventures. 

I found at home ny dear father, my mother, Charlotte, 
and Sarah, with two Mr. Ja Trobes, sons of a Moravian 
bishop, two tall, thin, blach, very good sort of young 
men, whom J bad nevei seen before, but who stayed all 
the aftennoon ond evening, — probably to take off the 
suangeness of a new acquaintance, 

On Sunday Mr. Seward called; and he stayed tll 
dinner—not for the same reason that hept the Mora- 
viang, but because he was dying with rmpatience to talk 
ove1 atransaction which I gneve even tothink of; and I had 
the satisfaction of hearing all the ments and demerits of 
the caure fally discussed. I sate very uneasily, and spohe 
ag httle as 1 could: but how did I congratulate myself’ 
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in bemg spared this croel subject at the time I should 
have felt it the most, by my fortunate residence in the 
aweetly forbearing family at Norbucy' Had I then been 
in town, while my whole heart was filled with sorrow and 
disturbance, I hardly know how I could have endured 
the perpetual canvassing 1n which I must have been made 
a party. To hear just blame cast upon those who aro 
dear to us,—and to be checked both by truth and opinion 
from defending them,—is, at least, one of the most irk- 
some situations m the world; especially where, as bere, 
the person censured possessed a thousand good qualities 
which her censurers never could boast. Those, however, 
were known to few ; her defects were seen by all. Could 
I tell how to direct, I think I should write to her again ; 
for her heart must be strangely changed if this breach of 
all intercourse gives her no concetn I begin to faucy 
my last lette: to her miscarned 

Thad a very unpleasant morning after I left you. When 
the coach and I had waited upon my father, I made the 
visit I mentioned to you. O whata visit !—all that I pro- 
supposed of attack, inquiry,and acrimony, was nothing to 
what passed. Rage more mtemperate I have not often 
seen; and the shrill voice of feeble old age, screammg 
with unavatlng passion, is hornble. She had long looked 
upon Mrs. T. as a hind of prot(gée, whom she had 
fondled when a child, and whose fame, es she grew into 
notice, she was always proud to hear of, and help to exalt. 
She ss a woman (I can well attest ') of most furious pas- 
mons herself, however at liberty she thinks she may be 
to shew no sort of mercy to those of another. 

Once, had I been less disturbed, I could have laughed ; 
for she declared with gieat vehemence, that if she had 
suspected “the wretch of any intention to marry the man, 
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he would have ordered her own poetchause, and followed 
her to prevent it!” 

Alas, poor Lady F.! 

She then called upon me, to hear my story ; which, 
most painfully to myself, I related. She expressed her- 
self very sorry for me, till I came to an avowal of my 
Jetter after the marnage; she then flew out into new 
choler, “Jam amazcd you would wnte to her, Miss 
Burney! I worder you could thmk of it any more!” 

T told her, I had thought myself so much indebted to 
her patience with my opposition to all her views and 
wishes, for the whole time of her Jong cooflict, that, al- 
though I was the first to acknowledge her last action 
indefensible, I sould be the last to forget all that had 
made me love ber before st was committed. 

This by no means satisfied her, and she poured forth 
‘again @ torrent of unielenting abuse. Some company, at 
last, came in, and I hastily tooh mv leave. he called 
after me to fix some day for a longer visit; but I pre- 
tended not to hear, a‘d2an down stairs, heaitily resolv- 
ing that necessity alone should ever force me mto her 
presence again. 

One lady had come in before, but as it was in the 
height of out conference, her stately violence gave her 
courage to beg she would walk into another 100m with 
Miss B—e, as che was particularly engaged ; and the 
poor lady looked as little grafied at bemg sent away as 
I did at being detained. 

‘When | came home—before I could get up stairs,— 
I was summoned to Miss Steatfield, whom I met 
with as httle pleasure as Lady F., since I had never 
seen her, nor indeed anybody, from the time this cruel 
transaction haa been published. Not that I dreaded her 
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violence, for she 1s gentle as a lamb, but, there weie 
causes enough for dread of another nature. However, 
fortunately and unexpectedly, she never named the sub- 
ject, but prattled away upon nothing but her own affairs; 
and so, methinks, have I done too, and just as if I Lnew 
you wished to hear them. Do you’—I ask only for 
decency ‘a sake. 


Diary Resumed. 


Norzcry Parn, Sivpis, Nov. 281n.—Hovw will 
my Susan smile at sight of this date' Let me tell 
her how it bas all happencd. Last Thursday, Nov. 
25th, my father set me down at Bolt-court, while be 
‘went on upon business. I was anvious to again see 
poor Dr. Johnson, who has had ternble health since his 
return from Lichfield. Ife lect me im, though very ill. 
He was alone, which I much rejoiced at; for I hada 
longer and more satisfactory conversation with him than 
Ihave had for many months. He was in 1ather better 
spits, too, than I have Jately seen him; but he told mo 
he was going to try what sleeping out of town might do 
for him. 

“Tremember,” said he, ‘- that my wife, when she was 
near her end, poor woman, was also advised to sleep out 
of town; and when she was carned to the lodgings that 
had been prepared for her, she complained that the star- 
case was in very bad condition—for the plaster was beaten. 
off the walls in many places. ‘Oh,’ said the man of the 
house, ‘that’s nothing but by the knocks against it 
of the coffins of the poor souls that have died in the 
Todgings”” 

He laughed, though not without apparent secret an- 
gush, in telling me thu. 1 felt extremely shocked, but, 
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willing to confine my words at least to the hteral story, I 
only exclaimed agamst the unfeeling absurdity of such a 
confession. 

“ Sach a confession,” cned he, “to 2 person then come 
ing to try hw lodging for her health, contains, mdead, 
more absurdity than we can well lay our account for.” 

Thad seen Miss T. the dey before. 

“8o,” said he, “did 1.” 

I then said,—“Do you ever, ar, beat from her 
mother 2” 

“No,” cned he, “ nor wnte to her. I drive her quite 
from my mind. If I meet with one of her letters, I burn 
it instantly. I have barnt allI canfind. I never speak 
of her, and I desire never to hearofher more. Idnve 
her, as I aaid, wholly from my mind.” 

Yet, wholly to change this discourse, I gave him a 
history of the Bustol milk-woman, and told him the 
tales I had heard of her wiiting so wonderfully, though 
she had read nothing but Young and Milton; “ though 
those,” I conunued, “could never possibly, 1 should 
think, be the first authors with anybody. Would children 
understand them? and grown people who have aot read 
are children in literature.” 

Doubtless,” said he; “but there is nothing a0 little 
comprehended among mankind as what is genus. They 
give to at all, when it can be bot a part. Gemus is 
nothing more than knowing the use of tools; but there 
wonst be tools for at to use; 2 man who has spent all his 
Iife in this room will give a very poor account of what is 
contained in the next,” 

* Certainly, mr; yet there 1s such a thing as invention ? 
Shakspeare could never have seen a Caliban.” 

“No; but he had a man, and knew, therefore, 
how to vary him toa monster. A man who would draw 
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& monstroua cow, must first know what a cow commonly 
is; or bow can he tell that to give her an ass’s head or an 
elephant’s tusk will make her monstrous? Suppose you 
shew me a man who us a very expert carpenter; another 
will say he was born to be a carpenter—but what if he 
had never seen any wood? Let two men, one with 
genius, the other with none, look at an overturned 
waggon :—he who has no genius, will think of the waggon 
only as he sees it, overturned, and walk on; he who has 
genius, will paint it to himself before it was overturned, 
~~standing still, and moving on, and heavy loaded, and. 
empty ; but both must see the waggon, to think of it 
at all.” 

How just and true all this, my dear Susy! He then 
anmated, and talked on, upon this milk-woman, upon @ 
oncs as famous shoemaker, and upon our immortal 
Shakspeare, with as much fite, spirit, wit, and trath of 
criticism and judgment, as ever yet I have heard him, 
How dehghtfully bright are his faculties, though the 
poor and infirm machine that contains them seems alarm- 
ingly giving way. 

‘Yet, all brilliant as he was, I saw him growing worse, 
and offered to go, which, for the first time I ever remem- 
ber, he did not oppose; but, most kundly pressing both 
my hands,— 

“ Be not,” he said, in a voice of even tenderness, “ be 
not longer in coming again for my letting you go now.” 

Tassured him I would be the sooner, and was running 
off, but he called me back, in a solemn voice, and, in 
a manner the most energetic, sad,— 

Remember me in your prayers!” 

Honged to ask him to remember me, but did not dare. 
I gave him my promue, and, very heavily indeed, I left 
him. Great, good, and excellent that he xs, how short a 
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tame will he be our boast! Ah, my dear Susy, I see he 
is going! This winter will never conduct him to a more 
genial season here! Elsewhere, who shall hope a fairer? 
I wish I bad Ind him pray for me; but 1t seemed to me 
presumptuous, though this repetstion of co kind a conde- 
soension might, I think, have encouraged me. Mra. 
Lock, however, 1 know does st daily; my Susan’s best 
prayers I know are always mine; and where can I find 
two more innocent pleaders? So God bless you both? 


Miss Burney to Di. Burney. 
Ne Park, Nov. 29th, 1784, 
My dearest Sur, bee 

I don't write because I have got anything to say, nor, 
indeed, because I have got nothing to say; for that were 
@ most woful reason for you, who are to read that 
nothing; but I write because—because-—because——be- 
cause—because—because—and if that should not be 
reagon adequate, J confess I have none more forctble! 

Oh, yes, T have! Mrs. Locke 1s your most devoted. 
She will adhere, she says, most religiously to her pro- 
posed conditions; you shal] have the best-selected, the 
eweetest-smelling, the most picturesque-formed nose- 
gays she can procure you, made up by her own fair hand, 
and elected by her own discrminsting nose: you shall 
have as long, and as broad, and as short, and as narrow a 
mbbon to tie them up as you shall decide yourself, and 
she will love you not only dearly by promuse, but tout de 
bon, and without chicanery. 

The housewife has not been mentioned again; but I 
know you may command the whole fair. This sweet 
place 1s just as I best hke 1t, occupied only by its proper 
inhabitants. Winter here does not sweep away all 
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‘beauty, though at deducts much from its character of 
smibng gatety; but the bold and majestic form of the 
surrounding hulls, and the thick mass of the noble, 
though leafless wood, still, and thioughout the whole 
varying year, afford objects enfficiently diversified tow 
engage, though not fully delight attention. A flat 
country 1 utterly desolate when all its trees are stnpped, 
and its uninteresting extent 1s laid open to the disap~ 
pointed eye, which wants some occasional chech to stimu- 
late curiosity, and give some play to fancy, and this, in 
summer, 18 done by every Iusunant bianch. Here the 
aztregulanty of the ground supplies a constant vanety, 
howeser var.ety may elewherc regaid change as its.ery 
essence, but every new gleam of light from every freah 
breaking or passing cloud, so changes the point of view, 
and so metemorphoses the puncipal object, from the hill 
to the vale, and the wood to the plain, that much as 
Bummei .8 cvery there to be r°aret‘ed, winter, hete, has 
a thou-and elr.us to being adpuicd. 

Ishall come home faithfully to ny time, Saturday. 
Mrs. Locke says she 1s ambitioas you should know she 
may be trasted. 

Mr. Locke has Leen himself to Mochleham, to give 
orders for the planting some trees vetore our captain’s 
cottage, to shelter at from the dust, and from the starnng 
of the road. 

I wish Chatlotte would have the kindness to give me 
a letter. I always want intolerabl, to hear something 
from home, by the time I have lett it two days. Iam 
preparing a noble folio sheet for our Susan. The 
weather 18, I suppose, too bad for any intercourse with 
dear Etty. 

Adieu, dearest sir. Mr. Locke desires me to give his 
compliments to you ; for Mrs. Locke I think I have smd 
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enough. I beg my duty to my mother, and love to 
Charlotte, Dick, and Sarah, and am, dearest sir, yours 
moat dutifully and affectionately. 

RB. 


* suppose to-night is the first muster of the Blue 
forces. I want to know how they perform their exer- 
cisea, who are their new recrmis, and if there 1s ever 9 
deserter to keep me in countenance. 


Mus T. Burney to Mrs. Locke. 
St. Martin’s Street, Dec. 7, 1784 

‘Why, poor Norbury and I are now in greater disgrace 
than ever. To have known nothing of the Emperor and 
the Datch, was indeed rather rustic ; to have heard no- 
thing of Lord George Gordon and his cockades, was, I 
acknowledge, somewhat defective :—but anew ignorance 
was discovered just now, more :gnominious than all that 
preceded it; I was informed that the Duchess of De- 
vonshire had cut the string of Mr. Blanchard’s balloon ! 
I had vegetated upon a spot, unconscious that Mrs. 
Crewe had sent up a glove in it! Ob, unaspiring Nor- 
bury! ignorant of wars, bloodshed, and :umours of war! 
Ob, clownish Norbury! stranger to the vagaties of the 
ton! 

Tuurspay morninc.—I was called away in the 
midst of my rhodomontade, and have lost all zest for 
pursuing it. { have been a second time to see poor 
Dr. Johnson, and both times he was too ill to admit me. 
I know how very much worse he must be, for when I saw 
him last, which was the mornmg before I went to Nor- 
bury, he repeatedly and even earnestly begged me to 
come to him again, and to see him both as oon and as 
often as I could. Iam told by Mr. Hoole, that he m- 
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qured of Dr. Brocklesby :f he thought it hkely be 
mught hve six weeks? and the Doctor's hesitation say- 
ang—No—he has been more deeply depressed than ever. 
Feanng death as he does, no one can wonder. Why he 
should fear it, all may wonder. 

He sent me down yesterday, by a clergyman who was 
with him, the kindest of messages, and I hardly know 
whetber I ought to go to him again or not; though I 
know still less why I say so, for go agan 1 both must 
and shall. One thing, bis eatreme deyection of nnd 
considered, has both surprised and pleased me; he hes 
now constantly an amanuensis with him, and dictates to 
him such compositions, particularly Latin and Greek, 
as he has formerly made, but repeated to his frends 
without ever committing to paper. This, I hope, will not 
only gratify his survivors, but serve to divert him, 

The good Mr. Hoole and equally good Mr. Sastrea 
attend him, rather as nurses than fiends, for they at 
whole hours by him, without even speabing tohim. He 
will not, 1 seems, be talked to—at least very rarely, At 
times, andeed, he re-animates, but rt 1s soon over, and 
he saye of himself, “ I am now lke Macbeth,—questron 
enrages me.” 

My father saw him once while I was away, and car- 
ned Mr. Burke with him, who was desirous of paymg 
his respects to him once more in person. He ralhed a 
little while they were there; and Mr. Burke, when they 
left hum, said to my father—* His work 1s almost done ; 
and weil has he done it!” 

How cheering, in the midst of these sad scenes and 
accounts of poor Dr. Johnson, are your words about 
your dear self and many selves! 

One of the Moravians was here again the other even- 
ang, and was really enterta:ning enough, by the singular 
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simplicity of his conversation. He wes brought up in 
Germany, and spent the gieater part of his early youth 
in roving about from place to place, and country to 
country; for though he had his education in Germany, 
he 18 a native of Ireland, and his father and mother re- 
ade chiefly in England. 

“ Not being used,” said he, ‘to a family when I was 
a boy, I always hated it, they seemed to me only so 
many wasps; for one told me I was too silent, and 
another wished I would not speak so much, and al! of 
them found some fault or other. But now that I em 
come home tohve, and am constramed to be with them, 
T enjoy it very much” 

‘What must be the sect, and where the travelling, that 
aball un-[rish an Inshman ? 

Another of his confessions was this :— 

«Luckily for me,” smd he, “I have no occasion to 
speak till about two o’clock, when we dine, for that 
keeps me fresh. If I were to begin earlier, I should 
only be like skimmed milk the rest of the day.” 

As he came in between five and si. o'clock, we were 
still at dinner. My father asked him if he would join, 
and do what we wee dong? “ No, sit,” answered he, 
very composedly, “I have done my tea this hour.” 


* * e . * e 


F. B. 


Drary Resumed. 


Sr. Manrin’s-strEeT, WEDNESDAY, Dec. JOTH.— 
I went in the evening to poor Dr. Johnson. Frank told 
me he was very ill, but let me in. He would have taken 
me up stairs, but I would not see him without brs direct 
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permiamon, I desired Frank to tell bim I called to pay 
Ty respects to him, but not to disturb bum if he was not 
well enough to see me. Mr. Strahan, a clergyman, 
he said, was with him alone. 

In a few minutes, this Mr. Strahan came to me bim- 
aelf. He told me Dr. Johnson was vety ul, very much 
obliged to me for comng, but so weak end bad he hoped 
I would excuse his not seeing me. 

I had promued to call for Charlotte at Mr. Hoole’s ; 
and there I went m to tea, sure of a good reception, 
though too much out of spirits to be worth one, They 
were all at home, and ther good humour and happi- 
ness were pleasant to behold, after such an unexpected 
blow. 

Dear, dear, and much-reverenced Dr. Johnson} how 
1} or how low must he be, to decline seewg a creature he 
has #0 constantly, so fondly, called about him! If Ido 
not see hum again I shall be truly afflicted. And I fear, 
I almost know, I cannot! 

. ” . . * . 

At mght my father brought us the most dismal tidings 
of dear Dr, Johnson. Dr. Warren hed seen him, and 
told lim to take what opium he pleased! He had 
thanked and taken leave of all hia physicians, Alas !—I 
shall lose him,and he will take no leaveof me! My father 
was deeply depressed ; he has himself tried in vain for ad- 
muasion this week. Yet some people see bimn—the Hooles, 
Mr. Sastres, Mr, Langton ;—but then they must be in 
the house, watching for one moment, whole hours. I 
hear from every one he 1s now perfectly resigned to his 
approsching fate, and no longer 1 terror of death, I 
am thankfully happy in hearmg thet he speaks himeelf 
now of the change his mind has undergone, from sts 
dark horror, and seys—* He feels the irradiation of 
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hope!” Good, and pious, and excellent Chnstian—who 
shall feel it 1f not be? 

Dec, 111ru—We had a party to dinner, by long ap- 
pomtment, for which, mdeed, none of us were well dis- 
posed, the apprehension of heanng news only of death 
bemg hard upon us all. The party was, Dr. Rose, Dr. 
Gilles, Dr. Gaithshore, and Charles. 

The day could not be well—but mark the mght, 

‘My father, in the morning, saw this first of men! JF 
had not his account ,till bed-trme , he feared over-exciting 
me. He would not, he said, but have seen him for 
worlds! He happened to be better, and admitted him. 
He was up, and very composed. He took his hand very 
kundly, asked afte: al] bis family, and then, sn particular, 
how Fanny did? 

¥ hope,” he saad, “Fanny did not take it amass that 
1 did not see her? 1 was very bad” 

Annes '—whata word! Oh that I had been present 
to have answered it! My father stayed, I suppose, half 
an hour, and then was commg away. He again took 
hw hand, and encouraged Inm to come again to him; 
and when he was taking leave, said--‘‘ Tell Fanny to 
pray for me” 

Ah' dear Dr. Johnson! mght I but have your 
prayers! After which, abil grasping hus hand, he made 
a prayer for hrmeelf,—the most fervent, pious, humble, 
eloquent, and touching, my father says, that ever was 
composed. Ob, would I had heard it! He ended it 
with Amen ! in winch my father jomed, and was echoed 
by all present. And again, when my father was leaving 
him, he bnghtened up, something of bre arch look re- 
tamed, and he said—* I think I shall throw the ball at 
Fanny yet !” 

Little more passed ere my father came away, decided, 
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most tenderly, not to tell me this till our party was 
gone. 

Tins most earnestly mcreased my dere to see him ; 
this kind and frequent mention of me melted me inte 
double sorrow and regret. I would give the world I 
had but gone to him that day! It was, however 
impossible, and the day was over before I knew he 
had said what I look upon as a call to me. This 
moraing, after churc: time, I went. Frank sod he 
was very ul, and saw nobody; I told him I had under- 
stood by my father the day before that he meant to see 
me, He then let me in. I went mto his room up 
stairs; he was in bis bedroom. I saw 1t crowded, and 
ran hastily down. Frank told me his master had 
refused seeing even Mz. Langton. I told him merely 
to say I had calied, but by uo means to press my 
adm:ssion. Hy cwn feebngs were all that should be 
consulted; Ins tenderness, I knew, would be equal, 
whether he was able to see me or not. 

I went into the patlour, preferring being alone in the 
cold, to any company with a fire. Here I waited long, 
here and upon the stairs, which I ascended and de- 
acenced ro meet again with Frank, and make inquiries ; 
but I met him not. At last, upon Dr. Jolnson’s 1inging 
his bell, I saw Frank enter his room, and Mr. Langton 
follow. ‘¢ Who's that’? I heard him say; they an- 
swered, “* Mr. Langton,” and I found he did not return. 

Soon after, all the rest went away but a Mrs. Davis, 2 
good sort of woman, whom this truly chaitable soul had 
sent for to take a dinner at bis house, 1 then went and 
waited with her by the fire: 1t was, however, between 
three and four o’cloch before I got any answer. Mr. 
Lengton then came himself. He could not look at 
me, and I turned away from him. Mrs. Davis asked 

‘VOL. 1. z 
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how the Doctor waz? “Going on to death very fast!” 
wos his mournful answer. “ Has he taken,” said she, 
“anything?” “Nothing atall! Wecarned him some 
bread and milk—he refased it, and sad—‘ The less the 
betier)” She ashed more questions, by which I found 
The faculties were perfect, bis mind composed, and his 
dissolution was quick drawing on. 
* * * e . s 

T could not immediately go on, and it 1s now long 
since I have wnitten at all, but 1 will go bach to 
this afficting theme, which I can now better bear. 

Mr. Langton was, I believe, a quarter of an hour in 
the room before I suspected he meant to speak to me, 
never looking neai me. At Last he sud— 

“This poor man, I understand, ma’am, desued yes 
terdav to see you.” 

“My undeistanding that, sir, biought me to-day.” 

“Poor man’ it 1s pity he did not hnow himself 
better, and that you should have had this trouble.” 

Trouble” ened I; “I would come a hundicd 
times to see him the hundiedth and first *” 

** He hopes, now, you will excuse him , he 1s very sony 
not to see you; but he desured me to come and speak to 
you myself, and tell you he hopes you will excuse him, 
for he feels himself too weak for such an interview.” 

I hastily got up, left him my most affectionate respects, 
and every good wish I could half utter, and ran back to 
the coach. Ah, my Susy! I have nevei been to Bolt- 
court since: I then drove to poor Miss Strange, to 
make inquiries of the maid; but Andrew ran out to 
the coach door, and told me all hope was at an end. 
In short, the neat day was fatal to both!—the same 
day! 


. * . . . * 
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Dec. 20rx.—This day was the ever-honouted, ever. 
lamented Dr. Johnson commutted tothe earth. Oh, how 
day to me! My father attended, and so did 
pre I could not keep my eyes dry all day; nor can 
T now, in the recollecting it; but let me pass over what 
to mourn 3s now 40 vain! 

Thad the good fortune at night of 2 sweet letter from 
my dearest Susy; that, and another from my I'redy, 
were alone able to draw me from this mournful day’a 
business. 

+ . . . . + 

Trunspiy, Dec. 30rAn.—As I was engaged for this 
evening at Mrs. Chapone’s, I found :t necessary to call 
upon two or three people in the morning, lest my gomg 
thither, after so long a secession, should give offence. I 
went first to Lady M ry Duncan, who 1s but lately come 
from Bath. Sne was very gracious, aud, as usual, very 
diveiting. I then went to Lady F. B., and had another 
painful conference. Then 1 went to Mrs. Vesey, with 
whom I spent an hour very sociably, and she gave me great 
pleasure by shewing mea letter from Mrs. Allison, late 
Mass Gregory, who 1s» married very happily, though not 
richly, and with the world’s approbation, though against 
Mrs. Montagu’s. She would have kept me to dinner, 
very hindly; but Fcovld not stay. I then left a caid for 
Sophy Streatfield, and came home. 

In the evening, I went to Mrs. Chapone. I was late, 
on account of the coach, and all her party was assem~ 
bled. Mrs. Boscawen, Mrs. Levison, her daughter, 
Mrs. Burrows, Mrs. Amy Burtows, Mr. and Mm 
Pepys, Lady Rothes, Sir Lucas Pepys, young Burrows, 
Mr. Sandford, a young sea-officer, Mrs. Ord, and Miss 
Ord, her cousin. 

This was the first time I had seen any of them, except 

22 
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Mrs. Ord, since last spring. I was received with the 
utmost kindness by them all, but chiefly by Mra. 
Chapone herself, who has really, I believe, a sincere re- 
gard for me. I had talk with all‘of them, excep?'Mrs. 
Levison, with whom I have merely a courtesymg ac- 
quentance. But I was very sad within; the loss of 
dear Dr. Johnson—the fight of Mrs. Thrale—the death 
of poor Miss Kitty Cambridge, and of poor, good Miss 
Strange,—all these home end bosom strokes, wluck bad 
all stuck me since my last meeting this society, were Le 
vols imc: m my mind the whole time I stayed. 

Sir Lucas Pepys talked to me a great deal of Mrs. 
Thiate, and read me a letter from her, which seems to 
shew her gay and happy. I hope it shews not false 
colours, No cne else named her; but poo: Dr. Johnson. 
was discussed repeatedly. How melancholy will all 
these cucumstances render these once so pleasant meet 
ings. 

Der. SIst.—I called eatly upon my dear Mm. 
Delany, who was jast come to town, as Mia. Boscawen 
told me the mght before: but she was not up, and I 
could not see her. And where did I spend the rest a 
the day! With the swect Lochs, m Upper Brooh-strect. 
I went to wait their amval, with then dear hittle girls, 
and I staved with them till bed-tme. Dea, chaiming 
people! how did they soothe my troubled mind. [ had 
felt nothing so hke peace since J left them: and thr. real 
Plereme, with an everted suppresmon of sadness, gave us 
all, I behete, an equally pleasant day. You may think 
hhcw I must be guarded there—there, where I can shew 
no sonew that will not matantly spread to themsels es. 
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PART 1X. 
1785. 


Miss Busney to Mls ¥° Sheet. 


St Martins Street, Jan Srd, 1785. 
. . . . . . 


Your and my beloved Mrs, Delany I have not yet 
been able to see, though we aie now both inhabitents of 
this “dark and busy city.” I heard on Thursday of her 
arnval, from Mi. Sandford, the seaman, whom I met at 
Mrs. Chapone’s, and the next mormng early 1 hastened 
to St. James's Place. I was anxious to catch her alone, 
that I ght enjoy what 1s 6o precious to me—her own 
conversation, unmned, umnterruped, I had almost said 
unadalterated, by cacual visitors and misceilaneous talk ; 
bat I fancy, by my ill success, my plan was too selfish. 
She had been tired the day before, and was not atiriing. 
Mra. Astley, however, assured me she was pretty well, 
and § have heard, fiom Mrs. Boscawen, that she i in 
excellent spinte, and her spirits, we hnow, enhven all 
around her, though therr vivacity 1s so gentle thet they 
could not oppress even a mourner mm the deepest afftic- 
tion—if, mdeed, such a one could be present and her 
spirits not sink into similar sadness, 

I am core my dear M**** will give me a hittle 
abare of concern for the loss of my great, good, and 
highly reverenced fnend, Dr. Johnson. My loss, indeed, 
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wheie a whole nation has cause to moutn, it geems almost 
impertinent to mention; yet, immatenal as at 1s in 80 
wide and generat a regret, I do not feel it the less for 
knowing it to be universal. You can now only know 
him in his works; and, perhaps, fiom his characte: of 
harshness and severity, you may think you could there 
alone know lim to any advantage. But had you been 
presented to im, you would not have found that the 
case, He was always indulgent to the young, he never 
attached the unassuming, nor meant to ternfy the diffe 
dent. I pretend not, hcwever, to simdicate his tempei, 
nor to justify his manners; but his many and essential 
virtues and excellences made al! who were much con- 
nected with him rather gueve at lus defects than resent 
them,—gnieve, indeed, to see how much remains to be 
pardoned, even where there 1s most to be applauded and 
admured | 

Cousidetations such as these, though they sadly lessen 
our expectations of human peifection, may yet be ex 
tremely useful in mcieasing our Jenity foi ats fiailty in 
others, and our vigilance for guarding ogamset :t in our- 
selves. 

Our all-amiable Mis. Delany seems to me to have 
these two reflections ever uppermost, and to owe to them 
chiefly the Benevolence that makes hei so pleasing to 
otherr, and the punty that makes her so valuable in her- 
self. Need I say to my deat M* * ** * how edifymg an 
example? Qh, no! noone 1s more watchfully awake to 
all he: vutges. You have constantly before you what- 
ever 18 most worthy to be imitated. Sweet and happy 
plant! long may you thuve, and long may those who 
Year rejoice 1n your fragrance’ 

To one of your cultivators, I beg to present my best 
respects; to the other, I hope personally to pay them 
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very speedily. A very happy new year to you and your 
firende. Iam, my dear M * ** * *’g sincerely affeo- 
tionate frend, F.B 





{Tew journals or letters written in the beginning of 
this year have been preserved. During the spring of 
1785, Dr. Burney and his daughter became acquainted 
with the celebrated Madame de Genl, who was then, for 
the first time, m England, and who “warmly. and with 
predetermined partiality, sought the fiiendship of Miss 
Barney.” The following brief mention of her i in 
a letter to Mrs. Philups, dated July 11th, 1785.] 

St. Martin’s Street, 


“T have been this whole morncz with Madame de 
Genlis, the sweetest as well os most accomplished 
Frenchwoman [ eve: met with. Were my time and 
mind more disengaged, I would send you an account of 
her, highly interesting both for you and Mr. and Mrs. 
Locke; but I Lave neither le sure nor spirits for jour- 
nahzing.” 

[A note from Madame de Genlty vas long preserved 
as a memorial of so athactive a peison.] 


Madame de Gents to Miss Burnty. 
Ce Vendred, 15 Juillet, 1785, 

Combien j'ai été fachée, ma chére ame, de n’avoir pit 
jour du plaisir de vous recevoir: mais je dinois avec des 
personnes qu'il m’etoit impossible de quitter. Recevez 
tous mes remercimens du précienx présent que vous 
m’avez fait. et chargez vous d’exprimet & monsieur votre 
pére toute la reconnoissance que je lui dos. Je sais 
combien son ouvrage est estimable; il sera pour moi 
doublement intéressant, et je me flatte que vous en 
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devinerez facilement la raison. Je pars dans l’instant 
pour Oxford; adien ma chére amie; n’oubhez pas que 
Yous avez pris l’engagement de m’aimer. Pour mai, je 
yous aime depuis I'instant od j'ai lu Evelna et Cectéa, 
et le bonheur de vous entendre et de vous connéitre per- 
sonnellement, a rendu ce sentiment aussi tendre qu’!l est 
‘bien fonde. 


[The acquaintance, however, was not hept up. They 
were not at this time thrown in cach other's way, and 
afterwards, such tales, whether true or false, were forced 
into the unwilling cars of Miss Burney, that, to use her 
own words, ‘ notwithstanding the most ardent admutation 
of Madame de Genls’ talents, and a zeet yet greater for 
her engaging society and elegantly hvely oud winning 
manners, she yet dared no longer come within the 
precincts of her fascinating allurements.—‘ In France, 
equally, she felt compelled to heep aloof, though most 
reluctantly.’”] 


Mus F. Burney to Dr. Burney. 


St James’s Place, August 24th, 178s. 


I have been very much alarmed, dearest Sir, these 
last four days, by a feverish attach which dear Mrs, De- 
Jany has suffered. Unfortunately none of her physical 
aasistants were in town; however, she is now, thank 
Heaven ! recovering, and if there 15 n0 relapse, will soon, 
T hope, be well. 

E oust tell you, dearest Sir, a tale concernmg her, 
which I am sure you will hear with true pleasure, 
Among the many inferior losses which have been included 
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in her great and irreparable calamity,* han been thet of 
® country house for the summen, which she had n Bul- 
strode, and which for the half of every year was her 
constant home. The Duke of Portland behaved with 
the utmost propriety and feeling upon this occamon, and 
‘was most earnest to accommodate her to the best of his 
power, with every comfort to which she had been accus- 
tomed; but this uoblest of women declared she loved 
the memoty of her fiend beyond all other things, and 
would not suffer it to be tainted in the mieyudging 
world by an action that would be constiued into a 
reflection upon her will, as if deficient mm consideration 
tober. “ And J will not,” said she to me, “ suffer the 
children of my dearest friend to suppose that their mother 
Jeft undone anything she ought to have done. She did 
not; I knew her best, and 1 hnow she did what she was 
sure I should most approve.’ She steadily, therefore, 
refused all offers, though made to her with even painfal 
earnestness, and though solicited till her refusal became 
a distress to hewelf, 

This transaction was related, I beheve, to ther 
Mojesties; and Lady Weymouth, the Duchess'’s eldest 
daughter, was commussioned to wait upon Mis. Deleny 
with this message —That the Queen was extremely 
anxious about her health, and very apprehensive lest 
continuing in London dumng the summen should be pie~ 
Judicial toit: she entreated hei, therefore, to accept @ 
house belonging to the King at Windsor, which she 
should order to be fitted up for her smmediately; and 
she desued Lady Weymouth to give her trme to consider 
this proposal, and by no means to huny her; aswell as 
to assure her, that happy as st would make he: to have 


© The death of the Duchess Dowager of Portland. 
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one she so sincerely esteemed for a neighbour, she should 
remember her sitantion, and promise not to be trouble- 
some to her, The King, at the seme time, desired to be 
allowed to stand to the additional expenses incuned by 
the maintenance of two houses, and that Mr. Delany 
would accept from him £300 « year. 

It would be needless to tell you how Mis, Delany was 
touched by this benevolence ; for no cteature has heard 
it without emotion, and I am sure my dear father will 
not be the fist. Yet she dreaded acceptmg what the 
feared. would mvolve her in a new course of life, and 
force her into notice and connexions she wished to drop 
oravoid. She took the time the Queen so considerately 
gave her for deliberation, and she consulted with some of 
her old frends. They all agreed there must be no 1e- 
fural, and, after many circumstances too long for writing, 
thongh otherwise well worth knowing, Lady Weymouth 
was made the messenger of her Mayesty’s offer bemg 
accepted. 

The house, therefore, 1s now fitting up, and the King 
sees after the workmen himself. 

A few days ago, Miss Planta was sent from the 
Queen, with very kind inquiries after Mre. Delevy’a 
health, and information that she would receive a sum- 
mons very soon. She told hei, also, that as the house 
might still require a longer time mm preparation than 
would suit Mis. Delany to wait in London, the Queen 
had ordered some apartments in the Castle, which lately 
belonged to Prince Edward, to be got ready with ail 
speed, that she mght reside in them till her own house 
was finshed. 

This 1s the state of her affairs. I am now with her 
entirely. At first I slept at home; but going after 


348 DIARY AND LETTERS (Parr EX, 


eupper, and commg before breakfast, was mconvement, 
and she has therefore contrived me a bed-room. 

‘When she sets off for Windeor, Mr. Locke will be so 
kind as to send his carnage for me to return to Norbury. 
Bat now, 1f the coach should continue at that tims im 
town, and unemployed, would there be any harm in my 
using tt to make a visit to Twickenham’? Charlotte 
will much oblige me by © yes 01 no to this question, 

Thope everybody 2s quite weil at Chesington, and I 
‘beg my duty, love, and compliments, with proper pio- 
pmety, may he delivered. To be sute,” you will say, 
«T have nothing else to do.” 

The milk-woman’s ungrateful tale I have heard con- 
firmed, and that 1s all (and a very bad all) the news I 
have heard since I came. Adieu, dearest Sir; I have 
good accounts from Norbury, and Mrs, Delany charges 
me with her hind comphments to you. I hope James 
brought back Baron Tott. 

Most affectionately and dutifully yours, 
FB. 


Mis V. Bu-uey to Mr. Phallips. 
bt James» Place, August 25th, 1785. 

‘My most dear Susan’s letter » this moment arrived, 
just as 1 was preparng to write to her without 20 kind 
an inducement, You are nght in concluding me en- 
tirely under this 100f. My plans are lying in wait for 
Mm. Delany’s, which depend upon her summons from 
the Queen, and her ability to obey at. She is far from 
well, and unfit at present to 1emove. But Mise Cam- 
bridge earnestly clams my long-given promse, and I 
have sent her the mtuation of things. She 1s very good, 
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and very affectionate, and very sincere, and I will cer- 
tainly go to her for one night end day. 

I am by no means at ease about my revered Mra. 
Delany. Dr. Turton has been with her. He says ehe 
has a thrash, and says, too, by the state he finds her 
ip, that what she must bave suffered 1» very great indeed. 
Sweet soul! I have all along dreaded some such effect, 
from the constiaint she has imposed upon all her feel- 
wwge. I would not but be here for the world. I draw 
her from so hard and dangesous a self-set tash, with all 
the vigilance in my power: and to me, whenever we are 
quite alone, she now unrburthens her loaded heart, and 
allows her tears some vent. Ad to see them upoy her 
venerable cheeks calls forth mine, as if the fnend she 
laments had been equally dear to myself. It 1s, indeed, 
the most touching spectacle that can be beheld. 

As I told my dear Susan some melancholy circum- 
stances relative to the examination we are roaking of her 
papers, let me not forget to mention that she ts taken 
hy surprise with respect to those, but employs me by 
design to search for all she think» I can receive enter- 
tainment from; and 1 have met with a thousand both 
amusirg and instiuctive things im the course of the 
general survey. 

The Queen sent a message the other day to tell 
Mrs. Delany, that as her own house would still require 
a week or two, she had ordered apartments to be pre- 
pared for her im the Castle. 

If she does but recover her strength, honours and 
favours such as these, to her grateful and most loyal 
heart, will prove, 1 am sure, very pleasant. 

She preserves, mdeed, in the midst of affliction, a 
disposition to happiness, that makes her thankfully ac- 
cept whatever 1s put in her way, to lead her back to it. 
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She repuises no attempt even at gaiety, and delights in 
nothing so much as in seeing her sweet niece in high 
spirits, I talk to her often of Norbury, and she always 
hears me with pleasure. 


Bist BF. Burney to Mis, Locke. 


St James's Place, August 29, 1785. 


How is my beloved Fredy? and can she forgive her 
most defective, most deficient, but most grateful corre- 
spondent ?—for grateful, indeed, more than ever, I have 
felt, when your dear letters have come to hand ;—and, to 
confess the truth, most blank and disappointed looked 
the breakfast-table this morning, when not a word from 
sweet Norbury gave a zest to its fare. Don’t think me 
too confident, my Fredy; “tis your indulgence has 
spoiled me, if spoiled I am; and certain it is I build, 
whether I will or not, upon heamng from you very 
often, however hitle I call for your letters by my own. 
And yet, when they come, a strong sense how ill I have 
earned them, makes me fancy I scarcely expected them. 
But the moment they cease their kind frequency, I find, 
by my chagrin, that my wishes had in fact been my 
law. 
My dear Mrs. Delany has gone on mending gra- 
dually ever since I wrote last. She is employing me, 
when able, to look over her papers: ’tis to me a sacred 
task, for she cannot read what she is trusting me with. 
Sometimes, with a magnifying glass, she examines, first, 
if what she is giving me is some manuscript of secrecy, 
with respect to the affaira or character of her friends; 
and as a word suffices to inform her, she destroys, un- 
read, whatever is of that sort. But this, though a busi- 
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ness she wishes to have done, produces letters and 
memorandums too affecting for her apimits. Yet she 
never, but by persuasion, leaves off, she seems bent 
upon subduing all emotions but those that might give 
pain to otheis by their suppression. I fiequently court 
her to sadness, fui her exertions make me tremble moie 
than her tears, yet those, when they do fall, I can 
hardly, mdeed, with all her example before my eyes, 
bear to look at. 

Just now we have both of us been quite overset. Ino 
esamning some papera in a pocket-book, she opened one 
with two leaves driud in it, she held them a little while 
in silence, but very calmly, in her hand, yet as some~ 
thing I saw she highly prized she then bade me read 
what was wnitten on the envelope —it was, I think, 
these worda—Two leaves piched at Balsover, by the 
Duchess of Portland and myself, in September, 1756, 
the 20th year of our most mtimate and dear fiiendalup.” 
I could hardly read to hei the list words, and, upon 
heaung them, for a little while sne sunk. But I has- 
tened, the moment I could, to other lees interesting 
papets, and she forced her attention to them with a 
strength of resolution that makes me honour as much as 
T lose her. 

To me alone, she kindly says, she gives way to any 
indulgence of sorrow, sle fears being musundeistood 
ard thought repining by most others, and, indeed, the 
test of her friends spending with her but a short time, 
she thinks it her duty to study thei: comfort, by appearing 
composed to them. Mine, she justly and sweetly sees, 
can only be studied by what 1 most relief to herself. 
The nobleness of her mind can never have had such op- 
portunity of displaying iteelf ay during this last month , 
and im the numberless instances 1n which it now ap- 
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pears, she seems already raised to that height I am atill 
selfishly trying to keep her from yet reaching. 

All our movements ere at present uncertain; her 
‘Windsor house 1s still unfinished, but I suppose it will 
be fit for her reception by the beginning of next week, 
and I have the happiest reasons for hoping she will then 
be fit for it herself. Her maid has been to see what for- 
wardness it 13 1n, and this was her report:—She was 
ordered to wait upon Miss Goldswoithy, by the King’s 
nection, who heard of her being sent tu inspect the 
house, and there she received commands, in the name 
of both King and Queen, to see that Mrs. Delany 
brought with her nothing but herself and clothes, as they 
mnaited upon hitting up her habitation with everything 
themselves, including not only plate, china, glass, and 
linen, but even all sort of stores—wine, sweetmeats, 
pickles, &c., &c. Their earnestness to save her every 
care, and give her every gratification in their power, 18 
truly benevolent and amable. They seem to know ard 
feel her worth as if they had never woin crowns, o1, 
‘weaiing, annexed no value to them. 

T hase just written to Mrs. Walsingham, to apologize 
for my long forbearance of that satisfaction, and to tolh 
of Thames Ditton. I was informed, the other day, by 
Mr. Walpole, that she 2s going, or gone, to see the Jakes 
in the North, with Mie. Garnck and Miss More.—Mrs.. 
Delany had sent for Mr. Walpole, to return him a pic- 
ture of her uncle Lansdowne, which he had lent her to 
get copied; and I never knew him so entertaimng, for 
he exerted himeelf to the utmost to amuse my dear 
frend, who accepted his attempts with a grace and 
sweetness that encouraged them, and gave double poig- 
nancy to all his anecdotes. 

I will not say, forgive me that I talk of her so much: 
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who can I talk of so fitted to my dear Freddy's ear? FE 
only wish I had time to acquaint you with everything 
that belongs to her, and everything that passes. 

F. B. 


Mas F. Burney to Dr. Burney. 


Norbury Pah, Sept. 24th, 1785. 

I nore, dearest sir, you are quite well, but I long a 
lsttle to know how you all co on. 

Mr. Locke fetched me himself from Twickenham on 
Wednesday. I had the pleasure of passmg one day 
while there with Mr. Hastings, who came to dine with 
Mr, Cambridge. 1 was extremely pleased, indeed, with 
the extraoidinary plainness and simplicity of his man- 
ners, and the obliging openness and intelhgence of his 
communication. Ife talked of India, when the subject 
wap led to, with the most umeserved readiness, yet was 
never the hero of his own tale, Lut simply the narrator of 
such anecdotes or descriptions as were called for, or as 
fell in naturally with other topics. 

Mr. Wm. Loche gocs on with painting, 1p a manner 
equally rapid in success with his drawing, He has just 
finished a female head, from an idea rather than a repre- 
sentation of his sister Aneha, which 1s, I think, nearly 
the most beautiful portrait lever saw. He 1s now about 
ua drawing, fiom a Venetian story, of x son, who has been 
‘unjustly condemned te banishment and imprisonment by 
the senate, nm the action of taking his last leave of his 
unhappy father and mother. I have not yet seen what 
he has done in it, but am told his first sketch is won- 
derfully stuking. 

I long to know what you think of our dear Dr. John- 
son's meditations, and 1f you do not, in the midst of 

yOL, 1, AA 
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what you will wish uapublished, see stronger than ever 
the punty of hus pnuciples and character, and only la- 
ment that effusions should be given tothe world that are 
too artless to be suited to it. 


Miss I. Burney to Mrs. Gast. 
Norbury Pail, Nov 14th, 1785, 

Can you, dea: madam, after a silence so long, beat to 
receive a letter fiom me, that has no other motive for 
being written than a wish to inquire afte: your health, 
and an anarety to solicit your pardon for not sooner 
thanking you for the kind letter with which you fast 
favoured me? 

Tam happy to find we thought so exactly alike with 
respect to my most beloved friend, your honoured and 
traly mcomparable brother. As to his “ Virgima,”* I be- 
lheve, indeed, 1t was his wish and intention that every- 
thing belonging to it should rest in silence and queet, till 
they finally sunk into oblivion. With me nothing can, 
that ever belonged to bim; but I shall hep all the papers 
with which you have so kindly entrasted me, wholly to 
tayself. 

T have great pleasure in telling you, dear madam, that 
our good Kitty Cooke 1s evidently reatored to some share 
of her natural, though long lost cheerfulness. Her spits, 
however, have received a shock winch they can never 
wholly recover; nor can E wonder, when I consider how 
evely way irrepatable 13 the loss she has sustamed, and 
when I feel that, with the mnumerable blessings with 


* A tagedy. by Mi. Crap, which had been produced at Drury- 
Jenaztheatze by Gainch, with moderate success. It was printed 
in 1738, 
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which I am myself encompassed, scarce a day passes in 
which I donot lament him, and not an incident heppens 
to me that I do not long to communicate to him. My 
confidence in him was one of the gieatest sources of my 
happiness; hs wisdom and bis kindness made my un- 
bounded trust at once my pleasure and my proht. He 
thought no occasion too triflmg to be consultedgupon; 
and I thought none too important to be governed m 
wholly by hus advice. I hardly eser could tell whether 
I most loved or admired him, for my reverence for hw 
abihties alnays Lept pace with my affection for his vi- 
tues. Unconscious of hw own supenority, he used fre- 
quently to apprehend that when I went more into the 
world, my regard for him would weaken. But, even if 
my nature had been of so ungrateful a terture, (which I 
must hope 18 not the case) he would still have had no- 
thing to fear; for where could I go to meet frtendslup 
More sincere? and whom could I sev to anspie a more 
deserved return? 

You will forgive me, I hope—I know, indeed, you will 
forgive me—for entering so largely upon this subject ; for 
though you have looked too far and too clearly to suffer 
your affliction to overpower you, I am sure your best be~ 
loved on earth will ever be uppermo-t in your thoughts, 
and the grateful justice done his honoured memory by 
her whom you 80 truly call lus tuvour:te adopted child, 
cannot be offensive to you. 

Captain Frodsham and hi amiable lady ana their 
family are, I hope, better than when you were 90 good as 
to write last. I beg my best compliments when you see 
them. 

Iam now at the house ofa friend, Mr. Locke, who lives 
only six miles from Chesington, and whose many sumtaa 
excellences, both of head and heart, meke me frequently 

aad 
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regret that he knew not whet e treasure was in his neigh- 
bourhood. Mr. Crisp could not, with all kus perse- 
vering love of retirement, have reyected the acquaintance 
of a man so nobly worthy his attention and regard, and 
whoce own good and great qualities would have taught 
him the value of our beloved hermut's. Hus lady, too, the 
fair partner of ins worth as well as affection, being no fine 
Indy, but, on the contrary, the pattern of all that is ami-+ 
able and lovely in woman, would have conquered una~ 
vordably my dear daddy's aecluding spimt. But st would 
have made me, perhaps, too happy here, to have been 
allowed the friendship I now experience from thin admir- 
able family, while my firet and best fiend, out of my 
own house, was still spared me. 
I remam, dear madam, your obliged and 
affectionately obedient servant, 
F. Burnry. 





Journal resumed. 


Addressed to her Father and Sze, 

Wixnsor, Novi uncer, 1785.—As you don't qu te 
hate one another, you will not, I hope, hate me, tor 
couphng you m ay journal. It will be impossible fur 
ime to wite separate accounts of any length or satin- 
faction, s0 I crave your joint permissions to address 
you together. And now, ,this settled, I have only to 
beg, of Fortune some events worth recording, and only 
to temmd my dear father it 1s my musfortune, ant 
fault, uf they will not happen; bis misfortune, too, 1 
gtaut, should he have but common nothings to read. 
As to Susanna, I heed her not, for she has been in that 
practice all her ife, when we have been separated. 
Well, then,— 
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Sarvenay, Nov, 25ra.—I got to Hounslow almost 
at the same moment with Mis. Astley, my dear Mrs. De- 
ony’s maid, who was sent to mect me. As soon as she 
had satisfied my inquines concernmg her lady, she was 
eager to inform me that the Queen had drunk tea with 
Mrs. D. the day before, and had asked when I should 
come, and heard the time: and that Mrs. Delany behteved. 
she would be with her again that evening, and desire to 
Bec me. 

This was rather fidgetting intelligence. I rather, in 
my own mind. thought the Queen would prefer giving 
me the first evening alone with my dear old friend. 

F found that sweet lady not so well us I had hoped, 
and strongly affected by afflicting recollections at sight 
ofme. With all her gentleacs» and resignation, burats 
of sorrow break from her still, whenovet we ute alone 
together: and with all her gratitude and all her real 
fondness for the (Queen. het sutterime heart moans inter- 
nally its nreparable loss; for the Duchess of Portland 
was a bossm fiend—a very Susan to her. 

The Queen herself 13 most senible of this, and while 
she tries, by all the means in her power, to supply the 
place of the lumented Duchess of Portland, she 1s the 
first to observe and to forgive the imposmbility of a full 
success: indeed, the cucumetances I am continually 
hearing of her sweetness and benevolence make ine more 
than ever rejoice she has taken my dear Mrs. Delany 
‘under her mmediate protection. 

Miss P——., who 1s a truly lovely girl, received me 
with her usual warmth of joy, and was most impatient 
to whisper me that ‘all the Princesses intended to come 
and see me.” She is just at the age to doat upon an 
ado, and nothing so much dehghts her as the thought 
of my presentations. 
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My dear Mis Delany, meanwhile, fearful of occasion- 
ing the smallest{embariassment, gave me no hint of any 
design to notice me, but only told me things of the 
Queen, that could not but make it my own wish to see 
her in her pnvate conduct, life, and demeanour. 

I did well, 1t seems, to be the champion of Madame 
de Genlis ; for Miss P-— tell. me Madame de G spoke 
of me to the Queen in terms the most extraordinary, and 
which the Queen has repeated to Mrs. Delany, and 
which, when we meet, perhaps I may tell,—but on paper, 
ths hint,{methmnhg, 16 pretty well. 

Mrs. Delany acquainted me that the Queen, in their 
fiist interview, upon her coming to this house, sad to 
her, “ Why did not you bring you: friend Muss Burney 
with you?” 

My dear Mrs. Delany was very much gratified by 
such an attention to whatever could be thought inteiest- 
ing to her, but, with her usual propnety, answered that, 
1m coming to a house of her Majesty’s, she could not 
presume to ash anybody without .mmediate and expreas 
permusion. “ The King, however,” she added, ‘ made 
the very same inquiry when I suw him next.” 

Sunpay, Nov. 267n.—So now the royal encounters, 
for a while at least, are out of all question. Nobody 
came last night, though Mrs. Delany I saw, and Miss 
P—— I heard, in continual expectation; but this morn- 
ing, Mr. Battscombe, apothecary to the honsehold, 
called, and said that an express arnved from Germany 
yesterday afternoon, with an account of the death of the 
Queen’s youngest brother. 

The Queen, whose domestic vistues rise upon me every 
hour, 1s strongly attached to all ber family, and im much 
effiction at this neus; for though this brother was quite 
a boy when she left Germany, he has tw.ce been to vist 
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her in England. None of the Royal Family vill appear 
ull the mournmng tabes place; the Queen, perhaps, may 
abut herself up still longer, 

Afternaids came Lady Louua Clayton, who had dined 
at the Queen’s Lodge, where she often attends in the 
place of her suter, Lady Chaslotte Finch, whose ali 
health makes her frequently require sssistance in her 
office of governess, The Queen, she said, had been erx- 
pecting this il} news some time, though she heard it with 
great gnef, 

Lady Loussa is very earnest to oblige Mrs, Delany, 
and most civilly offered her an apartment for me in her 
house, if the simgle spare bed im this should be at all 
wanted by any of her nephews desinng that no circum- 
stance of that sort mght hasten my leaving Windsor a 
moment sooner than I was obliged to go. 

Some time after, while I was writing to my dear father 
about my mourning, Miss P—— jumped into my room. 

“Oh, Mus Burney! you must come this moment! 
Hore’s a gentleman here wants to see you, and he says 
he has danced with you.” 

T could not conce:ve who this mght be, but she would 
not let me rest till 1 went mto the dining-ioom, and 
there who should I find but Dr. Lind, who might, per~ 
haps, have beeu my paitner at Mr, Bremner's ‘I'welfth 
Night ball. He asked very much after my father, and 
anvited me to see hg cunosities, which invitation I ghall: 
be glad to accept, as will Muss P———. He1s marred and 
settled here, and follows, as much as he can get practice, 
his profession; but his taste for tucks, conund:ums, end 
queer things, makes people fearful of his trymg expen 
ments upon their constitutions, and think hun a better 
conorer than physician, though I don’t know why the 
same man should not be both. 
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At mght, quite tcog., quite alone, and quite privately, 
the King came, and was shut up with Mn. Delany for 
anhom. It » ont of rule for any of the famly to be 
seen till zn mourmng, but he knew she was anxious for 
an account of the Queen. 1 had a very nariow escape of 
‘being surprised by him, which would have vexed me, as 
he only meant to see Mrs. Delany by herself, though 
the says he told her he was very glad to hear I was 
come. 

Turspax, Nov. 297u.—My dea: Mrs. Delany was 
ill yeaterday, and to-day she has been much worse. The 
Queen sent to ash her to the Lodge, but sne was obliged 
to be blooded, and seemed so ull of inflammation, that 
I wos exttemely alarmed for het. The Queen sent Miss 
Planta to see he at night; she says the Queen » in 
amuch gnef for her brother. 

Wupnezsp1y, Nov. 307Tn,—This morning, I had the 
happmess of seemg my dear Mrs, Delanv mucl. cooler 
and more easy, but a little incident happened that a good 
deal affected hei. It shews the tenderness of the Queen 
for het in #0 stiong and anmable « maunei, that I must 
tell 1¢ my dear father and Susan, who, I am sure, like 
me, will grow more and move loyal in heaving it. 

‘When the Duchess of Portlaud died, the Duke, before 
Mrs. Delany took her iast leave of Bulst.ode, begged 
hen to choose and to take whatever she pleased that had 
belonged to lus mother. Mrs Delany refuse! everythmg 
that was proposed to hei of any value, but said she would 
name one thing heveelf, which was all she could accept: 
this was a favomute bird of her frend’s,—a weaver, an 
Afmean bird,—which the Duchess had been very fond 
of, and always kept in her room. She brought it to town 
with her, aud thence to Windsoi, and it has grown #0 
dear to her, that she could scarce ever look at it mith 
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dry eyes. Imagine, then, :f I was concerned, when this 
morning, upon coming into the room where we breakfast, 
not seeing the bird perching, I took down the cage, and 
perceived it at the bottom, lying dead. 

‘Mrs. Delany was still in her own room, weak aod 
unwell, though better. It was a particularly unlucky 
time to tell her of this loss, which we knew she would 
regard as the conclusion of all that had remasned to her 
of Bulstrode. While Miss P—— and ! were considering 
what we could do, Miss Planta came in, to inquire, from 
the Queen, how Mrs. Delany had passed the mght. 
The bird was m my hand, and I told her the circum- 
stances belonging to it. She was sorry, went to speak 
with Mrs. Delany in her bed-room, and returned to the 
Queen. In lees than a quarter of an hour she came 
back again, bringing with her a bird in a very fine cage. 
It wos the weaver bird, she «nid, and sent by the Queen, 
to know rf we thought it could not be put m the same 
cage that had belonged to the Duchess, and prevent 
‘Mra. Delany from hearinz that here was dead. 

This tender dese to spvie her any pain, though with- 
out the reward of having such kimdness known to its 
object, touched me eatiemely, and the more, for beng 
told the Queen herself had neve: possessed but two of 
those birds. I saw, however, the kind deception could 
not succeed, for the resemblance was very imperfect, and 
ouch as my dea: old fend has lost of the acuteness of 
her eye-sight, enough, thank Heaven! yet remains to 
have discerned the change. I told Miss Planta this, 
but at the same time added, that, sf she could leave the 
bird, an attention so sweet and so delicate in the Queen 
would soften the tale we had to tell, and be her best 
solace for the Joss. Miss Planta answered, she would 
certainly leave 1t; for the Queen had desired that if we 
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thought it could not pass for the same bird, it might be 
Jeft m its own cage, and given immediately from herself. 
This, accordingly, we did; she heard it more quietly 
than we expected, yet not without emotion; but when 
we brought her the Queen’s bid, the tears came into 
‘her eyes, and she looked at it with great tenderness, and 
exclamed, “ Don’t you, too, die in my hands!” 

Ehave been making a very melancholy visit to Ma- 
dame de la Fite. She sent her httle son to invite me, She 
cried the whole time I was with hei, and told me she 
was quite overcome by my visiting Windsor, now she 
had lost he: poor Lhza, who had always looked forward 
to shewing it me herself. I felt the strongest compas- 
mon for her, and could not come away till she grew 
somewhat more composed, for she seemed reheved by 
indulging her gnef. She said she would talk of Norbury 
Park and of Madame de Genhs when we met neat; 
but now she could only talk of her dear Elwe. She 
compared herself with poor rs. Hill, who had lost her 
Bully, and could speak of nothing without recurring to 
tum. She had just been readimg “ Cecilia,” she told 
me, to the Princess Limabeth, but when she cawe to 
that pait, she could not go on for her tears. Dreadful, 
indeed, and most irreparable 1s her Joss’ 

Lafternards made a short calf upon my old friend, 
Madame de Luc. You may remember Mus Cooper, my 
dear father, at Streatham. I had the pleasure to see her 
very comfortably settled m a pretty and neat house, 
with a view of the Castle. She carned me up stairs into 
Mr. de Luc’s study, which 1s full of struments, tools, 
and learned litter. His daughter lives with them, and 1s 
® good-haumoured, sensible, piating girl; she talked 
eacessively, and seemed mighty happy to be so em- 
ployed. 
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T then went and aired in the Old Park with dear 
Mrs. Delany, up and down the fine old avenue, which, 
with the Castle in view, has so grand a formality, that 
to alter, and even improve it, would make me think of 
‘Mason’s expresmon in the Enghsh Garden, “ that taste 
here weie sacrilege.” 

Dr. Lind has called regularly every day, to invite us 
to see his Inchan canosities, and to offer being my esquire 
in going about Windsor ; but Mrs. Delany is so for from 
well, that I could have no pleasure in leaving her. He 
is excessively curious about my seemg the King and 
Queen, and earnest to know what will pass: he is one 
of their most loyal admirers, and very eager that I should 
be another ; and he said to Mrs. Delany, when I was out 
of the room, * I hope, me’um, you will apprise Miss 
Burney of the King’s quick mannet of speaking, for fear 
it should disconcert her” Mrs. Delany 13 much diverted 
with his soheitude and good humour. 

Tuurspay, Dic. 151.—To-day the Queen sent Miss 
Planta to tell Mrs. Delany that :f she would not yet 
venture to the Lodge, she would come to her in the 
evening. Mrs. Delany accepted the gracious offer, and, 
at tea-time, she came, as well as the King, and spent two 
houts here. 

Mis. Delany told me afternards. that the Queen was 
very low-spinted, and seemed to wish for nothing but the 
solace of sitting perfectly quiet. Sheis a sweet woman, 
and has all the domestic affections warm and strong in 
her heart. 

Nevertheless they talked of me, she says, a good 
deal: and the king asked many questions about me. 
There 1s a new play, he told Mis. Delany, coming out; 
“and it is smd to be Mus Burney’s!” Mrs. Delany 
immediately answered that she knew the report must be 
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untrue. ‘ But I hope she is not idle” cned the hing. 
“T hope she 1s writing something” 

‘What an opportunity, my dear father, for the speech 
Mf. Cambndge told you he longed to make—that 
Mus B. had no teme to write, for she way always work- 
tng at her clothes” 

What Mrs. Delany said, I know not; but he aftei- 
wards inquired what she thought of my witing a play? 

“ What,’ said he, “do you wish about it, Mra, 
Delany” 

Mrs, Delany hesitated, and the Queen then said, 

“* £ wish what I know Mrs. Delany does—that she 
may not, for though her reputation 15 so high, her cha~ 
aacter, by all I hear, 1» too delicate to suit with writing 
for the stage.” 

Swoet Queen! [could have kissed the hem of her 
garment for that specch, and I could not resist wisting it 

Mr. Delany then said, 

“Why my opinion is what I believe to be Miss 
Burney’s own; that it 15 too public and hazardous a 
style of wuting for her quiet and fearful turn of mind.” 

I have reslly the giace to be a hittle ashamed of 
senbbling this, but I know I can se:bble nothing my 
dear father will be more curious to hear. 

Upon Mrs. Delany’s connng to Windsor, the Queen 
had Cecilia read to hei again, and by M. de Luc, who 
can hardly speak fom words of Coglish! but she told 
Mrs. Delany she had no good English reader. 

Sarirpay, Dut. 3zp.—To-night, the King and 
Queen agam spent two hours with Mrs. Delany. They 
were both of them in the gieatest alarm for the Princess 
Ehzabeth, who has a complaint on the chest, and whose 
sufferings affict them very deeply. They go to hei twoor 
three times a day, but ore forbid speaking to her. How 
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happy for sweet Mrs. Delany that, after the obligations 
innumerable showered down upon her by the King and 
Queen, she now sees herself the resource to which they 
fly for comfort and relief in their own distreeses' The 
Queen sees nobody else. 

In the midst of all, the Queen took the good-hu- 
monied pleasure of tellmg Mis. Delany the hind things 
said of her guest, by Madame de la Fite :—» You two,” 
she sud, “ speak of hei just alike.” 

Madame de Ia Fite sent ine @ note, to say she heard the 
Queen was to pass the evenmg with Mis. Delany, and 
to ash me to passat with her. I was very busy, how- 
ever, at work, and excused myself till to-morrow, when 
Mis. Delany, if well enough, will go tu the Lodge; and 
she 15 very much better. 

Mis. P—— and I went to Dr. Lind’s, aud saw his 
fat, handsome wife, who i> as tall as himeelf, and 
nbout si times a» big. We had not time to stay and 
Jeok at his collection, but he shewed me one very cunous 
vepresentation of the “ Clephanta,” in the Cast Indies, 
which has been admurably eaccutcd, fiom a drawing of 
us own, taken on the spot, by Paul Sandby. He told 
me that when he went to sec it, with a large party of 
Engbsh, they carued masons, carpenters, and workmen 
with them, no less in number than siaty—in short, 
1 suppose all who could dig, saw, or ca1ty—fiom the ship 
he belonged to, for he was surgeon to an East Indiaman, 
Bur after all their toiling, injthi wonderful excavation, 
they found the rock so impcnetrable, and the pillars and 
adois so stupendous, that{they could only bing away an 
odd head or two, and a few limbs. I assured him he 
now fully explained to me why, 10 “ Gulliver's Travels,” 
Swift has ranked in one class, assassins, murderers, 
rubbers, and vz fuosz, 
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Thw mornmng we had better news of the Princess; 
and Mrs. Delany went agen to the Lodge in the 
evening, to the Queen. When Mrs. Delany returned, 
she confirmed the good accounts of the Princess Ehza- 
beth’s amendment. She had told the Queen I was 
gotng to-morrow to Thames Ditton, for a week ; and was 
asked many questions about my coming bach, which the 
Queen said she was sure I should be glad to do from 
Mrs.W—— to Mra. Delany. O most penet.ating Queen { 

She gratified Mrs. Delany, by many hind speeches, of 
‘being sorry I was gomg, and gled I was returamg, and 
wo forth. Mrs. Delany then told her I had been rexding 
“ The Clandestine Mariage” to her, which the Queen 
had recommended, aud she thanked her Majesty for the 
very great pleasure she had received from it. 

“O then,” cned the Queen, “if Miss Burney reads 
to you, what a pleasure you must have to make her read 
her own works '” 

Mn. Delany laughed, and exclaimed, 

“O ma’am ! read her own works '—youi Majesty bis 
no notion of Miss Buiney! I believe she would os soon 
die” 

‘This, of course, led to a great deal of discasston, in the 
midst of which the Queen said, 

“Do you know Dr. Burney, Mrs Delany?” 

“Yea, ma’am, extremely well,” answered Mis. 
Delany. 

“TI think him,” satd the Queen, “a very agieeable 
and entertainwg man.” 

There, my dear father! said I not well just now, O 
‘most penetrating Queen ? 

So here enda my Windsor journal, part the fiat. 


To-morrow mormng I go for my week to Thames 
Ditton. 
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Winason, Wrponespax, Dec. 141n, 1785.— 
Yesterday I retuned to my dear Mrs. Delany, fiom 
‘Thames Ditton, and had the great concern of finding her 
very unnell. Mr. Barnard Dewes, one of her nephews, 
and his httle girl, a sweet child of seven yeara old, weie 
with her, and, of course, Miss P——. She had been 
huined, though only with pleasuie, and her emotion, 
first in receiving, and next im entertaming them, had 
biought on a httle fever. Her health, now, 1 fea:tully 
precarious, and hei days, to me, are most tremblingly 
precious. Everything shatters her dea: feeble trame; 
she can beat neither joy nor sorrow, and how few ae 
those placid day» that are touched by neither’ Her 
mund, however, has still its o1giaal strength, and ail her 
faculties ore im their fullest vigour , ‘tis only the “ tene- 
ment of clay” that ha» suffered by time. 

She revived 1m the afternoon, and I hud the pleasue 
of reading to hei a play of Shakespeare’s, that she had 
not heard foi forty years, and which I had never read 
ance I was a child,—* The Comedy of Lrrors .”—~10d 
we found 1n it all the eutertaxament belonging to an ea~ 
cullent farce, and all the objections txlonging to an 
indifferent play, but the spt with which she enters 
into every pait of everything sue hears, gives a sort of 
theatuic efiect to whatever i» read to her; and my spitits 
rise in her presence, with the joy of exciting hers, 

But I am now obliged, by what follows, to confess a 
little discussion I have had with my dear Mis. Delany, 
almost all the time I spent with her at frst, and now 
again upon my return, relative to the royal interview, s0 
Jong im expectation. 

Immediately upon my arrival, she bad imagmed, by 
what had preceded if, that a visit would instantly 
ensue here, and I should have a summons to appear; 
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but the death of the Queen’s brother, winch was Lnown 
the very might I came, confined her Mayesty and all 
the family for some days to the Lodge; and the dan- 
erous lness of the Princess Ehzabeth next took place, 
in occupymg all their thoughts, greatly to their credit. 
‘My dear old frend, however, earnest I should have an 
honour which her grateful reverence for their Mayesties 
makes her regard very highly, had often wished me to 
stay sn the room when they came to see her, assunog 
me that though they were so circumstanced as not to 
send for a stranger, she Lnew they would be much 
pleased to meet with me. This, however,*was more 
than I could assent to, wathout snfimte pain, and that 
she was too hind to make a pont of my endunng, 

Yesterday, upon my return, she began again the same 
reasoning; the Prncesa Ehzabeth had relapsed, and she 
knew, duting her bemg wouse, there was no chance the 
Queen would take any active step towaids a meeting. 
« But she mnquires,” continued Mrs, Delany, “ so much 
about you, and 2s so earnest thet you should be with me, 
that I om sure she wants to see and converse with you, 
You will see her, too, with more ease to yourelf by 
being already in the 100m, than from beimg summoned. 
I would not for the world put this request to you, af I 
‘were not sure she wishes tt.” 

There was no withstanding the word “ request” from 
Mes. Delany, and httle as I liked the business, I could not 
but comply. What neat was to be done, was to beg 
directions for the rencounten. 

Now thongh you, my dear father, have had an 
audrence, and you, my dear Susar, are hkely enough 
to avoid one, yet I think the etiquettes on these occasions 
will be equally new to you both; for one never inquired 
into them, and the other has never thought of them. 
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Mere, at Windsor, where more than hsif the people we 
see are belonging to the Court, and where all the rest 
are trymg to be in the same predicament, the intelligence 
I have obta:med must be Jooked upon as accurate; and I 
shall therefore give it, in full confidence you will both 
regard it as 2 valuable addition to your present atock of 
Court knowledge, and read it with that decent awe the 
dignity of the tome requnes! 


Ducections for a private encounter with the 
Royal Lanuty. 


But no, they will take me go long, that 1 bad better 
put them on a sepaiate sheet, and go on with my 
journal while all 1 fresh in my memory. Iam sorry to 
have wasted so solemn a preamble, but hope you will 
have the generosity to remember st when I produce my 
directions, as } cannot possibly undertake writing 
another. 

To come, then, now, to those particular instructions I 
received myself, and which must not be regarded as 
having, anytlung to do with ceneral sules, 

“T do Leg of you,” said dear Mie Delany, “ when the 
Queen or the King speak to you, not to answer with 
mere inonosyjlables. ‘The Queen often complains to me 
of the difficulty with which she can get any conversation, 
as she uot only always has to start the subjects, but, 
commonly, entirely to support them: and she says there 
18 nothing she so mach loves as conversation, and nothing 
she finds so hard to get. She is always best pleased to 
have the answers that are made her Jead on to further 
discourse. Now, as I know she wishes to be acquainted 
with you, and converse with you, I do 1eally entreat you 
not to draw back fiom her, nor to stop conversation with 
only answering Yes, or No.” 

WL mn. BB 
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Tlus was 2 most tremendous injunction, however, I 
could not but promuse her I would do the best I could. 

To this, nevertheless, she readily agreed. that 1f upon 
entering the room, they should take no notice of me, I 
mught quietly retire. And that, beleve me, will not be 
yery slowly! They cannot tind me im th» howse with- 
out knowing who I am, and therefore they can be at no 
loss whether to speak to me or not, fron: incertitude. 

In the midst of all this, the Quecn came! 

I heard the thunde: at the door, and, panic struck, 
away flew all my resolutions und azreements, and away 
after them flew I! 

Don't be angiy, my dear fathei—E would have stayed 
af } could, and { meant to stay, but, when the moment 
came, neither ny prepsrations nor intentions availed, and 
Tarived at my own 100m, ere I well knew I hud left the 
diawia3-room, and quite breathless between the iace 1 
ran with Miss Port and the joy of escaping. 

Mr. Delany, though o little vexed at the time, was 
not att.rwards, when she found the Queen vay much 
disputed, by a relapse of the poo: Princess Elzabeth. 
She inqaned if I was 1etuned, and hoped T now came 
to make a longer stay 

Fr.pix, Dre. 161n.—Yesterday mornug we had a 
much bette: account of the Piiacess Elizabeth, ond 
Mrs. Delany said to me, 

“Now you will escapo no longer, for if their uneasi- 
nea» ceases, 1 am sme they will send for you, when they 
come next.” 

To be sent for, [ confessed to her, would really be more 
formdable than to be surprised, but to pretend to be 
surpitved would answei no purpose in making the meet- 
img easy to me, and therefore I prefered letung the 
mat‘el take its chance. 
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After dinner, while Mrs. Delany wos left alone, as 
usual, to take a little rest,—for sleep it but seldom 
proves,—Mr. B. Dewes, his little daughter, Miss Port, 
and myself, went into the drawing-room. And here, 
while, to pass the time, I was amusing the little girl with 
teaching her some Christmas games, in which her father 
and cousm joined, Mis. Delany came in. We were all 
in the middle of the room, and m tome confusion ;—but 
she hed but just come up to us to inquire what was 
going forwards, and I was disentangling myself from 
Miss Dewe-, to be ready to fly off if any one knocked 
at the strect-Joor. whea the door of the drawing-room 
was again opened, and a lage man, ut deep mourning, 
appeare? at st, entering and shutting xt himself without 
speaking. 

A ghost could not wore have scared me, when I dis- 
covered, by its glitter on the black, astar! The general 
disorder had prevented bis being scen, except by myself, 
who wa» always on tle watch, till Muss P. » tuning 
round, exclaimed, “The King !—Aunt, the King!” 

+ Omercy! thought I, that 1 were but out of the room! 

which way shall I escape? and how pass him unnoticed? 
There is but the single door at which he entered, in the 
room! Every one scampered out of the way: Miss 
P—, to stand neat the door; Mr. Bernard Dewes to 
@ corner opposite it; his httle girl clung to me; and Mrs. 
Delany advanced to meet his Majesty, who, after quietly 
looking on til she saw him, approached, and inquired 
how she did. 

He then spoke to Mr. Bernard, whom he had already 
met two or three times here. 

I had now retreated to the wall, and purposed gliding 
softly, though speedily, out of the room ; but before I hed 
taken a single step, the King, in a loud whisper to Mra, 

Bu2 
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Delany, said, “Is that Miss Burney?’—and on her 
answering, ‘Yes, sir,” he bowed, and with @ counte- 
nance of the most perfect good humow:, came close up 
‘tw me. 

A most profound reverence on my pait a.rested the 
progress of my intended retreat. 

“ How long have you been come back, Miss Burney ?” 

«Two days, sir.” 

Unluchily he did not hear me, and repeated his ques- 
tion; and whether the «econd time he heaid me or not, 
I don’t know, but he made a hittle civil inchnation of 
dus head, and went back to Mrs. Delany. 

He insisted she should sit down, though he stood him- 
self, and began to give her an account of the Princess 
Ehzabeth, who once again was recovering, and trying, 
at present, James's Powders. She had Leen blooded, 
he said, twelve times in this lest fortmght, and had 
lost seventy-five ounces of blood, besides undergoing 
bhetering and other disciphne. He spoke of her illness 
with the stiongest emotion, and seemed quite filled with 
concern for her danger and sufferings. 

Mrs. Delany next mguned for the younger children. 
They had all, he sard, the whoop ng-cough, and were 
#oon to be removed to Kew. 

** Not,” added he, “ for any other reason than change 
of air for themselves; though I am pietty certain I have 
never had the distemper myeelf, and the Queen thinks 
she has not had 1t either-—we shall take our chance. 
When the two eldest had it, I sent them away, and 
would not see them till 1t was over; but now there 
are so many of them that there would be no end to se- 
parations, so I Jet 1t take its course.” 

Mre. Delany expressed a good deal of concern at bis 
lupning this nak, but be Jaughed at st, and said, he was 
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much more afraid of catching the rheumatism, which has 
‘been threatening one of bis shoulders lately. However, 
he added, he should hunt the next mormng, im defianea 
of xt. 

A good deal of talk then fullowed about his own 
health, and the extreme temperance by which he pre- 
served it, The fault of his constitution, he said, was a 
tendency to excessive fat, which he kept, however, in 
order, by the most vigorous exercise, and the strictest 
attention to a simple diet. 

‘When Mn. Delany was beginning to pra.se his foi- 
bearance, he stopped her. 

“No, no,” he cried, “’tus no sartue, I only prefer 
eating plain and little, to growing disvaved and infirm.” 

Dunng this discouise, I stood quietly in the place 
where he had first spoken tome. His quitting me ao 
soon, and conversing freely and easily with Mrs. Delany, 
proved ‘so delightful a rehef to me, that I no longer 
wished myse!f away, and the moment my fitst pamc 
fiom the surprise was over, I diverted myself with a 
thousand ndiculous notions, of my own situation 

The Christmas games we had been shewinz Misa 
Dewes, it seemed as if we were still performing, a» none 
of us thought it proper to move, though our mauner of 
standing remmded one ot Pussin the corner. Close to the 
door was posted Miss P——; opposite her, close to the 
wainscot, stood Mr. Dewes; at just an equal distance 
from him, close to a window, stood myself, Mrs. Delany, 
though seated, was at the opposite side to Miss P———; 
and his Majesty kept pretty much im the middle of the 
room. The httle girl, who hept close to me, did not 
break the order, and I could hardly help expecting to be 
beckoned, with puss! puss! puss! to change places 
with one of my naghbours, 
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This Toes, aftern ards, gave way to another more pomp~ 
ous. It seemed to me we were achag a play. There 16 
something 30 ttle Lke common and real life, m every- 
body's standing, while talking, in a room full of chatra, 
and standing, too, so aloof from each other, that I almost 
thought myself upon a atage, assistng in the 1epresenta- 
tion of a tragedy, — mwh.ch the King played his own 
part, of thelirg; Mrs. De’ary that of a venerable confi- 
dante; Mr. Dewes, hs respectful attendant: Mus P—,a 
supphant v.ig1™, ¥ sttag encouragement to Ling orward. 
some petition: Miss Dewes, a young orphan, n.tended 
to move the royal ¢ 1apawoa: and my~Ij—a very 
solemn, sober, cad Jeccut mate. 

These fancies, however, only regaled m2 while I con- 
tinued 0 quiet spect itor. und v .thout expectation of bemg 
called into play, Put the King, J have 1eason to think, 
meant only to grve me tme to recover from riy first em- 
banassment; and I fec! myself infimtely obliged to his 
good bieeding and consideration. which perfectly an- 
swered, fii beiore he returned to me I was entrely 
reoruited, 

To go Lach fo my uarration. 

‘When the discourc upen heath and sticngth was 
over, the King went up to the table, and looked at a book. 
of prints, fiom Claude Lonraa.e, which had been biought 
down for Muss Dewes ; but Mrs. Delany, by mistake, 
told him tLley were fo: me. He tvined over 2 leaf or two, 
and then said — 

Pray, does Miss Burney diay, too ?” 

The foo was pronounced very civilly. 

“ [believe not, sir,” answered Mis. Delany : “ at least, 
she does not tell?” 

“Qh!” cred he, laughmg, “that's nothing! she is 
not apt to tell; she never does tell, you know !—Her fa- 
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ther told me that himself. He told me the whole history 
of her Evelina. And I shall never forget his face when 
he spoke of his feelings at first taking up the book !—he 
looked quite frightened, just as if he was doing it that 
moment! I never can forget his face while I live!” 

Then coming up close to me, he said— 

« But what ?—what ?—how was it?” 

«6 Sir’—cried 1, aot well understanding him. 

«* How came you—how happened it—what ?—what?” 

«II only wrote, sir, for my own amusement, —only 
in some odd, idJe hours.” 

* But your publishing — your printing, — how was 
that?” 

“ That was only, sir,—only becaure—” 

1 hesitated mnost abominably, not knowing how to tell 
him a long story, and growing terribly confused at these 
questions ;—besides,—to say the truth, his own “ what ! 
what /” so reminded me of those vile Probationary Odes, 
that, in the anidst of all my flutter, I was really hardly 
able to keep my countenance. 

The What! was then repeated, with so earnest a look, 
that, forced to say something, I stammeringly answered— 
“ | thought—sir—it would look very well in print!” 

I do really flatter myself this is the silliest epeech I ever 
made! J am quite provoked with myself for it; but a fear 
of laughing made me eager to utter anything, and by no 
means conscious, till Thad spoken, of what I was saying. 

He laughed very heartily himseif,—well he might— 
and walked away to enjoy it, crying out, 

“‘ Very fair indeed! that’s being very fair and honest !” 

‘Then, returning to me again, he said, 

* But your father—how came you not to shew him 
what you wrote?” . 

«I was too much ashamed of it, sir, seriously.” 
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Literal truth that, I am sure. 

“ And how did he find it out?” 

«T don’t know myself, ar. He never would tell me.” 

Literal truth again, my dear father, as you can testify. 

*¢ Bat how did you get it printed 2” 

“ Lsentit, sir, to a bookseller my father never employed, 
and that I never had seen myself, Mr. Lowndes, an full 
hope by that means he never would hear of 1t.” 

“ But how could you manage that ?” 

« By means of a brother, sir.” 

“QO !—you confided in a biother, then 2” 

* Yes, sir—that is, for the publication.” 

« What entertainment vou must have had fiom bheai~ 
ing people’s conjectures, before you were known! Do 
you remember any of them ?” 

© Yes, sir, many.” 

“ And what?” 

“ [heard that Mr. Barett: laid a wager it was watten 
by a man; for no woman, he aaid, could have hept her 
own counsel.” 

This diverted him extremely. 

«¢ But how was it,” he continued, “ you thought most 
hikely for your father to discover you *” 

“ Sometimes, sir, I have supposed I must have dropt 
some of the manuscript; sometimes, that one of my 
sisters betrayed me.” 

“Q! your sister ?—what, not your brother ?” 

‘© No, air; he could not, for—” 

I was going on, but he laughed so much I could not 
be heard, eaclammng, 

“Vastly well! Isee you are of Mr. Barett’s aund, 
and think your brother could heep your secret, and not 
your sister ”* 
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® Well, but,” cried he presently, “ how was it first 
known to you, you were betrayéd 7” 

** By a letter, mr, from another sister. I was very ill, 
and in the country; and she wrote me word that my 
father had taken up a review, in which the book was men- 
tioned, and had put his finger upon its name, and said~— 
“ Contrive to get that book for me.’” 

« And when he got tt,” cried the King, “ he told me he 
was afraid of looking at it! and ever can I forget his 
face when he mentioned lis first opening it, But you 
have not kept your pen unemployed al! this time ’” 

“Indeed I have, sir.” 

“But why ?” 

« JI beheve I have exhausted myzelf, sir.” 

He laughed sfond at this. and went and told 1¢ to Mra, 
Delany, civilly treating 2 piain tact az 2 mete bon mot, 

Then, returning to me aga. he said, more seriously, 
“But you bave not determmed against wnting avy 
more 2” 

«© N—o, sir—" 

“You have madz no vou—no real resolution of that 
sort 2” 

“No, sir.” 

“ You only wait for inclination ”" 

Mow admirably Mr. Cambridge’s speech might have 
come in here! 

«No, sir” 

A very civil little bow spoke him pleased with this 
answer, and he went again to the middle of the room, 
where he chiefly stood, and, addressing us in general, 
talked upon the different motives of wnting, concluding 
with, 

“<I believe there 13 no constraint to be put upon real 
genius ; nothing but inclination can eet it to work. Miss 
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Burney, however, knows best.” And then, hastly re- 
turning to me, he ened, * What? what?” 

«No, sir, I—I—believe not, certainly,” quoth I, very 
awhwaidly, for I seemed taking a violent comphment 
only as my due ; but I knew not how to put him off asZ 
would another person. 

He then made some inquines concerning the pictures 
with which the room 1s hung, and which ase all Mrs. 
Delany’s own pemting; and a httle discourse followed, 
upon some of the masters whose pictures she has copied. 

The was all with hei; for nobody eve: answers hm 
without being immediately addressed by him. 

He then came to me again, and said, 

“Is your father about anything at present ?” 

“Yes, mr, he goee on, when he ha» tume, with Lis 
history.” 

“ Dees he write quich 2” 

“Yes, sn, when he wites from hinself: but in lis 
lnstory, he has so many books to consult, that sometimes 
he spends thice days in finding authonties for a single 
passage.” 

“Very true; that must be unavowaLle ” 

He pursued thgse mquiies some time, and then went 
again to his genetal station before the fire, and Mrs. 
Delany mquired 1f he meant to hunt the neat day. 
“Yes,” be answered; and, a httle pomtedly, Mrs, 
Delany sad, 

“T would the hunted could but fee! as much pleasure 
as the hunter.” 

The King understood her, and with some quichness, 
called out, “ Pray what did you hunt?’ 

Then, looking round at us all,— 

“Did you know,” he sad, “that Mrs. Delany once 
hunted herself ?-and na long gonn. and a great hoop ?” 
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It seems she had told his Majesty an adventure of that 
sort which had befallen her m her youth, from some 
accident im which her wil] had no share, 

While this was talking over, 9 siolent thunder was 
made at the door, I was almost ccrtun it was the 
Queen. Once more I would have given anything to 
escape; butm vain. I had been mtoimed that nobody 
ever quitted the royal presence, aftir having been con~ 
versed with, till notroned to withdraw. 

Mis P——, re-md ng t> established etiquette on 
these occasions, opencd the doo: which sho stood next, 
by yutt.¢ her bund bend her, ind sh out, back- 
watds, into the hall. to Leht the Qutcn m. The door 
soon epened again, ond he. Majesty cutered. 

Immediately scong the ho. she made him a low 
coutsey, end c1ied,— 

“ Oh, your Mues*. + heic'” 

Yes,’ he cued, “1 ran ic, shout speaking to 
anybody.” 

The Queen bad been ut the toxcr Loige, to see the 
Prinecass Uhzabeth. 2s the hing had vetors told us, 

She then hastened up to Mrs. Delany, with both her 
hands held out, sayinz, 

« My deer Mr~ Delany, howare you’’ 

“ Instantly afte:, I felt her eye on my face, U be- 
hheve, too, shz cutsicd tor.c, but though I saw the 
bend, I wes too nea-sighted to be suie it wa» intended 
for me. J was hardly eve: ma situation more embarrass- 
ang; Udared not rcturn what I sas not ceitam I had 
received, yet convidcied my>lf as appearing quite a 
monster, to stand stiff-neched, if really meant. 

Almost at the same moment, she spoke to Mr. 
Bernard Dewes, and then nodded} to my httle clinging 
girl. 
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I was now really ready to sink, with hornd uncertamty 
of what I was doing, or what I should do,—when his 
Majesty, who I fancy saw my distress, most good- 
humouredly seid to the Queen something, but I was too 
ouch flurned to remember whet, eacept these words,— 
“T have been telling Miss Burney—” 

Relieved from so pamnfal a dilemma, I immeditely 
dropped a curtsey. She made one to me m the same 
moment, and, with a very smiling countenance, came up 
to me; but she could not speak, for the King went on 
talking, eagerly, and very gaily, repeating to her every 
word I had said dung our conversation upon Evelma, 
its publication, &c. Kc. 

Then he told her of Batetts’s wager, saying,—“ But 
she heard of a great many conjectures about the autho, 
before it was known, and of Baretti, an admirable 
thing !—he laid a bet it must be a man, as no women, 
he and, could have kept her own counsel !” 

The Queen, inughing a little, exclaimed— 

“Oh, that 1s quite too bad an affront to us!—Don’t 
you think so?” addressing heiself to me, with sient 
gentleness of voice and manune:. 

T assented ; and the King continued his relation, which 
she hstened to with a look of some interest: but when 
he told her some particulars of my secrecy, she ngain 
apoke to me. 

« But your sister was your confidant, was she not?” 

Yes, ma’am.” 

My sisters, | might hare sad, but I was always glad 
to have done. 

“ Oh, yes!” cried the King, laughing; “ but I assure 
you ashe 1s of Barett’s opinion herself; tor I asked her 
if she thought it was her sister or her brother that be- 


1785) OF 1HE AUTHOR OF EVELINA. 381 


trayed her to her father?—and ehe says her sister, she 
thinks.” 

Poor Esther !—but I shall make her amends by what 
follows; for the Queen, again addressing me, said— 

% But to betray to a father 1s no cnme—don’t you 
think 80?” 

I agreed; and plamly saw she thought Esther, if 
Esther it was, had only doue nght. 

The King then went on, and when he had finished his 
narration the Queen took her seat. 

She made Mrs, Delany sit neat her, and Miss P—— 
hhonght her some tea. 

The King, meanwhile, came to me again, and said,— 
« Ave you musical!” 

“ Not a performer, si.” 

Then, gomg fiom me to the Queen, he ened,—“ She 
does not play.” 

1 did not hear what the Quecn answered; she spoke 
1n a low voice, and seemed much out of spirits. 

They now talked together a little while, about the 
Princess Ebzabeth, and the King mentioned having 
had a very promising account fiom her physician, Sir 
George Baker; and the Queen soon bnghtened up. 

The King then returned to me, and said,— 

“Are you sure you never play /—nevei touch the 
keys at all “” 

“s Neser to achnowledge it, sir.” 

“ Oh" that’s it" ened he; and flying to the Queen, 
ened, “ She does play—but not to acknowledge st !”” 

I was now in 2 most horrible panic once more ; pushed 
so very home, I could answe: no other than I did, for 
these categorical questions almost constiain categoncal 
answers; and hese, at Windsor, it eeems an absolute 
point that whatever they ask must be told, and whatever 
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they desire must be done. Think but, then, of my con- 
sternation, in expecting ther commands to perform! My 
dear father, pity me! 

The eager wr with which he, retuined to me fully 
explamed what was to follew. I hastily, therefore, 
spoke first, in order to stop L.m, crying— I never, sir, 
played to anybody but syself'—never!” 

“No?” cued he. looking incredulous ; ‘ what, not 
to ——” 

Not even to me, su !? ered my Lind Mrs, Delany, 
who saw what was threatening me. 

“ No?—ate you sure?” cued he, disappomted: “ but 
—but you’ll——’ 

“T have never, su,” cued I, very earnestly, “ played 
an my life, but when I could heat nobody else—quite 
alone, and fiom a mere love of any musical sounds.” 

He repeated ali this to the Queen, whose answers I 
never heard ; but when he once more came back, with a 
face that looked unwilling to give it up, an my fright I 
had recourse to dumb show, and raised my hands in a 
suppheating fold, with a most begging countenance to 
be excused. This. lnchily, succeeded ; he unde.stood 
me very 1eadily, and laughed a little, but made a sort 
of desisting, or 1athor complying, little bow, and said 
no more about it. 

I felt very much obliged to him, for I saw his curionty 
was allakve. I wished I could have kissed his hand. 

He still, howevei, kept me im talk, and still upon 
music. 

“To me,” said he, “it appeara quite as strange to meet 
with people who have no ear for music, and cannot dis- 
tingaish one air from anothér, as to meet with people 
who aredamb. Lady Bell Finch once told me that she 
had heard there was some difference between a psalm, a 
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munuet, and a countiy dance, but she declered they all 
sounded alke toher! There me people who have no 
eye for difference of colour. The Duke of Marlborough 
actually cannot tel: scarlet from gieen "* 

He then told me an anecdote of his nustaking one of 
those coloms for another, which was very laughable, but 
T do not remember it clearly enough to wiite it. How 
unfortunate for true vntuost that such an cye should 
possess objects worthy the most d.sccinmg—the trea~ 
sures of Blenheim ' 

“Ido not tind, though, added hs Mayesty, “that 
this defect rum in his fumily, to. Lady Di Beauclerk 
diaws very fiac.y. 

He then went to Mi. Beinaid Dewes. 

Almost instantly upon hi» leaving me, a very ,entle 
voice called out—* Vins Burney!” 

It was the Queens. I walked a httle nearei het, 
and a gracious inchnation of he: head made me go 
quite up to her. 

You have been.” she said, “at Mrs. Walsingham’s?” 

“Yes, ma’am.’ 

“ She has a pretty place, I beheve # 

“Yes, ma’am.” 

“Were you ever theve before ”” 

© Yes, ma’am.” 

Oh, shocking * shocking! thought I; what will Mis. 
Deluny say to ail these monosyIables * 

Has not she lately made some improvements ?” 

“ Yes, ma’am, she has built a conservatory.” 

Then followed some questions about its situation, 
during which the King came up to us; and she then, 
ceasing to address me in particular, began a general sort 
of conversation, with a spirit and animation that I had 
not at all expected, and which seemed the reault of the 
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great and benevolent pleasure she took in giving enter- 
tainment to Mrs. Delany. 

‘The subject was the last drawing-room, which she 
had been in town to keep on Thorsday, during the 
dense fog. 

“I assure you, ma'am,” cried she to Mra. Delany, 
“it was so dark, there was no seeing anything, and no 
knowing anybody. And Lady Harcourt could be of no 
help to tell me who people were, for when it was light, 
she can’t see; and now it was dark, I could not see 
myself, So it was in vain for me to go on in that man- 
net, without knowing which I had spoken to, and which 
‘wae waiting for me; so I said to Lady Harcourt, “‘ We 
hed better stop, and stand quite still, for 1 don’t know 
anybody, no more than yon do. But if we stand still, 
they will all come up in the end, and we must ask them 
who they are, and if I have spoken to them yet, or not: 
for it in very odd to do it, but what else can we manage ?” 

Her accent is a little foreign, and very prettily so; and 
her emphasis hes that sort of changeability, whieh gives 
an interest to everything she utters. But her language 
is rather peculiar than foreign. 

« Besides,” added she, with a very significant look, 
“if we go on here in the dark, maybe I shail push 
against somebody, or somebody will push against me— 
which is the more likely to happen !” 

She then gave en account of some circumstances 
which attended the darkness, in a manner not only ex- 
tremely lively, but mixed, at times, with an archness and 
humour that made it very entertaining. She chiefly 
addressed herself to Mra. Delany; and to me, certainly, 
she would not, separately, have been 80 communicative ; 
‘but she contrived, with great delicacy, to include me in 
the little party, by frequently looking at me, and always 
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with an expression that invited my participation in the 
conversation. And, indeed, though I did not yon in 
words, I shared very openly mn the pleasure of her recital. 

* Well,” she continued, “so there was standing by 
me a man that I could not see in the face, but Isaw the 
twisting of his bow; and I said to Lady Harcourt, «I 
am sure that must be nobody but the Duke of Dorset.’ 
—‘ Dear,’ she says, ‘how can yon tell that ?’—‘ Only 
ask,’ said I; and so it proved he.” 

“ Yes,” cried the King, “he is pretty well again; he 
can smile again, now !” 

It seems his features had appeared to be fixed, or 
stiffened. It us suid, he has been obhged to hold hu 
hand to his mouth, to hide :t, ever since his atroke,— 
which he refuses to acknowledge was paralytic. 

The Queen looked as if some comic notion bad struck 
her, and, after smiling a httle while to herself, sad, 
witb a sort of »nnocent archness, very pleasing, 

«To be sme, it 18 very wrong to laugh at such things, 
—I know that; but yet, I could not help thinking, 
when his mouth was m that way, that it was very lucky 
people’s happmess did not depend upon his smiles !" 

Afterwaids, she named other persons, whose be- 
haviour and manners pointed them out to her, in defiance 
of obscurity. 

‘A lady,” said she, “came up to me, that I could 
not eee, eo I was forced to ask who she was; and imme- 
diately she burst mtoa laugh. ‘0,’ says I, ‘that can 
be only Mrs. De Rolles ’—and £0 it proved.” 

Methinks, by this trait, she should be a near rela- 
tion to my Miss Larolles' 

‘When these, and some more anecdotes which I do not 
so clearly remember, were told, the King left us, and 
went to Mr. Bernard Dewes. A pause ensuing, I, too, 
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drew back, meaning to return to my onginal station, 
which, being opposite the fire, was never a bad one. But 
the moment I began retreating, the Queen, bending for- 
ward, and speaking in a very low voice, said, ‘ Mise 
Bamey —and, upon my coming up to her, almost 2n a 
whisper, cned, “ But shall we have no more—nothing 
more?” 

Tcould not but undeistand her, and only shook my 
head. 

The Queen then, as if sne thought she had s.ud too 
much, with great sweetness and condescension, diew 
Dack herself, and, very delicately, sad, 

‘©To be sure it 1s, I own, a very home question, for 
one who has not the pleasure to know you.” 

I was quite ashamed of this apology, but did not 
know what to say to2t But how amable o simpheity 
in her speaking of herself in such a style,—* for one who 
has not the pleasure to Lnow you.” 

“But, indeed,’ contmued she, presently, “I would 
mot say it, only that I think from what has been 
done, there is a power to do so much good—and good 
to young people—which i» 80 very good a thing—that I 
carnot help wishing it could be.’ 

I felt very grateful for thi speech, and for the very 
so manner in which she end it, and I very much 
wished to thank hei, and was trying to mutter something, 
though not ve1y intelligibly, when the King suddenly 
coming up to us, quired what was going forward. 

The Queen readily repeated her kind speech. 

The King eagerly undertook to make my answei for 
me, clying, 

*O, but she wil writel—she only waits for tnchna- 
tuon—the told me so.” Then, speaking to me, he said, 
« What—is it not 20?” 
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I only lauched a little; and he again said to the 
Queen, 

“She will wnte! She told me, just now, she had 
made no vow against it.” 

“No, no,” cried the Queen, ‘I hope not, indeed !” 

“A vow ” cried dear Mrs. Delany, “no, indeed, I 
hope she would not be so wicked—she who can so do 
what she does ‘” 

“But she has not,” sad the Kinz, carnestly, “she 
has owned that to me already.” 

‘What excessive condescension, my dear Padre! 

“T only wish.” cred Mrs. Delany, “it could be as 
easily done, as it 1s carnestly and wniversally desired.” 

“T doubt it not to be so desired,” sad the Queen. 

Twas quite ashamed of all this, and quite sorry to 
make no acknowledgment of their gicat condescension. 
in pressmg such a subject, and piesemg it so much in 
earnest. But I really could cet out nothing, 50 that’s 
the truth; and 1 wish I conld give a better account of 
my eloquence, my dear Padre and Susan. 

I cannot, however, in justice any more than 1n incli- 
nation, go on, till I stop to admire the sweetness of the 
Queen, and the consideration of the King, in each 
making me a party in their general conversation, before 
they made any particular address to me. 

They afternards spoke of Mr. Webb, « Windsor mu- 
sician, who is master to the young Princesses, and who 
has 2 nose, from some strange calamsty, of so enormous a 
size that it covers alt the middle of hisface. I never saw 
so frightfal adeformity. Mrs. Delany told the Queen 1 
had met with him, eccidentally, when he came to give a 
Jesson to Miss P——, and had been quite startled by him, 

“<I dare say s0;” said her Mayesty. ‘+I must tell 
Misa Bumey a httle trait of Sophia, about Mr, Webb.” 

eu2 
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A smal] table was before the Queen, who always hasit 
brought when she 1s seated, to put her tea o: work upon, 
or, when she has neither, to look comfortable, I bekeve ; 
for certainly xt takes off much formality in a standing 
circle. And close to thie, by the gracious motion of her 
head, she kept me. 

“When first,” continued she, “ Mr. Webb was to 
come to Sophia, I told her he had bad some accident to 
disfigure his whole face, by makang him an enoimous nose; 
bat I desired her to remember this was a misfortune, for 
which he ought to be pitied, and that she must be sure 
not to laugh atst, nor stare at it. And she minded this 
very well, and behaved always very properly. But, 
while Lady Cremorne was at the Lodge, she was with 
Sophia when Mr. Webb came to give her a lesson, As 
goon as he was named, she coloured very red, and ran 
up to Lady Cremorne, and said to her in 2 whisper, 
“Lady Cremorne, Mr. Webb has got @ very great nose, 
bat that 1s only to be pited—so mind yon don’t laugh !’” 

‘This httle Process 1s just nine years old! 

The King jomed us winle the Queen was telling this, 
and added, “ Poor Mr. Webb was very much diuscoun- 
tenanced when he firet saw me, and tuned to hide his 
nose, by a great nosegay, or I believe only a branch, 
which he held before it: but really that had so odd a 
look, that it was worse, and more ndiculous, than his 
nose. However, I hope he does not mind me, now, for 
T have seen him four or five tmes.” 

After this, Mrs, Deleny mentioned Madame de la 
Fite, and her son. 

The Queen said © He 1s a pretty hittle boy ; and when 
he goes to school, 1t will do him good.” 

«« Where will she send him?” said,the King. 

‘The Queen, looking at me, with a smile answered, 
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“To the school where Mr. Lock puts his sons. I 
know that!” 

“ And where 1s that 7” 

“ Indeed I don’t know; where twit, Miss Burney ?” 

“ At Cheam, ma‘am.” 

“ Oh, at young Gilpin’s?” cried the King, “Is it 
near Mr. Locke's 2” : 

“Yes, sir; within about six miles, I believe.” 

The Queen, then, with o little arch smile, that seemed 
to premise she should make me stare, said, 

“ Tt was there, at Mr. Locke's, your sister laid in 7” 

 O yes, ma'am !” cried I, out of breath with surprise. 

‘The King repeated my O yes! and said, “ I fancy— 
by that O —you were frightened » little for her? 
What 2” 

could not but assent to that; and the King, who 
seemed a good deal diverted at the accident—for he loves 
Inttle babies too well to look upon it, as moat people 
would, to be # shocking business—questioned me about 
it. 

« How was it ?”” said he,—“ how happencd it? Could 
not she get home ?” 

« T¢ was so sudden, sir, and so unexpected, there was 
‘no time.” 

« T dare say,” said the sweet Queen, ‘* Mrs. Locke was 
only very happy to have it at her house.” 

‘© Indeed, ma’am,” cried I, “ her kindness, and Mr, 
Locke’s would make anybody think so! but they are all 
kindness and goodness.” 

© T have heard indeed,” said the Queen, “that they 
are all sensible, and amiable, and ingenuous, in that 
family.” 

“ They are indeed,” cried I, “ and as exemplary as they 
are accomplished.” 
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« T have never seen Mrs. Locke,” said the Kang, “since 
she was that ngh ;”—pointing to little Miss Dewes. 

“ And I,” sad the Queen—“ I have never seen her in 
my hfe; but for all that, from what I hear of her, I can~ 

not help feeling terested whenever I only hear her 
name.” 

This, with a good deal of ammation, she said directly 
tome. 

“ Mr, Wilham Loche, ma’am,” said Mis. Delany, “I 
understand from Miss Burney, 1s now making the same 
wonderful progress in painting that he had done before 
in drawing.” 

“ T have seen some of his drawings,” said the Queen, 
“ which were charming.” 

How old 1» he ™ cxed the King. 

“ Exghteen, sur.” 

“ Exghteen'” repeated the King—‘ how time flies!” 

“Oh! for me,” cried the Queen, “I am always quar= 
rellng with time! It 1s so short to do something, and 
80 long to do nothing.” 

She has now and then something foreign to our idiom, 
that has a very pretty eftect. 

“Time,” said the King, “ always seems long when we 
are young, and short when we begin to grow old.” 

“€ But nothing makes me so angry,” sud the Queen, 
“as to hear people not know what to do! For me, I 
never have half tame enough for thmgs. But what makes 
me most angry still, 1s to see people go up to a window 
and say, ‘what 2 bad day!—dear, what shall we do 
such a day as ths?” ‘What?’ I say; ‘why employ 
yourselves; and then what signifies the bad day ?’” 

Afterwards, there was some talk upon sermons, and 
the Queen wished the Bishop of Chester would publish 
another volume. 
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"No, no,” sad the King, “ you must not expect a 
man, while he continues preaching, to go on publishing, 
Every sermon pnnted, dimunishes bis atock fo. the 
pulpit.” 

“Very true,” sud the Queen: “ but I believe the 
Bishop of Chester has enough to spire.” 

The King then praued Carrs sermons, and sad he 
Anhed none but what were plain an] unadoined 

Nor I neither,” sad the Queen. ‘but for me, it 1s, 
T suppose, because the otheis I don’t understand. * 

The Kang then, looking at his watch, sad, “ It 1s 
eight o'clock, and :f we don't go non, the children will 
be cent to the othe: house. * 

“Yes. you. Majesty.” ered the Queen, instantly 
rising, 

Mr., Delany 4 ut on her Majesty 5 cloak. anil she took 
avery had leave or her. She then curtued separately 
to ws all, and the King handed her to the caringe. 

It ts the custom for evervbody they speak to to attend 
them out, but they wou'd not suffer Mas. Delany to 
move. Miss P——, Mi. Dewes, and Ins little daughter, 
and myself, all accompamcd them. and saw them in their 
coach, and received their last ciaciou~ nods. 

When they were gone, Mrs. Delany confessed sho 
vad heard the King's knock at the door before she came 
into the diawing-room, but would not avow it, that F 
mmght not run away. Well! being over was so good @ 
thing, that I could not but be content. 

The Queen, mdeed. 1s a most charming woman. She 
appears to me full of sense and graciousness, mungled 
with dehcacy of mind and hvelness of temper. She 
speaks English almost perfectly well, with great choice 
and copiousness of language, though now and then with 
forngn idiom, and frequently with a foreign accent. Her 
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manners have au easy dignity, with a most engaging 
smmphieity, and she bas all thet fine high breedimg which 
the mind, not the station, gives, of carefully avoiding 
to distress those who converse with her, or stud:ously 
removing the embarrassment she cannot prevent. 

The King, however he may have power, in the cabinet, 
to command himself, has, in private, the appeaiance of a 
character the most open and aincere. He speaka his 
opinions withont reserve, and seems to tiust them intui- 
tively to hw hearets, from a belief they will make no ill 
use of them, His countenance 1s full of inquiry, to gun 
information without ashing it, probably fiom believing 
that to be the nearest road to truth. All I saw of both 
wa» the moat perfect good humour, good spirita, ease, and 
pleasantness. 

Their behaviour to each other speaks the most cordial 
confidence and happiness. The King seems to admue 
as much as he enjoys her conveisation, and to covet her 
participation in every thing he either see» or heats. The 
Queen appears to feel the most grateful :egard for lum, 
and to make it her chief study to rae his consequence 
with others, by always marking that she considers hei- 
self, though Queen to the nation, only, to him, the fst 
and most obedient of subjects. Indeed, in their different 
ways, and allowing for the difference of then characters, 
they left me equally charmed both with theie behaviow 
to each other and to myself. 

Farpay.—Mr. Delany went to the Lodge to-mght, 
and, when she came home, brought very kind words of 
the Queen’s with respect to our meeting, which she now 
acknowledged she had much beea wishing for. . 

Sunpax, Duc. 18.—This morning I went with Mis 
P—— to hear the cathedral service at St. George's 
Chapel. That antique and venerable structure gave me 
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auch pleasure, and the particular prayer offered up for 
the Knights of the Garte: brought me back to the days of 
its founder, as [imagine 1t must have been used in this 
chapel from the time of Edward the Third. 

One ofsthe gates of the old Castle I have a view of 
from a window in my bed~chamber, and I have a suf- 
ficent smattering of antiquarian affection to look at it 
with great satisfaction. 

Our preacher was Dr. L——, and though he told us 
nothing either new or striking, he at least took care to 
give no disappomtment after his first opening—by preach- 
ing m @ manner that never drew our attention. 

Monpay, Dec. 197u.—Mus P-——, Mr. Bernard 
Dewes, his daughter, and niyself, have been to Dr. 
Lind’s, by repeated invitation, to see lis Eastern cu- 
nonties. I was extremely well entertamned there. His 
collection 13 chiefly Chinese. He has a book of the 
whole process of preparing silk, desciibed in prints, 
It 18 not, however, so done as to give a very clear 
idea of the operation. He hag@alss 2 cumous book 
Fepresenting every part of a Chinese monastery,——build- 
ing, utensils, gods, priests, and idols; tt 15 very neatly 
‘and most elaborately executed, and the colours are un- 
commonly vivid. A dictionary of the Chinese language, 
in which many foho pages contain but the vatious uses 
of a maogle word, filled me with wonder at the prepos- 
terous pedantry that could contrive to make the whole 
hfe of man too shoit for learning to read and write. 
There is a class even for every letter, and more ways of 
varying it, by ditferent accents, than there are in French 
or English of varying every word that begins with the 
same letter. A book, too, of Chinese plants, very finely 
executed and brightly coloured, shewed how little their 
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artists want patience, though everything shews how 
little 1s the pleasme to be given by any parms without 
taste. 

° . + . . * 

Upon the whole, and fo. me, don’t you think, my 
dear father and Susan, I comported myself mighty 
well im my grand interview ? Indeed, except quite at the 
first, I was infinitely more easy than I usually am with 
strangem ; and the great reason of that was, that I had 
no fear of beng fnghtened, nor shame of being ashamed ; 
for they, I was sure, were more accustomed to see people 
fnghtened and confused, than to find them composed 
and undistubed. But that 1» not the case with otheis, 
who cannot, therefoie, make the same allowance. 

In the evening, while Mis, Delany, Miss P——, and 
I weie sitting and working together in the diawing- 
room, the doo: was opened, and the hing entered 

We all started up, Miss P—— flew to her modent post 
by the door, and I to my more comfortable one opposite 
the fire, which caued fie but a slight and gentle retreat, 
and Mrs Delany he immediately commanded to take 
her own place again. 

He was full of joy for the Princess Elzabeth. He 
had been to the lower Lodge, and found her in a sweet 
sleep, and she wes now, he said, in 4 course of James's 
powders, from which he hoped her perfect zestoration, T 
fear, however, 1t 1s still but precarious. 

Mrs. Delany congratulated um, and then inquired 
afte: the whoopmg-cough. The children, he sad, were 
Detter, and were going to Kew for some days, to change 
the ar. He and the Queen had been themselves, in the 
morning, to Kew, to see that their rooms were fit for ther 
reception. He could not, he said, be easy to take any 
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account bat from his own eyes, when they were mch. He 
seems, undeed, one of the most tender fathers in the 
world. 

I cannot pretend to write thie meeting with the method 
and minuteness of the first, for that touk me so long, that 
T have not tame to spare for such another detail, Besides, 
the novelty 2s now over, and I have not the same duce- 
ment to beso very cneuiastantial, But the pt acipal parts 
of the conversation I will wrte, as I recollect. 

Ow party beirg so small, he made ul that passed 
general, for thovgh he priauipally addressed himself to 
Mu, Delany, he alwys looked round to sce that we 
heard hia, and frequently rete sed to us 

I shoud mention, thou h. the «f quotte alwaye ob- 
served upon hin cutiance, whic, uist of all, 1» to fly off to 
distant quarters aud ncvt, Miss P—— oc» out, walking 
backwards, for wore ¢ dies, which she biat_s in, two at 
a time, and pliers uj un che tal cs di piano-forte. Neat 
she go.» oat fur ea, Wich she then caries to hiy Ma+ 
jesty, upon a large ~alver, contain, suger, cream, and 
biead and butter, and cake, while she hau.» a napkin 
over hei arm for his fnger~ 

When nt has taken his tea. she ict ums to her station, 
where she waits till he bus done, and tun takes away his 
cup, aud fetches more. 

‘This, it seems, 1s « ceremony pirformed, im other 
places, always by the nastress of the house, but here, 
nuther ot therr Majesties will permit ‘Lin. Delany to at~ 
tempt 1t. 

Well, butto1etun. The K.ng said he had just been 
looking ove: a new pamphict, of Mr. Cubeiland’s, upon 
the chatacter of Lord Sackville. 

“Thave been asking Sur George Baker,” sad he, “af 
he had read it, and he told me yes, but that he could not 
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find out why Cumberland had wnitten it. However, 
that, I think, I found out in the second page. For there 
he takes an opportunity to give a high character of him- 
elf.” 

He then enlarged more upon the subject, very frankly 
declaring in what points he differed from Mr. Cumber- 
land about Lord Sackville; but as I neither knew him, 
nor had read the pamphiet, I could not at all enter into 
the subject. 

Mrs. Delany then mentioned somethmg of Madame 
de Genlis, upon which the King eagetly said to me, 

“Oh, you saw hei while she was here” 

“ Yes, sir.” 

*¢ And—di she speak. English *” 

“ Yes, arr.” 

« And how ” 

«Extremely well, su, with very great facility.” 

“Todeed? That alway» surprises mein a foreigner 
that has not hyed here.” 

Her accent is foreign, however, but her lauguage 1s 
remaikably ready. 

He then spoke of Voltaire, and talked a litle of bis 
works, concluding with this strong condemnation of their 
tendency :— 

«T,” cued he, “thmk him a monster, I own at 
fasrly.” 

Nobody answered. Mrs. Delany did not quite hea 
hum, and I knew too little of his works to have courage 
to say anything about them. 

He neat named Rousseau, whom he seemed to think 
of with more favour, though by no means with approba- 
tion. Here, too, I had 1ead too hittle to talk at all, 
thongh his Majesty frequently applied to me. Mrs. 
Delany told several anecdotes which had come to her 
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immediate knowledge of him while he was m England, 
at which tme he had spent some days with her brother, 
Mr. Granville, at Calmich. The King, too, told others, 
which had come to his own ears, all charging him with 
savage pnde and insolent ingratitude. 

Here, however, I ventured to interfere; for, as I knew 
he had had a pension fiom the King, I could not but wish 
his Majesty ehould be mnformed he was grateful to him. 
And as you, my dear father, were my authority, I 
thought 1¢ but common justice to the memory of poor 
Rousseau to acquaint the King of his personal respect for 
him. 

* Some gratitude, su,” said I, “he was not without. 
When my father was m Paris, which was after Rousseau 
had been in England, he visited hun, in hie garret, and 
the first thing he shewed him was your Mayesty’s portrait 
over ns chimney. ’ 

The King paused a little while upon this; but nothing 
more wasgaid of Rousseau. 

The sermon of the day befoie was then talked over. 
Mis. Delany bad not heard it, and the King said at was no 
@reat loss, He ashed me what I had thought of it, and 
we agreed perfectly, to the no great exaltation of poor 
Dr. L——.” 

Some time afterwards, the King said he found by the 
newspapers, that Mrs. Chve was dead. 

Do you read the newspapers? thought L O, King! 
you must then have the most unvexing temper in the 
world, not to run wild. 

This led on to more players. He was sorry, he said, 
for Henderson, and the more as Mrs. Siddons had wished. 
to have him play at the same house with herself. Then 
‘Mrs. Siddons took her turn, and with the warmest pramse. 

“Tam an enthumast for her,” ered the King, “quite 
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ap enthusiast. I think there was never any player in 
my time s0 excellent—not Garrick himself; I own 10!” 

Then, coming close to me, who was silent, he said,— 

<«What? what?”—meanmg, what say you? But I 
still seid nothing , I could not concu where I thought 
eo differently, and to enter mto an aigument was quite 
umpoastble; for every little thmg I said, the King 
listened to with an eageiness that made me always 
ashamed of its insiguificancy. Aud, indeed, but for that 
Ishould have talked to him with much greater fluency, 
an well as ease. 

From playeis he went to plays, and complained of the 
great want of good modern comedies, and of the extrrme 
immorahty of most of the old ones. 

“And they pretend,” cried he, “to mend them; but 
it 1s not possible Do you think s¢ 13 ?-—what ¢” 

“No, eu, not often, I believe —the fault, commonly, 
hes m the very foundaton ” 

“Yes, or they might mend the mete speoghes ,—but 
the characters are all bad from the beginning to the end.” 

Then he specified several; but I had read none of 
them, and consequently could siy nothing about the 
matter ;—till, at last, he came to Shakespeare. 

“ Was theie ever,” cued he, “such stuff as great 
part of Shakespeaie? only onc must not aay ao’ But 
what thmk you?—What?—JIs there not sad stuff? 
“What ?—what *” 

“Yes, indeed, I think so, mr, though mixed with 
such excellences, that—” 

“Ol” cried he, laughing good-humouredly, “ I know 
it 18 not to be said! butit’s true. Only it’s Shakes- 
peare, and nobody dae abuse him.” 

‘Then he enumerated many of the charactera and parts 
of plays that he obyected to; and when he had run 
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them over, fimshed withjagain laughing, and exclaiming, 

“ But one should be stoned for saying so!” 

“Madame de Genks, sir,” ‘sad I, © had taken such 
an impression of the English theatre. that she told me 
she thought no woman ought to go to any of our come- 
dies.” 

This, which, indeed, is a very overstrained censure of 
our dramas, made him draw back, and vindicate the 
stage from a sentence so severe; which, however, she 
had pronounced to me. as if she looked upon it to be an 
opinion in which I should yom as a thing past dispute, 

The King approved such a denuncition no more 
than his httle subject: and he vindicated the stage from 
0 hard an aspeisivn, with o warmth not wholly free from 
indignation, 

Thi led on toa good deal more diamatic criticism ; 
but what was said was too little followed up to be re- 
membered for writing, Ihs Maresty stayed near two 
hours, and then wished Mra. Delany good mght, and 
having given me a bow, shut the door himself, to prevent 
‘Mrs. Delany, or even me, from attending him out, and, 
with only Miss P—— to wait upon him, put on his own 
great coat in the passage, and walked away to the 
lower lodge, to see the Princess Elizabeth, without car~ 
Tiage or attendant. He w a pattern of modest, but 
manly supeiority to rank. 

T should say more of this evening, and of the King, 
with whose unatlected conversation and unassuming port 
and manne I was charmed, but that I have another 
meeting to wnte,—a long, and, to me, very delightful 
private conference with the Queen. It happened the 
Very next moroing. 

Tugspay, Dec. 20TH.—-1st, summons ; 2ndly, entrée, 
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“ Miss Barney, have you heard that Boswell is going 
to publish a hfe of your fnend Dr. Johnson *” 

«No, ma’am.” 

“1 tell you as I heard. 1 don’t know for the truth of 
it, and I can’t tell what he willdo. He 1s eo extraore 
dinary a man, that perhaps he will devise something ex- 
traordmary. What do you think of Madame de Genlis’ 
‘last work ’” 

“T have not read it, ma’am.” 

“ Not read it?” 

(I believe she knew my copy, which lay on the table.) 

Teaid I had taken it to Novbury, and meant to read it 
with Mrs. Locke, but things then presented. 

*©Qh! (looking pleased) have you 1ead the last edi- 
tuon of her ‘ Adcle *”” 

« No, ma’am.” 

‘© Well, 1t 18 much improved, for the passage, you 
know, Mrs. Delany, of the untruth, 1s all altered; fif- 
teen pages are quite new; and she has altered it very 
prettily, She has sent itto me. She always sends me 
her works, she did 1t a long while ago, when I did not 
know there was such a lady as Madame de Gene. 
You have not seen ‘ Adcle,’ then ~” 

« No, ma’am.” 

* You would hhe to see it. But J have it not here. 
Indeed, I think sometimes I have no books at all, for 
they are at Kew, or they are in town, and they are here ; 
and I don’t know which xs which, Is Madame de 
Genhs about any new work /” 

«Yes, ma’am, one which she intends ‘pour Je peu- 

Ie 

« Ah, that will be a good work. Heve you heard of—” 

(mentioning some German book, of which I forget the 


Dame.) 
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« No, ma’am.” 

«O, it will be soon translated ; very fine language,— 
very bad book. ‘They translate al! our worst! And 
they are so improved in language; they write ao finely 
now, even for the most silly books, that 1t makes one 
read on, and one cannot help it. ©, 1 am very angry 
sometimes at that! Do you lke the ‘ Sorrows of 
Werte ”” 

« TI have not 1end st, ma’am, only 2 part.” 

No! Well, I don’t know how it 18 translated, but 
ut 18 very finely wmt in German, and I can’t bear it.” 

“Tem very happy to hear that, for what I did Jookh 
ove) made me deteimine never to read it. It seemed 
only wnt a8a deliberate detence of suicide.” 

“Yes; and what m worse, it as done bya bad man 
for revenge.” 

She then mentioned, with pruse, another book, saying, 

“1 wish 1 knew the translator.” 

« 1 wish the transtator knew that!” 

“O—it 15 not—I should not hke to give my name, 
for fear I have yudged tll: I picked 1t up on a stall. O, 
it 18 amazing what good books there are on stalls.” 

“Tt is amazing to me,” said Mre. Delany, “ to bear 
that.” 

“Why, I don’t prckh them up myself; but I have a 
servant very clever; aud if they are not to be had at the 
bookeellers’, they are not for me any more than for 
another.” 

She then spoke of Klopstock’s “ Messiah,” saying it 
contained four lines most perfect on religion. 

“How I should the to see it. Is it translated?” 
anked Mra. Delany, turning to me. 

«Til:” said her Majesty: “ there us a story of Laza- 
ros and the Centurion’s daughter; and another young 
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lady, Asyddel, he calls her; and Lazarus 1 in love;— 
®& Very pretty scene—no stopping ;—but it is out of 
piace ;—I was quite augry to read it. And a long con~ 
veisation between Christand Lazarus—veiy strange !” 

“ Yet Milton does that.” 

“Yes.” 

And then she went on discussing Milton: this led to 
‘Wickliffe, and Cranmei ; and she spoke of the Roman- 
catholic superstitions. 

“0, soodd' Can it signify to God Almighty sf I 
eat a piece of fish or a piece of meat? And, one of the 
Queen of France’s sisters wear the heel of he: aboe 
before, for a penance; as if God Almghty could cae 
for that !” 

“It 1s supposing in {tm the caprice of a fine lady.” 

Yes, just so. Yet it 1s amusing, and pretty too, 
how sincere the lower people are, of the Catholics. I 
was with my mother at ——, a Catholic town, and there 
was a lady we hnew, head a very bad tooth-ache; she 
auftered mght and day, and we were very sory. But, 
ove the river there was 2 Virgin Mary of great fume for 
miracles, and, one morning, when I wanted to get up, 
our maid did not come, and nobody knew where she 
wag, and she could not be found. At last she came 
back with a large bouquet, which she had carried over 
the iver in the mght and got it blessed, and gave it to 
the lady to cure her tooth-ache. But we have Protestant 
munneries in Germany. I belonged to one which waa 
under the Imperial protection; there us one for royal 
fom:lies—one for noblease; the candidates’ coats of arms 
are put up several weeks to be exammed, and if any flaw 
as found, they are not elected. These nunnenes are m- 
tended for young Iadiea of httle fortunes and high birth. 
‘There uw great licence m them. They have balls, not at. 
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home, but next door; and there is no restriction but to 
go to prayers at eight, at nine, and at night,—that 1s 
very httle, you know,—and wear black or white. The 
dress consists of three caps, one over the forehead, one 
for the back, one up high, and one lower, for the vail 3 
very pretty; and the gown um 2 vest, and the shirt has F 
don’t know how many hundred plats. I had the Cross 
and Order, but I believe I gave it away when I came to 
England ; for you may transfer; so I gave it to the 
Countess of ——-, 2 friend of mine.” 

T could not help saying, how glad we all were that she 
was no nun! 

“Once,” she continued, ‘I wanted to go to a chapel 
am that Catholic town, and my mother said I should go 
if I would be sure not to laugh at anything ; and I pro- 
mused I would not; so, I took care to heep my eyes half 
shut, half open, thus, for fear I should see something to 
make me laugh, for my mother told me I should not 
come out all day if F laughed. But there was nothing 
ndiculous.” 

[The memorandum of the above conversation breaks 
off abruptly.] 


Mrs. Montagu to Miss Burney.* 


Portman Squae, Der. 1th, 1485, 
Dear Madam, 


It 12 dangerous to indulge an opinion that any temp- 
tation could be absolutely irresistible, and st would be 
absurd to urge tt to Mus Burney, whose sentiments 
would contradict it, and whose writings teach better doc- 


© ‘Thus letter 1s preserved merely 28 a specunen of the epistolary 
style of so celebrated 8 person as the writer. 
DD2 
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trines ; ao I cannot assert it was impossible not to seize 
the pretence I had to write to you, but I thought you 
would pardon my availing myself of it; for deed, my 
dear madam, if ali people could, few would be able to 
withstand the temptation of corresponding with you. 

This mormng I took the liberty to send by the Wind- 
sor coach, directed to Mrs. Delany, a basket of game, 
contaming a brace of partndges, a moorgame, and a phea- 
sant, and beg, if they are not delivered, that you would 
order one of her servants to call at the inn where the 
stage cets up, and make inquiry after xt I could not 
addrees myself to Mrs. Delany on this occasion, for it 
would be impossible for me to wnite to her without touch- 
ing on a aubyect too affecting to us both. Ihave known 
by sad experience the agomies eacited, the wounds of the 
Dieast torn open afresh, Ly letters of condolence. How- 
ever, there 18 some degree of comfort in affliction, de~ 
ived from the assurance of anothe:’s sympathy; but 
in this case, where my own musfortune and loss was 
80 great, it was quite unnecessary to express the share 
I took m the sad event; nor was there any argu- 
ment of consolation which was not to be found in 
the characters of the deceased and surviving friend ; 
eo that Mrs. Delany would best read them in her 
own, and the eacellent wirtues of the friend she had 
lost. Nor indeed can anything administer comfort, 
but Phe well-grounded confidence, that after a short sepa- 
ration, there will be a re-unior sn an eternal state. Most 
truly and emphatically is it ead, “ the sting of death is 
sin,” whether the dart assail us in our own person, or 
that of the friend one loves. 

Their Majesties’ goodness must have beev to Mrs. 
Delany the best support in affliction which this world 
eculd give; their acts were princely, but the sentiments 
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they have shewn in their manner are angelical. May 
the hearts where such virtues dwell never feel affliction 
more! This will ever be my earnest wish, and was my 
earnest prayer while Princess Elwabeth was il. 1 
hope her Royal Highness 1s now out of all danger. 

Thad the pleasure of meeting Dr. Burney at dinner at 
Mrs. Vesey’s last week. The eociety was very agreeable, 
which may easily be magined, es the doctor made a part 
of it; but my poor friend 1s so deaf, she lost much of the 
pleasant table-talk. She 1s still much afflicted; the 
agrémens which she found in the society of Mr. Vesey she 
regrets the loss of, and he had not those vittues from 
whence consolation can be drawn. A frippery charactar, 
hike 8 gaudy fiower, may please while it »1n bloom ; but 
it 1s the virtuous only that, like the aromatics, preserve 
their sweet and reviving odour when withered. 

T beg you would take some opportunity to present my 
most affectionate and sincere respects to Mra. Delany. 

T have solicited Di. Burney to meet some of his frends 
at dinner here on Wednesday : I need not say how happy 
I should have been to have had a hope of your being of 
the party; but I am afraid we shall not get you to Lon- 
don till the Christmas holidays are over. 

Task pardon for having intruded this long letter on 
your time and patience. With great esteem, I am, 

Dear madam, yours, &c. 
E. Moxtagu. 


Miss P, Burney to Mfrs. Burney. 
Windsor, Dec. 17th, 3785, 
My dearest Hetty, 
Tam sorry I could not more immediately write; but 
Uireally have not had a moment smce your last, 
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Now I know what you next want 18, to hear accounts 
of kings, queens, and such royel personages. O ho! 
do you so? Well. 

Shall I tell you a few matters of fact?—or, had you 
rather a few matters of etiquette? Oh, matters of eti- 
quette, you cry! for matters of fact are short and stupid, 
and anybody can tell, and eserybody 18 tired with them. 

Very well, take your own choice. 

To begin, then, with the beginning. 

You know I told you, in my last, my vanous difficul- 
tues, what sort of preferment to turn my thoughts to, and 
concluded with just starting a young budding notion of 
decimon, by suggesting that a handsome pension for 
nothmng at all would be as well as working mght and 
day for a salary. 

This blossom of an idea, the more I dwelt upon, the 
more I hked. Thinking served it for a hot-house, and 
it came out into full blow as I rumimated upon my 
pilow. Dehghted that thus all my contradictory and 
wayward fancies were overcome, and my mind was 
peaceably settled what to wish and to demand, I gave 
over all further meditation upon choice of elevation, 
and had nothing more to do but to make my election 
Lnown. 

My next business, therefore, was to be presented. 
This could be no difficulty; my coming hither had 
been their own desire, and they had earnestly pressed rts 
execution. I bad only to prepare myself for the ren- 
counter. 

You would never beleve—you, who, distant from 
courts and courtiers, know nothing of their ways,—the 
many things to be studied, for appearing with a proper 
propnety before crowned heads. Heads without crowns 
are quite other sort of rotundas. 
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Now, then, to the etiquette. I inquired into every 
particular, that no error mht be committed. And as 
there 18 no saying what may happen im this mortal life, 
I shall grve you those instructions I have received my~ 
self, that, should you find yourself sn the royal presence, 
you may know how to comport yourself. 


Durections for coughing, sneezing, or moving, before 
the Aing and Queen. 

In the first place, you must not cough. If you find a 
cough tickling in your throat, you must arrest 1t from 
making any sound: if you find yourself choking with 
the forbearance, you must chohe—but not cough. 

In the second place, you must not sneeze. If you 
have a vehement cold, you must take no notice of it; of 
your nose-membranes fel a great wntation, you must 
hold your breath ; 2f a sneeze still insists upon making 
its way, you must oppose it, by heeping your teeth 
gmnding together , if the violence of the repulse breaks 
some blood-vessel, you must break the blood-vessel— 
bat not sneeze. 

In the thnd place, you must not, upon any account, 
atir either hand or foot. If, by chance, a black pin runs 
into your head, you must not takeit out. If the pain is 
very great, vou must be sure to bear it without winoing; 
it it brmgs the tears into yom eyes, you must not wipe 
them off ; sf they give you a tingling by running down 
your cheeks, you must look as :f nothing was the matter. 
IF the blood should gush from your head by means of 
the black pin, you must let it gash ; if you are uneasy 
to think of making such a blurred appearance, you must 
be uneasy, but you must say notbing about it. If, how= 
ever, the agony 1s very great, you may, privately, bite 
the inside of your cheek, or of your jips, for a little relief; 
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taking care, meanwhile, to do it 90 cautiously as to make 
no apparent dent outwardly. And, with that precaution, 
af you even gnaw a piece out, it will not be minded, only 
be sure either to swallow it, or commstit toa corne: of the 
ainmde of your mouth till they are gone—for you must 
not spit. 

I have many other directions, but no more paper, I 
will endeavour, however, to have them ready for you in 
tume. Perhaps, meanwhile, you would be glad to know 1f 
have myself had opportunity to put im practice these 
Teceipts ? 

How can I answer in this little space?’ My love 
to Mr. B, and the little ones, and remember me kindly 
to cousin Edward, and believe me, my dearest Esther, 

Most affectionately yours, 
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PART X. 
1786, 


Diary resumed. 


[The records of the early part of this year are few, 
and the topics of them are chiefly of a private nature, 
until the correspondence reaches a subject which formed 
an era m Miss Burney’s hfe—her connexion with the 
court and household of Queen Charlotte.] 


Sonpay, Max 21.—I have now quite a new business 
to wnte upon. Late on Saturday night, news reached my 
father of the death of the worthy Mr. Stanley, who has 
‘been long in a dechning state of health. His place of 
Master of the King’s band my dea: father had been 
promued formerly. Now he was once more to apply 
for it; and early on Sunday moining he went to Mr. 
Smelt, to beg his advice what way to proceed. 

1 Just as I was at the door, and going to church, my 
“father returned, and demred me to come back, as he had 
somethmg to communicate to me. Mr. Smelt, he then told 
me, had counselled him to go instantly to Windsor, not 
to address the King, but to be seen by him. “Take 
your daughter,” he sad, “im your hand, and walk upon 
the terrace. The King’s seeing you at this time he will 
understand, and he 18 more hkely to be touched by a 
hunt of that delicate cort than by any direct appheation,” 
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My father determined mmplicitly to follow this advice. 
But let me not omit asingular hitle circumstance, which 
mauch enlivened and encouraged our expedition. While 
I was changmg my dress for the journey, I recesved a 
letter fiom Miss P——, which was sent by a private 
hand, and ought to have armed sooner, and which 
pressed my visit to my dear Mrs. Delany very warmly, 
and told me it was by the Queen’s express wish. This 
gave me great spints for my dear father’s enterprise, and 
T was able to help hrs on the road, fiom so favourable 
o symptom. 

‘When we got to Windsor, my fathe: saw me safe to 
Mrs. Delany's, and then went bimeelf to Di. Lind’s. 
‘Wath what joy did I fly into the dear, open arms of this 
most venerable of women’ Her ieception had all the 
warm liveliness of pleasant surpiise, added to ita un- 
failing hindness. I spent about two hours with her, 
most sweetly indeed , she unbosomed all her cares and 
sorrows, with that trusting openness that twines her 
ound my heart, and mahes it take a part, such as it 
feels for its own, sn all her sndnesses and soheitudes. 
Gnevous it 1s indeed, grevous and most melancholy, 
that, at her very great age, good, pure, and excellent 
aa she 1s, sadness and solicrtude should fall to her lot. 
But all her pnmutive sensibility »emains unimpaired, 
and some there are who put it to most cruel proof. 

Miss P——, with her usual partsality, was in Ingh glee 
from the surprise. I dined and drank tea with them. 
Me. Delany wished me to continue with her, and make 
my visit, so long delayed, from that time; but I hed 
two positive engagements for Monday and Tueiday, that 
could not well be broken. But I promised to go after 
that day whenever she pleased. She related to me 
the most finttesmg speech made fo her by the Queen, 
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about my coming to her as “the frend best suited to 
solace her in her disturbances,” and assured me she 
had quite interested herself in pressing Mrs. Delany to 
hasten me. 

*Tia very extraordinary what a gracious disposition 
towards me this sweet Queen always manifests, and 
what peculiar elegance there is in the expressions she 
makes use of in my favour. They were now particularly 
well-timed, and wave me most pleasant hopes for my 
dear father. He came to tea at Mrs. Delany’s, and, at 
the proper hour, went to the terrace, with the good- 
natured Dr. Lind, who 1s always ready to oblige. I 
waited to go with a female party, which was arranged 
for me by Mrs. Delany, and soon followed :—1t was 
Lady Louisa Clayton, Miss Clayton, her daughter-in- 
law, and Miss Emily, her own daughter, with Miss 
rP—. 


All the royal family were already on the terrace before 
wearnved. The King and Queen, and the Prince of 
Mecblenberg, and her Majesty’s mother, walked together. 
Next them the Princesses and their ladies, and the young 
Princes, making a very gay and pleasing procession, of 
one of the finest families in the world. Every way they 
moved, the crowd retired to stand up against the wall as 
they passed, and then closed in to follow. When they 
approached towards us, and we were retreating, Lady 
Louisa Clayton placed me next herself, making her 
daughters stand below—a politeness and 2ttention with- 
out which I had certainly not been seen; for the moment 
their Majesties advanced, I involuntanly looked down, 
and drew my hat over my face. I could not endure to 
atare at them, and, full of our real errand, I felt ashamed 
even of being seen by them. The very idea of a design, 
however far from illaudable, is always distressing and 
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uncomfortable, Consequently, I should have atood in 
the herd, and unregarded ; but Lady Louisa’s kindness 
and good breeding put me in 9 place too conspicuous to 
pass unnoticed. The moment the Queen had spoken to 
her, which she stopped to do as soon as she came up to 
her, she inquired, 10 a whisper, who was with her; as I 
know, by hearng my own name given for the answer. 
The Queen then instantly stepped nearer me, and asked 
me how I did; and ther the King came forward, and, 
as soon as he had repeated the same question, said, “ Are 
you come to stay :” 

«No, sir, not now.” 

“No; but how long shall you stay /” 

“I go to-night, sir.” 

«I was sure,” cned the Queen, “ ahe was not come to 
stay, by seemg her father.” 

Iwas glad by this to know my father had been ob- 
served. 

© And when did you come 2” ened the King. 

“ About two hours ago, air.” 

“ And when do you return again to Windsor?” 

“ Very soon, I hope, air.” 

“ And—and—and—” cned he, half laughing, and 
heateting sguificantly, “pray, how goes on the 
Mure 1” 

At first I only laughed, too; but he repeated the in- 
quiry, and then I answered, ‘ Not at all, sir.” 

“No? Bat why ?—why not?” 

«1—I—I am afraid, sir,” stammered I, and true 
enough, I am sure. 

“ And why ?” repeated he—“of what ¢” 

I spoke something,—I hardly know what myself,—-s0 
indistinctly, that he could not hear me, though he had 
put his head quite under my hat, from the beginning of 
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the little conference ; and, after another such question 
or two, and no greater satisfaction m the answer, he 
wmiled very good-humouredly, and watked on, his 
charming Queen by Ins mde. His condescension con- 
fasea, though it delights me. 

‘We stayed some time longer on the terrace, and my 
poor father occasionally jomed me, but he looked so con- 
scious and depressed, that st pained me to see him, 
There 1s nothing that I know so very dejecting as soh- 
extation. I am sure I could never, I believe, go through 
ataak of that sort My dear father was not spoken to, 
though he had a bow every time the King passed him, 
and a curteey fiom the Queen. But it hurt him, and 
he thought it a very bad prognostic; and all there was 
at all to build upon was the graciousness shewn to me, 
which, indeed, in the manner I waa accosted, was very 
flattering, and, except to high rank, I am told, very rate. 

We stayed but a very short time with my sweet Mis, 
Delany, whose best wishes you are sure were outs. I 
told her our plan, and our fall conviction that ahe could 
not assist in it, as the obligations she herself owes are 20 
gteat and so weighty, that any request fiom her would 
be encroaching and improper. 

We did not get home till past eleven o’cloch. We 
were then informed that Loid Brudenel had called to cay 
Mr Parsons had a promwe of the place from the Lord 
Chamberlam. This was not very exhilarating. 

Thad been invitted by Mr. Cambridge to pass a day 
at Twickenham with Mr. and Mrs. Hastings, who had 
proposed to carry me thither with them: accordingly, 

Wepnzspai, May 247H.—Mrs. Hastings sent her 
carriage here before ten o'clock. I made her and Mr. 
Hastings a viet of about half an hour previously to our 

journey. Iam quite charmed with Mr. Hastings; and, 
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indeed, from all I can gathe:, and ali I can observe,— 
both which are but httle;—he appeaie to me to be one 
of the greatest men now ling, as a public character 5 
while, a» a piivate one, his gentleness, candow, soft 
manner, and openneas of disposition, make him one of 
the most pleasing. 

The httle journey was extremely azreeable. He spoke 
with the utmost frankneaseof his situation and affans, 
and with a noble confidence in lus ceitainty of victory 
over hw enemies, from ius consciousness of integnty and 
honour, that filled me with admuation and esteem for 
him. 

Mrs. Hastings w lively, obliging, and entertaining, 
and so adored by her husband, that, in her sight and 
conveibation he seeus to find a 1ecompense, adequate to 
all ns wishes, for the whole of his toils, and long «ha 
turbances and labours. How 1are, but how sweet and 
pleasant, the sight of such unions! 


[A vacancy at this time occurred in the royal house 
hold, from the resignation of Madame Haggerdoin, one 
of the Queen’s German atte.dants who, together with 
Madame Schwellenberg, held the ofhce of Keeper of the 
Robes. The place was much sought after, but her Mayesty 
had been so well pleased with what she saw of Mis» Bui- 
ney, that she graciously empowered Mr. Smelt to ofter 
her this situation, allowing her time to consider and wagh 
it» advantages. 

Miss Burney, though deeply grateful for such a distinc- 
tion, foresaw with alarm the separation fiomberfamily and 
the total confinement it would occasion; and,in her pei- 


418 DIARY AND LETTERS {Parr X 


plexity how io decide, she wrote the following letter to 
her judicious and faithful friend, the late Miss Cam- 
bridge.} 


To Miss Cambridge. 


* Monday, June, — 66. 

« Twill share,” says my deggest Miss Cambridge, ina 
letter, not long ago, “ in all your cares—all your joys.” 
Is it fair in me, beginning, perforce, by the worst, to take 
you at your generous word? Yes, I hope it is—for 
would you have invited such a participation, and not 
have wished it? No, I know your noble sincerity too 
well, and I call upon you to speak to me in those words 
you would speak to yourself, when I have told you the 
subject of my present difficulty. 

It is only by minds such as yours—as my Susan's, Mrs, 
Delany’s, and Mrs. Locke’s—my four invaluable friends, 
that 1 can hope to be even understood, when I speak of 
difficulty and distress from a proposal apparently only ad- 
vantageous, But Susan's wishes are so certainly and 
invariably my own, that I wish to spare her from hearing 
of this metter till the decision is made; Mrs. Delany, 
with all her indulgent partiality, is here too deeply inte- 
rested on the other side to be consulted without paining 
her; and Mrs. Locke has an enthusiasm in her kindness 
that makes every plan seem crael to her that puts or keeps 
us asunder. In this particular case, therefore, I shall 
apply for no opinion but yours,—yours, which £ may here 
peculiarly trust, from knowing that it unites the two pre- 
.cise qualities that suit it for judging my situation,-—a 
strong sense of duty, with a disinterested love of inde- 
pendence. And you are liberal enough, too, I am sure, 
to permit me openly to tell you that I do not beg your 
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advice with a premeditated resolauion to foliow st; but 
simply with a view to weigh and compare your ideas 
with my own, m the same manner I should do could I 
talk the matte: over with you instead of writing 11. 

I now come stiaight to the pomt. 

Yesterday evenmg, while I was with Mis. Delany, 
Mr. Smelt ainved fiom Windsor, and desned a private 
conference with hei: and, when it was over, a separate 
one with me smprismg me not a hitte, by entrerting 
me to saffer some very home questions from hin, rclative 
to my situation, my views, and even my wishes, with 1e- 
spect to my future hfe. At first, J only Jaughed but 
my meiriment a hittle failed me, when he gave mc to 
understand he was commusioned to make these inquizies 
by a great personage, who had conceived so favouable 
an opin.on of me as to be desirous of undoubtud informa- 
tion, whether or not there was 2 probability she mght 
permanently attach me to hers }f and her family. 

Lou cannot casily, my dear Muss Cambridge, pictue 
to yourself the consternation with which I received this 
inumation. Itwas such that the good and hind Mi. Smelt, 
perceiving it, had the indulgence mstantly to offi: me 
Jus services, first, in fobeating to mention even to my 
father his commussion, and next in fabricatiog and 
eartying bach for me a respectful excuse. And I must 
always conside: myself the more obliged to hum, as J saw 
1m his own face the utmost astonishment and distppoint- 
ment at this reception of his embassy. 

T could not, however, 1econcile to myself concealing 
tom my dear father a matter that ought to be settled hy 
himself, yet 1 frankly owned to Mr. Smelt that no 
situation of that sort was swted to my own taste, or pro- 
maing to my own happiness. 

He seemed eapally sorry and surpiised , he expatiated 
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‘warmly upon the sweetness of character of all the ropal 
family, and then begged me to consider the very pecu- 
liar distinction shewn me, that, unsolicited, nnsought, I 
had been marked out with such persenal favour by the 
Queen herself, as a person with whom she had been so 
singularly pleased, as to wish to settle me with one of 
the princesses, in preference to the thousands of offered 
candidates, of high birth and rank, but smell fortunes, 
who were waiting and supplicating for places in the 
new- forming establishment. Her Majesty proposed 
giving me apsriments in the palace; making me be- 
long to the table of Mrs. Schwellenberg, with whom 
all her own visitors—bishops, lords, or commons—always 
dine; keeping mea footman, and settling on me £200 a 
year. “And in such a situation,” he added, “so re- 
spectably offered, not solicited, you may have oppor- 
tunities of serving your particular friends,—especially 
your father,—such as scarce any other could afford 
you.” 

My dear Miss Cambridge will easily feel that this was 
a plea not to be answered. Yet the attendance upon this 
Princess was to be incessant,—the confinement to the 
court continual :—I was scarce ever to be spared for a 
single visit from the palaces, nor to receive anybody 
but with permission,—and, my dear Miss Cambridge, 
what a life for me, who have friends so dear to me, and 
to whom friendship is the balm, the comfort, the very 
support of existence ! 

Don't think me ungrateful, meanwhile, to the eweet 
Queen, for thas singling out and distinguishing an ob- 
scure and most unambitious individual. No indeed, 1am 
Quite penetrated with her partinl and most unexpected 
condescension: but yet, let me go through, for her sake, 
my tasks with what cheerfuiness I may, the deprivations I 


ATs] OF THE AUTHOR OF EVELINA. 419 


mrust strfer would inevitebly keep me from all possibility 
of happiness. 

‘Though I said bute little, my dear Mrs. Delany was 
disturbed and good Mr. Smelt much mortified, that 
proposition which had appeared to them the most flat- 
tering and honourable, should be heard only with de- 
jection. cast, however, the whole into my father's dis- 
posal and pleasure. 

But Ihave time for no more detail, than merely to 
say, that till the offer comes in form, no positive answer 
need be given, and therefore that I am yet at liberty. 
‘Write to me, then, my dearest Miss Cambridge, with all 
your fullest honesty, and let me know which you wish to 
strengthen—my courage in making my real sentiments 
openly known, or my fortitude in concealing what it may 
be right I should endure. 

The moment this affair is decided, as 1 shall then 
strive to make the best of it, whatever be my decision, I 
shall entreat you to return me this letter, or commit it to 
the flames. The measles will keep off any meetings at 
‘Windsor for some time. 1 hope, therefore, to receive 
your answer before I am obliged to speak finally. 

Can you fargive me this trouble? If matters take the 
tarn I so much dread, I shall not give you muck more ! 

If it should be in my power, I still intend to defer my 
going to Windsor till all this is arranged. 

Adieu! my dearest Miss Cambridge; I am sorry to 
send you a letter written in such confusion of mind. 

Mowpar NicHt.—I have now to add, that the zealous 
Mr. Smelt is just returned from Windsor, whither he 
went again this morning, purposely to talk the matter 
over with her Majesty. What passed I know not,—but the 
result is, that she has desired an interview with me herself; 
it is to take place next Monday, at Windsor. I now see the 

BEE? 


420 DIARY AND LETTERS (Part X 


end—I see it next to inevitable. I can suggest nothing 
upon esrth that I dare say for myself, in an audience so 
generously meant. I cannot even to my father utter my 
reluctance,—I see him so much delighted at the prospect 
of an establishment he looks upon as so hononrable. But 
for the Queen’s own word pcrmencnt, — but for her de- 
clared desire to to attach me entirely to herself and 
family,—I should share in his pleasure; but what can 
make me amends for all I shall forfeit? But I must do 
the best I can. Write me a comforting and strengthening 
letter, my dearest Miss Cambridge. I have no heart to 
write to Mickleham, or Norbury. I know how they will 
grieve :—they have expected me to spend the whole sum- 
mer with them. My greatest terror is, lest the Queen, 
from what Mr. Smelt hinted, should make me promise 
myself to her for a length of years. What can I do to 
avoid thet? Anything that bas a period is endurable; 
but what can J object that will not sound ungrateful, to 
the honour she is doing me and meaning me? She has 
given the most highly flattering reasons for making this 
application, in preference to listening to that of others; 
she has put it upon terms of commendation the most 
soothing ; she is, indeed, one of the sweetest characters 
in the world. Will you, 100, condemn me, then, that I 
feel thus oppressed by her proposal¢ I hope noty—I 
think not;—but be very honest if you really do. I wish 
T could see you! It is not from nervousness ;—I have 
always and uniformly had a horror of a life of attend- 
ance and dependence. 

Don’t be uneasy about me, however ; for, this one week 
of conflict over, I shall set all my faculties at work to do 
the best, and think the least Ican. And, till that time 
comes, I must not venture to write to my poor Susan. 
She and Mrs. Locke have long feared this. I thought 
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their fearsso vain, so partial, so almost absurd, that Inever 
heeded them. Yet I now hear the Queen bas been form- 
ing this plan ever since I had first the honour of knowing 
her; and she has been making the minutest inquiries 
from that time into my conduct and dispositioh, and all 
that belongs to me. How little did I suspect it! 

Could I but save myself from a lasting bond,—from a 
promised devotion! That is the great point of all, my 
dearest Miss Cambridge, in which, if you can help me 
to suggest something that will not sound disrespectful or 
improper, you will serve me indeed. 

[The answer to this letter does not appear; but Miss 
Burney’s grateful sense of her Majesty’s goodness, and 
the desire avowed by Dr. Burney snd Mrs, Delany 
that so honourable and advantageous an offer should not 
be declined, all concarred to make her accept it: and the 
following letter to her father shews the final result of her 
deliberations, and her affectionate care to prevent him 
from perceiving her uneasiness.} on 


Miss F. Burney to Dr. Burney. 


Monday, June 19th, 1786, 

How great must have been your impatience, dearest 
sir! but my interview has only this morning taken 
place. Every thing is settled, and to-morrow morning 
T go to the Queen's Lodge, to see the apartments, and to 
receive my instructions. 

I must confess myself extremely frightened and fall of 
alarms, at a change of situation so great, so unexpected, 
so nnthought of. Whether I shall suit it or not, Hea- 
ven only knows, but I have a thousand doubts. Yet 
nothing could be sweeter than the Queen,—more en- 
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couraging, more gentle, dr more delicate. She did not 
ask me one question concermmng my qualifications for the 
charge; she only sad, with the most 

softness, “I am sure, Mus Burney, we shall suit one 
another very well.” And, another tme, “I am sure 
we shall do very well together.” 

And what is :t, dear Sir, you suppose to be my busi- 
ness? Not to attend any of the Princesses—but the 
Queen herself! This, indeed, was a delightful heaing, 
reverencing and admuring her as I have so sincerely dope 
ever since I first saw her. And in thu, my amazement 
is proporuoned to my satisfaction , for the place demgned 
ame 1s that of Mrs. Heggerdorn, who came with her from 
Germany, and it will put me more ummediately and more 
constantly in her presence than any othe plaice, but 
that of Mrs. Schwellenberg, in the Court. 

The piepossesmon the Queen has taken in my favour 
is truly extrsordmary, for 1t seems as if her real view was, 
as Mr. Smelt hinted, to attach me to her person. She 
hos been long, she told Mrs Delany, looking out for 
one to supply the place of Mrs H., whose ill health 
forces her bach toGermany “and I was Icd to think of 
Miss Buraey, first by he: books, then by seeing her ; 
then by always hearing how she was loved by hei fiiends; 
but chiefly by your friendship for her” 

I fancy my appointment will take place very soon, 

* ° * . * 


F. B. 





Mus I. Burney to Dr Burney. 


‘Windsor, June 20th, 1786 
Most dear Sur, 
I am sute you will be glad to hear I have got one for- 
malty over, that was very disagreeable to my eapecta- 
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tions. TE have been introduced to Mrs. Haggerdom 
whom T am to succeed, and to Mrs. Schwellenberg, whom. 
Lam to accompany. This passed at the Queen’s Lodge, 
in their own apartments, this mormng I cannot eamly 
desctibe the sensation with which I entercd that dwel- 
ling,—the thoughts of its so soon becoming my habita- 
tion,—and the great hazard of how all will go on an it 
—and the sudden change! 

Every thing was perfictly civtl and ewy, the Queen 
had herself prepared them to receive me, and requested 
me to go. 

‘They mute no use of the meeting in the way of busi- 
ness, 1t W415 me.cly a visit of previogs cciemony. 

Lhope to get to town on ‘Lhuadiy , I shall have very 
little time, usdeed, for a multiplesty of dungs to do, and 
to order, and to settle 

Nobody ha» been told of this affair bere as yet, but 
Mis S. and Mis H_, and Luly Weymouth, who 1s now 
in waiting, to attend the Quccn to the Ituces 

Tam to go agun to the Queen’s Lodge, m order to 
1eceive some instructions fiom Mrs Ifigeerdorn, in pre- 
sence of her Mayesty and I hope that will take place 
to-morrow, as 1 cannot leave Windsoi til) it 15 done 

The utmost astonishment will tthe plice throughout 
the Cout when they hear of my xppomtment. Every~ 
body his settled some successo: to Mrs Huaggerdoin, and 
T have never, I am sory sure, been suggested by 2 single 
peron. Isaw, this morning, by all that passed with Mis. 
&. how unexpected a step her Mayesty has takco. The 
place, she told me, had Leen solicited, distantly, by thou- 
sends and thousands of wom n of fashion and 1ank. 

As my coming away cannot be fixed, on account of my 
going again to the Lodge, and as J shall want todecemp 
the-very instant I have it 2n my power, we think it will 
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be best for you, dearest sir, to bring me back, instead of 
fetching me. Indeed I shal? want all the encouragement 
and all the support you can give me, flattering as the 
whole of this business is, to enter upon such anew scene, 
and prepare for such painful separations, with any spirit 
or cheerfulness. 
Adieu again, dearest, dearest, sir, 
Most dutifully and affectionately, yours, 
PB. 


Miss Burney to Mrs. Francis, Aylesham, Norfolle 


St. Martin's Street, June 27th, 1786. 

My sweet Charlotte's kind indulgence to my long 
silence has been very, very dearly accepted. It is like 
your ever affectionate mind to believe and feel for my 
hurries, New ones that you dream not of have occupied, 
and now occupy me, 1 must tell you them briefly, for 
] bave scarce a moment; but it would be very vexatious 
to me that any pen but my own should communicate 
apy event material to me, to my dear Charlotte. 

Her Majesty has sent me a message, express, near o 
fortnight ago, with an offer of a place at Court, to suc- 
ceed Mrs. Haggerdorn, one of the Germans who accom- 
panied her to England, and who is now retiring into 
her own country. “Tis a place of being constantly about 
her own person, and assisting in her tojlette,—a place of 
much confidence, and many comforts; apartments in 
the palace ; a footman kept for me; a coach in common 
with Mrs. Schwellenberg ; 2002. a-year, &c. &e. 

I have been in a state of extreme disturbance ever 
since, from the relactance I feel to the separation it will 
cause me from all my friends. Those, indeed, whom I 
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most love, I shall be able to invite to me in the palace’; 
but I see little or no possibility of being able to make, 
what I most value, excursions into the country. 

‘When you come, however, my dearest Charlotte, I 
shall certainly take measures for seeing you, either in 
Town, or at Windsor, or both. 

So new a scene, so great 2 change, so uncertain 
success, frightens and depresses me; though the extreme 
sweetness of the Queen, in so unsolicited an honour, so 
uunthought of a distinction, binds me to her with a devo- 
tion that will make an attendance upon her light and 
pleasant. I repine only at losing my loved visits to the 
country, Mickleham, Norbury, Chesington. ‘Twicken- 
ham, and Aylesham, as I had hoped; all these I must 
now forego. 

Every body so violently congratulates me, that it 
seems as if al/ was gain. However, Iam glad they are 
all so pleased. My dear father is in raptures ; that is my 
first comfort. Write to wish him joy, my Charlotte, 
without a hint to him, or any one but Susan, of my 
confessions of my internal reluctance and fears. 

You may believe how much I am busied. I have been 
presented at the Queen’s Lodge in Windsor, and seen 
‘Mrs. Haggerdorn in office, and find I have a place of 
really nothing to do, but to affend ; and on Thursday Iam 
appointed by her Majesty to go to St. James's, to see 
all that belongs tome there. And I am now fitting out 
just 2s you were, and all the maids and workers suppose 
J am going to be morried, and snigger every time they 
bring in any of my new attire. Ido not care to pub- 
lish the affuir, till it is made known by authority; 50 I 
leave them to their conjectures, and I fancy their 
greatest wonder is, who and where is the sposo ; for they 
must think it odd he should never appear ! ae 
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Miss Burney to Doctor Burney. 
Queen's Lodge, Windsor, July 20tb, 1766. 

Never were tears so sweet as those I have this moment 
been shedding over my beloved father’s most kind letter, 
Praise such as this, coming from the very hand in the 
whole world that can make it most valuable to me, quite 
melts me. The confidence you feel in my well-doing 
ia most grateful to my heart, and most encouraging to 
my spirits. 

‘What my difficulties are to be, I know not, nor what 
my dangers; but everybody speaks of this as a situation 
abounding in both, and requiring the most indefatigable 
prudence and foresight. At present, however, I see 
none: I am happy, indeed, to tell my dearest father 
that my road has grown smoother and smoother, and 
that whatever precipices and brambles I may have to 
encounter, they have not appeared to terrify, me on the 
onset, and that J therefore hope they will not occur till 
Jam 80 well prepared to see them, that I shall know 
how to slip aside, without tumbling from one, or being 
torn by the other. 

‘What a delightful writing-box ! with what pleasure 
shall I always think of who sent it, and the sweet, sweet 
letter that accompanied it, whenever I use it; and that 
will be continually, for 1 have none other. I am now 
making my first experiment of all its contents. May I 
‘but send you letters as pleasant from it as the first letter 
I have found in it! 

Sweet Mrs. Delany comes to me this afternoon; she 
has already made me two visits. I shall read her what 
you say of her, if we are alone, for I know it will much 
gratify her. 

‘Tuesday, after I lot you, and yesterday, I was re- 
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ceiving congratulatory visits from the ladies of the 
Household, during all my leisure time. Lady Charlotte 
Finch came in the morning, and was extremely civil 
inideed. I returned her visit, and that of her sister, Lady 
Louisa Clayton, this morning, for I was desred to walk 
out, for health and exercise, in the most gracious 
manner. Mrs. Fielding has been with me also, renew= 
img our town acquaintance. Madame La Fite calls 
every day. Miss Goldsworthy has made an opening 
Lady Elizabeth Waldegrave brought her sister, Lady 
Caroline, to sit with me for half an hour before they 
‘went upon the Terrace: and Miss Manta came the first 
morning. 

‘To-day, Lady Effingham, Lady Franecs Howard, and 
Sir George, who came to wait upon the Queen, all 
entered my room, and introduced themselves to me, with 
avery flattering speech, of desiring to cultivate, &c. ; but 
most unluckily, I was just going to dress, and was obliged 
to tell them so, thongh T could hardly get such words 
out; and to make them leave me at once. ‘The shock, 
however, was all mine; for they are too much used to & 
court to receive any from submitting to its train of sub- 
ordinate etiquettes. 

. . . * ’ “- 


F. B. 
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Bancesy, Davin, vas one of seven son- of the celebrated Apologist of 
the Quakers,—all of wiom were living fitty cars after the death 
of thei father, David was the last of them He was a wealthy 
mercer in Cheapade, and eutertamed succeyuvely the three kings 
(i 1. LL, and IIT) on their respective visits to thr city on 
Lord Mayor's day Ile was subsequently the purchaser of Mr. 
Thrale’s brewery, and founder of the most famouy brewing firm of 
the present day, Barclay, Uerhius, ind Co 

Bragtsn, ABNALLS 01, Was bon: at Bourd aut in 1749, and died at 
Pans in 1791. 

Bruriy, Wirrrsu He wis for some time t__ wuter of the aticles 
on scierce und natural philovoply 1 the Monthly Reien He 
died at the house of D> Burney m 178u. 

Bow awen, un los. tasers, daushnrof WL, Ghnulle, Bog, 
and wife to Admiral Bowen. Ths lady wy also mother to the 
Duchess of Beaufort ant Mrs, Lesevon Gover Alt these three 
ang are celebrated in Misy Hannah More's ; 0¢.1 entitled “ Sensi 

hits” 

Brown, Haars, son of Isc Hiwhins Biowne, author of an 
elegant Latin poum entled © De Acumi Irr.ortuitate,” which was 
translated hy Soume Jenyns 

Gounzony, LAnry, wos one of the most ec'cbrated cancatunats of his 
day m England He was evpecully celebrited on subycets con- 
‘nected with horemouship This best and best hnown work ts a series. 
of caticatures, with humorous descipuve i ttcr-press, on ¢ The Art 
of Horsemanship.” 

Cawnerpat, Rrevaazo Owrs Thus gentlerian, of an opulent and 
ancient Gloucester-Lire fam.ly, wos distinguished fur lus wit un con 
‘servation, no less than fur lus taste and talents in Iiterature = He 
‘uuote a burletr,ve por m called “ The Sciubleriad,” and w is a pun- 
‘erpal contnbutor to tne periodical, called * The World" Me 
died, aged 83, at Lis seat near Twicherbam, on tte bath» of the 
Thames, om the yeat 1802, leasing a widow, tmo son, and one 
daughter. His works were collected and re-publisled by bis younger 
son, who prefived to them a memor of Mr Can bridge, which has 
‘been justly admured for ts clegatce ard perp. 

Cavmurpor, 101 Rex Grorce Ovzx—«cond son of RO. Cam- 
budge, Esq, Prebendiry of Fly ard Archdeacon of Middlesex. 
‘This gentleman 1s chiefly known 1n the literary world by the valuable 
‘and interesting memou of his father, tor which it ws indebted to him 5 
‘but the aphere in winch he emmently shone, was that of pubbe and 
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private benevolence He was ever foremost in assisting and 
ing the best char.table mstztauons, and employed hrs lon, 
plary hife in doing good to all that came within the of kus un- 
weaned benevolence, He died at Twickenham Meadows, early 
an the year 1841. 

Caron, Mi , was chocen, member of parliament for I) 4 an 1784, 
‘This geutleman was jot executor and trustee, wil! » Johnson, 
Mr. H. Smub, and Vb Crutchley, to Mr. Thrale’s will Hes 
decribed by Dr Johnson as having “ much ,.ood 1n hm chmacter, 
and much usefulness in his knowledge ' Johnson used to vint 
‘Mr, Cator, at his «pleadid seat at Beckennam, in Kent. 

Cosway, Bicaanv, The most celebrate] mn ature paznter of hia 
day ‘He also displayed great and vaned talent m other depart 
ments of the art. He was of extremely eccentric character and 
habits, and professed certain rehgiaus and other optmons winch sub- 
‘ected him to the charge of extravagance , but he + 25 a man of sound 
arse ened strong judgrient, n mrtters appertaming 10 the business 
of hi 

Cowz8s, Hannan, authoress of “ The Belle» Stratige n,’ ard other 
Jess successfal dramatic ores; and 10 of some Jong poetical 
pueces, “The Wud of Anjou,’&c She was the caugbler of Mr. 

khouse, of fiserton, Devonalure, where she was born in 1743, 

On SE I omen rr 
oar, Tar Rev WirraM » tough at t better 
known by his travels in vanious parts of Lmope than by ‘us other 
works, contnbuted very laigely and usetully to tie Iiteratare 
of hu» day, cmefly in ite biogry and hyoncal departments. 
Ge was born an 1747, aad won eldest son of Dr William Coxe, 
physician to the hing’s household, He was brought up to the 
church, and in 1771 was appon ted to the cumcy of near 
Uxbndge [le was for two vears tutor to we late Dube of Marl~ 
boro Afterwards (10 1772) be accompatied the late Earl of 
Pembroke (then Lord Herbert) m the grand tour He was after- 
wards travelling tutor, 10 succession, to the late Sarauel Whuthread, 
the present Lord Portman, ad the son of the \fuqus of Com- 
walls, He was blind dusing tne last ten years of hu hfe, which 
qarcumstance, however, did not prevent him from Prepeuing for the 
press the Private Correspondence of the Dule of sbury,” 
which appeared mn 1821, and  Memours of the Adminutrauion of 
the Right Hon. Heary Petham,” wich were just completed at the 
penod of his death an 1828 

Caurcuter, x., was chosen Member of Parhament for Horsham, 
wm 1784. 

Datam, Mas. Tae lady, who was born 1m 1700, was daughter of 
John Granule, Esq , ard mece of Pope’s Lonsdowne—" of every 
muse the fnend.” She became, im 1743, the second wife of Dr. 
Patnch Delany, the intumate frend of Dean Swift, and of whom, : 

‘us death, be wrote a work, enntled, “ Observanons on Smif” Her 
husband ‘was himself promoted to an Insh deanery (that of Down) 








BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 431 


am 1768, end wes 93 years of ace when she 2s first mentoned in the 
Dary Lord Oriord of ber chill m pasoting, and in rm- 
‘tatmg flowers in eut and coloured paper For farther references to 
Sim Pmmerble and mntereatin, lady, ‘sce Sur Walter Scotts “ Life of 

Exzo7, Vin, of Port Flot, afterwards the nt Lord Ehot, He was 
father ofthe it Perl of St Germams 

Gyarss iont, Da An erment physician, son of the mimster of 
Korkeudbnzht, m Scotland, whire he wis born He came to 
‘London mm 1763, 1rd practised there the var ous branches of hus 
Profession, till his devth, m 1812 Hew the writer of many value 
able medical and physio'ogical y aptis an the Frinsactions of the 
Royal Soret, &. 

Guims,Dr The learned author of the * History of Ancient Greece 
ull the Dive on of t e Macedoniin Tm) te,” id sever] other 
histoncal works He wasappointed by Georwe TIT Histonogmpher- 
Roy l for Scolwi = Vr Gilles ws bor iim I orfarshure (: ) 
an 1700 11d died an 1824 

Gaeviriz, Mes Author of th celebrited Ode to Indi? rence” 
She war wile of Luth Gics He, who v ue Vii ister Plempotentiary 
at the court of b sana 

Hwuwtros, Ss Wourrnv, RB Was Ambusidor ut Naples for 
thitty-s1 vears Shi» motner wat rure to ( orge HI, who, on 
comin, to the throne, made young Ht milton hiscquerry = He was 
perso 1 of excellent tate, wh ch Ic chnelly directed to wntiquirian, 
Teserrcl es connc-ted with the chs cal ¥ inity in whith he so long 
resided His cllecnor of jue vaves (which after tus death was: 

based by gave unrent for the Lntish Museura) was, ad still 
remaing, unrivalled He dred in 180° 

Harway, Joxs Co! brated ‘ast as 1 triseilay, and afterwads aga 
Blulentnroprst the estiblishi cnt o: the Winne Society and the 

fagdalen Hospi al w schitfy due to by cycruons He was a 
rman of eccentric habits, ard greatly myured his fortune by his active 
Denevolence ‘Lhe government of the day, (an "er Lord Bate,) in 
consequence of sohicitaions on ins bel ilt froin the principal mer- 
chant: of London, appomted }m a Commissioner of the Nat 
(which post, he en] oye f for twenty years, ind che salary of 1 to 
end of his fe ) ‘wis bom u 1712, 1nd ened mn 1780 

Harser, Ux Was for many years Clerk of the House of Com- 
‘mons * 

Horaorp, Mstor Afterwards Lord Sue*ield 

Hooxe, Jonn The translator of Tasco, Ariosto,&e He died in 
1802 

Hooorz, rar Rev Sawcz1 Son of the «bore, autnot of a poem 
called “ Aurela” 

Jacaoy, Wirz1aw Chicfly known as 1 musical composer, but 
be considerable and varied attainments, both a3. writer 
and an artist He was born at Exeter, m 1730, and ced in 1804. 

Janta, Soamz, was the son of Sir Jenyns, of 7 
Cambnidgesture, whach county Mr. Soame Jenyns, after the death 
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of his father, tepresented 10 He was a successfal wniter 
in varrous ents of ‘but us eluefly known by his. 
beets on the “ Evidences of the Chnatan Rehgion.” He ched an 
Keuars, Miss. The ledy s0 named m the Duy. and described as 
the mater of Brs. Siddons, afterwards became Mrs. Twiss, and was 
the mother of the present Horace Twist, Esq. 
‘Lavza, Sia Aston. Known as the collector of what was long ex- 
subued to the poblic as the Levenan Museum, conmsting of natural 
and artificial curiosipes. He was the son of a Lancashire baronet, 
‘and s0 imparred lus fortune by bis passion for “collecting,” that 
‘he was induced to dispose of his museum by lottery, in 1785 He 


ched sm 1788. 
Leveson, Mas., alluded to in the Poem, She was daughter 
of Mrs, Boscawen, and wife of the Hon Leveson Gower ies 


Indy 19 celebrated 12 Mins Hannah More’ poem, entitled * Sensi- 
ity.” 


Licutroor, rue Res. Joux A dstiocuished botanist of his day 
He pala a botamcal work called “ Flora Scotica,” and left at 
Ina ‘death (1n 1788) an excelleat Hartarum, which was purchased 
of bus executors by George ITI., for one hundred guineas 

Locan, Lapy. She was wife of the first Lod Lucan 

Mueun, Mowsirvz. A celebrated Trench mechanician. He in- 
‘vented many mgenious ol some of which were of real uti 
‘but most were mere p! or objects of cunomty He was 
‘one period of hus career quite “ the rage” in Londou, where every- 
thing bys a ae Merko—Merlio Lerparttsrery anos—Merl 74 
swings, opened a very curious exhibition of automate, an 
used to nde about m a strange fantastical carriage, of bis own inveo- 
‘tuoa and construction 

‘Marca, Ma, was chosen Member of Parlatrent for Horsham 2n 
1784, 

So An Italian soprano singer, one of tle most celebrated of 

ae time, 

Moncarox, raz Hox Mies, daughter of Viscount Galway, and 
afterwards, (in 1786,) marned to the Earl of Cork and Orrary. The 
darary pares of this lady, who died only 2 few months ago, con- 
tuoued to be as singular and as celebrated during the present day, 
‘ty they aie described as having been at the date when she 13 fist 
refeired to 1n the Diar) —si\ty years ago 

Mosracv, Ms. Afterwards Loid 

Paou, Grxgzar. A Corsican officer, who greatly distinguished 
Inalf by bu exeruons to preserve the independence of bis native 
country ” He orgamzed a force which successfully opposed all the 
efforts of the Genoese oppressors of Corsica, for nearly tan years, 
and led at leagth to the ceasion of the island to the French by the 
Gencess. Paoli refused to concur in this arrangement, and fled to 
England, where he enjoyed o pension of £1200 a-year from the 
Enghsh goveinment. Twenty years aftervards, (at the Revolution 
of 1789, he agreed to Corca declared a province of France; 
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but subsequently, by his influence, the island became a dependence 
of England. He afterwards retarned to London, where be died 
in 1807. 

Pennins, Me. At the period first referred to in the Diary, Mr. 
Perkins was superintendendent of Mr. Thrale’s brewery; be ufter- 
wands became partner with Mr. Barclay, the wealthy (Quaker. 

Rauzzis1, An Italian singer and composer of some eminence, 
who conducted the concerts at Bath for many years. 

Saccmm1, Axtos1o Manto Gasrano. A distinguished Italian 
composer. lie was born at Naples, sn 1735. le was for some 
time at the head of the Conservatorio of L'Uspedaletio, at Venice. 
‘He alterwards (in 1772) came to England, and remained here several 
yearty but was driven away by one of those petty cabale 10 which 
‘the musical world has ever shewn itself to be di fully liable. 
A. report was universally citeulated, and extensively believed, that 
many of his beat things were hy Rauzzini—a man infi- 
nitely inferior to Sacchi in ing bot the mere mechanism of 
music. Sacchini finally established himselfat l’aris, where his great 
talents were duly appreciated, and rewarded by a ion from the 
Queen, Marie Antoinette. He died at Paris in 1786. One of his 
best dramatic pieces (of which ho composed more than eighty,) is 
‘on the subject of “ Evelina.” 

Sastaze, Mn. This leman is spoken of by Boswell as ‘ Mr. 
Sastres, the Italian Master.” He was on terms of great int with 
Dr. Johuson, same of whose most pleasant letters were addresved 
to him, (ethe General to Murray's Boswell,” val-20 

Srxaxog, Mu. Afterwards Sir Robert Strange, the most celebrat 

lish engraver of his day. He was born in 1725, in one of the 

Re ney Lerma In carly pee entered oe army of ee tavern 

iu! jvent ursut professional stuches ut Paris and in 
Tal He died = London in 1795. 

Toxscr. Sir G: Page, Bart, futher of the present Baronet. 

Twining, Tax Rav. THowas. An accomplished Greek scholar, and 
translator of Aristotle's “* Poctics.” 

Vaxcouves, Groxce. ACaptainin the Royal Navy, He served as 
midshipman under Captain Cook, and was afterwards (in 1790) 
appointed to the command of an expedition of discovery 10 the 

Jorth Pacific Ucean. He died in 1796. 

Watsra, Anam. Long known throughout England as a lecturer on 
astronomy, and as the inventorof the Eouramon. Inenrly life he 
shewed an extraordinary capacity for mechanics, but was of very 
eccentric habits, having when quite 2 youth built himself’ hut in 
‘a thicket near his father’s house, that te might pursue his studies 
uninterruptedly. He first commenced lecturing on astronomy in 
London, m 1778, and continued to do so every year, and also at 
most of the foundation schools, up to the period of bis death, 
in 1821, 

‘Wrisams, Sim Cuanzzs Hanavar. Wes M.P, for Monmouth in 
several parliaments. He was afterwards Minister at the Courts of 

Berlin and St. Petersburg. He died in 1759. He is alladed 10 
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im the Diary only as father of the witty and accompluhed Mrs 
‘Walnngham. 

Whaaxatt, Narmancez Wrizzax  Tias gentleman (wbo was 
created a Baronet n 2813} was a solummous wniter of travels, 
hustoneel works, memoirs, &c He was tle son of a Brstol 
merchant, and the early part of hi Ife m India, im the 
cavil service of the company He was afterwards appomted Judge 
Advocate and Paymaster of the Forces of the Fresdency of Bombay 
‘His latest work, and that which eveited most attention, was entitled 
** Hurtoncal Memours of my oun Times,” &c It was published 
miss Sr Ndianed Woaall died at Dover, in 1831, on bis 
‘way to Naples. 


‘Moyes and Barclay, Prnterr, Castie Street, Leacester Square 


